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RADIO COSTS UP $7,000,000 





‘Stay As You Are While We Snuff 
Your Drinks —New Kind of Raid 


a 


Pittsburgh, July 23. 
Something heretofore unheard of 
around here, an ‘open investigation,’ 
was staged by State Liquor 


dens, Pittsburgh's 
outdoor dance spot, early Saturday 
(20) morning. At least a score of in- 
vestigators and half a dozen State 
Police dropped in on the spot in an 
effort to obtain evidence that minors 
were being served alcoholic drinks. 


e 


Once before, couple of years ago, 
Green was charged with peddling 
booze to kids but escaped that time 
with a 90-day suspension of his 
license, which he cleared up with 
the payment of a $900 fine. 

Some 400 couples were at Green’s 
when an agent stepped to the band 
platform and announced through the 
loudspeaker that ‘an open investiga- 


tion’ would be held. He said there 
would be no dancing and asked all | 
patrons to remain at their tables. 
Then the agents and Siate Police 
went from table to tabie taking 
statements from those patrons they 
suspected were under 21. Each was 
asked his name, age and address. 
Then bar patrons were similarly 


(Continued on Es annsall 45> 


FATHER’ PAYS 1,000% 
PROFIT TO BACKERS 


According to Oscar Serlin, ‘Life 
With Father,’ which he produced at 
the Empire, N. Y., last fall, has 
earned 1.000% profit for those who 
invested in the production. Show is 
now in its 38th week and the earn- 
ings do not include those of the 
Chicago company, which is in its 
24th week at the Blackstone, a dark 


spot outside the Loop until ‘Father’ 


arrived, Principal backers are John 
Hay (Jock) Whitney, said to have 
put up $15,000, and Howard Cull- 
man Production budget was $25.,- 
000, which was never entirely used 
ap 

Stated that an offer of $350,000 
for the picture rights was rejected 
as was a bid of $100,000 for radio 
rights. Stock and amateur rights 
have not yet been considered. 


2 Film Shorts Tell Brit. 
What to Do If Invaded 


London, July 23. 

Threatened invasion of England by 
the Nazi military forces is treated in 
two shorts made by the Ministry of 
Information this month at Denham 
Studios, Calm attitude of British 
people even in the face of the Hit- 
ler might is reflected by the title 
Of one short, ‘Miss Gibb Goes to the 
Door.” In this film, the public is 
told what to do if suddenly con- 
fronted by Nazi parachutists, via 
practical demonstration. 

The other short is called, 


‘A Call 
Tos Arms, 


Board | 
agents at Bill Green’s Terraced Gar- | 
most prosperous | 
| in the front row leapt onto runway | 


+ 


jtake a 


| couple 


| 20th-Fox, 


| 





Drunk Dunks 








San Francisco, Sept. 23. 
Considerable commotion upset) 
Aquacade Friday (19) when a drunk | 


and attempted to force a chorine to | 

drink, both tumbling into| 
Gal, with awkward costume 
trapping her, would have drowned 
except for quick assistance from a 
of swimming performers. 


pool, 


Drunk also would have expired if 
attendants hadn’t reluctantly rescued | 
him, 


ee 


FREE CIRCUS AS 
AID TO TOWNS 
MERCHANTS 


—_—- 





Bluffton, Ind., July 23. 
Local merchants have completed 
arrangements to have the Robbins 


Brothers Circus appear here Thurs- 


day (25) to give three free perform- | 
ances, at 10:30 a.m., 2 p.m., and 8 p.m 
The circus will present 12 acts at 
each performance and each perform- 


ince will be open to the public with- 
out charge 
Merchants will 


offer 


‘Dollar Day’ 


connection 


have a 


merchandising in 


the event. 


Filmers as N.Y. Targets 
Of Racetrack Touts; 
Use Phoney H’wood Lure 


with 


+ 


are becoming targets 
acetrack t gag, 
in passing On tips 


the inside info 


Film 


{O!r ine 


players 
N 1 pul worked 
mannel 
yuld 
comes from 
Hollywood 
Last 
and Br 
the 


n such a 
that it w appeal 


directors or producers 


in 
*atricia Morison 
in New York 
out as easy victims 
by a tout who doubt picked out 
one race at Empire and passed a dif- 
ferent horse on to each party con- 
tacted. 

With Miss Joyce, 
the tout 


week when I 


enda Joyce were 


y were sought 


no 


under contract to 


BURDENS UFFotT 
VERY BIG (dat 


Federal 
Commission Audits 
Broadcasters’ Intake, 
Which Was Substantially 
Better Than 


Comparatively Out-Shines| 


Magazines 
papers 


UNIONIZATION 


The American broadcasting indus- 
try, while continuing, during 1839, to 
increase its net profit from advertis- 
ing sponsorship, fell under the shadow 


of mounting overhead for the first | 
time. The cost of operation went up| 
7.9% on the year, largely due to the 


introduction of unionism and to ris- 
ing payroll and other fixed charges 
against management 


Communications | 
the) 


1938 and) 


and News-| 








‘Goldbergs’ to Hitler 


Announcer over CBS last Fri- 
day afternoon (19) 
that Hitler’s speech 
Reichstag was being broadcast 
through the courtesy of Procter 
| & Gamble. 


explained 
to the 








| The relinquished time is nor- 


‘The Rise of the 


| mally filled by 
| 


| Goldbergs.’ 


GONE ON RADIO 
~PRICE-TAGGED 
25,000 A WK. 











| 


The networks, as distinct from all Hollywood, July 23. 
radio (705 stations), gathered 54% of; Radio deals for ‘Gone With the 
the gross revenues pe ar ear ae are still being broached to 
( » “ofits. socal radio was : Tae 
nt the net profits . >| David O. Seiznick but none has 
|up 28% on the year. } ; 

Advertising agencies collected $17,- | gotten past the producetr’s quoted | 

(Continued on page 22) | Price. Latest applicant from an 
= ae aed eee |} agency froze up fast after getting 
| > ~ 1 
; ¢ f the figure, $25,000 per half hour 
Balloon | fa 00 'program for 13 weeks, with the 
° ° |} Original cast thrown in. 
For Studios Until Previously Selznick asked $85,000 
|for the radio rights, with the buyer 
Tourists Got Hep to ma%e his own player deals over 
he quarterly stretch First quota 
tion was $100,000. 


| film 
thorities to. prevent the noise of low- | 
down on} 


called and said | 


that he was a good friend of Gregory | 


Ratoff’s and that latter had asked 
him to pass on a hot tip to the ac- 


tress. The same guy got in touch 
with Miss Morison, a Paramount 
player, and for her the info came 


direct from Ernest Schoedsack. They 
were given different horses and ad- 
ditional nags in the same race no 
doubt were handed out to others 
The tout wanted the actresses to 
pass him a good-sized bet which he | 
(Continued on page 39) 


Hollywood, July 23. 
floating studios 
have rid the in- 
pest, but have 
Tourists. 


;, 
Red balloons, ver 
to ward off 
dustry of one sort 

brought another 
first idea was an 
producers and 


aviators, 
of 
on 


23eronautical au- 


flying planes from rattling 


the sound tracks in outdoor scenes 
on the back lots. The idea was good 
n its way. but it backfired 

Holly od agencie toting 
tourists about town, leaped at the 
red-balloon idea and used it as a 
come-on for visiting school teachet 
firemen and members of the Ladie 
Shakespearian and Bo xy club 
from Schlesingerville, Wi 


BBC Plans Anti-Hit‘er 


Propaganda Via U.S. 


British Broadcasting 
a German-speaking 
to broadcast 

by shortwave 


Co. may 
American 
out of the 


BBC 


The 
hire 
commentatot 
United States 


would pick up the transmission in 
England and speed it along the was 
to Germany. 

Idea that it was an American 
speaking, not a Briton, would, it is 
thought, have greater weight with 


the Germans, who know little about 


the anti-Hitler feeling in the U.S.A. 


The | 


agreement between | 


| 


| - — 


George M. Cohan Writes 


Song Warning Dictators 
That ‘This fs Our Side’ 


What he ills the first ‘really 
patriotic song I've written since ‘Over 
There’’ will be introduced by George 
M. Cohan on the Cities Service radio 
show (NBC-red) Aug 2 Song- 
writer-performer’ nev anthem $ 
titled ‘This Is Our Side of the Ocear 
(lyric reprinted herewith by copy 
right permission of Cohan and his 
publisher, Jerry Vogel) 

| Actually it’s his second patriotic 
| song since World War I, but radio's 
| negative attitude on his 1939 paean, 
‘We Must Be Ready’, kept that tune 


more or less of a secret. The Ameri- 


car public’s general stance on | world 
affairs, however, may not create the 
proadcast stymie for ‘This rt Our 
Side of the Ocean’ whose lyric fol- 
lows: 
Rat-a-tat-tat-tat. The cannons are 
at it for fair. q 
Over there, ev’rywhere, ovet 
there. 


Nations are reeling, And mothers 
are kneeling in pray'r 


+ 


(Continued On page 47) 


tally, 


| house 
Elsewhere i. was mostly a prestige 


| proposition. 


Italian Attempt to Organize Boycott 
Of Toscanini in Buenos Aires Fizzled 


Arturo Toscanini and 100 men re- 
turned Monday (22) to New York 
City from a concert tour of South 
America. They brought in a tale 
of how in Buenos Aires the Italian 
Embassy attempted to organize a 
boycott against the American sym- 
phony group as (1), a protest against 


Yankees and (2), a slap at the lib- 
| eral-minded conductor. The effort 
failed miserably because, as one 


| resident of Italian extraction put it, 


‘politics is one thing and Toscanini 
music something else.’ There were 
500-odd guards at the Colon theatre 
to prevent any demonstration at the 
first concert, but there was no need 
for them. It was an artistic ovation 
all the way. Meantime, the Ger- 
man ambassador attended as a spec- 


| tator. 


It was the Colon theztre, inciden- 
which revealed the greatest 
showmanship. By installing extra 
seats and selling standing room, this 
mace money on the concerts 


glad - to - come - near - breaking-even 
The Colon offered Tos- 
canini a job to conduct operas next 
year, but he declined. 
In Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
(Continued on peg 45) 


FORGET ‘UNCLE SCHNOZ,’ 
NOT CLASSY ENOUGH 


kids learn- 
radio, whether 
Or anyone else 


and 


Mamas don’t want their 
bad English via 
Jimmy Durante 
advertising agencies 
ently fear. ‘Uncle Schnozzle’ show 
for starring Durante, which 
agent Herman Bernie has been ped- 
dling for several months has failed 
to find a sponsor and is being ditched 
Ad agencies all nixed the show 
because of fear of squawks from 
women’s organizations and parent- 
teacher associations. Idea of the 15- 


ing 
irom 
or 


50 ippar- 


10oppets, 


minute strip was to have Durante 
murder both English and facts in ex- 
plaining things to a group of nep- 


by a 
MewWds ati 1icCes, 


Ghost of Jessel’s Kin 
Walks in Court Set-To 


Los Angeles, July 23 

The ghost walked in the legal ac- 
tion between George Jessel and Ed- 
ward Resnick, 10%er, in Superior 
Court, but it wasn’t George’s ghost. 
It was the shade of his great-great- 
uncle, Sir George Jessel, whoa sat on 
the Crown bench in England, back in 


and spoke as follows thro:e;h 
Albert Marks 


1875, 
tesnick’s attorney, 

‘When men of mature intelligence 
enter into a contract freely and vol- 
it shall be heid sacred and 
by the courts of justice.’ 


' 
untaril 


enforced 


vy 


The current scion of the Jessel 
family believes in his great-great- 
uncle’s dictum but denies the charge 


that he owes the agent $3,600 or any 
part of it. 
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Yorkville Sees a Dull Nazi Propaganda | 
Film and Knocks Itself Out Cheering 











OLIVIER-LEIGH TO WED» 
IN CANADA THIS FALL 


Toronto, July 23. 


Upon completion of one more pic- 
ee » 4 " oe ture together, Vivien Leigh and Lau- 
By HERB GOLDEN Oscaring Their Own rence Olivier will be married hase 
Ji was noon on Friday (19) anc - Canada early in the fall, after which 
the lengthy queue in front of the Hollywood. July 23. Olivier will sail for England to en- 
boxoffice chattered impatiently Ebony oscars go to Hattie Me- ist in the Royal Air Force. Actor 
oe as it aero a me 0 ae Daniel and Ben Carte: oy sor mace the announcement when here 
cashier to get the rm of cKets Wo! ‘Gon Jith th find’ . 
adjusted ee old-fashioned hook nae aaa B samy ee Bi vi with Miss Leigh for joint personal 
The line waiting for the window t& first to be made by the Colored | appearances at Toronto theatres in 
open was made p largely ©! M ) Picture Academy through | connection with the film industry's 
Deutsche hausfrauen anc was E°OW-- Thomas Griffith, local represen- | patriotic campaign to sell War Sav- 
ing constantly longer #s Knots 0° tative of the National Association ings stamps. The wedding will take 
iwo and three men poured out of for the Advancement of Colored | place in Torento or Vancouver, he 
a couple of beersiudes across te Pecple 'said, as Miss Leigh smilingly con- 
siveet and attached themseives te Ceremonies are slated for Aug. firmed the decision. 
ji. Small merchants fron neroUS 45 with Bill Robinson as emcee. | Both are taking an active part in 
shops with German leitering on tne! —— securing accommodation for evacuee 
windows still further sweilead the . | British children and announced that 
crowd. Cou hein - Hitler Skit -a tract of land had been purchased 
Finally the line began to move, © g , near Vancouver for a home for the 
quickly filling the 500 seats in the r} » ae |} inmates of the Actors’ Orphanage in 
house. Part of the crowd stood in In Pins Revue Causes | London and for other actors’ chil- 
ihe rear. More waiting, more gut- . e dren to be sent over from Britain. 
ieral chatter, and finally the picture Hisses at ALC. Opening Vancouver was chosen, Miss Leigh 
started. It was the premiere of ‘ | said, because it was the British city 
‘Feldzug in Polen’ (Campaign in renee nearest to Hollywood. 
Foland’). Chancellor Hitler's pic- Atiantie City, July 23. | eccteatcciiii ctl team init 
jure flashed on the screen and the A disturbing situation developed | 
house roared its approval. Foreign s+ the Garden Pier theatre last night 


the 


Minister von Ribbentrop got (Monday) when several people at- 
same reception. Neville Henderson. tending first showing here of ‘Pins | 
former British ambassador to th€ onq Needles’ took offense at a final 


Reich, was greeted with boos. 

All this might have taken place in 
nx suburb of Berlin. But it didn’t. 
}i was hardly two miles from Times 

(Continued on page 47) 


comedy skit, which poked fun at 
Father Charles E. Coughlin. Every 
sketch drew loud applause, but the 
last one showing Coughlin, with a 
swastika on one _ shirt-sleeve and | 
Adolf Hitler's countenance on the | 
other. caused an outburst of hisses | 
and boos, especially when reference 
made'to his ‘Little Flower Shrine’ 





Two Pic Versions Of 
‘Arise’ to Fit Mood 
Of Nazi Attitudes 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Paramount is filming two versions | 
of ‘Arise My Love’ at the same time, 


fore it was over what appeared to 
be 100 objectors had _ departed. 
Those who remained, however, ap- 
plauded loudly. 

The number was called “The Har- 
mony Boys’ and depicted Coughlin, 


eer . " “chi ; . “jes M ae : 
ico avoid : ane tagectd “ count: US. Senator Robert Reynolds of 
\ . : é ‘ -utre -compla- | — . : Jy 
which nee vas =r the 5 re oe North Carolina and Fritz Kuhn as 
cent attitude toward Nazism. Ut the ‘Harmony Boys,’ played respec- 


studios are planning to follow the 
same system in pictures that might 
cause international complications. 

In the original script, by Charles 
Brackett and Billy Wilder, Hitlerism 
handled without pulling any| 
punches. Then the players do a re- 
vised version, with the dialog toned 
down to avoid offense to Nazi sym- 
pathizers. Studio execs have not yet 
decided whether to release both ver- | 
sions in this country. 


tively by Wally Caste, Berni Gould 
and Harry Clark. 

The touring Broadway show is 
scheduled to remain here all week. 


RUBY KEELER TURNS 


is 


Chicago, July 23. 
Ruby Keeler has handed in notice 
of her intention to quit her role in 


‘Chin Chow,’ Last War’s 


‘Hold On to Your Hats? currently 

Click Reopens In London at the Grand Opera House here. 
’ 2 Notice has not yet been accepted. 
London, July 23. however, by her ex-husband, Al 

With most of the London theatres | Jojson, producer and star of the 
closed, and ‘Rebecca’ and the Old | chow. as Miss Keeler has a run-of- 
Vie with Shakespeare the only legit |the-play contract. It’s understood, 
plays running, thwarted first-night- though, that an agreement will be 
ers flocked to the revival of ‘Chu yeached for her to leave at the close 
Chin Chow’ at the Palace. of the Chicago engagement, now set 


Show, which was at His Majesty’s 
five years during the last war, had 
been touring for some weeks before 
deciding to risk a West End presen- 


for Aug. 10. 

Eunice Healy is in Chi to see the 
and may replace Miss Keeler. 
Family 


show 


Vass 


lation : ing to quit because assignment is not 
Rosalinde Fuller is the fiery, important enough. Jolson is seeking 
vengeful desert girl; Lyn Harding, 3g femme trio to replace them. 


despite his 72 years, gives a forceful 


characterization of the title role 
created by Oscar Asche, author of ARRIVALS 
ihe book, while Jerry Verno is a 


Jack Powell, Rosita, Harold Smith, 
Mrs. Hugo Speck, Waverly Root, 
Victor Lusinchi, Ludwig Lawrence, 
Elias Lapiniere, Arthur Field. 


surprise success as the drunken Ali 
Baba. Music and settings are as lilt- 
ing and attractive as ever. With so 
jittle competition, this venture might 


win out. 
an't § ff 
Can't Scare Us 0 
Hollywood, July 23 
Despite lean takings by pictures 
treating with the Nazi scene or war 
horrors, Columbia is going ahead men 
with production of ‘I Joined the 
Bund.’ Prat Milwaukee, July 23. 
li goes on Ralph Cohn’s production Truth of the old gag that one 
slate. man’s pie is another man’s poison 
<2. was never more definitely demon- 
strated than during this’ town’s 


2 


just ended. Attendance reached a 
record total of 1,250,000 persons over 
the eight-day period, which meant 
that a goodly percentage of that 
number steered shy of theatre box- 


Walter Lang’s ‘Alley’ 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Directorial job on ‘Tin Pan Alley, 
a saga of the popular song business, | 
goes to Walter Lang, who recently | 
piloted the John Barrymore picture, 
"The Great Profile,’ at 20th-Fox. 
Filming starts Aug. 26, with Alic 
Faye in the top femme role. 


SAILINGS 


touched, even dur- 
days of the de- 


est figure 
ing the 
e pression. 


ever 
darkest 


nival, which had the concessions at 
the festival this year, the event was 
a lifesaver. All 

had been running into bad weaiher 


July 31 (New York to Galveston), breaks, denting the bank roll un- | 


Feggy. Scheuermann (Siboney ). | (Continued on page 39) 


in hotcha swing. | 
When the skit first began, patrons | 
started io leave the theatre, and be- | 


IN NOTICE TO JOLSON 


is also reported want-|} 


seventh annual Midsummer festival | 


offices, dropping grosses to the low- | 


But to the Beckman & Gerity ear- | 


season the e¢arny | 


A.C. CLUBS TOLD 
T0 CENSOR 
SHOWS 


Atlantic City, July 23. 
Mayor Tom Taggart served notice 
on local nitery operators last week 
that they must censor their own floor 
shows, or else. He indicated, with- 
/out quite saying so, that what is al- 
lowed in one neighborhood may not 

be allowed in another and added: 
‘Performers and proprietors will 


not be allowed to go beyond the 
line of decency, and if they don’t 
know what that line is-—-it is going 


to be too bad.’ 

Mayor Taggart ordered Dorothy 
Henry to stop doing her ‘milk dance’ 
in the Wonder Bar, at the corner of 

| Aretic and Kentucky avenues. Miss 
Henry. direct from Leon & Eddie's 
in N. Y.. was reputed to have 30 gal- 
lons of milk sprayed over her ap- 


parently nude body during each 
dance. 
Even under previous administra- 


tions night clubs have been made to 
govern themselves according to their 
neighborhood. Clubs next to the 
Boardwalk are usually allowed to go 
the limit, 


No 3d Tone for Morgan 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Ralph Morgan announces he will 
not stand for a third term as prexy 


of Screen Actors Guild. 
Edward Arnold is being men- 
tioned as new head of the organi- 
' Zauon. 


‘U’ Pacts Nell O’Day 
Hollywood, July 23. 
Nell O'Day signed a term contract 
at Universal and continues as the 
femme lead in Johnny Mack Brown's 
series of westerns for 1940-41. 
| Next picture is ‘The Man 
‘ Cheyenne.’ 


From 


Milw. Festival Pulls 1,250,000 in 8 Days: 


Great for Carny, Murder on Theatres’ 


+ 





IT’S SAFER IN ENGLAND 


Arthur Treacher’s Mother, in Bomb 
Zone, Warns Son About N. Y. 





Saratoga Spring, July 23. 

Arthur Treacher a big man 
|; now—six feet four and a half—with 
an international reputation for his 
| butler roles in films. But he’s still 
; his mother's ‘little boy.’ She is 77. 
His mother is in England, he re- 
; counted at the New Worden Hotel 


1S 


during his stay here. They've 
'turned the bathroom of the home 
into a bembproof shelter. Bombs 


have dropped from German planes 
within eight miles of the home. 
‘But she writes me,’ Treacher said, 
i ‘that she hears I am in New York. 
‘do be careful of the traffic,’ she 


_warned me/ 


ee, 


Hold Your Fire, Men 


San Francisco, July 23. 

If the Bohemian Clubbers at their encampment late this month. on 
the Russian River hard by. can get the tenants of the Pelican camy 
to sing in the same key with arms around each other, all will be ha:- 
monious as in years gone by. Trio under suspicion of rifting the lite 
quartered under the same roof, are Gene Buek, prexy of American 
Society of Composers, Authors & Rublishers; Niles Trammell, presi- 
dent of Nationa! Broadcasting Co. and his host, Don Gilman, NBC 
western division chieftain. 

The rules comroittee may impose a tabu on the discussion of music 
in the Pelican camp. 


Lambs’ Annual Wash an Orgy Of 
Charlie Horses, Gifts and Laughs 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


Sunday (21) the Lambs held their annual Wash at East Islip, L. 1. or 
the beautiful grounds of the Percy Williams Home. It was a far crv from 
the first Lambs’ Wash which was held in 1875 at the Bayside, L. I.. he me 
of the late Cray Greene. Then three carriages sufficed to carry the me irye 
makers, but last Sunday a special train carried nearly 300 Lambs and 
their guests to East Islip, where they were met by busses and private cars 
which carried them to the expansive lawns of the Home. sie 

There they lined up and Jean Paul King, for the Lambs, presented « big 
American Flag to the Home. As it was raised everybody stood at atten- 
tion and sang “The Star Spangled Banner’. The visitors were welc med 
by A. O. Brown, ex-Shepherd, who heads the directors of the Home. Then 
the gang broke ranks end made a dash for the refreshment tent. 

It wasn't very long before everybody was over the grounds getting their 
Charlie Horses for the coming week. There were many events on the 
card for the older members and for the non-athletic contingent, such as 
spelling bees, dart throwing, pitching silver dollars; also horseshoe pitch- 
ing and quoits. These were the non-Sloan Liniment. contests. Younger 
men had sack races, three-legged races, obstacle races, potato races 100 
and 50-yard dashes, and bicycling against time. i . 
, There was a 50-yard dash for the A. K.’s in which Jack Norworth acied 
a8 rabbit, but the older dogs passed him on the 10-yard line. ° Then there 
were golfing events, pitching, driving with cotton balls. and hole-in-one 
contest, all on the Home's nine-hole course. Also a tug-of-war and base- 
ball game that was called in the third inning on account of too many 
laughs, The gang still able to walk adjourned to the swimming pool for 
diving, relay race and greased watermelon event. By that time evervbody 
was ready for a splendid dinner that was served in the Chalet , ; 

After the feast everybody adjourned to the lawn in front of the house 
the spacious open porch of which served as a stage, and the show was on. 
King, the radio announcer, who was the Collie of this year’s te gall 
introduced by Fred Waring, Shepherd. King then started giving out pri: re 
to the winners of all events, over $2,000 in cash and gifts. For the first 
oe the history of a Wash, gifts were presented to all the guests of 
ly ome, electric razors for the men and bottles of perfume to the we- 

Show, arranged by R. H. Burnside, had to be cut 
Glee Club opened followed by yours truly ' 
time vaudeville, in turn followed by Ray ] 
played piano. ; 











Fred Waring and his 
In @ comedy story about eld 
Perkins, who talked, sang and 


Gaxton's Protege—Moore 

‘Bill Gaxton was then introduced, who in turn introduced a protege he 
picked up who turned out to be Victor Moore. Vie made a serious speech 
and the boys gave him an ovation. It was getting dark, so the Glee Club 
sang The Lord’s Prayer,’ which was. introduced at the last outing ance is 
now a ritual. 

Yes sir, the Lambs were washed ané the fiock of tired but happy club- 
men took it on the ‘lamb’ for home. 


It was a great aff ALT in fact the Ere les Wi h th i) . 
€ , i € st as at as evel! hela, They 


Guild May Get Jane Cowl, COAST GUILD’S SKED 
Joan Crawford for B’way READS LIKE WHO’S WHO 


oo 








Jane Cowl, 


| currently touring the Hollywood, July 23. 

| Strawhats in ‘Captain Brasshound's c ais i 

| Conversion,’ may do the revival on ©oO many marquee names have 
| Broadway in the fall for the Theatre Pee” drafted for fhe three-week 
|Guild. Deal isn’t final, but has been stage program of the Theatre Guild 
| tentatively set of Southern California that they 


In case that goes through, the have to be announced in alphabeti- 
| Guild hopes to get Joan Crawford C#l order. 

|for the lead in ‘Limbo.’ which Miss Cast consists of Binnie Barnes, 
| Cowl revised and in which she had Constance Bennett, Nigel Bruce, 
| been mentioned as likely to appear,| Gladys Cooper, Lillian Kemble, 





| 2 . 
|Miss Crawford is known to be, Ernest Cossart, June Duprez, Dou- 
anxious to do a Broadway show. Ylas Fairbanks, Jr., Reginald Gard- 
== eae aod ner, Muriel Hutchinson, Elsa Lan- 
chester, Morton Lowry, Herbert 
N. 7. to i A. Marshall, Basil Rathbone, Rosalind 
ait Ti Anions: Russell, Henry Stevenson, Dame 
S ; May Whitty, Roland Young and 
Gene Buck. 
Eddie Cantor Blanche Yurka. 
u =: . Ci- i , > . i 3s ut- 
Humphrey Doulens, , starting Aug. 5, the Guild E , 
Carol Irwin one = bey ripe a ce ptige ; a 
Andre Kostelanetz. ee ee Paes Sh eet 
Series, each series to run one week 


D. B. Lederman. 
Mary Mason 

Barrett McCormick 
Ben Miggins. 

Lili Pons. 

Jimmy Saphier. 
Peggy Scheuermann. 


Alan Camphell’s Flyer 
As an Actor Again 


| Alan Campbell, in recent years 
L. A. to N. Y. iconfining himself to writing, meade 


John Conti. ‘a brief return to the stage last week 


atte Tawi i a small part in ‘Our Betters. at 
: the Bucks Count theatre, New 

Frances F: y haghets 
See? |Hope, Pa. Plans no further acting 


Stewart Faulkner. 
Harry M. Goetz. 
Nana Gollner. 
S. K. Lauren. 
Thomas Little. 
Hugh Martin. 
Anne Nagle. 
George Raft. 
Taft Schreiber. 
Cress Smith. 
Sam Weisbord. 
Bert Wheeler. 


| stints. 


| He and his wife, Dorothy Parker. 
jaré summering at their farm at 
| Buckingham, Pa., near New Hope. 
|Place has no telephone, as it’s 10¢ 
|far from any regular lines for phone 
| company to install poles and a line 
jeéven though the Campbells offered 
fo pay the cost. Couple even tried 
| to exert pressure on the company 
} through friends in Washington, but 
‘to no avail. 
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Maurice Wilson Sees No Further Brit. 
Film Production Until Hitler Is Beaten 


+ 





i 
With completion of two pictures | 


now in work in England, no further 
production can be expected there 


until Hitler is taken care of, Maur- 
ice Wilson, chairman of Grand Na- 
tional Pictures, Ltd., declared in New 
York Monday (22). Wilson arrived 
from England last Wednesday (17) 
to negotiate American distribution 
deals for three of his films. 

Wilson said the only films in pro- 
ductien are one by Gainsborough at 
Shephard’s Bush Studios, London, 
and ‘Major Barbara,’ Gabriel Pascal's 
picture, at Denham. Nevertheless, 
he declared, business is actually bet- 
ter than the same months last year 
in many sections. 

He asserted he has personal know- 
ledge concerning the Odeon circuit, 
one of England’s three biggest, which 
controls 300 houses in all parts of 
the Isle. Odeon’s totai gross during 
May and June was considerably 
better than the same period of 1939, 
although these were good normal 
months last year, Wilson stated. 


B.o.s were off in coastal areas, but | 


this was more than compensated for 
in inland territories. 

Three films for which Wilson is 
seeking American release are being 


shipped from England today (Wed- | 


nesday). They are ‘You Will Re- 
member,’ with Robert Morley and 
Emlyn Williams; ‘Under Your Hat,’ 
with Jack Hulbert and Cecily Court- 
neidge, and ‘Room for Two,’ with 
Frances Day and Vic Oliver. 

Wilson said his staff has not been 


tioning normally. He declared there 
had been no special demands for 
film producers to cooperate in 
war effort in making propaganda or 
other pictures. First film man sum- 
moned in this regard was Sydney 
Bernstein, managing director of the 
Granada circuit, who was called in 
only last week to assist the Informa- 
tion Ministry. 


BUDDY ROGERS LAYING 
DOWN BATON FOR 20TH 


July 
bandmaster, 





Houston, 23 


Buddy Rogers, 
become Buddy Rogers, actor, on Aug. 
1, 


will 


he revealed while playing an en- 


Ragement at the Plantation here 
Rogers flew to the Coast Sunda 
night (21) at the close of his Planta- 


tion engagement, and is due back to 
Texas to open at the Baker Hotel. 
Dallas, July 25. At the end of a 
week’s engagement there, he will lay 
down his baton and return to Holly- 
wood where he is under contract to 
20th Century-Fox. 

Johnny Morris, 
poser, will take over the band Aug. 1 

Morris was in the throes of build- 


ing a band of his own last year when 


he gave it up to join Rogers. 

Rogers has played to near-capacity 
crowds on week nights and to ca- 
pacity crowds on weekends during 
his engagement. Plantation’s capacity 
is 3,000. 





HENIE’S PLANS 


on One 
Another, 





In Ice Show, 


and ‘Sun Valley’ Pic 





Except 
work on 
Sonja Henie declared last week her 
interest in the ice show which opens | 
at the Center theatre, N. Y., Sept. 
15, is wholly financial. 
appear in the show, and her activi- 
lies in connection with its produc- 
tion will be limited by the necessity 
of rehearsing her own revue, which 
will open on the Coast in mid-Oc- 
tober, 

Her next picture assignment, Miss 
Henie said will be in ‘Sun Valley’ 
for 20th-Fox, probably in February. 
She is presently summering with | 
Dan Topping, whom she 
married, at Easthampton, L. I. 


for minor consultative 





ee 


'and William 





Now YOU Wait 


Wellvweed, July 23. 

Pictures waited so long for 
Orson Welles to get started that 
it became a Hollywood legend. 
When a belated thespian arrived 
home, the conjugal query was: 
‘Who d’ya think you are—Orson 
Welles?’ 

At long last, Orson is helping 
himself to a chuckle. His first 
picture, ‘Citizen Kane,’ is all 
scripted and ready to shoot, but 
there is no room for it on the 
RKO lot, with eight other com- 
panies at work. Now Welles 
waits..at least until next Tues- 
day (30) when he’s been prom- 
ised studio space. 








UA May Bankroll 


Muni - Dieterle 
Producing Unit 


— 


+ 
v 





. 





LOGK OF oTAGE, 


MUSICALS DUE 


Show Biz Veers From Drama 
To Lighter Things as a 
Counter-Irritant to the 
War—Over 75 Pix With 
Songs or Music Due 


— 


20 BPWAY MUSICALS 


America will have plenty of op- 
portunity during the coming season 
to forget the woes of war if present 
plans of film and legit producers ma- 
terialize, A veritable flood of mu- 


sicals both from Hollywood and on 
Broadway, is promised to keep 
thoughts on the fluffier things of life. 
Show business—after some sad ex- 
periences with drama_ recently 
proved that audiences are getting 
their fill of such fare in daily head- 
lines—is determined to stick to the 
lighter things, and musicals will play 
a big part in such a trend. 
According to present schedules, the 
film industry will turn out something 
over 75 tunefilms or pictures with 
songs during 1940-41. At the same 
time, the more nebulous program of 





Strong possibility that Paul Muni} 
Dieterle will form! 


'some sort of producing unit which 
| will work at United Artists is in the | 


| wind. 
depleted by war drafts and is func- | 


Muni and Dieterle, who ri 
rected him in some of his top pix, 


;}are understood to have had several | 


iconfabs with UA execs before their 
the | 


| 


drummer-com- | 


Heading | 


casting and production, | ; : 
Sam Coslow Dickering 
For Glenn Miller Orch 


She will not | 


recently | 


|or 
4 


| troupe. 


executives 


| South American background. 


withdrawal from their Warner 
Bros contracts last week. 

Murray Silverstone, UA chief, re- 
fused to deny or confirm the Muni- 
Dieterle affiliation Monday (22). 
He’s considering a trip to the Coast, 
however, in about a week and it is} 
understood that the deal by which | 
the player and director would come 

UA will be one of the principal 

ns for the visit. 

Whether Muni and Dieterle would 
their own producing organiza- | 
obtaining financing through 
aid of UA, or would work on 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Local Detroit Boy 


Making Good Under 
Bob Hope s Direction 


Det ‘oit, July 23. 
among those high 
o drop back-stage 
the stars is getting a 
break here. His name 
Georgie O'Leary, 14, and in the 
eighth grade. 

When high school reporters inter- 
viewed Bob Hope on a recent visit 
here, the lad cut himself 
yup. He made quite an impres- 
sion on Hope— the kid is a good 
hoofer, been studying for years— 
with the result that he was spotted 
for a few appearances with the Hope 

The Michigan theatre took 
and now the lad has been 
signed for the house’s 
show starting July 26 
| Krupa’s orch. 

Zest of all, Hope was so impressed 


A 
>t h 


to 


kid stowaway 

1 § } 
wl reporters wi 
interview 
professional 


is 


notice 


with Gene 


by the kid he is making a sort of 
protege of him and Paramount stage 


will drop in during hi 
appearance here to catch his turn. 





Sam Coslow, co-head of Voco Pro- 
ductions (Jack Votion), an RKO unit, 
is dickering with Glenn Miller for 
‘Never a Dull Moment’ (tentative 
title), forthcoming filmusical with a 
Theme 
treats with a U. S. band that takes 
the cariocans by storm. 

‘Dreaming Out Loud,’ Lum and 
Abner film. is their first and a second 
L.-A. (three in all) goes into work 
soon 


| declared 


into the | 


anniversary 


Broadway appears to hold in the 
neighborhood of 20 musicals, in ad- 
dition to the three now running. 
Tilting the number of musicals on 
next season’s Hollywood slate is the 
sastetihane eat on Fst 47 


Eddie Cantor t to Prod. 


And Star in Musical 
By Unknown Writers 


Eddie Cantor will co-produce and| 


star in a show on Broadway in the} 
fall, he said Monday (22) in New 
York. Play, as yet untitled, was 


youngster employed by the city of 
New York, all novices, the comedian 
It is a comedy into which 





| 
| 
j 


Foreign Status Will Further More 
7, Deals in H wood, Thinks Wanger; 
Airs Ideas on Ads, Polls, Musicals 





Jes’ Formal 





Formalities, apparently, must 
be observed at the Waldorf- 
Astoria, N. Y. Varinry mugg 
called up on Monday (22) and 
asked for Eddie Cantor. 

Voice of the operator replied 
coldly: ‘Ill ring Mr. Edward 
Cantor.’ 





————————————— 


Swarm of Stars 


OnN.A.B. Special 
Salute Aug. 3 


Although plans are still incom- 
plete, the National Assn. of Broad- 
casters’ dedication ‘to the freedom of 





American radio,’ to be aired Aug 3 | 


from the New York and San Fran- 


cisco fairs, will probably include an | 
unprecedented array of name guests. | 


Program to run 60 minutes, will be 
aired on the eve of the N.A.B. con- 
vention in San Francisco. 

List of those who have agreed to 
appear includes Rudy Vallee, Major 
Bowes, Kate Smith, Lowell Thomas, 
James Melton, Francia White, the 
Revellers, Gertrude Berg, Colonel 
Stoopnagle, Phil Cook, Lenny Ross, 
H. V. Kaltenborn, Tommy Riggs, 
Graham McNamee, Ted _ Husing, 
Dorothy Gordon, Morton Downey, 

(Continued on page « 47) 


'Shuberts Lose In WB 


written by two college boys and a} 


Injunction Plea Over 
Actor Richard Ainley 


(Shubert) 





Select Theatres Corp. 


| lost their plea for a temporary in- 


| three or four songs, as yet un- 
| written, will be inserted as special-| 
| ties for himself. 
| Show, of which Al Lewis will be 
| co-producer, will open in Boston in 
| mid-September and come to New 
| York two weeks later Casting is 
now being worked out, with debate 
as to whether a Ho 1 or Broad- 
way name will be ed to supple- 
ment Cantor's 
| His plans to produce ‘Sweet Land 
| of Liberty,’ musical with an all- 
Negro cast including Bill Robinson 
and Ethel Waters, have been 
dropped, Cantor said. fe explained 
that the script pokes fun at the 
White House, which, he feels, ‘in 
this hour of danger is sacreligious.’ 
Comedian will plane to the Coast 
from New York early next week. 


REVERSE ENGLISH 


Strawhat’s Brushoff to Film Scouts 
Helps B.O. 

With story and talent scouts for 
major film companies regularly be- 
| sieged with invitations to summer 
theatres, barn outfit at Suffern, N. Y., 
took the opposite tack this season. 
It wrote to each company inform- 
|ing them that their Daniel Boones 


were definitely not wanted and that 
the pass list was being suspended. 

Purpose of the ban, according to 
lthe letter from Walter 
Broadway legit player 
the summer house, was to keep the 
scouts from grabbing away from him 
both plays and people showing 
promise. He intends, he told Variety, 
using the scripts and casts on Broad- 
way in the fall, when he makes his 
debut in regular producti 

If Armitage’s little stunt was a bit 
of psychology—a there have been 
a few suspicious people—it worked. 
There have been more scouts than 
usual to the house this summer—and 
each of them has paid admission. 


| 
na 


Armitage, | 
who operates | 


junction against Warner 
Richard Ainley, actor, 
when Justice Edward 
in N. Y. supreme court denied t 
plea on the ground that subsequent 
to the application, the suit had been 
transferred from the supreme to the 
federal court. Suit 


Bros. and 
Thursday (18), 


1é 


charges breach 
of contract and asks $100,000 dam- 
ages from the film company. 
Select signed Ainley to a year’s 
pact at $300 weekly July 22, 1939, 
with options for the next four years 
The option was picked up June 8, 
1940. About that time the plaintiff 


entered negotiations with 
Ainley’s services and closed 
at $1,000 weekly for 40 weeks 


a deal 
for the 


| first year, plus a graduated scale 
which would bring his saiary to $2,- 


| 500 weekly if retained at the end of 


ithree years Warners, however 
signed the actor to a year’s contract 
at $600 weekly for the first 26 weeks 


and $650 weekly for the balance of 
the year. Metro has been threaten- 
ing to cancel its proposed contract 
for Ainley’s services if the WB con- 


troversy is not straightened out soon 


2 “Major Barbara’s’; 
Clean One for U.S. 


London, July 9. 
Shooting of ‘Major Barbara’ at 
Denham is on a two-w-y schedule, 
due to the spicy tone of some of 
G. B. Shaw’s dialog. Stuff is jake 
for this side, but scenes where word- 
age is rough had producer Gabriel 





Pascal calling the players back fo1 
re-takes on sound to meet the while- 
washing of the Will Hays boys when 
‘Barbara’ meets the U. S 

Another angle is that much of the 
original cockney would be blah to 
a Yank audience. 


J. McGoldrick | 


Metro for | 


+ 


Widespread change to a system 
whereby virtually all producers, di- 
rectors, writers and stars will be 
working on percentage instead of 
salary will come about in two years 
if the present foreign situation con- 
tinues, it was predicted by Walter 
Wanger last week. Producer, long 
an advocate of the percentage sys- 
tem, said that the state of the world 
; market makes it impossible for stu- 
| dios to take the entire rap for bad 
| pictures. Cost must be spread out 

among those responsible. On the 
other hand, same people will make 
more coin on good pictures. 
| In addition to the foreign angle, 
| Wanger declared that his experience 
bee the ‘profit-sharing’ system 

proved that talent did a better job 
because it felt it carried a greater 
share of responsibility. * Wanger said 
| he has been in favor of percentage 
| deals for 15 years and among those 
| with whom he has had such con- 
tracts are Fredric March for his ap- 
; pearance in ‘Trade Winds‘ and John 
| Ford, who produced ‘Stage Coach’ 
and is now turning out ‘Long Voy- 
age Home’ under the Wanger banner. 
Wanger was in New York fou 
ays for confabs with Murray Sil- 
(Continued on page 45) 
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JANICE LOGAN (PAR) 
STRANDED IN PARIS 


Chicago, July 23 

Janice Logan, Chicago girl, last 
|seen in ‘Dr. Cyclops’ (Par), is 
| stranded in Paris without funds, ac- 
cording to information received here 
by her parents who have appealed 
to Washington officials for informa- 
tion. 

Miss Logan left for France three 
weeks ago ostensibly to wed a 
French newspaperman, but no word 
has been received since, except that 
she reached Paris and _ requires 
money to get home. 
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HIGH-COST PIX OF DUBIOUS B. 0. SOCK 





BEING CLOSELY WATCHED BY H. 0. EXECS 


Doesn’t Mean Red Light Will Curb Big Budgeters 
Entirely, But Greater Dollar Insurance at Box- 


office a Must Right pc 


The red light is up against costly 
productions which show only pass- 
ing chance of returning their nega- 
tive costs. It does not mean there 
will be a sparsity of expensive fea- 
tures for the 1940-41 season, but it 
does mean that excessiwe-cost ve- 
hicles are being watched as never 
before. 

Concensus is that present dollar 
cost in production should be retained 
but that costs should be carefully 
realigned so that the dollar buys 
more in the way of sure boxoffice. 
It’s all in line with the desire for 
more care on costly productions. The 
warning has been issued that the big 
task confronting the film business is 
to bring the de luxe picture within 
the realm of possible returns obtain- 
able in the domestic market alone. 
The success with which different 
companies realign their costs is like- 
ly to be reflected in the next six 
months’ earnings reports. 

Old argument that it can’t be done 
has been discounted both by high 
executives and financial experts. | 
They merely point to the number of , 
costly pictures in the past that have | 
panned out all right without even 
considering the foreign field. 

Entire idea is to make the dollar 
buy more, and not to overlook elab- | 
orate films. Thus if a big major | 
company is able to turn out a b.o. | 
draw production for $800,000, w here | 
before it cost $1,200,000, the organi- | 
zation is expected to make strides | 
with a revised producing setup. Dif- | 
ficulty in the past, 
financial men, is that there were too 
many high cost pictures 


tion by the public. 


No trouble is anticipated with 


cheaper pictures of obviously lesser | of $8.25 a day. 


quality because they are budgeted 


so low that a distributor can even) 


show a profit on moderate domestic 
returns. It’s the high-budget babies 
that are going to prove a headache 
in ensuing months. 
Moderate Budgeteers 

The originally budgeted $400.000 
picture which winds up with an out- 
lay of $800,000 are the ones being 
watched closely in the east. Top of- 
ficials blame this upon errors of 
judgment as to stars, story and lack 
of initial preparation. Only differ- 


ence is that there will be no big for- | 


eign return to cover these mistakes. 

False notions of some producers 
regarding the possibilities of ex- 
tended runs also have been given a 
thorough going over recently in the 
east. Just because a picture is an 


epic means little to the exhibitor | 


who won't go for running it six 
weeks instead of three. Idea of 
forcing these runs also has been ex- 
aggerated, it was revealed, because 
the average exhib insists upon re- 
duced percentage terms if asked to 
carry a film along in hopes of se- 
curing added revenue. 

Opinio among exhibitors in the 
east is that they will go for extended 
runs only if the picture warrants it. 
At the same time, they admit, it is 
bad business to pull off a production 
when it is doing business. Most ex- 
hibs claim that no distributor is go- 
ing to ask for an extended run if the 
production does not warrant it. 
Along the same lines, survey recent- 
Iy made shows that forced runs sel- 
dom net the distributor much addi- 
tional coin. The 35% picture may go 
for three weeks but if forced for ad- 
ditional weeks, the exhibitor will 
seek a percentage rental reduction, 
and will get it. 

Also the question as to whether 
too many extended runs don’t cut 
into subsequent run business has 
been raised. Certainly no more peo- 
ple see the film when carried along 
in the first-run house because this 
cuts into attendance for the subse- 
quent run theatre. Besides the mat- 
ter of admission prices today is not 
vastly different between some first 
runs and subsequer’~ with matinee 
scales nearly a standoff, 

This leaves ti:e ..uiter of in- 
creased revenue per picture largely 
a matter of whether economic con- 
ditions improve _ sufficiently to 
justify higher percentage deals. The | 
issue of extended runs also hinges | 
‘on what the picture is doing at the) 
boxoffice, and is something that can’t | 
be judged by how much was spent in. 
making the picture. 


oe 


‘ cf! 


| paign, 


| February when she was working in 
in the belief of | 


of poor | 
quality as measured by their recep- | 


| had ended. 


‘Cost of Wrecking Bio’s 
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Tax Slogan 








Philadelphia, July 23. 
(Pop) Graves, manager 
of Stanley-Warner's Grove the- 


| J. M. 
| atre, in Willow Grove, has coined 
} 





a slogan to take the curse off 
the new Federal tax. It’s printed 
on a sign over the boxoffice and 
reads: 

‘Movie Pence for 


A H. BLANK TO D.C. ON 
HIS U. $. GOV'T DUTIES 


fense.’ 
A. H. Blank, co-ordinator for the 
western theatres on the Govern- 


roster Seaeteet mo oe cs | VES ROUT 
leaves today (Wednesday) | PLAN NEARLY READY 


for Washington to confer on plans in | 
Universal's contemplated recapital- 


connection with it. He states he | 

will return to New York before go- | 
ization plan, work on which started 
several months ago in accordance 


ing back to Iowa, where he makes 
headquarters. 

Among other things, Blank saw) with the announced proposal of ex- 
‘Land of Liberty’ yesterday ‘Tues-'|ecutives, is’ nearing completion, ac- 
day), which it is reported Metro will cording to Wall Street. Possibility 
physically distribute through¢ut the|of early presentation of such new 
country. Picture, made by Cecil B. | capitalization proposition to the 
de Mille and financed by the majors,' directors and stockholders for ap- 
is a full-length, free attraction at the | proval is reported back of the re- 
N. Y. World’s Fair Federal Bldg. i|markable strength in Universal 

ishares last week. Universal pre- 
| ferred rose 10 points in two days 
F A while both the common and cer- 
Extra Loses ur nd tificates for common stock showed 
*, | unusual strength for the present dull 
Thereby Hangs a Suit 
Earnings of the company for the 
| third quarter ending this month also 
— Los Angeles, July 23. are credited with being about in line 
oo Lynn, an extra, won the first | with previous optimistic estimates. U 
round in a suit against Metro that | showed more than $1,000,000 net, 
oo even after writing off $8,000 per 
| Municipal Court overruled the stu- | week because of foreign losses, for 
| dio’s demurrer in the girl’s suit to |}the first six months. 
collect damages of $585 for a fur Recap proposal was suggested by 
coat lost on the Culver City lot last | the management in order to simplify 


Our De- 




















market. 
| may set a precedent in Hollywood. | 


: ; 3 the corporate structure, leaving few 
Two Girls on Broadway. | shares outstanding, and possibly pay- 
Miss Lynn claims she removed her |ing up some preferred divvy ar- 
coat, under orders from a director, to |rears. Whole idea behind proposi- 
appear in a certain scene, and could | tion is more economical operation by 
not find the garment when the scene | the company. 
She asks $335 for the | ————— 
loss of the coat, plus its rental value | 
Possession of the fur, 
she asserts, made it possible to ac- 
cept special clothes calls at $16.50 a 
day instead of the ordinary $8.25 for 
extras. 





| 


“ e | 
Steelwork Saves Studio}! pispute over the screen rights to 


Unusual steel and concrete con-|the unproduced play from which 
struction of Biograph studio in the | ‘Pastor Hall’ was made will not de- 
Bronx, N. Y., has saved it from | lay release of the film, James Roose- 
housewreckers’ hammers. Empire | velt, owner of American distributing 
Trust Co., which controls the prop- | Privileges, declared Monday (22) in 
erty, was on the way to having the | New York. Murray Silverstone, 
four-story structure torn down a/|chief of United Artists, which will 


couple of months ago but has changed | do the actual distributing, confirmed | 


its mind since discovering how | Roosevelt's statement. 


much it would cost. Studio will! Roosevelt and Silverstone both ex- 
likely go back into film production | pressed the certainty that a satis- 


as _a result. factory agreement could be reached 
George B. Trigg, head of Em-| with the estate of Ernst Toller, who 
pire’s real estate department, de-| wrote the story. 


Leslie Kirsch, at- 
torney for the Toller adn 
and William Fitelson, 
British Grand National, 


clared Monday (15) that a number 
of deals are on the fire for lease or 
sale of the building, including sev- 
eral with major companies. 


iinistrator, 
counsel for 
from whom 


Most | Roosevelt bought the American 
interested, however, he said, are | rights, met in a lengthy confab yes- 
producers of commercials and terday (Tuesday) in an effort to 


shorts. 

Empire will in no way aid in the 
financing of any producer who takes 
the studio over, Trigg said. Bank 
during the winter had entered into 
several deals for participating in the | 
financing of feature production at 
the studio, but backed out before 
they were consummated. 


straighten out the difficulties. 
George Garfield, the Toller admin- 
istrator, maintains that Charter 
| Films, Ltd., producers of the picture, 
never purchased title to the ‘Pastor 
Hall’ story. Charter is an indie out- 
fit operated by John Boulting and 
financed by British GN to produce 
for their release. Picture was ex- 
hibited throughout England without 
a squawk. 
| Kirsch declared that he will start 
no legal 
bution of the picture, 
current confabs are concluded, but 
that the estate will ‘protect its 
rights.” Less than two weeks ago, 
he said, on July 12, reps of GN were 





‘Finger’ for Leonard 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Metro handed Robert Z. Leonard 
the producer-director chore’ on 
‘Third Finger, Left Hand,’ as his next 
on the Culver City lot. 
Lionel Houser wrote the story and 
drew a new contract. 5 


at least until 





PRUE BIN ook 5 oa a oy 5. b:5abace 8468s Ble oo cee cadedin de Page 12 
ree free Cee Ts ee eee oe .Page 12 
Pee Mer teres en VENI, , .3.. 6 6S S SN wi Sa es cd eres ak Page 12 
Se TE a a a ee Page 22 
Oo, SORES a RE a oe ane ee ee ee Page 24 
Radio reviews: Jerry Lester, Margaret C. Banning, Alfred 
MN el Ae Le ta. @ als $40 ave MOR 4 eS OKO Oe hw oes Page 26 
BMI-ASCAP ....... CRETE O CSET OE. eke eis CORES le oe Cee Page 33 
ET I 62s 555.8 5. tik g 2 046 Sk eb Fe pow aa CA WH wen Page 37 
oe Cee ee er eee ene ere Page 41 
BAe WHS OF LRTADETIION:... ......« kia 554 006 555 ES ee Page 41 
SE MS I ons kpin.b sce cd¥ev deed ctO Cees wis neh eee ..Page 41 
Miriam Hopkins’ settlement...........: Putiinedg cnat Seis. eed Page 41 














proceedings to halt distri- | 


still trying to buy the sereen rights, | 





O’DONNELL’S PUGS, OIL 





Showman Running Between Fighters 
and Oil Wells 





A theatre operator most of the | 
time, Bob O'Donnell, of the Inter- 
state circuit, also has other varied | 
interests, latest of which includes oil | 
well property and two prizefighters. | 
He had Lew Jenkins previously, but 
gave him up and now his ring in- | 
vestments are Jimmy Webb, a light- 
heavyweight, and Arthur Dowrell, a 
welter, both of whom are coming | 
along nicely. O'Donnell slipped into 
New York quietly last week to see 
the Jenkins-Armstrong fistic tilt. 


Reporting on his oil well in Texas, 
O’Donnell stated that it is a 4,000- 
barrel well, but due to present re- 
strictions production is limted to 48 
a day. It cost $30,000 to drill, but | 
this was handled separately. O’Don- 
nell has six others with him on the 
75-acre tract on which the well is 
located, including Ned Depinet, v.p. 
and general sales manager of RKO. 
Each put in $2,500 and figure to get 
back the initial investment within a 
year. Four additional wells are to 
be drilled on the property. 


DUVIVIER AND GRAETZ 
AWAITING RENE CLAIR 


While Julien Duvivier, French di- 
rector, remains in New York hud- 
dling with Paul Graetz, president of 
Transcontinental Films, regarding 
several features to be made in Holly- 
wood this year, visa trouble is hold- 
ing up the arrival of Rene Clair, 
French producer-director. 

Both directors with  Graetz 
planned to hop off for the Coast this | 
week but this plan temporarily has 
been abandoned pending further 
word from Clair. Presently pro-} 
posed to make four features, each 
director producing and megging two, 
in Hollywood with French yarns 
translated into English and made | 
with Parisian technique. Transcon- 
tinental handled the production of 
several features in France before | 
the v war r halted operations. 








Roosevelt, Silverstone Clearing Up 
Details to Expedite Pastor Hall’ Pic 


sniniaiinnaiiaaaiin 


although the picture had been com- 
pleted for months. 


Background 


GN has a contract for the rights 
signed by Garfield. Kirsch main- 
tains, however, that this is void be- 
cause, after waiting from March to 
June, he received back no signed 
copy or other communication, where- 
upon he cabled a cancellation of the 
deal. GN maintains that the contract 
had previously been sent back. 
Kirsch said, however, this was not 
signed, but had the signature type- 
written in. 

GN also claims that Pinker & Co., 
Ltd., agents acting for the Toller es- 
tate, were paid £500 for the rights at 
the beginning of this year, before 
production was started. Kirsch ad- 
mits receiving Pinker’s check for 
this sum, but sent it back. He stated 
that Pinker was only a broker in the 
matter and not actually an agent | 
fully authorized to act for Garfield. | 

Meantime, Roosevelt has gone 
ahead with preparations for the 
film’s release. Three-minute prolog 
by his mother, Mrs. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, was shot in New York last 


| week under the supervision of Henry 


Henigson, his production chief, who 
| planed back to the Coast Monday 
(22). Much care is also being given 





|a special ad campaign which is be- 


ing devised. 
B. O. No Factor 

Because of the poor biz suffered 
by other anti-Nazi films, distribution 
and exhibition circles in New York 
have been freely expressing doubts 
about the picture’s money-making 
propensities. Roosevelt's reply to 
that was: ‘I think this is a different 
type of picture from the others and, | 
with the special prolog and adver- 
tising campaign, it will go over. | 
However, even if it doesn’t make a} 
cent, I think it will have been worth- | 
while to give Americans an oppor- | 
tunity to see it.’ 

Roosevelt is understood to 
very little financial risk. 
viewed by several companies who. 
turned it down, so he was able to 
obtain it for a comparatively small 
guarantee plus a percentage. He. 
flew back to the Coast yesterday 
(Tuesday). ’ 


stand 
Film was 


Ng 


,;methodical search for 
| among the strawhatter ranks, but has 


quity Strawhats. 
Mean Better Pix 


Recruits This Yr, 





Strawhat prospects for the screen 
are better than usual this season, 
with film talent scouts attributing 
this to the fact that there are more 
summer stocks operating with Equity 
okay. While none of talent execu- 
tives would admit this is the best 


/year for new picture faces, they do 
| say it looms better because 1939 was 


so drab. 


Majority of picture companies 


/have an average of four prospects 
under consideration, but won't an- 


nounce them until brought to New 
York at the close of their strawhat 
season for screentests. An exception 


|'is Metro which has signatured Mar- 
| jorie 


Simmons, ingenue lead in 
Ivoryton, Conn., stock. Judith Brown, 


‘a neophyte with the same group, is 


being given the once-over by 
M-G-M. Miss Simmons originally 
was spotted by Al Altman, Metro 
eastern talent executive, while she 
was in a Boston beauty contest. Mil- 
ton Stiefel, producer at Ivorytown, 
is presently grooming her for screen 
work, 

Paramount has made the usual 
new faces 


not optioned anybody or screentested 
any newcomers so far. 
Twentieth-Fox has four or five 


/prospects already singled out but 


will not announce their names until 
brought in for tests. Company has 


,a hopeful in Joan Newton, who was 
| placed through the company in the 
| stock unit at Keane, New Hampshire. 


Universal this year is looking more 
for new play possibilities than new 
players, 


L.A. DENIES PETITION 
FOR ‘WIND’ TAX CUTS 


Los Angeles, July 23. 
David O. Selznick’s petition for a 
reduction of valuation for tax pur- 
poses of his picture, ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ was denied by the County 
Board of Equalization. Selznick had 


asked that the assessed valuation on 
the original negative be reduced 
from $433,705 to $130,145. 

Selznick had claimed that the as- 
sessment was discriminatory be- 
cause it had been the custom to re- 
duce the tax charges on original 
negatives after the picture had been 
distributed. He placed the original 
cost of the negative at $4,073,000. 

Contention of John R. Quinn, 
county assessor, was that the picture 
had returned a gross income of $12,- 
402,463 and is still playing to 
crowded houses with a probability of 
breaking all records for film profits. 

No board action was taken on the 
petition of Loew’s, Inc., for a reduc- 
tion of the assessed valuation of its 
14 color prints of the picture from 
$66,570: to ) me 200 


England’s Break With 
France Reacts on RKO 














London, July 23. 
Bill Sistrom is back from his 
Hollywood trek complete’ with 


scripts for first two of RKO’s prod- 
uct here. Now he can’t use ’em. 
Due to the break with France, 


Danielle Darrieux and Michele Mor- 
Zan are out, necessitating a complete 
realignment of RKO production, as 
screenplays had been shaped to fit 
the Frenchy talent. Sistrom’s im- 
mediate chore is to find both stories 
and stars for his British films, a not- 
so-easy stunt these war days if sub- 
jects are to be maintai.ed at the 
distribution standard originally in- 
tended. 





Anne Nagel Again In 


‘Green Hornet’ Serial 
Hollywood, July 23. 

Anne Nagel becomes the cliff- 
hanging gal in ‘The Green Hornet 
Strikes Again,’ a sequel to last year’s 
‘Green Hornet’ serial at Universal. 
Ford Beebe, director, starts shoot- 
ing Monday (29) with Harry Mac- 
Rae producing. Identity of the male 


|lead is still as eagineetone as the 
‘Hornet.’ 











——1g-{, 
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PICTURES 





MASTERMINDING 





_—_— 


Average Film 


Cost: $300,000 





Despite every effort at economy 


in the past six months, when pro- 


ducers were informed of the drastic cuts made into foreign revenue, 
the average cost of a major film feature for 1939-40 season, just ending, 
will be about $300,000, or approximately 5% above the preceding sea- 


son : 
eight major companies. 


This average is compiled from about 350 features made by the 


Where some majors have been able to hold down the average budget 


per picture to about $170,000, the 


figures as about $500,000 per feature. 


most expensive production outlay 
Several companies figure the 


average cost per feature at $300,000 to $350,000, the eight sizing down 


to $300,000 as average. 


Labor costs and outlay for equipment and raw stock, plus wages, 


made it impossible for producers to scissor costs. 


been made, it was revealed, is in th 


Where strides have 
e budgeting of minor features obvi- 


ously designed solely for double-bill setups. There may be even further 
reductions on this score in the coming season. 

The $300,000 average cost per feature is in contrast to the average 
cost of major company productions back in 1932, depth of depression 


era. Then the average was $100,00 


0. 








National Theatres (Fox-W.C.) Plan | 
For Employee 


Pensions Still Hot 








Proposed earlier this year, with 
much research done meantime with 
a view to determining feasibility and 
methods of operation, the pension 
plan of National Theatres is still in 
work and, it is said, may be finally 
decided upon within a month from 
now Developments of the past 
couple months have not tabled the 
thought of some adequate and work- 
able plan, National being eager to 
carry it through if at all practical. 

The circuit embraces around 500 
theatres, including the 
Coast, Fox-Midwest, Fox-Intermoun- 
tain and Fox-Wisconsin groups. 
Affiliated with 20th-Fox, which con- 
trols a major interest in National, its 
president is Spyros Skouras and 
home offices are in New York. Chase 
National Bank has the minority in- 
terest in National. 

One of the questions that are un- 
seitled in connection with adopting 
a plan is whether it should take in 
everyone, including the home offices, 
etc. A problem arises where help 
such as ushers, for instance, are 
hired for short periods at a time or 
are relief men, etc. 

National is reported to be going 
into the situation very thoroughly 
from all angles and is collecting 
much information and data on pen- 


sioning in search of some plan that | 


could apply for a theatre organiza- 
tion like National. 


M.P. RELIEFS $100,000 





H’WOOD HOSPITAL GIFT 





Hollywood, July 23. 

High officials of the film industry 
were among the 200 who turned out 
for the dinner at the Cedars of Le- 
banon hospital to celebrate the dona- 
tion of $100,000 by the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund. It came originally 
to the Fund from the Will Rogers 


Memorial Association, and will pay | 


for the upkeep. of 10 beds in per- 
petuity 

Among the speakers 
Hays, Harry M. Warner, Lemuel 
Goldwater, president of Cedars of 
Lebanon, and Jean Hersholt, head 
of the Relief Fund. 





COIN POURS IN 


Pine, Cal. Cleans 
Location Troupes 





Lone Up On 





Hollywood, July 23. 
Citizens of Lone Pine, Cal., are in 
& financial position to fold up the 
town for a summer veation, all be- 
cause of the flow of Hollywood gold 
to them thar hills. 


20th-Fox spent $70,000 there on 
food and lodging alone for its ‘Brig- 
ham Young’ troupe for three weeks, 
and an appreciable sum for the sus- 
tenance of its ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
eompany. Meanwhile, Harry Sher- 
man bought chow and bedding for 
his western outfit. In addition, a 
large part of the male inhabitants 
of the town drew cash as atmos- 
pheric thesps. 


Fox-West 


were Will| 


4 


‘Dinah’ Might Change 
Her Mind But Not U 


Hollywood, July 23. 

‘Dinah’ is the next of Universal's 
series of features carrying popular 
song titles. 

Picture is based on a story pre- 
viosuly titled ‘Don't Give Up the 
Girl,” by Maxwell Shane, who is 
writing the screenplay. Jack Gross 
is producer. 





U WELL AHEAD 
ON 1940-41 SKED 


Running jump into 1940-41 pro- 
duction has been achieved by Uni- 
versal. Studio has eight pictures in 
cans for September and October re- 
lease and one other on which shoot- 
ing has been completed. 
tion, with dates coming in, it moved 
release date of ‘Boys 


forward the 


118, and ‘When the Daltons 
from Sept. 6 to July 26. 

On the rack awaiting release are 
| ‘Margie,’ ‘Hired Wife,’ ‘Ragtime Cow- 
| boy Joe,” ‘Argentine Nights,” ‘Mum- 
my’s Hand,’ ‘Spring Parade,’ *Leath- 





er Pushers’ and ’Man From Chey- 
enne’. Shooting is finished on ‘Little 
| Bit of Heaven’. Also complete is 
‘Swing With Bing,’ two-reeler on 
| golf with Bing Crosby, which will 


be issued Sept. 4 


IBAGNALL OUT AS PAR 


| Hollywood, July 23. 


George Bagnall resigned yesterday 
(Monday) as vice-president and ex- 
ecutive studio manage of Para- 

| mount Henry Ginsberg general 

manager, moves into the birth va- 
cated by Bagnall after five year 
with the company 

Bagnall, who came to Paramount 
from Fox and was elevated to studio 

| manager four years ago, takes a Ca- 
| + ¢ 
nadian vacation before negotiating 


another studio deal. 


The Old Two-Timer Back 


Hollywood, July 23. 
‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,’ orig- 
inally slated for production by Metro 
in London, 


Robert Donat, held in England by 


American star, whose name is still 
under cover. 





> 


In addi- | 


From Syracuse’ from Aug. 9 to July | 
Rode’ | 


STUDIO MANAGER 


is being shifted to the} 


Culver City plant, with Victor 
Saville producing on a _ $1,900,000) 
budget. 


PROD. PLANNIN 
BIGGEST PROBL 


—_— 


‘Most Monumental Collective 


Task of the Film Biz 


World Events and Busi- 
ness Trends — Nick 
Schenck’s Statement Key- 
notes General Uncertainty 





— 


| THEATRES IN SPOT 


Production planning, budgeting, 
cost control, sales requirements and 
the question of what to spend or 
how much not to spend have com- 
bined into the most monumental 
collective problem that the film in- 
dustry and its leaders have ever 
i|known, The difficulty in reaching a 
| decision as to just what to do, mean- 
| while continuing operations along the 
| soundest possibile lines, is something 
‘that not only the _ producer-dis- 
|tributors are facing but also a factor 
| that is upsetting the theatres. This 


' 
' 
I 
' 


‘is true of the larger as well as the, 


|smailer operators, 


Although going ahead with sched- | 


/uled programs announced earlier in 
ithe year, as Nicholas M. Schenck 
|recently stated in behalf of Metro, a 
combination of circumstances has 
lupset the apple-cart for all pro- 
iducers and theatre operators to the 


extent that there is no way of set-| 


ting up or going by figures with 
jany sense of reasonable assurance 
ithat they can be properly adhered 
|to or depended upon. 

Distributors say that they know 
|what domestic requirements are as 
|a result of the decrease in income 


|from abroad but what they do not| 
| know as clearly as in former years | 
is whether these requirements can | 


|be met. Some companies set up| 
| sales quotas to shoot for, others 
don’t. Disturbed markets abroad 


have also upset amortization tables 
and made it more difficult 
rive at the proper allocation on 
| negative costs, while meantime it is 
increasingly mind-racking to try to 
figure out just what the domestic 
market may be expected to yield 

| At the source, in production, the 
is whether to pour more 


! 


| question 


'ihto pictures in expectation that they | 


will earn more, or to pull in the 
reins for fear that the average main- 
tained on rentals in past years will 
decrease rather than feach a higher 
level, 

Theatres Also in Dark 
fence 


d scone- 


On the theatre side of the 
the problem is equally 
certing because of world conditions, 
unrest, uncertainties, the lack of as- 
surance as to what the economic 
state of affairs will be during the 
coming year, tottering grosses and, 
finally, the consent decree proposals. 


as 


The buyer, accordingly, doesn’t 
cnow just how to buy to protect 
himself. On the other hand, he 
must have film to continue in op- 
eration. Should he cut costs of op- 
eration further? Should he buy now 
x wait? Should he prepare for pro- 
visions of ac t decree or won't 
that go through? These and n ad 
other questions are being asked bi 
finding the answet1 i touche 
than ever before. Operators frankly 
admit it 

A halt on production progran to 
the extent that the companie 
not go through with complete sched-| 
ules as announced is believed very 


likely in spite of the fact that none 
of the majors are stating they may 
|do this. Many theatre operators 
jare ready to gamble the producers 
will slow down to see what happens, 
revising their programs downward, 
but, also, that an accute shortage 
may be ultimately felt unless play- 
ing time on available film can be 
' lengthened. 

| As much cooperation as can be 
dared is being extended the dis- 
|tributors in connection with setting 


FM 


Right Now Is to Anticipate | 


to ar-| 


THE FUTUR 
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Theatres Worried Over Excess 





Perfect Booking’ 





St. Louis, July 23. 
| Kiddies were barred last week 
| from the Fairy Airdrome, a west 
; end nabe, when a triple feature 
program included ‘Paroled From 
| the Big House,’ ‘How to Take a 
Bath’ and ‘Five Little Peppers at 
Home.’ This is one of the few 
| instances when the young ‘uns 
| have been barred from any house 
| in town. 

Film row sarcastically called 
the program ‘perfect booking.’ 


| 
| 











PARTICULARS IN 


U.S. VS. SCHINES 


t — 


Gloversville, N. Y¥., July 23. 

| The Federal Government has filed 
iis bill of particulars at Buffalo in 
connection with the anti-trust suit 
against the Schine Theatrical Enter- 
prises, Inc., with home offices in 
Gloversville. The Government filed 
its original suit some time ago, and 


prevent the Schine circuit from se- 
curing any more theatres, 

Monopolies are being maintained 
|in 37 towns and cities, the 
charges, naming such upstate points 
‘as Ballston, Bath, Canandaigua, 
Carthage, Cortland, Geneva, Glov- 
| ersville, Hudson Falls, Ilion, Little 
Falls, Lockport, Newark, Norwich, 
|; Ogdensburg, Oneonta, Penn Yan, 
Perry, Salamanca, Saranac Lake and 
Seneca Falls, in addition to some 
Kentucky, Ohio, Delaware and 
Maryland towns. 

The papers also listed houses 
' which it claims have been given 
| preference in bookings by certain 
distributors; theatres acquired by 
Schine which were granted priority 
| or preference over competitive thea- 
tres by distributors after acquisition; 
and names and locatiuns of competi- 
tive theatres over which houses 
‘taken by Schine were 
priority. 
The Plaza, 


Malone, was named as 
to which the defendants 
‘consistently refused to license pic- 
tures on a competitive basis.’ The 
Government also charges that a sec- 
ond or subsequent run was not sold 
the Plaza, on request of the Schine 
circuit, 

The Avalon, 
Clyde, and the American, 
were named as houses over which 
the Schine circuit has alleged unrea- 
sonable protection. 


a house 


Capitol, Auburn; Madison 
Monroe in Rochester, and the Palace, 
Corning, were named as _ houses 
which are alleged to have been 
charged more for comparable or 
less fa able runs as Schine houss 
Ho j Canton, Lockport and 
Malone were named as theatres al- 
leged to have been prevented from 
ising films licensed to Schine in ex- 
ce of ‘reasonable’ exhibition re- 
q ery ? 


NEW GOLD RUSH 


Plenty for Novelists, Without Dig- 
ging, in H’wood 
Hollywood, July 23. 

Theme song for novelists is ‘Cali- 
fornia, Here I Come.’ Out of the 
current 10 best sellers, seven have 
been bought by film producers and 
three are under negotiation. 

Sold over the mountains are ‘How 
‘Green Was My Valley,’ ‘Wild Geese 
Calling,’ ‘Chad Hanna,’ ‘Mr. Skeffing- 


ton,’ ‘King’s Row,’ ‘Quietly My Cap- | 


|tain Waits’ and ‘Nights in Bombay.’ 


the war, will be replaced by an/| the best dates for the better pictures | Jn the dickering stage are ‘Stars on 


| him. 


'in fact would not. 


|signed a 
and 


| last 





U. &.1 





granted | 


| 


Lowville; Playhouse, | 
Canton, | 


“ang . |} to dé ge ar 
at that time sought an injunction to | damage than 


Profits Tax; Has Not Yet Been 
| Worked Out But Will Be Severe 


Awaited with much apprehension 
in the film industry is the new ex- 
cess profits tax which has not been 
worked’ out by Washington, but 
which, it is feared, will strike a blow 
especially at theatres from the 
largest chain down to the smallest 
independent. Worry is all the more 
intensified now because of the fact 
that President Roosevelt has asked 
for ‘a steeply graduated excess prof- 
its tax.’ This is over and above the 
income tax. 

It is believed among attorneys 
and tax sources in the film industry 
that there probably will be no ac- 
tion on such an additional levy on 
profits until after the election but 
that it will be placed into effect in 
1941, retroactive on all profits shown 
for this year (1940). Because of this 
likelihood, the business is placed in 
the position of being unable to know 
what will happen to earnings that 
are now being made but which, in 
1941, may be dug into deeply. 

That a stiff fight will be put up by 
the film industry when a bill on ex- 
cess profits being drawn up is 
promised, notably by picture com- 
panies which operate theatres since 
the latter are regarded among 
spokesmen as much more vulnerable 
any other form of 
commercial endeavor that can be 
mentioned. Fear is felt, also, by the- 
atre-going organizations because of 
what might happen to stores and 
business that rent from theatres, 
providing revenue direct to owners. 


is 


Canadian System 

Some hope is held out for a com- 
promise between the Government 
and the industry which would pro- 
vide for patterning the excess tax 
after Canada’s system. In Canada 
an excess is paid only when the 
profits go over the average shown 
for the prior four years. It is thought 
by persons informed on the subject 
that such a plan would be the most 
equitable, with the tax (not gradu- 
ated) to be applied to the excess of 
earnings of the taxable year over 
the average earnings of a specified 
period of normal prior veurs. In 


(Continued on page 20) 


DE SYLVA REVERSES SELF 
AND SIGNS WITH PAR 


o——___. 


Hollywood, July 23 

B. G. (Buddy) de Sylva, currently 
readying ‘Panama Hattie,’ a musical 
comedy by himself, Cole Porter and 
Herbert Fields, which is due on 
Broadway early in the fall, has 
producer contract with 
Paramount 

Prior to returning to New York 
DeSylva produced for 
3, notably 20th-Fox, for 
out 


season, 


several studio 


-_ 
1OTT 


W turned succe in 
whi Shirley Temple was starred 
Kid actre mentioned for ‘Hattie,’ 
along with Ethel Merman, currently 


In his ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ on 
3roadway. He 


also made product 
vith RKO and ] 


Uni: €rsai, 
4 B’way Surprise 

Report from the Coast that Buddy 
DeSylva had signed a_ producer 
agreement with Par, was a surprise 
to those in N. Y. who were close to 
He told friends here that he 
did not care to return to Hollywood, 
Explanation may 
be his friendship with William La- 
Baron and Henry Ginsberg, of the 
Par outfit, and it is likely that he can 


| write his own ticket as to material 


|! and 


talent. Interference on other 


lots caused him to lose interest in 


| 


studio activity. 
DeSylva has a batting average of 


| 1,000 since he turned producer last 


| fall. 


His two musicals, ‘Louisiana 


jand allocating additional time, but| the Sea” ‘The Bird in the Tree’ and | Purchase,’ Imperial, and ‘DuBarry, 
| 


| (Continued on page 18) 


‘Before Lunch.’ 


! 46th Street, being standouts, 
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Par’s Extensive Theatre Acquiring |... 


And Improvements in Northwest 
Based on Better Biz Expectancy 


Whodunit? 





Minneapolis, July 23. 
Optimistic over the coming s€a- 
son’s outlook for theatres in this ter- 





San Antonio, July 23. 


- orth 8 


ritory, the Paramount circuit has a 

a ‘stery ‘iller at the 
embarked on a $150,000 program of | lt ee tae Sarna 
theatre acquisitions and improve-| pagal we stern eA koe ja 
ments. The circuit is taking over a| = “ petaggene # yess peta gy 
new St. Paul neighborhood house| @frnoon when she &¢ 


to a baby girl in the rest room 
| of the theatre. The baby was 
born before theatre ushers could 
summon a doctor and an ambu- 
lance. 

After being taken to the hos- 
pital the mother’s first wish was 
to have friends tell her the out- 
come of the mystery piciure. 
Picture was ‘El Automovile Gris’ 
(‘The Grey Automobile’), Azteca 
release in Spanish. 


Fired Cashier — 
Forces Barovic s 


5 Theatres Shut 


Tacoma, July 23. 


now in the course of construction. It 
just has purchased the Paramount, 
St. Cloud, and Garden, Hibbing, 
Minn., and it recently acquired the 
Palace here On a 10-year lease and 
the World, a sure-seater Minneapolis 
house, on a partnership arrangement. 
Another partnership arrangement is 
pending involving the St. Paul 
World. 

Through the World deal here, the; 
Minnesota Amus. Co. (Par) became 
a partner of W. A. Steffes who, until | 
his illness, was leader of the inde- 
pendents in this territory and one 
of the bitterest foes of producer-dis- 
tributor ownership and operation of | 
theatres. If, as expected, the St.| 
Paul World comes into the chain, it 
also will be a partner of Bennie Ber- 
ger, owner of one of the territory’s 
biggest independent circuits, Steffes’ 
side-kick and also a hard fighter 
against producer-ownership of thea- 
tres. 

In addition to the acquisitions, Par 
also announces extensive remodeling | 

i } ts six theatres— 
9 ating eter Garrick ry Because Mike Barovic discharged 
Lyric, Duluth; Moorhead, Moorhead; 4 cashier at his local Riviera, all the 
Grand. Mankato, and Broadway, houses owned by him—Riviera, Bev- 
Winona, Minn. erly, Tacoma; Liberty and Roxy, 

Possible inclusion of divorcement Puyallup; and Riviera, at Sumner, | 
in the expected consent decree was nearby towns—were closed. O. M. 
not considered a barrier to further Jacobson, loca] representative of the 
Par theatre acquisitions by John J.| stagehands and motion picture op- | 
Friedl. local g.m.. who says he is in| erators’ union, said theatre boss 
‘complete ignorance’ relative to the fired Katherine Cvitovich because of 
consent discussions. At the same/| her union activities and until she is 
time. however. he expressed the hope | reinstated none of the theatres 
that the parties involved would be | owned by Barovic will be permitted 

















able to settle the suit in order to to open. ’ 

save the industry an enormous ex-| Barovic said he discharged the gir] 

pense. because she deserted her post and 
Friedl’s optimism over the out-| went inside the house to see the pic- 


look. in the face of present poor the-| ture and left an usherette to handle 
atre business, is based in part over | the cash. 


poll ain such big gains. The OLNEY’S NEW PROBLEM: 
MONO’S CLAIM ON GN 


1939 income of $1,107.212,000 repre- 
sented a $66.658.000 gain over 1938, | 
and 1940 is running far ahead of last | 
year. Friedl also believes the Gov- | 
ernment’s armament program will| 
stimulate the show business next! Application of Monogram Pictures 
fall and winter. Corp. of Illinois to foreclose on 63 | 
Peace With Benz Bros. | pictures and 107 prints of these pic- 
With the taking over of the 1,900-| tures of Grand National Pictures, 
seat lower loop Palace on a 10-year/|Inc., was referred by N. Y. Federal 
lease by Par, peace was established | Judge John W. Clancy to referee 
between the big chain and the Benz| Peter B. Olney, Jr., to decide. 
Bros.. owners of the house and re-| Monogram claims to have had an! 
cent operators of the 4,000-seat Min- | agreement with GN to store the 
nesota theatre. films at a charge of $50 monthly. 
Completion of the deal means that; The agreement was made Nov. 15, | 








the Benzes will abandon their); 1936, and Monogram is now owed | 
threatened conspiracy suit against | $2,263, it is claimed. The fore- 


Par and maior film distributors. It} closure would be followed by a sale 
also means that they will step com-| of the prints for the satisfaction of 
pletely out of the theatrical field in| the indebtedness, if the referee de- 
the Twin Cities. making no further cides to allow Monogram’s request. 
effort to reopen the Minnesota. 

The Benzes had charged that Min- 
nesota Amus., together with the dis-| THE HANDWRITING? 
tributors, had prevented them from — 
obtaining major film product for the | If Duals Pass, Par Will Be Stocked 
Minnesota theatre and from being | with Shorts. 
serviced for dime pictures at the 
Palace. Counsel had been engaged | 
to go into the matter. Friedl says 
the Palace, dark for more than a 
year, will be reopened shortly, but 
no policy has been decided upon yet. 
However, it’s expected that subse- 
quent run films at 15c admission, the | Starts in two weeks 
same as was used at the Seventh} Addition of new shorts series is in 
St.. now closed. will hold sway.| line with the studio’s plan to equip 
Prior to closing. the house was scaled | itself in the event of the passing of 
at l5c for double features of ancient] double bills. Other phases of the 
release vintage. It also utilized| Plan are the streamlining of old pic- 
vaudeville occasionally. tures to 45 minutes and the signing 

In the face of these developments | °f. Bob Benchley for six 
the owners of the dark $2,000,000 | Driefies. 

Minnesota theatre are left holding | 


the sack. They have no tenant in WB and Goldman Pool 


prospect and chances are that even- 











Hollywood, July 23. 
George Pal was signed by Para- 
mount to produce six Technicolor 
| ‘Puppettoons,” animations of wooden 
puppets manipulated without strings 
on miniature stages. Production 


comic 





' with 


| veal 


tually the house will be torn down | Solves Germantown, ra. | 


for a parking lot in order to save} 


Philadelphia, July 23. 
taxes. 


The Stanley-Warner chain last 





lems with its indie competish by 
working out a pooling arrangement 
'on product between its two houses 
in the Germantown § section—Or- 
pheum and Colonial—and William 


Four Writers on ‘Parade’ 


Holiywood, July 23. 
Republic has four writers working 
on its ‘Hit Parade of 1941’ in an ef- 
fort to get the filming started by Goldman’s Bandbox. 
Aug. 5. Under the agreement the Bandbox 
Maurice Leo and Bradbury Ropes; will get the continued run of all | 
are doing additional dialog and Sid| product in the Germantown area) 
Kuller and Ray Golden are writing | which up to now had been limited | 


specia] comedy material. 


| week ironed out another of its prob-, 


PRODUCT DEALS 


and Republic Among Those 
Setting Contracts 








A major product deal closed by 
RKO is with the Lucas & Jenkins- 
Paramount circuit in Georgia. It 
embraces 48 theatres. Bill Jenkins 
negotiated in behalf of L. & J., while 
Bob Mochrie from the RKO home 
office, David Prince, district man- 
ager at Atlanta, and H. M. Lyons, 
branch manager, there, acted for 
RKO. 

A deal of less importance has been 
set with Monarch Theatres, calling 


for the product 100% in Youngs- 
town, Stuebenville and Akron, O., 


plus New Castle, Pa. 

Jimmy Grainger, Republic sales 
head, returned to New York Monday 
(22) after negotiating a product deal 
Famous Players Canadian, 
which operates 275 theatres in the 
Dominion. He went up to Toronto 
personally to handle it in association 
with A. W. Perry of Empire Films, 
Ltd., through which Rep distributes 
in Canada. Grainger was also in 
Detroit and Chicago to discuss prod- 
uct deals. 


‘Snow White's’ Setup 


‘Snow White,’ sent back on release | 


after being out of circulation a year 
and a half, will be sold on percent- 
age but the four Walt Disney shorts 


‘which must be taken with the fea- 


ture as a unit are to play on a flat 
rental basis. 

Originally ‘Snow White’ was scld 
separately rather than under the 
RKO contract at a top of 50%. The 
percentage range to figure on re- 
issue of the picture will be de- 
termined after the first few dates 


have been played, starting next 
week. 
The ‘Snow White’ unit with the 


quartet of shorts will be sold on 
double bills in twinner territories, 
the other feature assumedly to be 
bought flat. 





Raiph Peckham’s Coup 
Detroit, July 23. 


Only named recently Select At- 
tractions local manager, Ralph Peck- 
ham, former Grand National man- 
ager, has pulled one upset in the 
usual bookings here. He _ placed 
‘Leopard Men of Africa’ in the 
downtown Adams on July 19 for two 
weeks. 

It was an upsetting of the prevail- 
ing Detroit policy of booking first- 
runs on a single week basis only. 





‘Boys’ Day-Date in Balto 
Baltimore, July 23. 

Local theatrical tradition is being 
broken here Aug. 9 when two indie 
downtown first run exhibs will play 
day-and-date ‘Boys From Syracuse’ 
(RKO-Jules Levey). 

Izzy Rappaport’s combo Hipp and 
Lawrence Schamberger’s Keith’s are 
combining in ambitious ballyhoo to 
make the event count at b. o. 


SAG GIVES WAIVER 
ON JUKE-BOX PIX 


Permission for all members of the 
Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, parent union of all show 
business performers, to appear in 
short films for use in coin machines 
has been given by the Screen Actors 
Guild. Film union has so notified 
all its Four A’s affiliates. 


SAG officials explain the waiver 
on the ground that coin machine 
films are still in the experimental 
stage and that the ruling is there- 
fore merely temporary. Only stipu- 
lation is that all actors accepting 
such engagements must be paid at 
least $25 a day, SAG’s temporary 
minimum. Members of other unions 
are normally barred from appear- 
ing in pictures without joining SAG. 











Studio Contracts 








Hollywood, July 23. 
Jane Withers renewed for another 
at 20th-Fox. 


RKO signed Emmett Lynn to six- 
picture acting deal. 


Cliff Danielson drew stock player 
ticket at Metro. 


RKO optioned Ann Gillis. 

Dickie Jones handed new moppet 
contract by Frank Lloyd Produc- 
tions. 

Lionel Houser inked new writing 
ticket at Metro. 

RKO renewed Desi Arnaz for a 
year. 


Universal took up Broderick Craw- 


; only to Columbia and 20th-Fox pix.’ ford’s player option, 


‘Church Bingo, Apparently OK in Det. 


| 


Theatres More Openly Try Games 





Marin’s Playback 


Hollywood, July 23. 

Ed Marin walked right out 
and walked right in again as a 
director at Metro. 

Lopped off the contract list 
after the recent completion of 
*Maizie,’ Marin returns this week 
under a one-year pact. 


WB to Sharply 
Cut Down Duals 
In Philly Are 


ee, 














Philadelphia, July 23. 

A gradual cutting down of duals 
in Stanley-Warner nabes is forecast 
| for the fall season following huddles 
|of the circuit execs last week. 

Ted Schlanger, zone boss, de- 
clared that the trend would be to- 
! ward less double-features wherever 
| possible. The two-pix policy would 
| only be retained wherever indie op- 
| position compels it, Schlanger de- 
clared. 
| “We'd like to see double features 
/ eliminated entirely,’ he said. ‘It is 
/an unhealthy situation. But wher- 
| ever our opposition continues on the 
'dual policy we will be compelled to 
| follow suit. 
‘It wasn't Warners that started this 


} 


| 
i 


| thing but we had to go along in cer- | 


box situations in self-defense.’ 


TTH ST., MPLS., BEING 
RAZED FOR AUTO PARK 


Minneapolis, July 23 
Seventh St. theatre, one of the 
city’s oldest, has closed permanently 





and will be razed to make way for | 


a four-story parking ramp and store 
building. Property was bought from 


cate, entirely a cash deal. 

Theatre was built to house Or- 
pheum big-time vaudeville and for 
many years was a two-a-day spot. 
Policy later was changed to con- 
tinuous pop vaudeville and then te 
15¢ec subsequent-run straight films. 
Latier has prevailed the past many 
years. 

Bill Elson, who has been running 
the theatre, is expected to remain in 
| the territory as a theatre owner. He 
|says he will announce his plans 
shortly. 





Rep. Prez and Writers 
To Be Examined in Suit 





Republic’s president in charge of 
production, M. J. Segal, and Wells 
Root, E. E. Paramore, Jan Fortune 
and Harold Shumate, must be ex- 
amined before trial in California 
July 31, in connection with Marquis 
James’ suit against 
pany. Federal Judge John W. Clancy 
ordered the examination over Re- 
|public’s protests in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tuesday ). 

James claims the infringement of 
his book, ‘The Raven,’ dealing with 
the life of Sam Houston, in Repub- 
lic’s ‘Man of Conquest.’ An injunc- 
tion, accounting of profits and dam- 
ages are sought. 


Brenda Vice Ida 
Hollywood, July 23 

Brenda Marshall gets the femme 
lead opposite John Garfield in ‘East 
of the River,’ which rolls tomorrow 
| (Wed.) at Warners with Alfred E. 
| Green directing. 

Studio had originally named Ida 
| Lupino for the spot. 


| 

| 

| Joe Phillipson’s Swing 

| Joe Phillipson, who is in charge 
of J 
|ests at the Par h.wo., left Saturday 
| (20) for Lincoln and will also visit 
| Oklahoma City. 

| He will remain away about three 
weeks conferring with local operat- 
ing forces on_ product. operating 
problems and plans for the immedi- 
ate future, 


RKO for $250,000 by a local syndi- | 


the film com- | 


H. Cooper-Paramount’s inter- | 


Detroit, July 23. 

Since church bingo is fully en. 
trenched here—and more important 
undisturbed by police—theatres are 
getting bolder in bringing back their 
giveaway games. Knocked off earlier 
on gambling charges while the 
church games were unmolested, the 
managers feel now that they can put 
up a good legal battle if they are 
stopped while the big church games 
continue. 

A few weeks ago Questo Quiz 
eased back into two houses. 

Now an undisclosed number of 
houses here have taken up Lloyd 
| Hammond's ‘Film Fumbles’ as a 
_gambling venture. For fans picking 
,out the greatest number of ‘movie- 
| boners’ there are prizes ranging up 
to a $5,000 weekly giveaway. It stil] 
falls far short of the amount of 
dough handed out weekly by all the 
churches here. 


PREZ OF N. Y. ALLIED TO 
GO ON MPTOA BOARD 


| 

| Swinging Allied Theatre Owners 
| of New York into the Motion Picture 
| Theatre Owners of America, Max 
| A. Cohen, president of the local unit, 
is expected to be named to the 
board at the next meeting of the 
directors. Action on affiliation of 
the N. Y. Allied unit with the 
MPTOA has already been voted, 
following parleys between Cohen 
and Ed Kuykendall when latter was 














in N. Y. week before last. This 
|marks the first time that the 
| MPTOA will have had a regular 


| State unit in New York, although af- 
filiated circuits operating within its 
borders are members. 

Cohen, who is president of N. Y. 
Allied an an operator of a sizeable 
string of theatres, split with Allied 
States, the national organization 
headed by Col. H. A. Cole, last sum- 
mer over policies concerning the 
trade practices code. Some N. Y. 
Allied members pulled away then. 

Cohen states that his organization 
now members 200 exhibitors. 





FRANK BURNS’ SPOT 

Se Busy As Civic Leader Forgets to 

Become U. S. Citizen 

Greensboro, N. C., July 23. 

Frank H. Burns, manager of the 

Carolina theatre, this city’s largest 
amusement enterprise, has been on 
somewhat of a spot past few 
days. He has registered under the 
North Carolina state measure as an 
alien after having for the past few 
years been quite active in both civic 
and knife-and-fork club circles as a 
leader. 


the 


The town is getting its giggles 
from the fact that the Canadian, 
born in 1900, came to the United 


States in May, 1919, without a pass- 
port, and for the past 21 years and 
one month to spare has been so busy 
civicking and purveying amusements 
to the foreigners among whom he 
has been located that he hasn't had 
time not to become one of them. 
For the past several years North 
Carolina has had a law requiring 
the registration of all aliens, not 
fully naturalized, with the clerks of 
the various county courts. This 
State law, allowed to sleep until just 


recently, after having undergone a 


flurry of enforcement up until 1935, 


provides that every alien residing 
within the state of North Carolina 
shall register and answer just 12 
questions under oath. Failure to 


register or alteration of a certificate 
is a misdemeanor punishable by fine 
or imprisonment or both in the dis- 
cretion of the court. 

The Government's more _ strict 
alien check measure becomes effec- 
tive shortly. 

The fact that a civic leader has 
continued to be an alien, despite 
long residence and a position of em- 
'inence, has brought about a condi- 
tion somewhat like the one Beau 
Broadway used to chronicle from 
Delhi, Texas: 

‘The whole town is talking; there 
is much amusement.’ 


| 





| Martha Leads Cheering 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Martha Scott draws the top spot 
‘in ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop,’ to be 
‘produced by Richard A. Rowland for 
| United Artists release. 
New starting date is Aug. 19. 
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Cov't Certain Its Anti-Trust Case 


Will Terminate Via ‘Consent’ Oct. 7 


4 
v 








Agreement having been reached 
on all important points, the U. S. 
Government anti-trust suit against 
major film companies will be ter- 
minated by a consent decree to be 


signed by the defendants. An- 
nouncement to this effect was made 
by J. Stephen Doyle, special as- 
sistant attorney-general on Monday 
(22) when he appeared before Judge 
Henry W. Goddard, in the New York 
federal court and asked for further 
adjournment of the action until Oct. 
7. when court resumes after the 
vacation period. If the final order 
is rendy for Judge Goddard's signa- 
ture before that date, it will be pre- 
sented to him during the recess. 


Five of the eight defendant com- 
panies have agreed to terms of 
settlement, Doyle declared. They 
are the theatre owning group com- 
prised of Loew's, Paramount, 
Warner Bros., RKO and 20th Cent- 
ury-Fox. The status of the three 
other defendants, Columbia, Uni- 
versal and United Artists, was not 
made clear beyond the information 
that they had withdrawn from con- 
sent decree conferences and were 
unwilling to join with the others. 
None of the three has any theatre | 
holdings or affiliations and since the | 
beginning of the suit and through | 
the numerous pre-trial 
they have maintained that their | 
business as producer-distributors is | 
of a nature outside the grounds of 
complaint by the government. 





8th Adjournment 


Motion for further adjournment | 
was the eighth since the trial of the 
suit was suspended on June 7, fol- 
lowing opening statements by both 
sides in the controversy. By assent- | 
ing to a consent decree the de-| 
fendant. companies escape probable | 
damage suits from individual actions 
in event they lost the case. Trial 
was suspepded before any testimony | 
was taken. 

Doyle told the court that the Gov- 
ernment, with the consent of the de- 
fendants, was asking for the ad- 
journment to the fall. He said that | 
in the past week substantial agree- 
ment had been reached, although 
there still remained one or two mat- 
ters of importance to be worked out. 
These are understood to be a pro- 
vision by which the decree will be 
vacated after a trial period if it is 
found to impractical, and also 
more clauses governing 
selling of films in_ five-picture 


be 


workable 


groups 
‘The negotiations are continuing in 
the hope of concluding agreement in 
(Continued on page 18) 


SPOOF STAGE MAGIC 
IN “THE CALIFORNIAN’ 


| 
Hollywood, July 23. 

Stage magic gets a spoofing in the 
Tyrone Power -tarrer. ‘The Cali- 
fornian,’ at 20th-Fox. Harry Green, 
supervising the magic sequences, ex- 
poses the tricks so that the picture 
fans may grasp them. 

The idea is that a sleight-of-hand 
performance, that may go Over on 
the stage, doesn’t mean a thing on 
the screen. 


Inventor Sues 20th For 
1506, Charges Ridicule 


Los Angeles, July 23. 

‘Hot Can’ is the basis of $150,000 
damage suit, filed against 20th-Fox 
by Leo Katz, who charges he was 
ridiculed in a recent picture of the 
‘Jones Family’ series, 

Katz claims to be the inventor of 
a ‘hot can,’ designed to heat and pre- 
Serve foodstuffs. In the film, he 
asserts, one of the characters makes 


Sez Abe Myers 


Queried concerning reports 
that Allied States Assn. was in 
opposition to conditions of the 
proposed consent decree, notably 
with respect to the sale of pic- 
tures in blocks of five after they 
were screened, Abram F. Myers, 
chairman of the board and gen- 
eral counsel, telegraphed the fol- 
lowing from headquarters at 
Washington yesterday (Tues.): 

‘Glad to discuss matters of cur- 
rent interest, but think subject 
your inquiry academic in view 
of efforts of certain companies 
to sabotage consent decree. 
Allied has always reserved the 
right to approve alternates in 
interest of prompt settlement, 
but Neely bill represents its 
basic policy.’ 











| for 
| washing of John P. Nick and State 


| calsomined when a 


Judge Rowe’s Death 
Won't Upset Nick-Brady 
Matter with St. L. Daily 


St. Louis, July 23. 
The sudden death in Chicago 
hotel Wednesday (17) of Circuit 





pleadings | Judge Thomas J. Rowe, 37, who as- 
sessed jail sentences and fines against 


the Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer Publish- 
ing Co.) and two editorial employes 
comment made >on the white- 


Representative Edward M. Brady, 


who were charged with extortion 
$10,000 from local exh pitors several 
years ago, will not terminate the 


litigation now pending in the state 
supreme court. This proceeding was 
brought by Circuit Attorney Frank- 
lin Miller, at Judge Rowe’s behest, 
and the state’s highest tribunal has 
set Oct. 8 as the day cn which the 
court en bane will hear arguments, 
Nick, tried on Jan. 8 last, was 
demurrer to the 
state’s evidence was sustained by 
Judge Rowe. Brady, who had ob- 
tained a severance in the trial, went 
to bat on March 4 and also beat the 
rap when Judge Rowe held that if 
the same evidence be intro- 
duced against him as was brought 
in the Nick case he would direct a 
‘not guilty’ verdict. The Circuit At- 
torney said the evidence was about 
the same. 
Following 
Post-Dispatch took the 
the jumps in pretty rough 
in both editorials and cartoons and 
the citation resulted. After a brief 
hearing Ralph Coghlan, editor of the 
editorial page, was sentenced to 20 
days in the local jail and fined $200; 
Daniel R, Fitzpatrick, cartoonist, re- 
ceived a 10-day sentence 
and a $100 cash jolt, and the rag was 
socked a $2,000 fine. On the day 


would 


the 
over 


Brady’s walkout, 
jurist 


fashion 


hoosegow 


| Judge Rowe died tre high court set 


the date for the en banc sitting. 


| Judge Rowe's death was attributed 


to asthma. 


METRO, WB RACING TO 
TAPE WITH OIL PICS 


Holly wood. J ily 23 
This tow enjoying a new oil 
rush. with Metro’s ‘Boom Town’ and 
Warners ‘Flowing Gold’ gushing 
down the retch for a photo finish 
on the screen, 


is booming ahead at 
the preview post, but the Warner 
entry is running under the whip 
with an outside chance of finishing 


‘Boom Town’ 


first in general retease. Anyway, 
there is a lot of studio jockeying. 


——_—__—__—_ 


ROUND UP THE GAL 
Hollywood, July 23. 
- Patricia Morison was signed for 
the romantic interest opposite Rich- 
ard Dix in “The Round-Up,’ Harry 





SUDDEN STANCE 


Theatre Operators Turn 
Guns Mainly Upon Sales 


Trade Screenings — Para- 
mount Partners and Indie 
Exhibs Form Opposition 
Bloc — Dangers of Decree 
Outlined and Analyzed 


DISTRIB POSITION 





By ROY CHARTIER 
| A storm, coming up over-night in 
| the exhibition field, is reported gath- 
| ering great force against the inclu- 
| sion, in any settlement of the govern- 


| 


| ment suit, of the provisions calling | 


eng, ¢ 


AGAINST DEGREE 


in Blocks of Five, Plus 


, for marketing of pictures in biocks | 


| of five after they have been screened. 
| Both points, group-selling and elimi- 
| nation of blind-buying, are meeting 
| with strong disfavor. 

| Lesser items are not attracting 
such sudden opposition although it 
| exists in some quarters against the 
, whole consent decree. Arbitration 
| proviso, among certain larger opera- 
| tors of theatres, is feared; also that 
'any settlement of the suit would 
| only mean the demand for additional 
| concessions later on. 

| Open revolt of exhibitors throws 
sharply into the limelight what 
amounts to a sudden threat against 
any settlement at all, particularly if 
film must be bought in blocks of 
five and seen first. Growing rapidly, 
the wave of protest which is fo- 
menting may lead to the possibility 
that strong pressure will be brought 
to bear upon the distributors as well 
as the Department of Justice. This 
likelihood is freely expressed by 
leading theatre operators. A reli- 
able sales source thinks that any or- 
ganized move against the consent 
proposals would be made upon the 
Government rather than the distribs. 

One of the country’s biggest op- 
erators, asking that his name not 
be used, stated that it was his in- 
{formation that many exhibitors, 
among them big ones, would prefer 
Government legislation and even 
support the Neely bill rather than 
have the consent decree, with sell- 
ing in blocks of five, imposed on 
them. 

Developing at the eleventh hour, 
the opposition to the consent decree 
comes at a time when 
cord has been assertedly reached on 
the basic principles which it would 
embrace. 

This opposition is not only from 
independent exhibitors but also is 
claimed to be rising swiftly within 
he circuits controlled by the major 
producer-distributors or affiliated 
with them. Paramount, which has 
so many partners and affiliates, is 
in the toughest position because of 
the protests which it is reported re- 
ceiving. 

Paramount Position 

It is said that all of the Par part- 
ners are against the consent decree, 
notably the group-selling and trade 
screenings, and that the meeting in 
Atlantic City over the weekend was 


general ac- 


called by E. V. Richards for the pur- 
pose of lodging protest Richards is 
head of the Saenger circuit and a 


member of the board of directors of 
Par. Other partner-operators on 
hand included R. J. O'Donnell of the 
Interstate circuit; Bob Wilby and 
H. F. Kincey of the Wilby-Kincey 
Theatres; A. H. Blank of the mid- 
dle west; E. J. Sparks of Par’s Flor- 
ida chain; M. A. Lightman, partner 
in Mississippi-Tennessee-Arkansas; 
Hunter Perry, operator of the Vir- 
ginia Par houses; and Julius Gordon, 
head of the Jefferson string in east 
Texas. John Moroney, attorney for 
the Interstate circuit, and Fred Kent 
| counsel for Sparks, also attended. 

| Those from the Par h.o. included 
Austin Keough, Leonard Goldenson, 
Sam Dembow, Jr., Neil Agnew and 
Leon Netter. They returned to New 


a nuisance of himself by his bung-| Sherman's special for Paramount re-| York Sunday. Also coming up trom 


ling efforts to perfect a similar con- | 
trivance. He demands redress for | 
mental and financial suffering. 


lease, due to roll early next month. 


| Atlantic City were Wilby, Lightman, 
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TATSE Coast H.Q. Shuttered; See 
Internat l Taking Over the Locals 


If Internal Strite Not Ironed Out 





Clipper Clipped 


Hollywood, July 23. 

Economy backfired on a major 
studio which wanted a $750-a- 
week thesp but refused to pay 
more than $600. They compro- 
mised on four weeks at the lower 
figure. 

Due to shifts in the casting, the 
actor played one day and drew 
$2,400. 


Juies Rachman Picks 
His Successor as Pic 
Booker in Neb. Prison 











Lincoln, Neb., July 23. 
Pledged against ever having a 
bank night policy, because that’s 
how he got into trouble in the first 
place, Tommy O'Connor, inmate of 
Nebraska’s penitentiary, officially 
has taken over the management of 


the prison theatre. Warden Joe 
O’Grady made the move because 
Jules Rachman, who has been in 
charge since February, 1933, gets his 
walking papers in September. 

Rachman, betore ‘retiring,’ will act 
in an advisory capacity, and is cur- 
rently conducting the ABC of beef- 
ing during buying season so O’Con- 
nor will get the idea and keep film 
rentals within the prison budget. 

Of course, he can’t depart far from 
it. He can offer $7.50 a feature, and 
the salesman can take it or leave it. 
He always takes it, especially this 
year, what with the European mar- 
ket being a memory. 

O'Grady, in looking over his boys, 
likes to get fairly permanent men on 
the theatre job. Rachman, former 
Omaha exhib who murdered his two 
business associates, Harry and Sam 
Goldberg, was in for 15 years. He 
was so good, his time was shortened. 
O'Connor, still on the shady side of 
a 25-year stretch for participation in 
the biggest bank holdup in the 
world, the $2,500,000 heist of the 
Lincoln National Bank (1930), was 
finally picked. 
job’s a cinch. Only the bad 
can’t go to the show, and every 
packed. No other 
theatre manager, unless in the same 
predicament, can point to such a 
record, or have the assurance of an 
S. R. O. future such as O'Connor. 


The 
} _ 
0S 


performance is 


O’Connor’s one film dislike is the | 
The hoods never win in 


ganster pic. 
films—and 


life. 


H’WOOD AGENTS’ 4-M0. 
STOP CLAUSE, NEW RULE 


neither did he in real 





Hollywood, 
Actors Guild regulations 
agents have been amend- 
ed to limit to 120 days authorization 


Screen 
governing 


to employ an agent on a temporary 
basis The clause gives the actor 
the right to cancel a contract if an 
igent fails to secure him 18 days’ 
vork in any four-month period. 
The temporary period provision is 


ubject to extension in the event of 
a general suspension of production 
at a majority of studios. 





PIDGEON WITH TAYLOR 
Hollywood, July 23. 

Pidgeon soars out of the 

Carter detective series to be- 


Walter 
Nick 


come a team-mate of Roberts Tay- 
lor in ‘Flight Command,’ a yarn 
of the U. S. naval air force at 
Metro, starting within three months, 


with Frank Borzage piloting and J. | 


Walter Ruben as producer. 


Story is a collaboration by John | 


July 23. | 


. ~ 


Hollywood, July 23. 

Coast headquarters of the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees have been shut- 
tered. Simultaneously, it was an- 
nounced that Lew C. G. Blix, in- 
ternational representative who was 
a central figure in the 1933 strike 
which almost wrecked the IATSE, 
had been dropped from the payroll. 

Steve B. Newman, another IATSE 
international representative on duty 
here, will work on assignment from 
his home. This means there will be 
little or no supervision over the 
various IA studio locals, which are 
now operating under complete au- 
tonomy. Since the locals are now 


Stymied on negotiations with the 
producers and fighting among 
themselves over jurisdiction, this 


move is believed to have been taken 
with the idea of the International 
later moving in and taking over the 
| locals if they fail to iron out their 
| differences. 





Order to close general offices was 
_issued by a special committee ap- 
|pointed by prexy George E. Browne 
to investigate the local situation. 
| This committee is composed of Tom 
'Murtha, of Brooklyn; Sol Scoppa, 
of New York; and Bobby Burns, of 
|Chicago. The committee members 
stated local business representatives 
| had complained there was too much 
interference from the international 
|officers, and for that reason it was 
| decided to close headquarters here. 

It is understood that the IATSE 
jalso plans to withdraw from the 
| American Federation of Labor 
Studio Conference, which Willie 
Bioff organized shortly before he 
|} Started serving a six-months sen- 
{tence in Chicago for pandering. It 
is reported that prexy Browne be- 


| lieves the IA should stear clear of 
such alliances, holding only to the 


| working agreement with the mu- 
| Sicians. 

NBC Studios Picketed 

| The National Broadcasting Co. 
| Studios here are being picketed by 
jthe stagehands, electricians and 
| janitors, in an effort to force the 
|}studio to employ union workers. 
|The picketing is being shared by 


Local 33 of the IATSE, International 
| Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
| Local 40, and Building Service Em- 
ployees Union. NBC 

(Continued on 


executives 


18) 


‘TOP-TEAM, DARNELL, 
POWER FOR 3 AT 20TH 


Hollywood, July 23. 

Tyrone Power and Linda Darnell 
are paired as a co-starring team in 
three forthcoming pictures at 20th- 
Fox. 

Features are ‘The 
‘Brooklyn Bridge’ and 
Commandment.’ 

} 


page 





Californians,’ 
‘The Great 


Mrs. Power’s Operation 


Annabella (Mrs. Power) is recov- 
ering in New York’s Mt. Sinai hos- 
pital from a major operation. The 
actor has been on the phone from 


Hollywood to New York daily. 


‘Echo of Pearl White’s 
| Estate Via Her Brother 


Hard luck continues to dog the 
estate of the late Pearl White, silent 
thriller star. Marital difficulties in 
the family of Miss White’s brother, 
| Frederick G. White, one of the bene- 
| ficiaries of her will, culminated here 
this week in a decree by the su- 
preme court awarding White’s wife 


| Buffalo, July 23. 


a legal separation and charging his 
share of his sister’s estate with $7 


| weekly up to the sum of $5,000. 
White’s share, as legatee under his 


Only other player cast so far is| O'Donnell, Gordon and Blank, who Sutherland and Commander Harvey | sister's will, is reported in excess of 


Don Wilson from radio, 


(Continued on page 20) 


, Haislip. 


) $15,000. 
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Wednesday, July 24, lY¥ to 





Slowdown of Film Selling Revamps 


Detroit Setup; Theatres-Exchanges 





Detroit, July 23. 


, Tri-States Theatres, and Evert Cum- 


P » ings ; ; ~~ over for Ne- 

' - -down in film sell-,™Mings, district. manager for 
— ane a sonual film) braska, were huddling this = 
blockade has brought some radical| With Ted Kempkes, partner wit 


shifts in United Detroit theatre book- 
ings here. During the delay of the 
big circuits in signing up, the chain 
shot in ‘French Without Tears’ as a 


first run at two of its nabes, the 
Regent and Annex. “ 
Meanwhile six of the chain 


houses are experimenting with full 
instead of the usual split weeks. 
They are all large nabes—the Var- 
sity, Vogue, Alger, Rosedale, Nor- 
west and Ramona. 
Harry Long’s Spot 
Cleveland, July 23. 

Harry E. Long, who was Loew’s 
division manager in this zone for 
five years until his recent resigna- | 





° ° ° . . } 
tion, is jumping into sales end of 


business by becoming Michigan rep | 
for new Real-Art Pictures of which 


Dick Deutch and Herbert Ochs are 
the organizers and headmen. Long 


to set up branch office in Detroit. 
Deal with Joe Brandt and Joe} 
Plunkett settled last week gives new 
Cleveland indie exchange distribu- 
tion rights to Alliance’s product—26 
features and dozen westerns—in 
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and Michi- 
gan. Also nabbed franchise on Se- 
lect Pictures covering 16 current re- | 
leases. ‘Leopard Men of Africa,’ | 
first of Select’s crop taken over, 
pushed into downtown RKO Allen 
for a neat week’s break by Ochs. 
Latter, formerly Warner's local 
branch manager for 17 years, is gen- 
eral sales manager who has ap- 
ointed Nate Gerson to handle 
orthern Ohio territory which he 
rovered for RKO for 12 years. Ezra 
Bkirball also added to staff last week 
fo take charge of Cincinnati zone 
and Kentucky. Real angel of Real- 
Arts is Deutch, holding title of gen- 


| another 


them in Fairbury, Neb., 
plans for remodeling the Bonham 
after a $5,000 wind damage recently. 

Carl Rose,, late of the Sun, York. 
Neb., has been moved to Central 
States (Harry Warren) in Chariton, 
Ia. Mancel E. Lofgren, formerly at 
the Nebraska here, slid into his 
chair in York. 

Lyman Borin, assistant of the Ne- 
braska here, is in the hospital with 
an infected foot. Ed Vaughan, top 
man at the Lincoln, is double-duty- 
' ing for the time being. 


That's All, Brother! 
Seattle, July 23. 
Al Rosenberg, exec of Evergreen 
(Skouras) theatres, in Oregon and 
Washington, purchased two nags to 


| race at local Longacres track. Latest 


is Olimpo, former Bing Crosby stake 
hofse, In Rosenberg’s stable also is 
recent acquisition, Pala 
Dame, purchased from Dave Butler, 


| director. 


The theatre man js grooming them 
for the $10,000 added Longacres mile. 


Cody Doubling 
Jamaica, N. Y., July 23. 
Edmund Cody, assistant mgr. of 
the Jackson, Jackson Heights, L. I., 
doubling as manager of the Jamaica 
here, while manager Hank Loury 
vacations in Pennsylvania. Cody 
leaves next week (30) for two wecks 
in Chicago, and Ralph Nichols, who 
manages the Jackson, has just re- 
turned from Bridgehampton, Mass. 





Chi Palace Reopens Aug. 1 
Chicago, July 23. 
RKO Palace will relight Aug. 1, 
after a summer layoff. 
Indicated that house will start off 





eral manager, who has his finger in 
half-dozen pies around Cleveland. 
esides owning a theatrical print- 
ing company, he stages semi-anryal 
roller-derbies in 10 middle-western 
ities, promotes sport events and is 

ont-man for syndicate building a 
pew $250,000 sports Coliseum arena 
lated to open Labor Day. 

Everett Steinbuch, manager Loew’s 
Btate, taking three weeks off for 
jafari to Quebec and Murray Bay 
with family. 

George Stevens doubling between 
mew West Side Drive-In and East 
Side one as supervisor, making 35- 
mile trip sometimes twice daily. 

Both Frank Belles and Jack Lefton 
of Republic’s local sales staff, settling 
down by building new houses. 





Stitt to Detroit 

Ralph Stitt, of the Paramount 
home office, joins Par’s United De- 
troit setup Monday (29), in charge of 
advertising and publicity for the 
circuit in that territory. 

Long with Par, he recently shifted 
to the h.o. on Bob Gillham’s staff 
from Minneapolis where he had been 
over ad-publicity for the Minnesota 
Amusement Co. 





Joe Byrant’s Acquisition 
Lubbock, Tex., July 23. 
Joe Byrant, west Texas 


rep for | 


| with the first-run double feature 

policy with which it had been oper- 
| ating when it darkened. Initial top- 
| line flicker will be ‘The Ramparts 
We Watch.’ 





Neighborhood Adds 2 
Lynchburg, Va., July 23. 

Neighborhood Theatres, Inc., Rich- 
| mond, added Eaco and Lee in Farm- 
| ville, Va., to its string, effective Aug. 
| 1. Houses formerly operated by Dr. 
|L. D. Whitaker and W. H. Rippard 
|of Farmville. Russell Williams of 
| Pulaski named to manage both. 
|. Neighborhood operates 10 houses 
| in Richmond, four in Petersburg, two 
|at Falls Church, three at Arlington, 
|two at South Boston and two at 
| Pulaski. 





Shea’s Niagara Tees Off 
Buffalo, July 23. 

Shea’s Niagara, new Buffalo nabe, 
| 12th house of Shea-Publix local 
| chain, opened. 
| Harold Raives, former local Schine 
| circuit booker, promoted to Schine 
| booker for Ohio, headquarters at 
| Cleveland. Harold Goldsmith as- 
| signed as booker to Syracuse, and 
|Bud Silverman to Rochester for 
Schine, 
| James Fater transferred by Uni- 
| versal from Rochester salesman to 
| Pittsburgh. 


Rational Serten' Services purchased | ,Hetinald, Wilson of Universal 
the new Midway, opened recently | Buffalo as Rochester salesman, re- 
by Lassater & Mauldin. Byrant) placing Bill Bork who returns to 
plans to leave NSS to operate house. | Buffalo area 

The International, Ysleta, Tex.,|  wijiam E 5 Wests “Cousins 


sold by W. G. Medina to Roy Pringle | E 
Pringle also operates the 


of Fabens. 

Rio at Fabens. 
Malcolm Bailey, 

ager and 


assistant 


jocal gas and oil company. Al White 
former chief of service, succeeds. 


The Fox here, operated by Max | 


Burger, purchased by Lillian Walker 


who also operates the Savage 
Durant. Miss Walker has startec 
remodernizing. 





Evins’ Political Ambish 
Atlanta, July 23. 
John E. Evins, owner and manager 


of 10th Street and Plaza (nabe) thea- | 


tres here, has tossed his summer 
style hat into Atlanta’s political ring. 
Evins is seeking city councilmanic 
post now occupied by Frank Beck, 
of Fifth Ward. 

Evins is no novice in politica) lists, 
having campaigned (unsuccessfully) 


in previous elections for city coun- | 


cil job. 





Eaves’ Berth 
Lufkin, Texas. July 23. 
Jack Eaves new head of the Texas 
here succeeding Bill Threet, retiring. 
Eaves comes from the Overton, at 
Overton. A. D. Hooper takes over 


ost vacatéd by Eaves. Houses in the | 


ee Threet chain. 





Nebraska’s Additions 
Lincoln, Neb., July 23. 

Within a month, two _ theatres, 
$110,000 worth of amusement real 
estate, open in Nebraska. First will 
be George Monroe’s Empress, Kear- 
ney, Neb. (2), and next will be How- 
ard Federer’s Liberty here, a month 
later. 

G. Ralph Branton, g.m. of Blank- 


man- 
treasurer of the Empire 
(Interstate) resigned to affiliate with 


xpress dramatic editor, awarded 
| the Pilgrims Degree of Merit by 
| L.O.0.M, at Mooseheart, II], 

| Bernard J. McCarthy is new 
from RKO St. Louis office. 

‘| Peter Scully, 


e 


i name of Peter Sullivan. 





Savell Shifts to N.Y. 

| Leon’ Savell, associated with 
| Wilby-Kincey for many years, is at | 
the Paramount home office awaiting 
completion of details under which he | 
| will shift into one of the other cir- | 
|cuits of the company over auditing. 

On Savell’s transfer to the home 
office to the comptroller’s depart- | 
ment, he was succeeded in Atlanta | 
with Wilby-Kincey by T. X. Jones 
who had been in charge of theatre 
auditing. 


} 





Edwards Adds Another | 

Los Angeles, July 23. | 

James Edwards circuit bought the 
Valley theatre, El Monte, from Art 
Sanborn. 
Jimmy Finkler, until recently with 
Exhibitors Service, resigned to take) 
charge of a new theatre in West-| 
| wood, now in course of construction. | 





Fire Damages Theatre 
Vancouver, B. C., July 23. | 
| A $65,000 fire which roared | 
| through the business section of the | 
|mining town of Zeballos, B. C., de-| 
|stroyed the Zeballos Community | 
| Hall and theatre, owned by Al Trout. | 

S. Jones, RKO, was elected | 
| chairman of the Vancouver branch | 
‘of the Canadian Picture Pioneers, ' 





discussing | 


| Rochester RKO rep, transferred here 


son of Universal | ; : . 
Buffalo branch manager John Scully, | one, under plans, and Par will bring 
cast by Joe Pasternak in Universal's : 

production ‘Seven Sinners’ under the | buildup. 


| Lost Opportunity 





Philadelphia, July 23 

Last Friday there was & 
serious accident at the corner of 
19th and Chestnut, in front of 
Warners’ Aldine. 

Newspapers printed photo- 
graphs on the front pages show- 
ing the Aldine’s marquee plainly. 
It would have been swell pub- 
licity except for one thing. 

The Aldine is closed for the 
summer. 








R. Muir elected secretary. 
local members are: W. P. 
Rex: F. H. Gow, Famous 
Players; William MHansher, Para- 
'mount; Robert Scott, Lyric; John 
Dawson, Plaza, and J. Schuberg. 


and J. 
Other 
Dewees, 


Jacobs Vice Wolf 
San Francisco, July 23. 
Red Jacobs has replaced William 
Wolf as branch manager at RKO ex- 
change here. Wolf's future plans 
indefinite. 


| E. W. Rau’s Takeover 
Louisville, July 23. 
E. W. Rau, owner of the Palace 
at Leitchfield, Ky., has bought the 
Starlight, Auburn, Ky., from M. H. 
Sparks, and will rename it the 
| Marion, after his 12-year-old son. 
| Tony Sudekum, Nashville, presi- 
| dent Crescent Amus. Co., operator of 
theatres in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Alabama, Arkansas, and other South- 
'ern states, recently opened the Belle 
| Meade, new house in a new store 
| development, representing a $500,000 
investment. House is located on the 
|front lawn of his estate, said to be 
i his crowning achievement in theatre 
|construction, and was built as a 
|memorial to his efforts in show busi- 
|ness. House seats 1,500, has elabor- 
aie marquee, mirrors in ceiling with 
unusual feature of aisle seats in 
every sixth row of extra width for 
large people. House is situated in a 


high-class residential section of 
Nashville. " 
Andy Anderson, Indianapolis, 





added fifth house to his chain with 
;purchase of the Star, Salyersville, 
| Ky. House bought from H. D. Shel- 
, ton. 


OVER 200 RADIO SPOT 
" SPIELS FOR ‘RAMPARTS 


In connection with the preview of 
i‘The Ramparts We Watch,’ first fea- 
ture-length film produced by the 
| March of Time, a series of 200-odd 
|radio announcements have been 
| placed by Time with the four Wash- 
| ington, D. C., stations, WJISV, WNAL, 
| WRC and WOL. They will be used 
;}up during an intensive one-week 
{ballyhoo push. 


Time’s announcer, Hugh Conrad, 








| wi'l go to Washington and gallop be- | 


| tween the stations to personally read 
every one of the announcements, 


some of which are only five minutes | 


apart. 





Par’s Two ‘Premieres’ 
For ‘Mountain’, ‘Mounted’ 


Two world premieres, with at- 
,tendant ballyhoo, are planned by 
| Paramount, for ‘Comin’ Round the 
| Mountain’ and, later on ‘Northwest 
| Mounted.” ‘Mountain’ will be preemed 
lat the Paramount, 
Tony Sudekam house, Aug. 10, with 
two national broadcasts being ar- 
ranged. Uncle Ezra will figure on 





players from Hollywod for local 


| ‘Mounted,’ which will not be for 
release until the fall, will be given a 


Nashville, a! 


| world premiere in Canada, probably | 


in October. Bob Gillham plans go-| 
ing to the Coast in two or three 
weeks to discuss plans for ‘Mounted.’ 





Peggy Moran’s Ballyhoo | 
Swing for Universal 


Peggy Moran, Universal starlet, | 
who was shipped east last week to/| 
attend Syracuse, N. Y., opening of 


‘The Boys From Syracuse,’ will also | 


be on hand to add glamor at two 
preems of ‘When the Daltons Rode’, 
She'll stop off on her way back for 
festivities at Coffeyville, Kas., one 
night and at Kansas City the next. 
Miss Moran has appeared in 12 pic- 
tures during the past year, but nei- 

ner ‘Syracuse’ nor ‘Daltons’ was 
among them. 

Return to New York was in the 
nature of a reunion for the player 
with her father, Ear}—Moran, w.k. 
painter of figures for Brown & Bige- 
low calendars. They hadn't seen 
each other for 10 years. Femme 
posed for her father for the benefit 


a 


‘Gus Lampe Lights Up Syracuse, 


o— 


From the Picture of the Same Name 








Syracuse, July 23. 
| Gus Lampe, division manager for 
| RKO-Schine, parlayed a puny bud- 
get, an idea and two weeks of inde- 
| fatigable plugging, into the greatest 
film exploitation stunt ever unveiled 
[upstate for the triple world pre- 
miere of ‘Boys from Syracuse’ here 

Thursday (18). 

Whereas most, if not all ‘premieres’ 
|are engineered by the studios, this 
i was strictly Lampe’s show—a one- 
| man opus which payed off in a man- 

ner to win praise from the various 
bP execs who attended the open- 

ing. 

He unveiled a few new stunts in 
| conjunction with the debut of ‘Boys’ 
in the three downtown houses of the 
Syracuse Schine chain, Keith’s Para- 
mount and Eckel, and had the co- 
operation of Jules Levey, indie pro- 
ducer, and of Universal in securing 
| several ‘names’ to grace the opening. 
| But the most outstanding phase of 
the exploitation was its sheer vol- 
ume. 

There was hardly an angle Lampe 
overlooked. He was given only two 
weeks from the time the date for the 
premiere was set to the day it took 
place. But in that two weeks he had 
the city wide-eyed with showman- 
ship. The newspapers were packed 
with contests for a couple of weeks. 
Most successful was for a list of boys 
from Syracuse (N. Y.) who had gone 
on to win fame in other parts of the 
world. There was a candid camera 
contest and others which attracted 
interest. 

Lampe even reaped himself some 
national publicity through a _ tieup 
with American Airlines offering to 
make the person coming the furthest 
distance by air to Syracuse for the 
premiere the guest of the film stars 
gathered for the occasion. Tele- 
grams came from all over the coun- 
try showing the pull of this stunt. 

A few of the ballyhooed notables 
expected bowed out at the last min- 
ute, but enough of them were on 
hand to keep the customers happy. 
Representing the film industry were 
Joe Penner and Eric Blore, who take 
feature roles in the picture; Charles 
Coburn, who came down to plug his 
Mohawk Festival strawhatter; Con- 
stance Moore and Peggy Moran. 

With the exception of Coburn, all 
came in on two planes early in the 
afternoon, accompanied by J. Chee- 
ver Cowdin, chairman of the board 
of Universal; Charles Prutzman, 
vice-president; William Scully, gen- 
eral sales manager; John O’Connor, 
general manager of RKO theatres; 
| Jay Golden, RKO-Schine division 
| manager, and Lou Pollock, eastern 
| publicity director for Universal with 
a flock of aides and New York critics. 
Also in the party were Graham Mc- 
Namee, commentator for Universal 
News, Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, 
radio comics. 

Festivities started with a giant pa- 
rade from the airport, where thou- 
sands had gathered, through the 
downtown streets, jammed with 
youngsters and adults. A few chari- 
ots provided the proper Grecian at- 
mosphere for the parade. 

Apparently unexpected, Eddie 
Sutherland, direcior of ‘The Boys,’ 
planed in in a private ship. He ar- 
rived after the parade had started, 
but one of the best pieces of bally- 
hoo of the whole show was a Syra- 
cuse friend racing Sutherland down- 
town, where he stood in the crowd 
until the parade came along and then 
‘thumbed’ himself a ride in one of 
| the official cars. 

During the afternoon some of the 
execs got an eyeful of Lampe’s pro- 
motion, They found the city had all 
its flags out and that Grecian cos- 
tumes were a dime a dozen in all the 
stores, where Lampe had everyone 
togged in togas from the elevator 
girls up. 
tured displays of Greek wines. 
newspapers had special sections in 
which merchants all played the 
‘Boys from Syracuse’ theme. 

The premiere had all the usual 
trimmings, radio interviews, flood- 
lights and a milling mob through 
which the stars could barely fight 
their way into the theatre. After a 
first appearance at Keith's, focal point 
of the premiere, the party visited the 
other two houses where the picture 
was shown. Later, the entire dele- 
gation was guest of Mayor Marvin 
at a cocktail party in the Hotel Syra- 
cuse. 

Papers splashed the story strong, 
setting precedents with their free 
space. Crix liked the opus, but it 
was Lampe’s show which stole the 
spotlight. 











The 





of photogs from the picture mags. 


During the personals, Abbott and 


Even the liquor stores fea- | 











Costello scored, while Penner went 
over big. Blore gave a brief char. 
acter sketch and Coburn told » 
couple of yarns. The gals did little, 
but had all the stops out on the 
charm business. McNamee emiceed 
the show. 

All, including Lampe, planed out 
the next morning. 


BANKERS CLAMP DOWN 
ON COSTLY JUNKETS 


Elaborate and costly previews at 
out-of-way cities vaguely connecied 
in some manner with the picture be- 
ing ballyhooed apparently are on the 
way out. They will continue on the 
taboo list for the duration of the Eu- 
ropean war, too, if bankers have 
their say-so. Financial men footing 
the industry’s production bil! for the 
coming 12 months bluntly say such 
previews are a waste of money and 
that the coin outlay recently has not 
been commensurate with either the 
goodwill or press received. 

Previous to the drastic cut in for- 
eign revenues, initial junkets such 
as staged for ‘Dodge City’ and ‘Union 
Pacific’ justified every nicke] spent. 


Over-Baliyed S.A. S!ant 


Kayoes French Pic in 0. 








Cleveland, July 23. 

Too much sexy advance ballyhoo 
on ‘Mademoiselle Ma Mere’ back- 
fired on the Penn Square, Domenick 
Grillo’s foreign house, getting him 
into hot water with Ohio's censor 
board which has put French film on 
ice to cool off for a while. 

Import might have got by if it had 
been shoved into censors’ hands more 
quietly, but house’s operator over- 
played his hand. Before getting an 
official okay on it, he mailed a cou- 
ple of thousand cards building up 
‘M. M. M.’ as ‘one of the naughtiest 
boudoir romances ever to come out 
of France,’ with a rather suggestive 
sketch of Danielle Darrieux, accent- 
ing some quotes, . 

From reports, board of bluenoses 
had given film a cursory once-over, 
with only one or two minor cuits, 
until one of the sexy giveaway cards 
fell into their hands. Print was 
yanked back for a sharper look-see 
to discover what all the shootin’ was 
for. That was three weeks ago and 
the unofficial word has gone out 
that, as a result of the ballyhoo, the 
censors think ‘M. M. M.” is too hot 
for Ohio. 





Hisses and Boos For 
% + 6uT?: . ¢ 
Campaign on ‘Villain 
Hollywood, July 23 
Somewhat unique press book has 
been issued by Harold B. Franklin 
for his first film production, “The 
Villain Still Pursued Her,’ to be re- 
leased by RKO Radio. Most of the 
campaign is covered via mimeo- 
graphed typewritten sheeis, with 
stress laid on the possibilities of ex- 
ploiting the film by use of the words 
‘Hiss It’. 
All of the oldtime hokum exploita- 


tion and advertising is recom- 
mended, including a ‘find the vil- 
lain’ stunt, amateur contests, stooges 


in audience, community singing and 
hissing and booing practice. ‘Boo 
him, shoo him, foo him,’ are a few 
of the advertising slogans suggested. 
Banner line is ‘it’s a cataclysmic 
drammer of tears, leers and cheers 





LOEW’S I.C.S. ‘EDISON’ TIEUP 

Nearly $10,000 in free scholarships 
are to be given away by Interna- 
tional Correspondence Schoo! © 
connection with the Loew circuit 
(N. Y.) of ‘Edison, the Man’. 

Sixty scholarships, each worth 
$150, will be awarded to winners of 
a questionnaire contest to be con- 
ducted in each of 60 Loew theatres. 





MPAYBE BALLY 
San Antonio, July 23 
Local Interstate billboards, through- 
out the city, have been posted wiih 
‘Motion Pictures Are Your Best F'- 
tertainment; See a show once a week 
at your nearest Interstate Theatre. 
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Sudden Heat Wilts Chi B.0., But 
Glenn Miller- Untamed’ OK $37,000: 
Tonnlin Fair $14,000, ‘Gone’ Fades 


a 
! 








|55)—‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d wk.). 
Holding uneventfully at indicated 
' $4,000 after bang-up opening which 
| got off to $1.10 preem, day and date 
with nearby 1,000 seat Centre, and 
held in steady fashion to okay $10,- 


. Chicago, July 23. 

* Hot weather descended suddenly 
on Friday (19) and sent the public 
out of town on the first real warm 
weather weekend of the season. This 
naturally affected business at the 


Joop houses, which are currently do- a a remarkable figure for this 
ing the best ee | stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 

. : _|55)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Taking 
. Only house which has gone to gen-''.1 advantage of extra large ca- 


uine booking effort is the Chicago, 

where Glenn Miller's orch is ee | 

its first theatre appearance and in- | Rand : 

dicates good boxoffice, though mid- | 10 cooks ‘Untamed’ (rac) po! . 

west is not the swing-mad east, and | where with n g. $5,700 

the Chicago is not the Paramount. | he 0d nd 
‘Andy Hardy Meets a Debutante,’ | 


having turned in a healthy session in) ‘ ’ 
the Chicago last week, is rewarded | 
with additional loop time in the! 
Roosevelt, while ‘New Moon’ con-, 
tinues to hold in the United Artists| 
$45,900 IN TWO 


on its third week. Musical has} 


pacity and normal class following of 
house to hang up town-leading $15,- 





turned out to be the best boxoffice | 
item the house has had in several 
months. Another hold-over is ‘My 
Favorite Wife,’ which is getting a! 
fourth week in the loop and its sec- 
ond in the Garrick. 

State-Lake has brought ‘20 Mule 
Team’ back to the loop to team with 
vaude. 

Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) Boston, July 23. 
—‘Million B. C.’ (UA). Getting an ‘New Moon’ is taking the im- 
adventure group play, which is; portant coin here this week, and is 
counting up to alright initial week) running up a tally at the Orpheum 
of $4,000. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’! and State which may break summer 
(M-G), finished three sessions down- | b.o. records. The Orpheum, down- 
town to good enough $5,200. i|town, has been running to capacity 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— | since opening and over the weekend, 
‘Untamed’ (Par) and Glenn Miller| both matinees and evenings, and 
orch. About the best pace of the ‘Moon’ looks like a sure holdover. 
loop and heading for satisfying $37,-| Picture was given a big publicity 
000, with the picture indicating no} buildup through the _ usual local 
assistance at the wicket. Last week! media, and a hefty studio ad cam- 

‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and Jan paign helped. : 
Savitt orch, strong $41.200. ‘All This, and Heaven Too’ is being 

Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-65-75) | held over at the Met. Impending 
—‘Favorite Wife’ (RKO) (4th wk.). | visit of Bette Davis here tomorrow 
Going into four week in loop and| (Wednesday) on her way to a New 
looking for $4.000, good after fine Hampshire holiday has heightened 
$6,900 last week. interest in the film. ‘Queen of Des- 

Oriental (Jones) (3.200: 28-44)— tiny’ is so-so at Keith Memorial. 

Fo ag ee (Col) and vaude Estimates for This- Week 

inky Tomlin orch headlining. Fair ; ‘ 
session in view at $14,000. Last week —— ' oO 4 ew ge a 
sland Doomed Men’ (Col) with 7. 25sPort Alcatraz’ (Col) an on 
A . : ‘nis |Christian Women’ (RKO). On the 

ndy Kirk band and Stepin Fetchit, downgrade to around $8,000. Last 
ee ter (1.500: 35-55-65 week. ‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th) and ‘Hot 
75) — ‘Hardy Debutane’ (M-G). aoe! CT), $3,508. ; 
Switched from the Chicago and go-|__Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39~-44- 
ing through in bangun style to $9.000. | 59)—'Way of Flesh’ (Par) and ‘Lucky 
Should hold-over. Last week ‘Or-| Cisco Kid’ (20th). Nus.h.. around 


chid’ (WB), fairish $6,800 in second | $4,500 promised. Last week, ‘Ghost 
loop gallop. ‘ |Breakers’ (Par) (2nd run) and 
‘Three Faces West’ (WB), $5,500, 


oa (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— Rts 
4 air 

ao ae Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907: 28- 
39-44-55) —‘Queen Destiny’ (RKO) 
and ‘Cross Country Romance’ (RKO). 
On the pale side, about $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Saps 
Sea’ (U), skidded to $8,800. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4.367: 28-39- 


(M-G) and varnde. 
Duncan Sisters headlining. Okay 
session at $14,000. Last week about 
the same at $14,900 for ‘Strange 
Cargo’ (M-G) plus vaude headed by 
Bernie Cummins orch. 
United Artists (B&K-UA) 
$5-55-65-75) — ‘New Moon’ 


(1.700: 
(M-G) 


(3d wk.). Has been a real coin col- | 44-55)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and ‘Pop 
lector and snagging healthy $9,000 in| Pays’ (RKO) (2d wk.). Aiming at 
current week, after: cuorralling solid, pleasing $14,000. Last week $19,000, 
$12.600 last week. | good. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 75-1.10- Orpheum (Loew) (2.900; 28-39-44- 
1.50)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (26th wk.). 55)—‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Mili- 
Closing near as gross slides, $5.000! tary Academy’ (Col) Dragging in 
indicated take currently, after okay standee biz despite the worst kind 
$6,000 last week. of weather. Will probably ring up 


| $27.000. or better, tremendous. Last 
veek. ‘Susan God’ (M-G) and ‘Turn- 


V 
‘ ? | about’ (UA), $18.300, very good. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55)—'Way of Flesh’ (Par) and 
‘Lucky Cisco’ (20th). Around $5,500. 


off. Last week. ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
Baltimore, July 23 


(Par) and ‘Three Faces’ (WB), $7,000, 
Bad slump setting in last week not 





okay. 
Seollay (M&P) (2.538; 28-38-44-50) 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (3rd run) 
and “Queen Mob’ (Par) (2nd run). 
Maybe $4,000, satisfactory. Last week, 
‘Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Man Talked 
Much’ (WB) (both 2nd run). $3.000 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 25 


Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (32d wk.). 


Capitol—‘New Moon’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). 
Criterion—‘Snow White and 


Seven Dwarfs’ (RKO) (reissue) 
(27). 


Globe—‘Leopard Men of Af- 
rica’ (Select) (27). 
Music Hali—‘All This, and 


Heaven Too’ (WB) (4th wk.). 
Paramount — ‘Untamed’ (Par) 
(26). 
(Reviewed in Variety, May 26) 
Rialto—‘The Fugitive’ (U) (22). 
Roxy—‘Turnabout’ (UA) (28). 
(Reviewed in Variery, May 8) 
Strand—‘They Drive by Night’ 
(WB) (28). 
(Reviewed in Variety, July 10) 
Week of Aug. 1 
Astor—‘Gone With the Wind’ 
(M-G) (33d wk.). 

Capitol—‘Andy Hardy Meets 
Debutante’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 3) 

Music Hall— ‘South of Pago 
Pago’ (UA). 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 17) 

Paramount—‘Boys from Syra- 
cuse’ (U) (31). 

(Reviewed in Variety, June 17) 

Rialte — ‘Prison Camp’ (Col) 
(29). 

Roxy—‘The Man I Married’ 
(20th) (2). 








IN INDPLS. T0 
BIG $13,500 


Indianapolis, July 23. 

A heat wave arrived at the Hoosier 
capitol this week, shoving the tem- 
peratures up and in one case the b.o. 
down. 

However, the Lyric, with Sammy 
Kaye’s orch. is having its 
week in quite a spell. 

Loew’s is doing okay with ‘Our 
Town’ and ‘Sporting Blood.’ Circle 
is suffering through a second week 
of ‘All This, And Heaven Too.’ 
Armstrong-Jenkins fight pic has been 
added, but they’re still taking it on 
the chin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) plus Arm- 
strong-Jenkins fight pic (RKO). 
Poor $5,000. Last week, ‘Heaven 
Too’ (WB), great $10,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—Our Town’ (UA) and ‘Sporting 
Blood’ (M-G). Good $8,500. Last 





(M-G), okay $7,800. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Love, Honor’ (U) and Sammy 
Kaye’s orch. Heading for very solid 
$13,500. Last week, ‘Manhattan 
Heartbeat’ (U) and vaude, not so 
good $7,000. 


313- Scandals 


| Fine Product Bucks Dog 


‘Captain Lady’ 


Cleveland, July 23. 
(Best Exploitation: State) 





Setting any noticeable hypo with State (Loew) (3.600: 28-39-44-55) 
extra-torrid spell on hand currently.|_‘New Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Military 
Best biz is being garnered on ‘All| Academy’ (Col). Flirting with $18.- 
This, And Heaven Too,’ made to or-|599 smash. Last week. ‘Susan God’ 
der for deluxe following of amply} (M-G) and ‘Turnabout’ (UA), good 
seated Stanley. In second slot, at! $12900 


fairish gate, is the combo Hipp, with 
Tom .Brown’s School Days,’ leaning 
heavily on annual local talent ‘Star- 
dust Revue,’ sponsored in tie-up with 
the Baltimore News-Post. H.0.’s of 
“Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ and 
Maryland,’ also rather steady con- 
Sidering lukewarm spirit of week's 
doings. 
Estimates for This Week 


Clearing Lobbies May 


Milwaukee, July 23. 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15- Feuding between theatre ops and 
25-40)—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) city building inspection department 
(2d wk.), Holding moderately well over cluttering of lobbies with vend- 


ing machines, soft drink bars and 


at $8,000 after okay opening to 
: ‘other sidelines is being ended by a 


$12,700 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: . i sara =a a: 
eb ‘omise policy. Building Inspec- 
Dy23;35-40-55-66)— ‘Brown's School co Leon Ma, Gureh is taking the 
+ KO), Owing it all to ac- houses. one by one and measuring 


Companying local talent ‘Stardust 
evue’ staged in cooperation with out space that must be kept clear, 
News-Post, for fairish $12,000. Last taking seating capacity into consid- 
Week, ‘Lone Wolf Lady’ (Col) plus! eration. Thus, theatres with ample 
b Chester orchestra fell way off, lobby space are permitted to retain 
ee “A $10,200. |some of their extra revenue pro- 
ee a ag eit a Sg _ ducers, while smaller houses have to 
Opened Sunday (21) with mild $5 000 discard them yand no foolin A 
possible. Last week ‘Private Af-| Theatre licenses, which were held 
fairs’ (UJ) failed to go far at $4,100. | up for a time, are now being issued 
New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-25-35- | with this understanding. 


Settle Bldg. Dept. Beef 








conditions. 


| 


| weeks with their shows. 


KAYE UPS ‘LOVE 


| $21,000 at the Roxy. while 


Heat Chills Grosses But ‘Heaven’ 


Strong $80,000 on 


3d Week: ‘Moon’ 


Comes Over With 306, ‘Md.’ 216 2d 


— 





(Best Exploitation: Capitol) | 


Blistering heat, letting up a little) 
yesterday (Tues.), has been knock- 
ing the boxoffices galley west on! 
Broadway. The weekend found; 
Times Square like a little country} 
village, notably on Sunday (21) 
when people scrammed to beaches | 
and country or stayed at home under | 
a fan. Nationally the torridity also 
made the b.o’s very frigid. In some! 
territories it was off as much as 60%, | 
it is claimed. | 

Only new picture of major im- 
portance to come in with the per-| 
spiration wave was ‘New Moon.’| 
Naturally held down by the weather, ! 
it is making a valiant battle to hit 
over $30,000. which is good consider- 
ing everything. Stays a _ second 
stanza. 

Among the numerous holdovers,. 
‘Heaven Too’ is by far the strongest, | 


although the Par finished out its 


third week last night (Tues.) very 
satisfactorily with ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
and the Orrin Tucker-Bonnie Baker | 
combination, at $30,000. 

Tearing down the back stretch for 
a probable $86,000 or better this, 
week, its third, ‘Heaven’ will become 
the third picture to go beyond 21, 
days at the Music Hall. ‘Snow White’ | 
played five and ‘Rebecca’ six, both | 
under much more favorable weather | 


Roxy and Strand are on second | 
Both are) 
‘Love | 


weak. ‘Maryland’ will be only about 


|'Came Back’ and Rudy Vallee will | 


be luckv to check out of the Strand | 
with $20,000. 

After what happened last week | 
when it went into the red, the sec- | 
ond-run State is breathing easier on | 
a chance for over $18,000 with ‘Edi- | 
son, the Man,’ plus a stage show in- | 


Road’ (Col). Hoboing it along for 
only about $4,500, which leaves the 
picture hungry. ‘Devil’s Island’ 
(WB) went nine days, getting $6,500, 


okay. 
Palace (1,700; 75-35-55) — ‘Four 
Sons’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Cross 


Country Romance’ (RKO) (ist run), 
doubled, plus Jenkins-Armstrong 
fight film. Countup may show about 
$8,200, fairish. Last week, ‘Brother 
Orchid’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Divorce- 
ment’ (RKO) (1st run), the same. 
Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-88-99) 
—‘Untamed’ (Par), together with 
Louis Armstrong and Ethel Waters 
opens this morning (Wed.). ‘Ghost 
Breakers’ (Par) and Orrin Tucker, 
with Bonnie Baker, went three 
weeks to very fine business. Final 


| stanza $30,000, the second $39,000 and 


the first $59,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (5.980; 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65)—‘Heaven’ (WB) and 
stage show (3d week). Though 
Saturday and Sunday’s business was 
off, the gross will still mount to 
$80,000, excellent for third week, 
and picture holds fourth. Only two 
others have gone beyond three. Last 
week (2d) finished powerfully at 
$96,000, while the first seven days 
was $106,000. 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Fugitive’ 
(U). Opened slowly Monday (22) 


| but was better yesterday (Tues.) and 


may come out satisfactorily, figure 
on this one being difficult to esti- 
mate this early. In ahead ‘Million- 
aires in Prison’ (RKO) only $5,000, 
weak. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75) — ‘Mary- 
land’ (20th) and stage show (2d-final 
week). Having trouble on holdover, 
looking no more than about $21,000, 
disappointing. First week also un- 
der hopes, but could have been worse, 
taking things into account, $32,000. 


‘cluding Russ Morgan. George Beatty | ‘Turnabout’ (UA) opens Friday (26). 


‘and Ethel Shutta. 


This isn’t fancy | 


| but it’s some profit. 


| tops 


biggest | 


The campaign on ‘New Moon,’ ex- | 
ploited far in advance by Metro and | 
heavily advertised by the Capitol, is | 
this week. Theatre extended | 
itself in putting over the current | 


|run. Ads particularly effective. 
Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65- 


| $2.20)—'Gone’ (M-G) (32d wk). This | 
|picture is like poor relations paying | 


a visit, it sticks around so long, but | 


: ’ | 
apparently it hasn’t worn out iis | 
| 


|} welcome; last week (31st), $7,700, | 


'$1.25)—‘New Moon’ 


{perhaps over $30,000. 


week (2d), ‘Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and} 


$9,000, ‘Hardy’ 2d 8G 


|better than the prior stanza when it | 


was $7,200. 
Capitol 


25-40-55-75-$1.10- | 
(M-G). High | 
cost musical with MacDonald-Eddy | 
battling the elements pretty well, | 
That’s not to | 
2 | 


(4,520; 


be sneezed at, even if hay fever tim 
is nearly here. Last week ‘Susan and 
God’ (M-G), slightly over $20,000, a | 
heart-breaker. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55)—‘Sport- 
ing Blood’ (M-G). Suffering from | 
bad fetlocks and won't race in for | 
more than $6,000 or so, a short pay- | 
off. Last week ‘Those Were the | 
Days’ (Par) proved it was here on | 
the wrong days, less than $5,000. 

Globe (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Girls of 


$15,000, Cleve. 
Days — ‘Heaven’ H. ak 


!—*Girls Road’ (Col). Exploitation 
okay, but nothing in results. Less! 
than $3,500 in sight. Last week, 


Long overdue dog-days are finally 


here in earnest, yet grosses are not 
melting as fast as expected. George 
| White’s ‘Scandals,’ one of Palace’s 
few vaude attractions of the sum-| 
mer, is lifting ‘Girl in 313’ up to top 
showing for week. Combo actually 
doesn’t have any opposish since half 
of films are hold-overs. 

State had the oft-postponed ‘Our 
Town’ inked in for current stanza, 
but third and final cancellation of 


it at last moment played havoc with 
|newspaper contest, poster work, ads, 
ete., when hard-hitting ‘Andy Hardy 
| Meets Debutante’ was kept a second 
(frame. ‘All This, 
'also rolling into a h.o. at Hipp in 


|fine shape, with such satisfactory 
results that a moveover to Allen is 
indicated. Both ‘Safari’ and ‘Girls 


spectively, ranking as B-dawdlers 
Third anniversary of Andy Hardy 

series was celebrated by a neat eye- 

catching stunt sold by Joe Largo of 


naming each car after one of Mickey 
Rooney’s films. Dovetailed with 
scenario prize contest to find new 
theme for Mickey’s next. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 





of Road’ at Stillman and Allen, re-/; 
| take a chance on ‘Our Town,’ which | 


And Heaven Too’ | 


‘Leopard Men’ (Select), barely fair 


$3,000 in six days. 
Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Getting 


all the breaks, from press, crowds, 
and second stanza that has excellent 
$9,000 in bag, after swell $15,500 on 
initial week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55- 
60)—‘Girl in 313’ (20th) with George 
White’s ‘Scandals’ on stage Not 
socking out a high figure but better 
than recent Red Skelton personal, 
around $15,000. Last week, ‘Man 
Who Talked’ (WB) set an all-time 
record low for this house with $3,000 
in eight days. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G). Climbed 
so rapidly that they decided not to} 


was erased, and h.o. justifying quick 
shift. Going to strong $8,000 after 
earning extra smart $15,000 last} 
week, 

Stillman (Loew’s (1,972; 30-35-42- | 
55)—‘Safari’ (Par). Average $3,500 


{which may be cut down by heat.) 


State to plug ‘Debutante.’ Agency 
for Studebaker lent him 10 new} 
models which raced through town 
with honking horns and _ banners 


Stand does relatively better on push- | 
overs, which is the reason why four | 
first-runners are being taken off its | 
sked and dated for nabe Granada. | 
Last week “Turnabout’ (UA), worth- | 
while $5,000, j 


i held. over, 


| wk). 


State (3,450; 35-55-75) — ‘Edison, 
Man’ (M-G) (2d run), with Russ 
Morgan, George Beatty and Ethel 
Shutta on stage. Business is consid- 
erably better here this week at prob- 
ably more than $18,000 but this is 
still just moderate. Last week ‘Ty- 
phoon’ (Par) (2d), milked on first- 
run in New York and Brooklyn en- 


|gagements, plus Henny Youngman, 


Teddy Powell and Beverly Roberts, 
only $13,000, the color of lipstick. 
Strand (2,767; 25-50-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Love Came Back’ (WB) and Rudy 
Vallee (2d-final week). Lacking in 
punch last week (lst) at $30,000, 
though profitable, and on the hold- 
over is off to about $26,000, a set. 
‘They Drive by Night’ (WB) and 
Will Osborne orchestra plus George 
Raft, in person, follows Friday (26). 





HEAVEN H.0. ON 


TOP IN D.C, 176 


Washington, July 23. 

It’s still ‘Heaven Too’ in a walk. 
Pick socked last week and is being 
with same abbreviated 
stage show, for second stanza at 
Earle and is leading town by good 
$2,000. Second place goes to ‘Our 
Town,’ booked into Capitol, Loew’s 
vaude spot, after deciding its lack 
of star names made it too light for 


| Palace, big straight pic house. 


‘Ramparts We Watch,’ March of 
Time’s first feature-length film, bows 
in world premiere tonight (23) at 
Keith’s. House is closed all day to- 
day and premiere is invitation only. 
‘Ramparts’ starts regular public 
showings tomorrow (Wed.). 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Our Town’ (UA) and vaude. 
Pic getting the class trade and 


Jackie Heller helping with the jitter- 
bugs. Looks like adequate $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Four Sons’ (20th) and 
Bob Crosby orchestra okay $17,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)~— 
‘New Moon’ (M-G) (2d run). Back 
downtown after two weeks at Palace 
and will see fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘Susan’ (M-G) (2d run), good $5,000. 
Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) and vaude. (2d 
Holdover of entire bill leading 
town with nice $17,000. Last week, 
same bill socked with $22,500. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 39-55)— 
‘Ramparts We Watch’ (RKO). In- 
vitation premiere tonight; opens to- 
morrow (24). Last week, ‘Private 
Affairs’ (U) held for passable $6,000. 
Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44 )—‘Divorce- 


ment’ (RKO). Light $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Thosé Days’ (Par) lighter 
$3.000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55)— 


‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Holding for good $9,000. Last week, 
big $18,000. 





ee ee 
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‘Wd.’ $14,000, Tom Brown’ Fair 12146, 


Turnabout’ 2d 


a 





San Francisco, July 23 
Mild week on Market street, with 
# flock of so-so pix not adding to the 
excitement, or lack thereof. Most 
exploitable product is ‘Turnabout’ at 
United Artists, cashing in on word- 
of-mouth despite none too favorable 


revews. Orpheum is using a re- 
issue this week, ‘Next Time We 
Love.’ 


Out in the districts, ‘The Baker's 
Wife,’ French, starts its second month 
at the Clay. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) t,000; 33-39-44) 
‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ 
(20th). Bare $14,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Flight 
Angels’ (WB), below expectations at 
$13.000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850: 39-44) 
—‘Brown’s School Days’ (RKO), and 


vaude. Fair $12,500 coming up. Last 
week, ‘Curtain Call’ (RKO) and 
Berni Vici unit. about the same and 


under anticipation. 
Orpheum (F&M) (2.440; 33-39-44) 


—‘Next Time Love’ (Col) (revival) | 
end ‘Black Diamonds’ (U). Slim- 
mish $6.500 on the horizon. Last 
week. ‘Married Adventure’ (Col) 


end ‘Love, Honor’ (U) under expec- 
tations at $7,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) 
44)—‘Love Back’ (WB) and ‘Flight 
Angels’ (WB). Moveover from Fox 
may bring in $8,000. Last week. | 
‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Queen Mob’| 
(Par), $12,000, okay as things are} 
going. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470: 33-39- | 
44)—‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
‘Fugitive Justice’ (WB). 
satisfactory $6,000 on second week of 
move-over. Last week, as expected 
at $7,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
55-75)—‘Turnabout’ (UA). 
considerable attention, and second 
week expected to bring $7,500. Last 
week, healthy $11.000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2.680; 33-39-44) 
—‘Man Who Talked’ (WB) and ‘Scat- 
terbrain’ (Rep). 
critics agreeing title more truth than 
poetry. Last week, ‘We Are Young’ 
(M-G) and ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) 
put up good struggle for mild $9,000, 
okay for these pix. 


(2,740; 33-39- 





*‘Horizon’-‘Truth’ Beat 
New Seattle Pix, 5G 


Seattle, July 23. 
Two ace pix are revived this week 
ei the Liberty, as antidote for heat 
wave and paucity of new product, 
and the duo—Lost Horizon’ and 
‘Awful Truth’—are pulling well. 
Rest of town only fair. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50)—‘Not Tough’ (U) and 
“Windy Polars’ (RKO) (2d_ wk). 
Moved over from the Orpheum, but 
not hitting solidly at $1,200, slow for 
five days. Last week, ‘Untamed’ 
(Par) and ‘Sandy Lady’ (U) (2d wk) 
fair $1,800. 

Coliseum 
(1,900: 21-35)—‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) 
and ‘One Beautiful’ (M-G) (2d run), 
good $2,800. Last week, ‘Mule Team’ 
(M-G) and ‘On Own’ (20th) (2d run) 
ditto. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Ever- 
green) (2,349: 30-40-50)-—‘Maryland’ 
(20th) and ‘Cross Country’ (RKO). 
Can’t see better than a mild $4,200. 
Last week, ‘New Moon’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), fair $4,400. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and ‘Awful 
Truth’ (Col). Revivals are beating 
scarcity of product and the summer 
heat with big $5,000 and may hold 
over. Last week, “Turnabout’ (UA) 
(3d wk) fair $3,200. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
850: 30-40-50)—‘New Moon’ (M-G). 


Moved over from the Fifth Ave. for | 


a third round, and pulling a good 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) (3d 
wk) nifty enough at $1,900. 
Orpheum (Ha mrick-Evergreen) 


(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Private Affair’ 
(U) and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G). At 
$3,000, terrible. Last week, ‘Not 
Tough’ (U) and ‘Windy Poplars’ 
(RK), $3,100, mild. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-40- 
50)—‘Grand Ole Opery’ (Rep). 


Heavy billing for Weaver “ros. and 
Elviry, but Polack Bros. stage circus 
is main reason for the take, which 
is good at $5,500. Last week, “Tear 


Gas’ (WB) plus ‘Sunkist Vanities’ on 


stage clicked at $5,200, big. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50)—‘Har? Debutante’ 
(M-G) and ‘Phantom Ruiders’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Still good for $4,600. Last 
week, same films, $8,100, big. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-35)— 
*21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Had My Way’ 
(U) (2d run). Paced at 
slow. 
(RKO) and ‘Meet Again’ (WB) (2d 
run) (2d wk), $2,100, big. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800: 
16-32)—‘My Son’ (UA) and ‘Three 
Cheers Irish’ (WB) (2d run). Poor 
$1,600. Last week, ‘Lincoln Ulinois’ 
(RKO) and ‘It’s Date’ (U* (2d run), 
$1,900, fair. 


+ 


| week. 


Getting | 


Drawing | 


Fair $8,500 in view. | 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) | 


$1,800, | 
Last week, ‘Favorite Wite’ | 


Land or Sea, All 
The Same to Curtiz 


Hollywood, July 23. 





Frisco 
Okay $7,000, riSCO Michael Curtiz hops from the 
iwestern prairies to the Atlantic 
ocean as soon as he ag ag = 
TURNABOUT-FICHT [erst Son Fe Ta 
is x ‘e is skipper 
FAIR $9,500, PROV. vs Sones” Sues “Gather 
starrer. 
Providence, July 23. | 


Average b.o. takes this week with 
heat, vacations and rides into the e| 
country cutting into main stem biz. | 
Estimates for This Week | e 9 


Carlton ‘(Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Marvland’ (20th) and ‘Sailor's 
Lady’ (20th) (2d run). Hoping for} 
so-so $2.500. Last week, ‘Heaven | 
Too’ (WB) (3d downtown wk.), good | 
$3,500. | 

Fay's (Indie) (2,000; 15-28)—‘Caro- | 
lina Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Murder Is 
News’ (War). Juve-serial followers | 
helping house to fair $3,000. Last} 
week, ‘Not Tough’ (U) and ‘Yukon | 
Flight’ (Mono), good $3,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50 )— Kansas City, July 23. 
Love Came Back’ (WB) and ‘Ad- Slow is the word for business on 
week, ‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Sailor's | are not especially magnetic. First 
Lady’ (20th), nice $7,000 


‘PAGO’ FAIR 
$7,000 


. session of real summer heat broke 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— | Fai ‘ se 
‘Turnabout’ (UA), ‘Sporting Blood’ last midweek and has been taking 


/its toll since, 

‘Untamed,’ at Newman, is fairly 
strong, but ‘South of Pago Pago,’ at 
Midland, is only fair. ‘Maryland’ is 
a holdover at Fox Midwest Esquire 
and Uptown, but got the best of its 
play last week. It stays for a 15-day 
run until Friday (26). On that day 
town will see midwest premier of 
‘When the Dalitons Rode,’ with the 
stars coming in from Coffeyville, 
Kan., where they appeared in world 
preem day before. Randy Scott, 
Andy Devine, Frank Albertson, Con- 
stance Moore and Peggy Moran to 
be on hand. 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 


(M-G) and Armstrong-Jenkins fight. 
House can usually do much better 
than the fairish $9,500 in store this 
Last week, ‘Hardy Debutante’ | 
(M-G) and ‘Phantom Raiders’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.), good $8,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Untamed’ (Par) and ‘Tomboy’ 
(Mono). Also finding it slow going 
with pace a fairish $5,000. Last week, 
‘21 Days’ (Col) and ‘Gangs Chicago’ 


(Rep), fair $5,500. 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44)— 


HOSSY L'VILLE | 
é 3 
|*‘Maryland’ (20th) (2d wk). 
GIVING MD. 1G for long second week of eight 


Holds 
days. 


Will see $5,500 combo, against 
first week’s $8,000, which was good, 
but not quite as expected. 

Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) 

(Best Exploitation: Loew’s State) |—'Pago Pago’ (UA) and ‘Captain 

Hot weather hitting the town for | Lady’ (M-G). . Pair of fairish films 
the first time this summer, and|8"d returns of same pace, $7,000. 
whether this is the reason, or some- | Last week, ‘Our Town’ (UA) and 
thing else, biz is in the low brackets | Sporting Blood’ (M-G), a little bet- 

















Louisville, July 23. 


currently. Night clubs’ open-air ter at $8,000. 
dancing, summer shows at Iroquois|, Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
Amphitheatre, softball and automo- | 28-44)—‘Untamed’ (Par). Has only 


| the name of Ray Milland and techni- 
| color to work on marquee. Satisfac- 
tory $6,200. Last week, ‘Love Back’ 
(WB), was kicked upstairs into a top 
weep with a one-day stand of Bob 
Hope and company at hypoed prices: 
| $12,000 week was twice what it 
would have been without personal 
appearance. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110: 10-30)— 
‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ (20th) with Isham 
| Jones orch on stage. Latter attrac- 
jtion somewhat better than usual 
vaude acts and take up a little to 


biles are getting a good bulk of the 

{local folks these warm days, but 
| cooled film houses hold some appeal. 
_ ‘Maryland,’ at Rialto, is pacing 
jtown, with h.o. of ‘All This, and 
Heaven Too,’ at Mary Anderson, 
dropping off somewhat, but still okay 
on second stanza. 

Exploitation palm to Loew’s State 
|for preview at nearby horse farm, 
dummy horse mounted on truck 
|paraded through city streets, cash 
|contest with local camera store for 
best horse photos, and various other 





‘contests and store tieups. Both | 96.800. Last week, ‘Grand Oije Opry’ 
Loew's State and Rialto have horse (Rep) with vaude, fair $5,800. 
pics. snvhaensinaegeiidiaanltieine 


Estimates for This Week 





‘MEMPHIS DROWSY: ‘MD. 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 

(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Andy Hardy | 
| Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Captain 1) 
| Lady’ (M-G). Both films did plenty $0-S0 5G REST SLOW | 

okay in two-week run at Loew’s ? 


| State, and indications are that town 
is pretty well milked on the pair. 


Memphis, July 23. 





However, enough life left for fair Faces are long and boxoffice lines | 
$1,700. Last week, ‘New Moon’|short in Memphis this week. The! 
(M-G), medium $1,500. ;}Summer slump has come with a/| 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) |vengeance. Only picture in town| 


|—Star Dust’ (20th) and ‘Johnny | 
| Apollo’ (20th). House is going along 
swell after being closed for remodel- 
ing. Biz shapes up better here in 
summer months than during cold 
weather, and currently is aiming at 


doing any business is ‘Maryland’ at | 
Loew’s State, and even this one is! 
not setting anything afire. 
‘All This and Heaven, Too’ had a} 
great first week at the Warner and} 
is doing all right on its holdover. | 
fine $1,700. Last week, ‘Doctor Wife’ | But the New Malco has hit the dol- | 
| (20th) and ‘Primrose Path’ (Col),!drums with ‘Green Hell’ and the | 
| Split with ‘My Son’ (20th) and ‘On | split week at Loew’s Palace of ‘Tom | 
| Own’ (20th), steady $1,500. |Brown’s School Days’ with ‘Sailor’s | 
Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- | Ladv’ is a loser all the way. 
30-40)—‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G) arid! Interest in politics, continued foul 
‘We Are Young’ (M-G). Horse pic | weather, and the competition of the 
nicely exploited, and is a natural for | Memphis Open Air Theatre are all) 
local patrons, who like the gee-gees, | explanations. | 
either in the flesh or on the screen. | Poti : y 
However, many factors holding gross | a rg ae 10- 


down to light figure, including an- 33-44)—‘Marvland’ (2 . 

es ee thal gp Jb3- — Maryland’ (20th). Against) 
other hoss pie across the street a 'present weak opposition. showing 
Rialto. Heading for medium $6,000. isn’t so hot. Will nab around $5,000 
Last week, ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ |7 4.4 week “Turnanhnat? eee 
(M-G) and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) Last week, ‘Turnabout’ (UA) four | 
MI-G) and “Captain Lady (M-G),\ days and ‘Cross Country’ (RKO) | 
second week, okay $6,000 and move- three days, $2,700, punko. — | 
over. ‘ J, 94, ° yor e | 
Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: | nea (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) | 
15-30-40)—"Heaven_ Too’ (WB) (2d |) Heaven Too! (WB) (2d wk), Okay | 
wk). Dropping off on h.o. stanza, ; . ast week, $7,800, swell. | 


but still good enough at $3,800. First| New Malco (Lightman (2,800; 10- | 


| after great $15,000 for first week. 


Aquatennial, Heat Maul Minneapolis; 
Turnabout-Flesh 126, ‘Hardy’ 106 


| 
’ Minneapolis, July 23 

HOPE BIG 22G, B KLYN | Theatres here this week are bat. 
|tling with a heat wave and a huge 
\civic Aquatennial celebration foy 
| patronage. Celebration’s counter at. 
| tractions include elaborate street pa. 
|rades, a rodeo starring Gene Autry 

a pageant of the lakes with bathing 
| beauties, noted swimmers and diy ing 


i , ‘champions, sporting events, an ej 
soaring to $22,000. Down the street ©#™ Is, an air 
at Fabian-Fox attendance was also —_ and a big stage extravaganza, 

. ob’ and | aay 

eo Westuard: ye ray et | _While the great amount of pub- 
nosedived with ‘Mortal Storm’ and | /icity given to the event not only 
‘One Million B.C.’ second week. lover the whole Northwest, but na- 
Estimates for This Week tionally as well, is bringing in many 
Albee (3.274: 25-35-50)—-'Brown’'s | ‘7ansients, the fact remains that it’s 
School Days’ (RKO) and ‘Private | Still plenty tough opposition and the 
Affairs’ (U) plus Jenkins-Armstrong | OUlK Rh. strangers and home-folks 
fight pix. Okay $15,000. Last week, | 3°™€ Dens drawn away from the 


‘ $46 OP, aaimched ; | theatres. 
Four Sons’ (20th) and ‘Divorcement Two of the showhouse offerings, 


(RKO) good $16,000. however, are calculated to co i 

= = el a | , ~ p their 
owt ag Rae Ltn ieae~ ar = ‘share of attention. The Orpheum’s 
Nifty $17,000 "Vast week ‘Man Who layout with the Lou Breese band 








‘Mob’-‘Wagons’ Slick $17,000—H.o. of 
‘Storm’-‘B.C.’ Weak 


Brooklyn, July 23. 
Heat had no effect on Fabian Para- 
mount’s showing of ‘Ghost Breakers’ 
and ‘Lone Wolf Meets Lady,’ biz 


, ‘ ry,» and Gertrude Niesen heading a stage 
— aie ae Women War | show and ‘Turnabout’ on the screen, 
CBee BOT 25-35-50) — ‘Mortal ama the State’s ‘Andy Hardy Meets 
Storm’ (M-G) and ‘Million B.C.’ % Debutante’ are very much in the 
(UA) (2d wk.). Mild $14,000. Last) limelight. ‘All This, and Heaven, 
week. fine $20 000 | Too,’ has moved over to the Century 

Paramount (4.126: 95-35-50)— after a prosperous first week at the 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) and ‘Lone| ate 


Walt Lady’ (Col), ‘Booming $22,000. |, Several theatres are trying to tie 


Last week, ‘Doctor Wife’ (20th) and | in with the Aquatennial. With Gene 
‘21 Days’ (Col) (2d wk.), uneventful Autry in person at the rodeo. the 
$15,000 Erscigg + has an Autry picture, ‘Caro- 
a ” ‘ lina Moon,’ and is giving patrons 
. -35-40 )— der | 7 a : 

Ais CUA) aad ‘Last Alarm’ (Mono). {ee tickets to the singing cowboy’s 
iet $4,500. Last week, ‘Lost Hori-|72di0 broadcast. “Flight Angels, 
Quie (Cc 1) an 7 ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) | Gopher’s flying drama, is horning in 
pp te cicd od $3 000 on the Aquatennial air show with 
(re-issues), GOOG guy. ‘such exploitation stunts as passes 
|dropped from the sky. After one 

'of the big loop parades today (23) 

ithe Century will have a_ special 


CINCYNG.; MD? Scenes 
POOR $9,000 


Estimates for This Week 





Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28) 
‘Queen Mob’ (Par) and ‘Stagecoach 
War’ (Par). In for six days and 
set for pretty good $1,800. Last 
week, ‘40 Mothers’ (M-G) and ‘Mur- 


ele : _* ‘der Air’ (WB), split with ‘Black 
Cincinnati, July 23. 'Diamonds’ (U) and ‘Pop Pays’ 
Temperature bobbed around the (RKO). $1.400, mild. 
i00 mark over the weekend for) “ Gentury  (Par-Singer) (1.600: 28- 
burg’s first heat wave of the season. | 39.44 )—'Heaven, Too’ (WB) "(9d 
and natives passed up_ chilled) yy) Here for extension of its loop 
cinemas for swimming holes and 


first-run which started prosperously 
at State last week. Holding satis- 
factory pace. Will get fair $2,500 on 


rural retreats. Reds’ twin bill with 
the Giants at Crosley Field was an 
added Sunday (21) detour from pic 


pariot | five days. Last week, ‘New Moon’ 
Se . | (M-G) (2d wk), $3,700, fair 
Fetching front money currently is | Esquire rt Maa Cane: 28) — 


‘Maryland,’ at Palace, yet figure is 
n.s.h. Next best is ‘Untamed,’ but 
for a sorry Albee take. ‘Man Talked 
Too Much,’ only other fresh release 


‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep). Spotted in to 
take advantage of publicity accru- 
ing to Gene Autry because of his 


‘ ; ¥ ae Gee presence in city as rodeo star. 
this week, is a poor tugger f0r| Heading for satisfactory $800. Last 
Keith's. | : week, ‘Human Monster’ (Mono), 

Estimates for This Week $1,100, good. 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 39-47 ) —Un- |} Gopher (Par-Singer) (998: 28 )—~ 
tamed’ (Par). Terrible $7000. Last | Flight Angel’ (WB). Aquatennial 
Jona big $16,000 Too’ (WB), eight sir show inspiration for some effec- 

a 9 , . it , . . a s. aX 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 39-47)—| lve exploitation and tie-ups. Pic 


ture, however, roughly handled by 


‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Moveover from | 


: ritics. i rospect. 
Albee for second week. Nice $5,000. Last “wae FF al Ie ay doth) 
ee ‘Sporting Blood’ (M-G), |jasted only four days and ‘Not So 
Family (RKO) (1.000: 15-28)- | <r one in balance of poor 
‘Prairie Law’ (RKO) and ‘Chan's | Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 39- 
Murder Cruise (20th), split with | 44.55 )—"furnabout’ (UA) and stage 
Fugitive From Justice (WB) and | chow with Lou Breese band. Ger- 
oe Sa Kid (Rep). Normal | trude Niesen, etc. First stage show 
$2,000. _ Same last week on ‘Lone|iq several months and public is 
Wolf Lady’ (Col) and _,omboy’| hungry for flesh-and-blood. Picture 
(Mono), divided with ‘Gambling| no handicap either. May hit good 
Seas’ (WB) and ‘Scatterbrain’ (Rep).| $19 900, Last week ‘Four Sons’ 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 39-47)—| (20th), $3.500, poor 
‘Man Talked Much’ (WB). Poor} state (Par-Singer) 2,300: 28-39- 
$3.500. , vast’ week, ‘Four Sons'| 44) — ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G). 
— 2 (1.400: 39-47) _| Cashing in on critics’ praises and 
‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G). Trane-| sae word-of-mouth boosting. 


Climbing to good $10,000. Last week, 


ferred from Palace for second week. ‘Heaven Too’ (WB), $8.000, good. 


Fair $3.800. Last week, ‘Private Af- 


ur | Uptown (Par) (1.100; 28-39)— 
fairs’ (U), sad $2,800. -\ | ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) ‘split with 
npalace (RKO) (2,600; 39-47)— | ‘Noctor Wife’ (Col). First neighbor- 
Maryland’ (20th). N_s.h, $9,000. Last | poo showings. Satisfactory $3.600 
week, ‘Andy Hardy Debutante’ | indicated Last week. ‘My Son’ 
(M-G) (2d wk.), all right $9,000 | (ya) split with ‘Lillian Russell’ 


| (20th), first neighborhood showings, 
$3.200, okay 


HEAVEN’ $6,500, PORT, | ,.%ort a ParsSinger-Syores.. 3 
‘B.C2-"ANGELS’ OK 5G ‘Bit Divorcement’ iRko). “S900 


light. 


Portland, Ore., July 23. 
After strong advance bally, ‘All 


; 1 at average $2,300. Last week, ‘Mor- 
his and Heaven Too’ is shooting the 


tal Storm (M-G) unexpectedly held 


rapids in fine style at the U.A., top- | a third week teamed with the Baer- 
ping the list of newcomers. As a | Gallento fight and took an okay 
h.o. “New Moon moved to the May- | $1,500. 

fair and is holding its own. | Orpheum (Orpheum Co.) (1.800: 


The Liberty dualed two re-issues | 20-30-40)—‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep) 


| week, enormous $6,500. | 33-44)—‘Green Hell’ (U). Pulling to! “Lost Horizon’ and ‘Awful Truth,’ | and ‘Black Diamonds’ (U) with 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- | about average $4.000, Last week,| 2nd found it a good investment. | vaude. Average $4,000. Last week, 
| 30-40)—‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Man- | ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), $5,300, very Estimates for This Week \‘Grand Ole Opry’ (Rep) and ‘On 
|hattan Heartbeat’ (20th). Techni- | good. Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- | Spot’ (Mono) top-billed by vaude 
|eolor horse pic being compared | 


|hereabouts to ‘Kentucky,’ and as | 33-44 ) 

| such getting nice play. Should lead | (RKO), 
;town by nice margin, probably | Lady’ (20th), three days. The bot- 
$7,000, pretty good. Last week, ‘Un-|tom fell out, frightful $2,500. Last 
|tamed’ (Par) and ‘Golden Gloves’ | week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G), $4,300, 
| (Par), fairish $5,500. | fairish. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 15- Strand (Lightman) (1.000; 10-22- 
| 30-40)—‘Snow White’ (RKO) and /|33)—‘Had My Way’ (U) (2d run) 
| Walt Disney short revivals. Sur-|three days; ‘Girls Road’ (Col) two 
| prising how these Disney cartoons |days; and ‘Black Diamonds’ (U), 
| are pulling the matinee biz. Nights |two days. So-so $1,500. Last week, 
}Tather light. If pace holds through- |‘Typhoon.’? (Par) (2d run), three 
‘out the week, should easily mark up | days; ‘Gangs Chicago’ (Rep), two 
fine $3,800. Last week, ‘Not Tough’ | days; and ‘Private Affairs’ (U) two 
‘«U) and ‘Hot Steel’ (U), oke $3,000. i days; $1,500, not bad. 


‘Brown's’ School Days’ | 


four days, and ‘Sailor’s 





Loew's Palace (Loew) (2.200; 10-|50)—‘Million B.C.’ (UA) and ‘Flight | unit ‘Midnite in Paris,’ $3,800. 


‘Hopped from the UA to keep going fair. 


Angels’ (WB). Good for nice $5,000. | Paramount 
Last week, “Hardy. Debutante’ (M-G) (3,000; 
and ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G), closed a| Days’ (RKO) and ‘Sailor’s Lady’ 
second week for good $4,700. (20th). Fair $4,200. Last week. 
Liberty § (Hamrick - Evergreen) | ‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Can’t Fool 
(2,000; 35-40-50) — ‘Lost Horizon’ | Wife’ (RKO) scored about a par 
(Col) and ‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (re- | $4,000. 
issues). Swell $3,800. Last week, United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
‘Windy Poplars’ (RKO) and ‘Earth- | 40-50)—‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Single 
bound’ (20th) failed to click and | billed and getting a sturdy response 
pulled after four days’ poor $1,200. for mighty $6,500. Last week, “New 


(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
35-40-56)—Brown’s School 





Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- | Moon’ (M-G) and ‘Love, Honor’ ‘(U) 
500; 35-40-50)—‘New Moon’ (M-G) | closed a healthy second week for 
and ‘Love, Honor’ (U) (3d wk). | strong $4,600, 


and moved to the Msy- 
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‘Heaven, at Pop Scale, Good $18,000 


In Philly Heat: 


Philadelphia, July 23. 
Heat wave hasn’t hurt biz too 
much, as patrons are finding the 


deluxers the only cool spots in town 
as mercury zooms toward the high | 


90's 
This week sees the debut of ‘All 


This, and Heaven Too’ at pop prices | 


and the resultant take is satisfac- 
tory considering all fectors. New- 
eomers are ‘South of Pago Pago’ and 
‘My Love Came Back’—both faring 
as well as can be expected. 
Estimates for This Week 


Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 32-42-57) 
—Our Town’ (UA) (d run), Okay 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Mortal Storm’ 
(M-G), good $3,400 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB). Netting about 
$18.000 at popular prices, comparing 
favorably with r-ceipts at $1.14 top 
during roadshy at Earle. Last 
week, "New Mo: 
go) for second week. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57-68)— 
‘Pago Pago’ (UA). Island meller 
getting fair $12,000, despite lack of 
names. Last week, ‘Sporting Blood 
(M-G), poor $8,000. 

Fox (WB) (2.423; 32-42-57-63) 
‘Love Back’ (WB). Fairish $12,500 
Last week, ‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par), 
mediocre $10,300 for second turn 

Kariteon (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57-63) 
— ‘New Moon’ (M-G). Doing fair 
biz after moveover with $4,200. Split 
week last sesh, with ‘Four 
(20th) (3 days) and ‘My Way’ (U) 
(4 days), poor $3,500. 

Keith’s (WB) (1.970; 32-42-57-63 )— 
‘Ghost Breakers’ (Par) (2d run). Not 
measuring up to advance expecta- 
tions with $4,000. Better, however, 


than $3,400 gate for ‘Our Town’ 
(UA) last stanza. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57-63) 


—'Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) (2d wk). | 


Still holding its own with even $11,- 
000 for dual sesh. Opener netted 
nice $17,500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 32-42-57)— 
‘Way of Flesh’ (Par) with Jenkins- 
Armstrong fight pic. Hitting par 
$4400. Last week, revival of ‘Nazi 
Spy’ (WB), fair $4,100 


‘Md’. $10,500, Moon’ 
$10,000 Beat Omaha 


Heat; Reissues Big 


; Omaha, July 23. 

Despite hottest weather of year 
coupled with hot winds, ‘Maryland’ 
and ‘I Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love, Baby’ had long lines waiting 
for box office to open, making $10,- 
500 seem probable figure. Other 
Tristate house. the Omaha, clicked 
heavily with ‘New Moon’ plus ‘Queen 
of the Mob.” going close to $10,000. 
Brandeis did surprise opening with 
‘Lost Horizon.’ back for third time, 
plus ‘The Awful Truth.’ back on sec- 
ond visit. House will do a good 
$5,000. 

Estimates for This Week 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-25- | 


40)—Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Any- 
thing But Love’ (U). Around $10,- 
300. Tast week. ‘House Bay’ (UA) 
and ‘Earthbound’ (20th) plus Bob 


Hope stage show for one day at 55- 


75c, wound up a fine week just a 
trifle short of $15,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500; 10- 
25-35-40 )\—‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) and 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (re-issues). Will 
do a nifty $5.000. Last week, ‘Brown’s 
School Days’ (RKO) and ‘Country 
Romance’ (RKO), $5,800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,600; 10-25-40) 


—New Moon’ (M-G) ‘Queen Mob’ 
(Par). Set for close to $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Mortal Storm’ (M-G) and 


‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) dipped 
under $7,500, mild. 

State (Goldberz) (900; 10-20-25) 
‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and ‘Shooting 


High’ (20th), split with ‘Viva Cisco 
Kid’ (20th). ‘Sans Sea’ (UA) and 
‘Love, Honor’ (U). Looks for a neat 
$1,800 Last week, ‘My Way’ (U). 
and ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). split with 
‘Isle Destiny’ (RKO), ‘Gangs Chi- 


cago” (Rep) and ‘Conga Nights’ (U), 
300d $1,800. 

Avenue - Military -Dundee (Gold- 
(950-600-800; 25) — ‘Slightly 
Honorable’ (UA), ‘Conga Nights’ 
(U), and ‘Bill Divorcement’ (RKO). 
split with ‘Lillian Russell’ (20th) and 
‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). About $1.000. 
Last week. ‘Johnny Apollo’ (20th) 
and ‘My Way’ (U), split with ‘Congo 
Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Man Dakota’ 
(M-G), okay $1,100. 


berg) 


(2.560; 32-42-57-68) — | 


(M-G), so-so $10,-— 


Sons’ | 


‘Pago’ Fair $12,000 


~ Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ..........$1,327,960 
(Based on 26 cities, 163 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year . $1,136,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 168 theatres) 








‘AFFAIRS’ -FUNZ 
FINE $25,00 
IN DET. 


Detroit, July 23. 

Lack of good product has hurt 
Fox and Adams lately, although Fox 
has been holding up well with stage 
| shows. Its ‘Funzafire’ unit with 
|*Private Affairs’ on the screen this 
week, and looks like top grosser; fine 
| $25,009. 
Ninety-three degree temperature 
| Friday didn’t help any, but on the 
|whole biz has been quite satisfac- 
tory. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 30-40)— 
|‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ (20th) and 
|*‘Leopard Men’ (Ind). Weak $4,500. 
| Last week, ‘Sailor's Lady’ (20th) and 
‘Girl 313’ (20th), poor $4,000. 
| Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
|55»—‘Private Affairs’ (U) with ‘Fun- 

zafire’ on stage. Headed for fine $25,- 
|000. Last week, ‘Scandals’ on stage 
land ‘Outsider’ (Alliance), nifty $29,- 
| 000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
30-40-55)—Love Back’ (WB) and 
‘Man Talked Much’ (WB), plus 
'‘Academy Award Winners’ (WB). 
‘Award’ should help boost to nice 
$14.500. Last week, ‘Heaven Too’ 
(WB) and ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO) $15,500, 
vkay but below expectations. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 

(3,000: 30-40-55 )—‘Heaven Too’ (WB) 
ind ‘Pop Pays’ (RKO). Both moved 
over after week at Michigan. Good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Hardy Debu- 
| tante’ (M-G) and ‘Over Moon’ (UA), 
fair $7,000 

United Artists 
(2,000: 30-40-45 )- 

and “Turnabout’ 


(4,000; 


(United Detroit) 
‘Our Town’ (UA) 
(UA). Looks okay 
for $9,000. Last week, ‘New Moon’ 
(M-G) “Divorcement’ (RKO), satis- 
factory $8,000 on second-week run. 


‘Md.’ Dual Big $10,000, 
‘Hardy’ 2d 9G, Denver 


Denver, July 23. 

Business was good over the week- 
and with ‘Maryland’ and ‘Man Who 
Talked Too Much’ at Denver doing 
top money, followed closely by 
Andy Hardy Meets Debutante’ 
‘Cross Country Romance’ 
the Orpheum 

‘All This and Heaven Too’ snapped 
the Aladdin to the biggest money 
that house has had in a long time. 
Untamed’ ai the Denham was good 
enough to be held three extra days. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40) 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) After a week 
at the Denver, still very 
Last ‘Brother Orchid’ 
and Eater’ (Par), after 


(WB) 
a 


week, 


‘Biscuit 


and | 
holdover at 


nice $6,000. | 


‘Moon’ Bright 539,000 
In Dull Montreal 


Montreal, July 23. 
‘New Moon’ will easily top the 
town currently since ‘Beau Geste’ 
repeats at Palace. Former should 
gross handsome $9,000 
mediocre. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2.700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Beau Geste’ (Par) (2d wk.). 
ing for good enough 
very nice $8.000 last week. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)-— 


Angels’ (WB). 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 
‘New Moon’ (M-G). Best in town at 
likely $9,000. Last week, repeat of | 
‘Mortal Storm’ (M-CG) satisfactory at 
$4,000. | 

Princess (CT) (2.300; 25-34-50)— | 
‘Man Who Talked’ (WB) and ‘Conga! 


Nights’ (WB). Fair $2.200. Last | 
week, ‘Captain Lady’ (M-G) and| 
‘Gambling High Seas.” $2.500. 


Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Hitler’ (GN). Looks like above | 
average $3.500 Last week, ‘Family | 
Nations’ (UA) and ‘City Chance’ | 
(Par) yanked after five days for} 
poor $700. 

Cinema 


de Paris (France-Film) | 


(600; 25-30)—‘Paradis Perdu’ (4th! 
wk.). Just a filler with bad $500! 
best possible, after poor $700 last 
week. 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300: 25- 
34)—‘Grisou’ and ‘Ballets Loie Fuller.’ 
Meagre $2,500 in sight. Last week, 
‘Chemineau’ and ‘Foch,’ poor $2,400. | 


Bestor Ork-Fetchit 
Aid ‘Gangs to 116, 








Balance 


Point- { 
$4,000 after | 


‘Love Came Back’ (WB»> and ‘Flight | 
Okay 34,000 in sight. | 
Last week, ‘Private Affairs’ (U) and)! 
‘Love, Honor’ (U) n.s.h. $3.200 | 
30-40-60 )— | 





| 


Buff; Pago $7,000 


Buffalo, July 23. 

Heavily loaded double-trucks and | 
one stage show are cornering most | 
of the wicket activity for the current | 
session in the face of aweittering | 
weather and the usual seasenal fan | 
snubbing 

Don Bestor’s neatly tailored sum- 
mer revue is drawing well at the 
20th Century. ‘Hardy Meets Debu- 
tante’ and ‘Love Came Back’ bang- 
ing out swell marker for the Hipp 
second run, while ‘Pago Pago’ dualed 





‘Maryland’ at the Buffalo is droop- 
ing 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-40-60)— 
| ‘Maryland’ (20th). Not too forte, 
probably $11,000, mild. Last week, 
| ‘New Moon’ (M-G), picked up for 
nearly $13,000, okay. 

Great Lakes (Shea? (3,000; 35-55) 
| —Pago’ (UA) and ‘Half Sinner’ (U). 
| Around nice $7,000. Last week, ‘Un- 
itamed’ (Par) and ‘Captain Lady’ 
i(M-G), developed power and 
‘trapped very good $6,300 
| Hipp (Shea) (2,10% 30-45)—‘Hardy 
| Debutante’ (M-G) and “Love Back’ 
| (WB) (2d run). Twinner hitting fast 
iclip and should punch in swell $8,- 
1500. Last week, ‘Leopard Men’ (Se- 
lect) and ‘Manhattan Heartbeat’ 
(20th), dismal $3,400 


Lafayette (Hayman) 








(3,300; 30-40) 


| and ‘Awful Truth’ at Alvin is pretty 


|} anniversary, 


Condensed Reissue, Andrews Sis Hit 


By L. A. Exodus, 14146; ‘Pago’ Sultry 
$19,500, ‘Storm’ $6,800, ‘Gone’ 8G 





Los Angeles, July 23 
(Best Exploitation—State) 
Weekend biz took a bad slump 
with the beaches drawing thousands 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


but the b.o. drawing very little 

This Week..... 230,400 Among those hit heaviest is the 
(Based on 11 theatres) Paramount which has booked in 
Total Gross Same Week ‘Those Were the Days’ plus a con- 


densed version of the revival ‘Love 
|Me Tonight’ plus a_ stage show 


Last Year ‘ 
(Based on 11 theatres) 








headed by the Andrews Sisters 
, Originally headed for an excellen| 
| SrOss, this bill took a nosedive to 
E P K ,a weak $14,500. Others suffering 
eVUelJe *imilarly. 
‘Mortal Storm’ started excellently 
}at the Four Star and Hawaii has 
brought back Columbia’s ‘Awful 
| Truth,’ following very profitable run 
3 of that studio’s ‘Lost Horizon.’ 
| South Seas cruise to Cataliria Is- 
3 + land, promoted through the Exam- 
i |iner, and tiein with various steam- 
| |ship companies helping the down- 
town acer, State, to pile up very 
comfortable take. Various windows 
oe — used, and Examiner, Times and 
re eee 9: erald also ran full-column ads with 
Pittsburgh, July 23. | out of Olympe Bradna in a fur coat 
(Best Exploitation: Penn) with full credit given. Other tieups 
They don’t have to look far for, included music stores, shops, etc 
an — this week. Heat's — Estimates for This Week 
terrific, with mercury 1overing ‘ re , : 
around the 100 mark and keeping | 6, 50:1 es . a t (1,518; 83. 
the highways packed but the movie | ten ~ — agg B ie (WB) 
houses lonely. Only thing that’s | (pn. rle . bide aa _ Devia- 
even a fair match for the thermom- | - 1° - oyes ete 34) a 
eter is Penn’s ‘Andy Hardy Meets | 65 800 for last 10 0 A Bye ms weak 
Debutante,’ which is doing the busi- |?" ae Oe — Ssadigaggs Flag ag 
ness of the town, and will hold over, | MG which A Peon gaa 
a" j - ’ cS ¢ 
probably at Warner. ; house to big biz. Fifth week of 
Elsewhere. however, all's far from | -feaven’ wound up with fair $3,600 
well. “All This, And Heaven Too,’| Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.024: 
in second week at Stanley, is falling | 30-40-55-75 )—‘Pago’ (UA) and ‘Saps 
off to half getaway stanza’s figure. | gaq’ (UA) Will finish with fair 
Twin bill reissue of ‘Lost Horizon’ | $9590. Last week ‘Maryland’ (20th) 
ie ‘ jand ‘Chan’s Cruise’ (20th), only 
much of a disappointment, too. | $7,900. 
_ For ‘Andy Hardy.’ Penn got lot of Downtown (WB) (1,809: 30-49-55} 
institutional advertising tie-ups with |—Faces West’ (Rep) and ‘Gambling 
department stores on Hardys’ third | Seas’ (WB). House goes outside for 
mail-contacted Hardy top picture currently, with Repub- 


| Family fan club and made much of | lic’s dust-bowl opus the lure. For- 
Hollywood quotes hailing film as one merly titled ‘The Refugee,’ film is 
of best in series. | expected to grab a so-so $6,500. Last 

Estimates for This Week week, ‘Love Came Back’ (WB) and 





‘Murder Air’ (WB), held eight days 


Alvin (Harris) (1,850: 25-35-50)— 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘L at HH yri- | for total $7,500, better than expected 
zon’ (Col). With new pix dying, __ Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-40.- 
management took a chance with|2°)—Mortal Storm’ (M-G).  Anti- 


at the Lakes is running close behind. | 
| these 


reissues, figuring ‘Truth’ a 


Nazi pic away to excellent start and 


| natural on strength of big biz here |should reach $6,800 on initial week 
| recently for ‘Favorite Wife.” They’re | Without much trouble. Last week 
not buying the dual. however, and} Our Town’ (UA) (4th, final), very 


| her 


‘Blondie Budget’ (Col) and ‘9 
Lives’ (Col). Slight improvement 
but still dull Around $5,000. Last, 


| week, ‘Zanzibar’ (U) and ‘Alias Dea- 
icon’ (U), over $4,500, tame 

20th Century (Dipson-Basil? (3,000: 
30-35-50) ‘Gangs Chicago’ 


Armstrong-Jenkins fight, and Don 


~|Bestor orchestra plus Stepin Fetchit 


}on stage. Exceptionally strong show 


will tug over $11,000. Last week, 
i‘Saturday’s Children” (WB) = and 
‘Murder Air’ (WB), lagged for just 


' 
| 
}over $5,000, offish 


week at the Denver, fair $3,500. 
Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) | 
—Great Waltz’ (M-G) and ‘Wizard | 

Oz’ (M-G) With the Broadway’s 


source of supply, the Orpheum, hold- 
weeks 
Grabbing a 


ing current films two 


e-issues were put in 
Last week, 
‘Windy Poplars’ (RKO), 
at the Orpheum, good 


fair $2,500 
(M-G) and 
after a week 
$3,000 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 25-35- 
40;—'Untamed’ (Par) Nice $8,000 
Last week, ‘All Flesh’ (Par) did only 
$3500 in five days, and was pulled. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40) 
‘Maryland’ (20th) and ‘Man Who 
(WB) Fine Last 


$10,000. 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB), strong 


c 


$10,500 
Orpheum 


(2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) and 
\‘Cross Country’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
| Very strong second round at $9,000 


(RKO) 


Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) after equally strong first frame to 


—Carson City Kid’ (Rep), ‘My Way 
‘U) and ‘Crooked Road’ (Rep), split 
three ways with 


(20th) and ‘Torrid Zone’ (WB). Fair 


$1,300. 


, 


‘Old Missouri’ 
(Rep), ‘Frontiers 49’ (Col) and ‘Pals 
Silver Sage’ (Mono), ‘Johnny Apollo’ 


Last week, ‘Hi Silver’ (Rep), | 


$12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Seatterbrain’ (Rep) and ‘Faces West’ 
(Rep). Set for $4,000. Last week, 
‘Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘Not So 
Tough’ (U), good $4,000 
| Rialto (Fox) (378; 25-40)—Brother 


‘Special Inspector’ (Mono) and ‘Babes | Orchid’ (WB), after a week at each 


Sale’ (Col) with 


2a three-split 
Thundering 


(Col), 


in 
West’ 


Underworld’ (RKO), and ‘Rebecca’ 


‘UA’ ‘Gentleman California’ (Cap), 
$1.500 g00d considering weather. 


‘Law of Steel’ (U). 


ithe Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Hot 
Okay $2,000. Last week, 
\‘Awful Truth’ (Col) and ‘Lost Hori- 
zon (Col), after a week at the Alad- 
idia, goad $2,000. 


,t hese } 


‘Mule Team’ | 


| ‘Saturday’s Children’ OK 


° , oO ° 

$3,200 in N.S.G. Lincoln 

Linceln, Neb... July 23 

Summe! heat, belatedly has 
bowled the town over, and exodus 
to beaches is telling on mats, al- 
though evening pace remains much 
the same ‘Mortal Storm ; yreak 
ling the Lincolun’s g00d average for 
the summer, and the neighbors re- 
fuse the anti-Nazi pill, just as the 
have the others 

‘Saturday’s Children’ had 2 sur- 
| prising opening, and shows signs of 
| hitting the Stuart’s par, which is 
| much better than pre-booking ex- 
pectancy. Nebraska has gone to 


dual splits, forsaking the full weeks, 
and the increase in biz is about equal 
|to the bunched film rental. Varsity 
jis taking on the fight picts fast as 
|} they come, just having finished Baer- 
|Galento, and with Jenkins-Arm- 
strong dated (25). 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Wagon Trails’ (Mono) 
|and ‘Man 9 Lives’ (Col) split with 
‘My Son Guilty’ (Col) and ‘Rocky 
Mountain Rangers’ (Rep) Around 
fair $800, mostly first half strength. 
Last week, ‘High Walls’ (Col) and 
l*Haunted Gold’ (WBS) split 





( Rep m4 


with | 


it'll come out in six days to indiffer- 


weak $1,900. 
Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-40-55-75) 


ent $3,200. Last week, ‘Maryland’ ul. Truth’ ’ ~—* 

(20th), disappointing $5,600 and H ioe ee (Col) (Proa’”’ = 
jidn’t rate more than single week. . —y hoe ‘Toa, Ke 
a ado a nh a ing 9¢.o¢ | 5econd Columbia Pictures reissue 
50)— Hi Te Det ; te” (MG timely booking and initial week 
wi ssardy §€=§=6§ Debutante MI-G). heading for substantial $4,000. Last 
a ~ _ gg in the bank week. ‘Lost Horizon’ (Col) (reissue) 
vast one fell off a bit but current ane fi lg Pe dlc ile fae «= 
release is pulling series right back (Sth wk) and ‘Take Romance (RKO) 


in groove again, and should wind up 
okay close to $16,000. That means 
another week, at either Ritz or War- 
Last week, ‘Untamed’ (Par) 


(reissue) (2d wk), ended with satis- 
factory $1,700. 
Holiywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55) 
‘Faces West’ (Rep) and ‘Cambling 


Seas’ cs like $3,500. L 
never had a chance, around $9,000. esin. & fate a ae ~¥ 9 
Ritz (WB) (800; 25-40)—‘Captain’s |‘Murder Air’ (WB), better than ex- 
Lady’ (M-G) and ‘Cross-Country | pected, $8,300 on eight days. 
Romance’ (RKO). I[f pair brings in 


and ‘Knights Range’ (Par), split with 


Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 30-40-55) 


even $1.400, it'll be remarkable. Last : . , : 

See Tl. . , , y I 7 f (Par > . c ( 
week, ‘Saint Takes Over’ (RKO) and *B tb om ; ge Fe, Col) io 
‘Those ays’ (Par er Tate? ‘ es wadic . . 3t | 
Rips Days’ (Par), very good at downtown, with Major Bowes unit 
bah th ; eee lai on stage. Latter gets credit for bulk 

Stanley (WB) (3,600: 23-35-90) of $8,500 draw as nictures mean little. 
‘Heaven Too’ (WB) Second week! Last week. s2cond runs 
getting punched by the heat and sere ; 
> ag 9 812- 30-40-55) — 
| will be lucky to knock down $9.000. act nage: wot ee se mle 
May possibly spend a third-week at Ponlat ° (RKO) After th intaae: y 
h.o. site, but that’s doubtful Last =! alee ~~ ‘Pavortte Wife” h Ban.. 
veo} ‘er big z 7 OO /CCKS f ‘ > > ( 32 
’ x, ee 1g at $17,000. will have to go some to keep up 
Warner (WB) (2,000: 25-40)—'Man | pace. Initial stanza, however, looks 
Who Talked’ (WB) and ‘Windy Pop- | like poor $5,500. Last week. ‘Wife’ 
lars’ (RKO). Another dual bill that’s (RKO) (3d wk) and ‘West With Pep- 
merely passing the week here. Maybe | pors’ (RKO), very satisfactory $6.100 
$2,400, but not much more. Last, paramount (Par) (3 595; 30-40-55-. 
week, ‘New Moon (M-G) ur MOVE- | 75)—Those Days’ (Par) and ‘Love 
over from Penn, excellent $5,700 Me Tonight’ (Par) reissue, with 
stage show. Revival of Par musical 
was condensed to 50 minutes. and 
Carson City Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Hide-| Andrews Sisters are heading stage 
iway’ (RKO), $800 how But the results are a weak 
Lincoln (Paramount-Cooper) (1,- si4 JU Last week, ‘Queen Mob 
503: 10-25-35-40 )—‘ Mortal Storm (F ~ ; and holdover for third week 
(M-G). Started Sunday (21) and| 2. Ghost Breakers’ (Par), excellent 
aimed for short week to light $2,300 514,000 : - P = 
Last week, ‘Hardy Debutante’ (M-G) RKO (RKO) (2.872; 30-40-55) 
$4.400, one of the best weeks this/ Private Affairs’ (U) and ‘Windy 
veal Poplars’ (RKO) Weak $5,600 Last 
VeCK, ‘F ( ite e’ 4 (3d 
Nebraska (Paramount-Cooper (1,- 7 le , a West Babes ;° (REO? it- 
236; 10-20-25)—'One Beautiful’ (M-G) “. PI nee fe Powe 


isfactory $6,000. 


| +e st D . 9 - 20.40. 
‘Light Failed’ (Par) and ‘Mexican 8-75). ane ‘GAD seat’ enna Siow? 
c anand a ¢ aah | Own ve ag i ¢ . 5 OL 

Spitfire’ (RKO). So-so $1,800. Last (UA). Combination heading for 


week, ‘Ghost Home’ (M-G) and ‘Call- 
ing Vance’ (WB) split with ‘City 
Chance’ (20th) and ‘King Lumber 
jacks’ (WB), fairly good $1,900. 

Stuart (Paramount-Cooper) (1,834: 
10-25-40) ‘Saturday’s Children’ 
(WB). Okay $3.200. La st week, 
‘Brother Orchid’ (WB). did a wilt in 
five days to poor $1,700. 

Varsity (Federer-Noble) (1,017; 10- 


Last week, ‘Maryland’ 
(20th), very 


okay $11,000. 
(20th) and ‘Chan Cruise’ 
poor $8,000. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
83-$1.10-$1.65)—‘Gone’” (4th, final wk 
on repeat). Big $8,000 in the till 
after third week finished to $7,500, 
excellent. House probably resumes 
regular moveover policy next week 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55) 


20-25)—*Married Love’ (RKO) and'—‘Maryland’ (20th) on moveover 
‘Man Who Talked’ (WB). Good from State-Chinese, and ‘Our Town” 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Tropic Fury’ (U)!|‘UA), moveover from Four Star 
and Baer-Galento fight, split with,This pair showing fair strength 
‘Law Tombstone’ (RKO) and ‘Fugi-!toward $5,200 Last week, ‘Hardy 
tive Justice’ (WB), $1,800, mostly | Debutante’ (M-G) and ‘Cisco Kid’ 


due to fight film, in eight days 


(20th), very good $5,900. 
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VARTETY 


‘VARIETY’ 
St. 


Martin's Place, 


LONDON OFFICE 
Trafalgar Square 





U's Distribution of 


May C Cue US. Production i in Aussie 


Sydney, July 23. 

Universal studios in Hollywood is | 
taking Charles Chauvel’s production, 
‘Forty Thousand Horsemen,’ for | 
vecording and editing, and the com- | 
pany will distribute the picture in 
UY. S. next fall. It’s the first time an | 
Australian-made feature has been | 
handled in this manner. And as far 
as known it is the initial Anzac fea- 
jure to be taken by an American | 
major company for such extensive 
distribution in U. S. 

Australian government has $50,000 | 
invested in the picture and Hoyts 
circuit also is financially interested. | 
Universal's move may be followed | 
Jater by other distributors employ- | 
ing similar production here as a 
means of getting frozen coin out of 
this country. 





‘Unfreeze’ Move? 

Home office representatives ad- 
mitted that American film company | 
production in Australia might con- | 
ceivably be done in an effort to un- | 
freeze some of 50% net rental profits | 
collected by U. S. distributors there. 
Majority of officials envisioned such | 
Aussie production only if features | 
could be produced there strong | 


enough to make a profit in this coun- 


try. 

Most of them admitted that Ameri- 
can stars would be necessary, and 
technical experts from Hollywood 
essential. Unless the present Brit- 
ish quota law is changed next Oct. 


31 to definitely include British do- | 


minion films, such Australian pro- 


duction could count on Great Brit- | 


ain’s quota credit setup only until | 
the October date, and then only if 
the British government deemed 
them sufficiently suitable as propa- 
ganda films. ‘Forty Thousand Horse- 
men’ likely would be included in’ 
such category, 

Charles Chauvel’s picture depicts | 
operations of the Australia cavalary 
(ight horse) against the Turks in 
ihe first World War. 
father was Sir Charles Chauvel, 
of the light horse commanders. 

Chauvel made the original 
“Captain Bligh,’ which was 
quently bought up by Metro when it 
was ready to release ‘Mutiny On the 
Bounty’ because of similarity in the 
two stories. Universal brought him 


one 


yarn, 


to Hollywood to learn American pro- | 


duting mechanics when it appeared 
that the New South Wales (Aus- 
tralia) producing quota might be en- 
forced on American companies. After 
this training, he returned to Aus- 
tralia and started ‘Forty Thousand 
Horsemen’ with full cooperation of 
the Anzac government, 


cial backing, subsequently called off 
because of the war. 

If American screen players could 
be persuaded to go to Sydney to ap- 
pear in these films, 


N. Y., they probably would be paid 


their salaries in the U. S., with only | 


expense money suppiied for their 
stay in Australia. This would be 
necessary in most cases because 
players otherwise would be unable 
to take their salaries out of Aus- 
tralia because of wartime monetary 
restrictions. 


LAWRENCE, M-G EXEC, 
LONG DELAYED, IN U. S. 


Ludwig ‘Laudy’ Lawrence, Metro's 
manager in Europe, climaxed a 
month of haphazard travel in getting 
from Paris to N. Y. by finally reach- 
ing Manhattan Saturday (20) on a 
Clipper plane. He was two weeks 
overdue. 

Lawrence delayed his 
fiom Paris so long, 
neared, 
of transportation. Rather 
eaught in the line of fire, 
chief started hiking. Lawrence 
walked for seven days, covering 
close to 150 miles before he got a| 
bike as a better means of transporta- | 
tion. From Bordeaux he went to 
Lisbon, finally getting passage after 
many delays. — 

In the mearitime, Arthur Field, 
Metro’s No. 2 man in Europe, beat 

Lawrence into N. Y.. Field quit Eu- 
rope because there was no further 
work jin sales and synchronization 
which he handled. 
by ship last Wednesday (17). 

Elias Lapiniere, publicity-exploita- 
tion chief in Europe, is due in U. S. 








departure 
as the Nazis 
than be 
the Metro | 


' air-raids 


| Frazer. 
' 


HOYTS - GUT ON 


Chauvel’s 


subse- | 


It was one} 
of the several features put into pro- | 
duction with the aid of Aussie finan- | 


it was stated in} 


that he could find no means | 


Reached U. S. | 


Chauvel's Film 





“Margin’s English Tour 
Depends on Air Raids 


| 
London, July 9 | 
Clare Boothe’s ‘Margin For Error’ 
opened here yesterday (8). Pre- 
sented by J. L. Sachs, play is booked 
into Brighton and tours for eight 
weeks, but in the event the enemy 
of the south coast area 
continue, Sachs will bring it into 
the Lyric pronto, giving it a fast 
West End run. 
Cast includes 
Margaretta Scott, 
Denis Arundel], Percy Parsons, 





Hartley Power, 
Edmond Willard, 
Alec 








VERGE OF 
MERGE 


Following a meeting by directors 
of Hoyts circuit in Sydney, Aus- 
| tralia, Thursday (18), consummation 
of the Hoyts-Greater Union Thea- 
tres merger this week loomed closer 
than at any time since Charles 
Munro, Hoyts’ chairman, and Nor- 
man B. Rydge, GUT chairman, were | 
in New York last year. Two or three | 
| problems have yet to be ironed out, | 
according to cabled information re- 
‘ceived by National Theatres in N. 
Y., but this may be accomplished | 


| 


lin. a week or 16 days. After that | 
stockholders meetings will be held 
early in August by Hoyts and 


Greater Union to ratify the merger. 
The four holding companies in- 
volved in Greater Union approved 
the merger months ago, but it also 
will be presented for ratification by 
stockholders both of GUT and 
Hoyts. 
| Merger of two circuits would be 
accomplished by establishing Gen- 
cral Theatres as an operating cor- 
| poration for both chains, with book- 
lings of product and 


cults. _ Hoyts, which has about 120 
| theatres, and Greater Union, which 


has more than 60,’ would become 
holding companies. Deal would be 
|a 20-year working agreement. 


Basically, the merger proposals 
differ little from the way they were 
originally set up in N. Y. last year. 
|All delays on signaturing the pact | 
have resulted from objections raised 
by Hoyts’ stockholders and _ sub- 
sidiaries under this circuit's wing. 
Rydge approved the setup before 
leaving N. Y. last summer, with 
ratification by necessary directorate 
vote following shortly after he ar- 
rived back in Australia. 





‘Ben Miggins to Coast; 
| Ditto D. B. Lederman | 


| 

Ben Miggins. 3 
manager, lefi for the Coast Friday 
| (19) for a two-week stay. 
arrived from Europe 
weeks ago to confer 
“Hutchinson, foreign sales chief, and 
h.o. officials regarding the European 
Sliuation., 

D. B. Lederman, 20th-Fox manager 
for the Philippines, who had been in 
New York for about 10 days on h.o. 
confabs, left for the Coast over the 
weekend preparatory to sailing for 
Manila, his home post. He is sched- 
uled to meet De] Goodman, Far East- | 
ern manager, while in Hollywood. 
| Goodman headquarters in Shanghai, 
| but is now en route to N. Y. 

Arthur Doyle, district manager for 
Japan and the Philippines, sub- 
bee for Lederman while he is in 
U. 8. 


about two 


is 





Gartside with BPA 
London, July 16. 
Appointment of Ernest Gartside to 
| secretarial reins of British Producers 
| Assn. has been confirmed. He re- 
places Grandfield Hill, who went 
into the Army. 





this week, making the trip in an 
American boat. His wife is accom- '! 
panying him. 


ne gly,” PAO 


Gartside was once production chief 


at Wembley Studies when Fox- 


| British headquartered there. 


other details | 
being carried out for the two cir-/| 


20th-Fox European | 
Miggins | 


with W. J. | 


S. J. Day li 


S. J. Day, 20th-Fox h.o. representa- 
tive the foreign department, is 
hospitalized by at Lima, 
| Peru, according tc word received in 


|New York. 
Day left N. Y. 
'ago to make & survey of conditions 


Up 
Strong Pix, Press. 
And Radio Control 





in 


malaria 


. 


only a 


in Peru. 








Sydney, July 23. 

Australian government has passed 

an act empowering Sir Keith Mur- 
doch, former Melbourne newspaper 
;magnate, to exercise full control of 
, the press, radio and cinemas in his 
| position as information director. 
| National and commercial radio 
pegs must be prepared to broad- 
cast information and other matter, 
/and to alter any program irrespec- 
| tive of-contracts held by the broad- 
| casters, Picture theatres must show 
| films sponsored by the Information 
Department at any performance ir- 
respective of other product being 
| screened. 

Should any exhibitor suffer losses 
at the boxoffice because Information 
Department product prevents the 
exhibition of another film contracted 
for, the Department of Information 
| is empowered to declare the contract 





| cancelled to that extent. It is pre- 
|sumed, however, that only short 
| Propaganda pictures will be given 


exhibitors. The press must run in- 
| formation when ealled upon in what- 

ever position deemed best by the de- 
| partment. 


Latin American Market 


Only Smalt Reparation 
For U.S. Pix.War Loses 








Basic data prepared o 
| Americas by Nathan D. Golden, chief | 
| of the motion picture division of the 
;U. S. Department of Commerce, 
points to these countries as potential 
additional market for pictures from 
U. S. because of present war con- 
| ditions in Europe. Golden cites the 
|free accessibility through shipping 
lanes as holding out hope for Latin- 
American nations becoming an even 
more important outlet for American 
| manufacturers equipment. 
‘European fms, which prior 


to 








; ment tax 


| 


| 





the present war accounted for about | 


15% of the total shown in these 
; countries,’ his survey states, ‘are fast 
becoming available to Latin-Ameri- 
can exhibitors. With proper type of 
films, producers in the United States 
should gain good portion of this 
15%. And added to the 76% of show- 


a 


| atres, 


ing time in these markets now given | 
| to VU. S. productions, there are some | 


| hopes that a very small portion of 


fetes European losses may be re- 
covered, 
| ‘Latin American, however, should | 


not by any stretch of imagination be 
considered as a panacea for our 
European losses, nor should these 
markets be used as a 
ground for every motion picture 
| produced by our Hollywood studios.’ 
| Golden estimates that there are 
5,400 motion picture theatres in the 
Latin-American market. 
Brazil and Mexico 
cinemas, each 
|, 000 theatres. 


BRIT. DISTRIBS ALLOW 
FOR WAR DISLOCATIONS 


| 


lead in number of 
having more than 


London, July 9. 

Kinematograph Renters Society 
| has approved a final plan for distri- 
bution of product in event of war 
upheaval affecting localiies. Emer- 
gency rental branches will be sup- 
plied with subjects as far ahead as 
one month of schedule, and from 
this exhibs will draw should there 
be dislocation of normal route of 
supply. 

Society nixed scheme proposed 
by northern exhibs for creation of 
special film-storage bases in selected 
areas. Stunt was viewed as pro- 
hibitive on many angles—foremost 
being the added print cost occasioned 
by establishing separate reservoirs. 


| 
| 


2 
a 





dumping | 


NEW BRIT. TAX 


| tax scale period, 


New Brit. Quota Provision An ‘Empty 
Gesture, According to U.S. Film Cos, 





few weeks Edwin Geach Dead; 


Aussie Pic Pioneer 


—_——_— 


Sydney, July 23. 

Edwin Geach, 73, pioneer of Aus- 
| tralia’s motion picture industry and 
a director of Greater Union The- 
atres, died here July 19. He had been 
in ill health for several years. 
Geach and Stuart Doyle were | 
Pores in the operation of Union 
Theatres before it emerged a few 
years ago as Greater Union The- 
atres. He was listed as second only 
‘to Norman B. Rydge, chairman, on 


| Greater 7 s directorate. | 





SKED FOR PIX 
THEATRES 


London, July 23. | 
It's indicated that the Chancellor 
of Exchequer’s emergency budget 
announcement today (Tuesday) will 
provide no tax on seats up to six 
cents, with one-cent tax up to 10c; 
cent and half up to 12'2c., two cents 
up to 14c; two and half up to 14'%c 
six up to 22c; eight up to 28c, and | 
10c up to 29c and thereafter. 


This tax on seats below 15'%*c net 
enables exhibitors to raise seat prices | 
to even sums, which is what they | 
wanted but unable to do under old | 





Inside figuring is new tax will | 
raise $14,000,000 in cinemas. Stage 


shows are also getting entertain- 
upping to nearly double, 
but exchequer is not expecting much 
increased revenue from this source. 


» ine tatne GORDON ELLIS SEES 


AUSSIE B.0. BOOM: 


Gordon Ellis, general manager of | 
Associated Distributors (British Em- 
pire Films), envisions a wave of! 
prosperity for Australia in the next | 
few years because of industrial de- 
velopment caused by the war. Ellis 
left New York last week for the 
Coast and sails for Sydney today 
(Wednesday). His company is 
subsidiary of Greater Union The- 
and part of his time in N. Y. 
was used in booking American and 
British films for Anzac release. He 
was in N. Y. about six months, prod- 
uct deals as well as personal business 
for Norman B. Rydge, chairman of 
Greater Union, occupying his time. 
Originally Ellis planned only staying 
in U. S. five or six weeks. 

Airplane factories already have 
been set up in Aussie territory and 
virtually every manufacturing busi- 
ness has come to Australia because 
of huge demand of the mother coun- 
try, according to Ellis. He indicated 
that this in time is certain to be re- 
flected at the woneettoe, 


- 


a 


Henry Pratt, ‘Onetime 


Argentina, | 


|in the nitery trade 


| couldn't 





| St. Regis, 


London Cafe Boss, Bkpt. 


London, July 9. 

Filing of a petition in bankruptcy, 
here marked second time 
Henry Bradbury Pratt, « 


down for 

one time tops 

of the West End. 

Self-made club rajah was ealled for 

a guaranty on a building project and 

make it. Pratt retired 12 

years back with an income of around 

$300 a week made out of his many | 
nitery holdings. 

Starting with Rectors, these cov- 
ered such well-known haunts as the 
Cosmo Club and Princess, | 
in Piccadilly, plus a lineup of restau- 
rants. Getting bored with the easy | 
life, Pratt came back for another | 
fling, tieing up the Bristol and Ver- | 
rey’s in Regent Street, but met with 
the Bottle Party era and stricter 
licensing laws which broke him in 
1938. Present bankruptcy is the out- 
come of another comeback attempt. 


| regulation, 


ees 


Reaction in the film business of 
U. S, to new provisos of the Britich 
quota iaw this week is that the 
stipulation regarding British domin- 


lion production is largely an empy 


gesture as it now stands. Clause 
added to the quota law reads that 
pictures made in the British Empire 


may be included as quota credit 
films in Great Britian if deemed 
suitable propoganda subjects, but 


this applies only until next Oct. 31. 
Picture executives in N.Y. claim 
this really means that only pictures 
already completed in Australia, 
Canada, India or elsewhere in Brit- 
ish possesions would come under the 
because no feature 
started now could be completed be- 
fore Oct. 31 in these countries. It 
won't bolster such dominion produc- 
tion currently, because American 
producers are given no assurance 
that such films will be accepted as 
quota credit films—the only reason 
U. S. companies would attempt pro- 
‘duction in the British dominions. 
Way the revised law stands, approval 
is not known until the finished fea- 
ture is presented to the British. 
Previous British quota law allowed 
. S. films made in dominion coun- 


| tries to be included in quota credits, 


It had been hoped not only by 
American film people but also Brit- 
ish producers that some definite lee- 
way would be made so that a sieady 
stream of pictures made with Brit- 
ish dominion labor would be com- 
ing for Great Britian exhibitors. 
As it is now, a shortage of British- 
made films looms. 

Virtually all production in Great 
Britian is shut down presently be- 
| cause af Nazi air raids and threat- 
| ened invasion by the Germans. This 
means that many American com- 
panies later will have to be granted 
waivers for not filling their quotas. 

Monetary quota proviso, which 
now has been attached to the Brit- 
ish quota act, is fairly satisfactory 
to American producers because it 
gives them an opportunity to make 
fewer features, even though they are 
slightly more expensive than under 
the old regulations. Old quota stip- 


«+ 


6 


ulations, too, can be followed cut 
as before if the U. S. company de- 
sires. 


‘ANGELS’ LOOKS 
OK IN LONDON 


London, Juiy 23. 
‘Women Aren't Angels,’ new play 

by Vernon Sylvaine, opened at the 

Strand Thursday (18). A hilarious 


farce, it was splendidly received «and 
looks certain to be successfu). 
Producers are O'Bryan, Linnit & 
Dunfee. In the cast are Alfred 
Drayton, Robertson Hare, Ruth Mait- 
land and Constance Lorne. Show 


toured the provinces before coming 


into the Strand, 


BRITISH FILM EXPORT 
GROUP FINALLY SET 


London, July 9. 


Trade  represenatives, meeting 
yesterday, voted in the details fi- 
nally establishng British Film Pro- 
ducers Export Group. David Ostrer 
functions as chairman, with an exec- 
utive council comprising John Cor- 
field, Stephen Pallos, Sam Smith, 
S. F. Ditchmam, A. Fried, J. C. A. 
Thorpe and Capt. Richard Norton. 
Group operates in accordance with 


Govern- 
au. 
shit 


a scheme promoted by the 
ment’s Overseas Trade bur 

Fee of $180 covers membe ic 
the group, with producers of shorts 
admitted, but its yet to be decided 
whether they will be separate mem- 


bers with reduced fees, or repre- 
sented as a body by an elected 
member. 


Otto Bolle Coming Over 


Capetown, July 20 
Otto W. Bolle, So. African mzana- 
ger for 20th Century-Fox, is set 1¢ 
leave for the states in August <¢ 
holiday and to discuss matters with 
the home-office. 
W. Van Beveren, associate to Ben 


Operating now as manager of one , Miggins, European representative 101 


boss awaits the break which will 


{ 
of the restaurants he owned, former 
start him off again. | 


| 20th Century-Fox, has arrived here 
'to take over Bolle’s job during his 
six-month absence. 
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Say 





s 


Just what the box-office ordered? 
In Cast! In Story Greatness!! 
@ In Smashing Action Appeal!!! 









WORLD PREMIERE JULY 25th - COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS 


HEN THE 
DALTONS RODE 


with . 


RANDOLPH SCOTT 
KAY FRANCIS 
BRIAN DONLEVY 
GEORGE BANCROFT 
BRODERICK CRAWFORD 
ANDY DEVINE " 
STUART ERWIN = 7a 
FRANK ALBERTSON /@ 
MARY GORDON 



























Original Screen play by 
Harold Shumate. Based 
on “When the Daltons 
Rode” by Emmett Dalton 
and Jack Jungmeyer, Sr. 












Directed by GEORGE MARSHALL 
who made “DESTRY RIDES AGAIN” 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE 
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Ne Watch’ is 


yOssesses a certain 
1s it represents an ambitious col- 
of newsreel 


shots of the World and 


§ »solitical and military leaders of the '© include endless episodes of court 


from radio 
newspaper 


producer 


rapidly 


Opening 
effective 


their routine affairs. 


non-professionals) in 
scenes, they fall 





vividly re-created 


inevitable 


Then a 


y. 


en, and the 


blow at nationa 
, As 
interest 


nd assembling 
War 


As a boxoffice draw 


in 


S 


l 


he Ramparts We Watch 
KO release of March « Time prod tec- 
1; preducer-director Tanuis de Roe 1e- 
nt Associates, Thomas Orchard, James 
S@ute, Shepherd Traube, George Black 
1 Beverly Jones: editor, Lothar Wolff; 
ry Kiobert Richards anid «‘edric t 
rth; mmentator, Westbrook Van 
ovhis; production manager, James f. 
leott: camera, Charles E, Gilson and 
J nn Geisel: score Louis Ie Francesco 
eviewed in Projection Room. N, Y., July 
"40 Running time: 85 MINS, 
n Meredith... bees ..dohn Adair 
> Kovacs... sion John Sommers 
S. Joe Kovacs. coreesees on Julia Kent 
Me MEOWRCH. oc ncncdece Ellen Preseot 
nn Slavetz..... ee .. Andrew Broummey 
es, Slavetz.. Myrtle Paseler 
of. Gustav Lensinger Alfred 1. Wyseve 
©, Bensinger.. .Mornuerite Brown 
la HKensinger... reett MeKee 
Cd DPENSINGZET.ceccss o Robert Ranelve 
Seyard Averill...cccccccces MEARE McC 
Pe "SWORE ascchesccsoese Myra Archibat 
meee Bwerill.cecoesece Kiward Wraese 
wart Gilehrist.........- Harry C. Stopher 
gO ae Jane Stuart 
aiph Gilehrist............ ...Elliett Reid 
on, John Vawton...........C. W. Stowell 
re, John Lawton............-Bthel Hudson 
ra, Dora Smith......cc-. Augusta Durgeon 
(TE. -ceeunoeseoeen Albert Gattaker 
ipt. John Kellogg..... .....-H. G. Brady 
TS Pee .Thomas Burney 
rs. Barbara Davis........ Roberta Maaski 
lef of Police.....+-.+- W. W. Pinkerton 
Ps ccedeg knees Richard MeCracken 
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DE TEEN poe bepdsvneverecoves Lila Lyman 
arl Von Schieich.......... George Jackson 
eorge Westcott.......--. H. G. Westcott 
The glory and the victory that 


ame to America and her Allies in 


this 


larch of Time feature-length propa- ! 
anda film, the purpose of which is 
comparison 
ween world evenis of 25 years ago 
nd the consequences of Hitler ag- 
ressions of today. 
he film declares, an apathetic Amer- | 
safety and security in 
It was a false basis of 
pictorial 
ditorial message of ‘The Ramparts 
forthright statement 
hat the course of current history 
nce again is leading America into 


be- 


now, 


and 


As war propaganda ‘Ramparts’ is 
? crushing 


com- 


entertainment _ it 


insofar 


the 


tis a 


challenge to the prevailing 


headlines. 


2s, awaiting 


first-run experience, 

Because of the general excellence 
of the monthly ‘March of Time’ two- 
reelers, the trade has awaited com- 
pletion of ‘The Ramparts We Watch’ 
}with some anticipation. 


he supervision 


and around Ne 
nn. It is obvious 
was called 
changes in the 
changing 


xr American 


it than dramatic. 


when the 
d by the familiar 
ok Van Voorhis, 
-war American scen 
manufacturing town. 
are introduced 


istinct documentary 
lappens in 
e assassination 


nd Duchess, 


seems 


and the 


king of the 
lly shown. 


ision to 
rinciple, 


by force. 


going 
These passages 
merit. 
far-off Europe, 
of a Grand 
remote 
and unrelated to life in a New Eng- 
jJand community. 

But the effects of war in Europe, 


Ww 


that 
upon to 
concept of 
the picture, under the pressure of} But 
European 
It emerges as a violent argu- 
military 
paredness. If it is slightly incoherent 


In spots it is because it is 


e 


¥ 


as opposed to right 


mood of the film-going public that 
has turned to the theatre for escape 
war commentators 
Exhibitors are 
likely to be timid in giving it book- 
the outcome of 


and 


Production 
of Louis 
Rochemont, and a large staff of as-| time of 127 minutes. 
) Sistanis, has been in progress nearly | 
ta year, with much of the filming be- 
done in 


Lon- 
the 
make 


pre- 


more 


reels of the picture are 
camera, 
voice of 
visualizes 


back- 


in a 
Char- 


about 


as Belgium is invaded and England 
enters the battle, soon make their 
Impress in America. The appeals 


mounting 


} 


In the telling of their story of the 
War years Robert Richards and 
Cedric R. Worth, have mixed news- 
ree] fact with fictional fancy. It is 
a period of contemporary history 
familiar to motion picture audience: 
Numerous other films, ‘The Big Pa- 
rade,’ fox instance, have told it bet- 
ter, with a keener regard for the 
dramatic values and the human in- 
terest. ‘Ramparts’ is weak on his- 


However effective its char- 


appear (many of 
the 
dow! 
ood acting is 
point. Constant 


illusion. 


them 
documen- 


1 


are 


badly 


necessary to 
r interrup- 
lions by the commentator also tend 


to break the The picture 


a long ‘March of Time’— 


seven reels instead of two. 


is no fault to find 
ents, 
recent memory and 
iness 

the 


theme on 
final 


r, is questionable, 
ument, as unreeled, 
But logic and fact 


are 


in its 


Two political conven- 


Presi- 


dential messages have impressed the 
the public. 
conclusion is 
sound, that America is again headed 
although 


seems 
hav- 


de 


ing 2a hard 
these days. 
In workmanship the film is a neat | 
job, and Lothar Wolff has edited the 
newsree! shots with skill. The older 
films show their age, quite in con- 
trast to the smooth photography of 
the present day action as supplied 


time getting together | 


by Charles E. Gilson and John 
Geisel. ; 
‘Ramparts’ will create discussion 


the, 
the 
the 


at its early showings and revive 
issue of the propaganda film vs. 
entertainment picture. It enters 
fray with frankness in its favor. 

Flin, 


THE SEA HAWK 


(WiTH SONG) 
Hollywood, July 18. 





Warner Bros. release of Henry Blanke | 
production, Siars Errel Flynn, features 
grenda Marshall, Claude Rains, Donald | 
Crisp. Flora Robson, Alan Hale. Directed 
by Michael Curtiz, Sereenplay by Howard 
Koch and Seton I. Miller; dialog director, 
Jo Graham: ecnmera, Sol Polite; snecial ef- 
fects by Byron Haskins and H, F, Koene- 
kamp; editor, George Amy: asst. director, 
Jack Sullivan. Previewed at Warners! 
Holivywoot, July 17, ‘40. running time, ! 
127 MINS. 
| Geoffrey Thorpe. .....-P cece» Errol Flynn 
Dona Maria........ trenda Marehal} 
Don Jose Alvarez de Cordoba..Claude Rains | 
Sir Jobn Eurleson.. . eee. Donald Crisp | 
Queen Elizabeth.............- Flora Robsen | 
CGF PURE. ocaeevicacesoceceeansece Alon Fiale 
Lord Woltingham...... ...-Henry Daniell} 
Miss Lathom ey hee Una O'Connor | 
es sé + 2c 0edeus ...Jdumes Stephenson 
Captain Lopez........ ....-Gilbert Roland | 
TS ee eae William Lundigan 
Oliver ieee KONse .Julien Mitchel) 
King FP) i tes ess ews Montagu Love | 
i Or ee naw ohm ee st J. M. Kerrigan | 
Martin Burke...... were re ys David Bruce | 
William ‘Tuttle..... Clifford Brooke 
eee ee. 2. canes soeweeanea Clyde Cook | 
POMULCOT. wecnctseeperscess ...Fritz Teiber | 
Be PROOccckcscondeaaces Ellis Irving 4 
DT. :ccamenasaat ase Francis McDonald | 
Captain Mendoza...... .Pedro de Cordoha 
PTUs kvdc ce enchenseudscvcwewes Ian Keith 
lieutenant Ortega.........eeeee lack Takue | 
Astronomer. Se aie een iale Halliwell Hobbes | 
COT UMNMO? 0's cee cc ccdbooscessueged Alex Craig | 
General Agwirre.....et.ee+- Victor Vareconi | 
PRGOS . dec vccescoecenses Robert Warwick 
SERVO SOT 6 ok nc 000 0,0 cn 04600 Harry Cording 


‘The Sea. Hawk’ retains all of the 
bold and swashbuckling adventure 
and excitement of 
turned out for 
Frank Llovd in 1923. But the screen- 
play of the new version is expanded 


intrigue during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth that tend to diminish the 
‘effect of the epic sweep of the high 
seas dramatics. 

Exploitable features apparent in 
the title and production assure a 
profitable—but not generally socko— 


voyage through the boxoffices. 
Wholesale cutting of tiresome se- 
quences. of royal politics, which 


many times slow the tempo down to 
a walk, would greatly sharpen audi- 
ence interest in the picture. Such 
amputation of dull passages is possi- 
ble in picture’s present running 


When the script focuses attention 
on the high 
heroics of the sailors who embarked 
on daring raids against Spanish ship- 
ping, the picture retains plenty of 
excitement and audience interest. 
when it by-paths for long 
stretches inte the maize of court pro- 
cedure and intrigue, there’s a defi- 
nite letdown. 

Story traces the adventures of the 
piratical sea fighter, Errol Flynn, 
commander of a British sailing ship 
that preys on Spanish commerce in 
the late 16th century. Colorful and 
exciting sea battle at the start, when 
Flynn’s ship attacks and sinks the 
galleon of the Spanish ambassador, 
comes too early and is never topped 
by any succeeding sequences. Then 
follows extensive internal politics of 
Elizabeth's court, with the queen 
secretly condoning Flynn’s_buc- 
caneering activities. Latter embarks 
on what results in a disastrous ex- 
pedition to hi-jack Spanish treasure 
in Panama, and winds up as a gal- 
ley slave. Eventual escape on a 
commandeered ship saves England 
and its queen from fifth column con- 
nivance of the Spanish plotters bent 


#} for refugee aid, the stepping up of on conquering Britain. 
munitions manufacture, the sabotage 
at Black Tom, 
anger of neutrals, particularly after 
Lusitania, are 
Incident follows 
incident, until finally America makes 
fight for the demo- 


Picture is studded with too few 
rousing adventures at sea. The open- 
ing battle between Flynn's privateer 
and the Spanish galleon is accentu- 
ated by rousing action and hand-to- 
hand fighting, skilfully aided by un- 
usual camera _ values. Sequences 
showing the galley slaves subjected 
to cruelties of the whips below- 
decks, and their eventual escape, will 
be remembered here as were simila! 
the first version. 

Little credit can be 
the overwritten script, with long 
passages of dry and _ uninteresting 
dialog, or to the slow-paced, un- 
inspiring direction by Michael Cur- 
liz. Erro] Flynn fails to generate the 
fire and dash necessary to success- 
fully put over the role of the buc- 
caneer leader, although this lack 
might partially be attributed to the 
piloting. ‘ 

Brenda Marshall, as a minor and 
uninspired romantic interest oppo- 
site Flynn, briefly sings one song. 
‘My Love Is Far From Me,’ and 
there’s a sea chorus, ‘Fight for the 
Shores of Dover,’ delivered along 
towards the finish. Of the extended 
supporting cast, Claude Rains, Don- 
ald Crisp, Alan Hale and Henry 
Daniell, are most prominent. Flora 
Robson gets attention in the role of 
Queen Elizabeth. | 

‘The Sea Hawk’ is a big budget 
production, with reported cost set 
around $1.750,000. Expenditure is 
easily seen in the large sets, sweep- 


cenes 1n 


extended to 


its predecessor, | 
First National by | 


| production 


seas and the dramatic} 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The Ramparts We Watch’ 
‘RKO). Feature length ‘March 
of Time, plea for U. S. pre- 


paredness and strong argument 
that we'd better hurry up. 

‘The Sea Hawk’ (WB). Spec- 
tacular production extravagantly 
mounted, but lacking sustaining 
interest. Good biz indicated. 
‘Villain Still Pursued Her’ (RKO). 

Satire on old-fashioned mellers, w th 


audience encouraged to hiss and 
cheer, a dul] affair. 

‘Girls of the Road’ (Col) 
Femme version of the usual 


meller about wandering youth. 
Fair dualler. 

‘The Great McGinty’ (Par). 
Political comedy-drama provides 
good entertainment for general 
audiences. 


‘The Bride Wore Crutches’ 
(20th). Filler fodder for the 
secondaries. 

‘Wagons Westward’ (Rep). 


Super-budget wesiern with name 
cast but not much story. For 
lower duals. 

‘Ranger and Lady’ (Rep). Bet- 
ter than average western with 
Roy Rogers, ‘Gabby’ Hayes, Jac- 
queline Wells. 

‘Carson City Kid’ (Rep). Mul- 
tiple western starrer, Roy 
Rogers topping. can be exploited 
into better than average money. 

‘Suicide Legion’ (FA). Mild 
dualer with Tullio Carminati. 

‘One Night in Paris’ (All). 
British musical patterned after 
innumerable previous ones; me€- 
diocre dualer. 








ing sea battles and armies of extras 
used with lavish display. From a 
standpoint, the picture 
carries epic standards, but same can- 
not be said for the story. Walt. 


Villain Still Pursued Her 


Hollywood, July 23. 


RKO release of Harold B. Franklin pro- 


duction, Features Hugh Herbert, Anita 

Louise, Alan Mowbray, Buster Keaton. Di- 

rected by Edward F. Cline. Screenplay by 

Elbert Franklin, based on old meller, ‘The 

Fallen Saved.’ Camera, Lucien Ballard; 

editor, Arthur Hilton: musical director, 

Frank ‘Tours. Previewed Alexander, Glen- 

dale, July Zu, '40. Running time: 66 MINS. 

ON Pere > ‘ -Hugh Herbert 
A philanthropist-reformer. 

Mary , .Anita Louise 
A long-suffering heroine. 

Cribbs . Alan Mowbray 
The villain who pursues her 

William . ‘ Fhuster Keaton 
A staunch friend to the last. 

Masel..... Joyce Compton | 
His half-witted sister. 

Edward........ ....... Richard Cromwell 
The hero, wee to him -a drinking man. 


Announce! epee .-Billy Gilbert 
The master of ceremonies. 
Mrs. Wilson... ‘ Margaret 
The heroine's loving mother. 
Vagabond.... William 
Another victim of demon rum, 
Bartender i Franklin 
An instrument of the devil, 
. 0) eee 
Angel daughter 


Ifamilton 

Farnum 
Pangbor n 
.Diane Fisher 


of Mary ‘and Edward, 


‘Villain’ is presented as_ broad 
satire on mellerdramas of the gas- 
light era of a century ago. Fore- 


word title informs audience to ‘hiss 
the villain and applaud the hero’ 
and opry is to be laughed at. 
has gone over in some spots as ‘The 
Drunkard, with sawdusted floors, 
beer and pretzels for onlookers, and 
show performed by live talent. 

But picturization of oldtimer 
misses basic formula of film enter- 
tainment. Audiences want to see 
and hear, and not have to become 
participants in the show performed 
by shadow figures on screen. Ab- 


sence of beer handouts in theatres 
prevents getting onlookers in re- 
quired mood to get over general 
premise of idea. Thus ‘Villain’ is a 
missout from the entertainment 
standpoint. 

Script is dull in many spots, and! 
what little actual comedy is gen- 
erated comes from many oldtime 


gags and situations 
rector Cline. Best is a repeat of the 
familiar pie-tossing and smearing 
from the Sennett gaghouse. 
Foreword title inviting audience to 
hiss and cheer is all right for those 


injected by di- 


in at the start of the picture, but 
producer, H. B. Franklin (with the- 
atre operation background). over- 


looked informing patrons arriving 
after the opening, and not getting a 
cue to the idea of what it’s about. 
Balcony reaction at preview pro- 
vides best line on reception forecast 
for picture Highschool kids booed, 
razzed and velled wisecracks for first 
two reels—then tired of participation 
to sit back and wait for the 
Exploitation might get picture over 
in few spots. but best booking pros- 
pects look like fillers for kid trade to 
high school age. Walt. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, July 23. 
Republic bought Robert T. Shan- 
non’s yarn, ‘Barnyard Follies.’ 
Sol Lesser purchased ‘Strange Vic- 
tory,’ mag serial by Rose Franken 
and William Brown Meloney. 


Sam Robins sold ‘Stitches and 
Stars’ to Universal. 
Paramount acquired filming rights 


to C. S. Forresier’s historical novel, 
‘Captain from Connecticut’ 

Metro bought an untitled original 
by Manny Seft. 


' 
Idea | 


finish. | 


GIRLS OF THE ROAD 


Columbia production and release Fea- 
tures Anp Dvorak, Helen Mack, Lola Lane. 
Directed by Nick Grinde Original screen- 
play, Robert ID. Andrews; camera, George 
Meehan: editor, Charlies Nelson. At Globe, 
N. Y., July 20, °40; dual. Rucning time, 
61 MINS. 

Kay WarreM.......-cccccccees Ann T vorak 
Miley. .ccccgcccccccccccscoces Hielen Mack 
DEG. «cK sacosevhseeestegeseausY< Lola Lane 
so PRETTTETLET TT LL Ann Doran 
EE re rer Mariorie Cooley 
DOG. sovocesiorecnsesavese Mary Field 
OE PTT Terr et Mary Booth 
BMOIE. be cccscccenccecoes Ma lelon Grayson 
CR eka cnteceeceeseedeeess Grace Lenard 
ie Aer er rrys oy Evelyn Young 
Officer Sullavan.....--++++: Rruce Bennett 
EE PrrrrrTierin. Ty Eddie Laughton 
Sheriff 7 Done RBeddoe 
Gov, Warren ....-Howard Hickman 


As a moderately entertaining pro- 
gramer for the duals, ‘Girls of the 
| Road’ should get by. It’s nothing to 
shout about, but offers a couple of 
fairly novel angles and at least keeps 
moving to its modest climax. Cast 
includes a few familiar, if not po- 
tent, names. 

Story is the standard formula of 
the young wanderers always kept on 


ting a job or any kind of help in a 
depression-ridden country. Main in- 
terest is in the simple fact that in 
this edition the derelicts are girls| 
instead of boys. There’s a certain 
amount of novelty in seeing girls go- 
ing through the hobo motions of) 
ride-thumbing, dodging cops and liv- 
ing in jungle camps, but otherwise | 
its pretty much routine stuff. How- 
ever, the writers haven't overloaded 
|the script with Sunday supplement 
lurid flavoring, so it seems a reason- 
| ably authentic picture of a possible 
| phase of current Americana. Any- 
way, it provides a mildly satisfying | 





with a heart of tarnished gold; Lola} 
Lane in a small pari of a fate-dogged | 
girl; Ann Doran as a femme heel; 
and Don Beddoe as a legally-tough 
sheriff. Hobe. 


‘THE GREAT McGINTY 


Hollywood, July 20. 


Paramount release of Pan! Jones produc 





tion. Features Brian Donley Muriel An 

gelus, Akim Tuamiroff Written and « 
} rected by Preston Sturges Camera, Wil- 

liam Mellor; editor Hugh Bennett: osst 
| director, George Templetor Previewed at 
| Westwood Village, July It, °40, Running 
; time, 81 MINS. 

Dan MeGintys cr Brian Donlevy 
|} Catherine McGinty......... Murie Angelus 
|} The Boes.. cab tatececesy Akim Tamiroff 
George ; onecegetese Allyn Josivn 
Tee Potitician....csssse William Demarest 
| ‘Thompson ...Lovis Jean Hevat 
} Louie, the Podyguard Harry Rosenths] 
|} Mayor Tillinghast Arthur Hoyt 
| Bessv, the Colored M Libby Tavloi 
|Mr. Maxwell Thurston Hall 
(ame Girl.... vane vaeeeus Steffi Duna 
| Madame La Jolla eee. - Kesther Howard 
The Boss’ Chauffeur...... Fronk (|, Morar 
i The look Out ; cat ihcad Jimmy Conlin 
| Benny Felgman eescecee- Dewey Robinson 
ars SS ns ects so a au eee Riehard Carle 
rCatherine’s Boy. 4.ccccececs Donnie herr 
Cutmerine’ @ Girl, 6. vcccceoscicl Mary Thomas 
Catherine’s Bov, 9%... ccccce Drew Roddy 
Catherine’ e Girl, Bi. cicsces Shelia Sheldon 


Here is a program offering that 
makes up in general audience en- 
| tertainment what it lacks in marquee 


strength. Picture may not catch 
unanimous top - of - bill bookings 
through the regular runs, but will 
enjoy much favorable comment as 
something unusual and off the 
beaten track, without being arty 

| “The Great McGinty’ _ initiates 
Preston Sturges into the directing 


ranks, after a long stretch as a 
scenarist. Piloting an original story 
and screenplay of his own concoc- 
tion, Sturges displays plenty of abil- 
ity in accentuating both the comedy 
and dramatic elements of his maie- 
rial, withal maintaining a consistent 
pace in the unreeling. Looks like 
he will establish himself as a writer- 
director individualist, 

| Sturges’ story departs 
|from accepted formula. 
|character is a_ tough, 
‘muscular individual who creates 
| more interest than sympathy in his 
| career as a prototype of many po- 
litical rascals of the current Ameri- 


film 


radically 
His main 
rowdy and 


can scene. The machine tactics of 
a metropolitan political dynasty. 
with its widespread graft and deep- 
seated corrupion, has been making 
newspaper headlines for several] 


; years, and are familiar to the gen- 
eral public. This is one of the mos} 
vigorous and illuminating picturiza 
tions of graft in municipal 
that has appeared in a 


affairs 


number of 


years, Producers have previously 
shied away from stressing the sub- 


| ject because of local censorship dif- 
| ficulties, 

Story is unfolded by means of the 
| flashback technique. Brian Donlevy 
jis introduced as the toughened bar- 
tender of a dive in a Central Ameri- | 
can banana republic. He's a fugi- | 
|tive from justice, the same as the 
young bank clerk who absconded 
with funds in a weak moment 
Across the bar Donlevy tells the | 
'latter his story—a life of crooked- | 
|ness where the first honest thing he | 
| attempted chased him from the | 
; country. -When he first finds that | 
| illegal voting brings coin, he be- 
comes a repeater, gets into favor of 
| political bess, Akim Tamiroff. and 
| 8radually rises to positions of alder- 

} man, Mayor and finally governor 
sey Boro nd finally governo: 


} 
| 
| 





O; 
In the latter position, he 


| ris takes both parts. 


| decides to go straight, but disclos- 
ure of his previous missteps sends 
him away as a fugitive. 

| Even though Donlevy and Tami- 
lroff continually battle, there’s a 
' strange affection right to the finish. 
| Plausible romance is injected 
‘through a marriage of convenience 
between the nominated mayor and 
/his secretary, which eventuates into 
| real love. 

, Sturges injects deft timing in his 
| direction of intimate comedy scenes 
that punches over the toppers with- 
out consuming too much footage. 
| His generation of the human quali- 
ities of the piece is unusual for a 
first directing assignment. 

| Portrayal of Donlevy as the slight- 
ly-educated political apprentice who 
‘Jearns the ropes fast, and wields his 
fists at every opportunity, is excel- 
‘lent. Tamiroff clicks as the political 
boss, while Muriel Angelus provides 
a charming and warmful personality 
in the role of the politico’s wife. 
Miss Angelus, recent recruit from 
Broadw7y, indicates potentialities 
for buildup to featured rating with 


the road by the impossibility of get- |) proper roles, and will likely catch 


on fast in Hollywood off her per- 

formance here. Bill Demarest pro- 

vides attention as a political stooge, 
Wali. 


The Bride Wore Crutches 


Hollywood, July 19. 


“Oth Century-Fox release of Lucien Hub- 
rd production, Features Lynne Roberts, 
red North, Edgar Kennedy, Robert Arme- 
strong, Lionel Stander, Richard Lane Di- 
rected by Shephard Traube Screenplay by 
Fd Verdier; original, Ed Verdier and Alan 
Drady; camera, Charles Clarke; editor, 
Nick De Maggio. Previewed ut Fox Wil- 


shire, July 18, '40. Running time, 44 MINS, 


picture. Midge Lambert...cccccsesees Lynne Roberts 
Nick Grinde has turned in a pro- romp, Mag = Tad Lahti ata ah aise Ped 
ficient job of direction and the Orin- |main| °° "Nehert Armstrong 
cipal players are convincing, par-| Flannel-Mouth............5: Lionel Stander 
ticularly in the cases of Ann Dvorak SAH Daly» sp ss0s00s ca es wales gRichard Lane 
’ ae abe al eeoeeeee ei neers a 

as the governor s daughter who Whispers. .......+-- ececsvesece Harry ‘Tyler 
wages a one-girl crusade to uncover | Dick Williams......... Edmund MacDonald 
the dope on girls of the road; Helen preane occ seeeeb tenes oo ++ « Renae Sane Reanee 
‘ : ic . 7 C0 eer aeccecedsocsssecd n ’ a o 

Mack as a wise-cracking youngster BArvVey. .ceccccccccsecrssvers Billy Mitchell 





Theatres will need the crutch in 
the title to get this mediocre attempt 
through the secondary duals as a 
filler when nothing else is available. 
Amateurish story is bad enough, but 
when this factor is combined with a 
script to be laughed at, and direction 
on the atrocious side, nothing much 
can be done with the picture: 

Yarn is a wild-eyed concoction ef 
a stupid youth who essays the spot 
of a reporter on a metropolitan daily. 
Following a bank stickup, he is egged 
on to provide a solution by the girl 
reporter of the sheet. His Hawkshaw 
technique is of the most elemental 
sort, and even a kid would have bet- 


ter sense than to move in on the 
gang rather than call the cops for 
the roundup pronto Yarn could 


easily be told in less than two reels, 
Cast goes through their assign- 
ments in stilted fashion, and even 
Edgar Kennedy with his dumb cop 
characterization catches few legiti- 
mate laughs, Walt. 


WAGONS WESTWARD 


Republic release of Armand Schaefer 


production. Features Chester Morris, Anita 
Louise, Buck Jenes, Ona Munson, George 
‘Gabby’ Hayes, Guinn Williams Directed 
by Lew Landers Original screenplay by 
Jeseph Moncure March an Hierrisen 
Jacobs; camera, Ernest Miller; editer, 
Ernest Nimes. At Fox, Brooklyn, N 
dual, week July 17, ‘40, Running time, 
70 MINS. 
David Cook } 
hy Qi” Si ee eee Chester Morris 
Phyllis ; ae edu ace Anita louise 
Sheriff McDaniels.....ccccccces Buck Jones 
Julie WITTTTTT TPT Ten... ek 
Gilt”) Pe ere George ‘Gabby’ Haves 
PEMPOUROR, bcc ccceccsece Guinn Williams 
larsden titnabeteaeeseeee Douglas Fowley 
RVik OB & BO sccocececa @erces Wavne Hull 
2OGR GS G& BOY. 6écedccs ° Warren Hull 
a dR ee ne ree lohn Gallaudet 
Angela Cook eccocceee Virginia Brissac 
Re Goss taddidabuee & 2 rrevor Baordette 
Major Marlowe. ..cccccceces Selmer Juckson 
yi” eee err ae (Charles Stevens 


‘Wagons Westward’ is one of Re- 
public’s periodic super-budget boots- 
and-saddlers. In keeping with its 
place in that category it has been 
endowed with a cast which, if not of 
high-calibre drawing power, is at 
least capable and fairly well-known 
to general film audiences. Produc- 
tion 1s On a par with the quality of 
the cast. Unfortunately, the story is 


not. It’s a mixed-up, over-compli- 
cated affair for a film of this type, 
vith far too much romantic interest 


to make it fit in the usual western 
niche, and an insufficiency of other 


qualities to make it any more than 
a lower-case dualler. 
Perhaps even more unfortunate 


than the story trouble is the poor di- 
rection which makes, of what is sup- 
posed to be a climactic gun-battle, 
participated in by hundreds of men 
and horses, an unfathomable melee 
virtually performed in the dark. 
Low-toned photography of the night 
scene is eyestrain on the audience. 
It leads to irksomeness and general 


| dissatisfaction with the picture. And 


even if it weren't dark, it seems 


| doubtful that any sense could have 


been made out of a scene so badly 
filmed and edited that the villain’s 
men are totally indistinguishable 
from those of our hero. 

It’s a badland story of twin sons, 
one of them a snake, one a law- 
enforcement officer. Chester Mor- 
) When the bad 
son, Tom, Is sent to jail, the good 
one, David, impersonates him in an 
effort to round up a couple cow- 
country gangsters, Guinn Williams 
and Douglas Fowley, plus the sheriff 

(Continued on page 16) 



































Wednesday, July 24, 1949 








VARIETY 


























WHAT REVIEWER, WHAT PAPER DO YOU READ? =| 
THEY'RE ALL WILD ABOUT “SYRACUSE”! | 


_ The HIT that WOWED BROADWAY for a year at $5.50 a ticket! 
COMEDY? vriere are screams to BOX OFFICE? “PREVIEWED IN 


satisfy the patron and send him home 


happy!’’ —HOLLYWOOD REPORTER NEW ROCHELLE...WHERE THEY 


| 
f 
i 
i 












HIT SONGS? HOWLED!” .—WALTER WINCHELL 
e ‘‘Rodgers and Hart . 

music...‘This Can’t Be Love!’, ‘Fall- “IT’S HEADED FOR SMASH BUSI- 

ing In Love’, ‘Sing For Your Supper’ NESS!” —VARIETY 

and ‘Who Are You?’... brilliantly 

sung!” —LOS ANGELES NEWS “B.O. NATURAL!" -—FILM DAILY 


? 4a ° : 
PRODUCTION: Movie version “TEVEY’S FIRST...A SOLID HIT!” 
ar more elaborate than stage play! —BOXOFFICE 
—LOS ANGELES EXAMINER 


ROMANCE? | «Something bright “SHOULD DO TREMENDOUS 
and new!’ — LOS ANGELES TIMES BUSINESS!"" —SHOWMEN'’S T. * 





vie 








ALLAN JONES - MARTHA RAYE + JOE PENNER @ a SQ 
ROSEMARY LANE - IRENE HERVEY a 
Chas. Butterworth - Alan Mowbray - Eric Blore » Samuel S. Hinds 


Screenplay by LEONARD SPIGELGASS, CHARLES GRAYSON and PAUL GERARD SMITH 
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| SUICIDE LEGION 


(British-Made) 

(WITH SONGS) 
Alliance release of Herbert Wilcox 
Features Tullio Carminati and 


Film Reviews 


Continued from page 14 


Film 
preduction, 

















WAGONS WESTWARD: RANGER AND LADY 


(WITH SONGS) 


ian? s . Republic release of Joseph Kane produc- 
who's in league with them, Buck tion, directed by Kane. Features Roy Ro«- 


Jones. Anita Louise, dance-hall gal, «rs.’ George ‘Gabby’ Hayes. Screenplay, 
falls for the inpersonation and thinks | Stuart [etn Ee Gevnghiy trem origi- 

7 ; .- | nal by rnar¢ cConville; camera, Regste 
so pgp Migs Mig kot Lartning; editor, Lester Orelbeck; songs. 

, ane ae 

whom David really loves, David 
marries Miss Louise. Tom escapes 
from prison in time to kill the gal 





in Projection Room, N.Y., July 18, "40. 
ning time, 59 MINS, 


Captain Colt....ccccececcsesces Roy Rogers 


: . Set. Whittaker.....George ‘Gabby’ Hayes.. 
he thinks unfaithful and also gets) Jane.............6000s0 00: Jacqueline Wells 
his deserts, so everything’s lovely for Kin ald. sescesesenesh sarees Mag — 
David and Miss Munson to pair off. yenera MRUC. .cerccccccs: enry rand 

. MS TORO. cccccccccseecvecess cone cenneen 

Morris is duly upstanding and ratty Purdy ches bide veverdcdcaccsapeeen pont Jenks 

, TAMCr. -ccceseeeessesesetesrees er Mapes 

in the two parts he plays, the two MIGNGIEF . ccc ccceccsvcccoccocs Yakima Canutt 


gals do particularly good thespic 
jobs, : 
and George ‘Gabby’ Hayes provides ot saddle-country entries, this lat- 
the laughs he’s supposed to, despite | o.+ Roy Rogers-Gabby Hayes turn- 
some sour lines. So the personnel 51+ should have little trouble getting 
is well displaced. It’s too bad it over Though the writing end is 
didn’t have more to work with. /more sharply defined it doesn’t at all 

Herb. | over-balance or detract from the ac- 
Latter is well taken care of, 





tion. 


Armstrong-Jenkins Fight 


At Polo Grounds, N. Y., July f7, ‘4; 
filmed by Pathe News for 20th Century 
Sporting Cluh: Frank Donovan in charge of 
production; Bert Cunningham. supervisor; 
day Bomafield, editor; Andre Baruch, nar- 
rator: at Palace and Rialto, N, Y., July 
18, 40. Running time, 16 MINS, 


on the wrong side of the law. 

Yarn is logically laid out and told, 
picturing Rogers as a captain of the 
Texas Rangers, with Hayes his usual 
sidekick. Contrary to the usual 





queline Wells takes an active part 
in the goings-on. She’s the owner 
of. a wagon train of trading goods 


For the first time in many years 
the group which specialized in film- 


ing major boxing contests was not from whom Rogers unwillingly is, 


in action to record the battle be- forced to attempt the collection of a 


tween hammering Henry Armstrong, | the Santa Fe Trail. Her part is ex- 
of Hollywood, and Lew Jenkins, panded as the film moves along. 


skinny, hard-socking Texan, staged é I 
at the Polo Grounds July 17. Pathe Texas Republic, Sam Houston, presi- 


News did the job for Mike Jacobs of dent, and the snaky moves of a sub-| 
prez while Houston is away at Wash-, 


the 20th Century Sporting Club 
which staged the melee, when the 
specialists ducked the issue on the 


ington trying to get his territory ad- 
mitted to the U. S. Heavy, played 


ground that this particular event | convincingly by Henry Brandon, has| 


ideaY of his own about who should 
govern Texas and, to finance those 
thoughts, imposes the passage tax on 
the Santa Fe. Rogers is a_ loyal 
Houstonite and strings along with 


was too risky and they were appar- 
ently right. 

Jack Dietz and Jack Rieger have 
been taking pugilistic pictures for 20 
years and know from experience the 
type of fight film that will make a 
profit, and those which invariably 
wind up in the red. They figured 
that if Armstrong copped, which 
he did, the film’s value in the South 
would be nil. Jenkins hails from 
Sweetwater, Texas. 

In the case of Joe Louis it is dif- 
ferent because the Brown Bomber 
is the heavyweight topper and a 


terests. 


at logical times for a change, * 

Long as We Are Dancing’ sounds 

good. Peter Tinturin penned ’em. 
Wood. 


CARSON CITY KID 


(WITH SONGS) 





sensational performer. Dietz and Republic production and release. Stars 
Rieger have a contract with Jacobs ae Rogers; fontures George ‘Gabby’ 
which permits them to reject fight | ine’ Bioore, gO ge Py i 
shows. Of course had Jenkins | Screenplay, Robert Yost, Gerry Geraghty; | Judy Kells 
brought home the bacon, it would |Story, Joseph Kane; camera, William 
no : 3 | Nobles; editor, Helene Turner; SOngS, 
a and a sure Peter Tinturin. Reviewed at Colonial, 
. ° | Lineoln, July 16, ’'40, Running time, 
It was thought, too, that because $8 MINS. ae ATs 
2 long speech by Senator Bob Wag- | Gabiy 00000 George Hayes 
ner, at the Democratic National Con- | Jessup.........seeeeseeeeeeseess Bob Steele 
vention in Chicago on the night of WATTEN...ccccersccceccees Noah Beery, Jr. 
the fight. ke . SOOH oc cccocodeviceccecessess Pauline Moore 
ther ent, ld . the fight off the alr, | Laramie : Francis MacDenald 
nere would be added interest in the | Harmon Hal Taliaferre 
film. Specialists say that is a fal- | Kirke.....cecececceeeceeeeeeees Arthur Loft 
Jacy, pointing out that the radio ac- Puc KOOP. cccccccercssececess George Rosenet 
count of such events WY OME ctesceesbetheccessteceene Chester Gan 


serve as a 
ballyhoo for the pictures. Seems. 
therefore, that the Armstrong-Jen- 
kins film had two strikes on it before 





Marking a new trend in westerns, 
Republic is going out after multiple 
- Logie : s $s seas a his 
oe? — projection booths. S ovlaana me cy City. Kid’ 
Fan A the recent brawl between | where four sagebrush specialists get 

ax Baer and Tony Galento, by the | cast calls—Roy Rogers, George 
way, did but mildly for a time but | Hayes, Bob Steele and Noah Beery 
it now reported sure of a fair profit,| Jr. All of them, with exception of 
ne comedy element being the prob- Hayes, have had starring assign- 
able factor. ments in the saddle sagas of the 

Armstrong-Jenkins match was past. but are now gathered into one 
cameraed in much the same man- huddle to give the picture abnormal 
ner as done by Rieger heretofore. | name strength with which to bait the 
There are shots from a platform, marquee. 
closeyps from the first row at an ‘Carson City Kid’ is no k.o. west- 


angle, slow motion clips of knock- ¢r. and it’s so similar to the others | 


downs, and an additional feature, it hardly qualifies as an unbranded 
that of a narrator on the sound production maverick. However, it 
track who managed to work in some | has, better than average biz possi- 


interesting comment. Only ex. | Dilities, due entirely to the casting. 
traneous talk recorded came from It represents a change of pace for 
Hymie Caplin, Jenkins’ handler, | Bob Steele, who has always been in 


who, during the rest period at the the leads, save in Hal Roach’s ‘Mice 
end of round three, told his boy 
Now do as I tell you’ “* over to the bad side. 


Armst . ; : through on that pattern in ‘Carson 
rong, the one-to-two shot, City.” and opens up a new avenue 


j peuld bet he eee ao Said he |for him. His own series of westerns 
rom the Texan a take plenty the last couple of seasons petered 
7 waded in, making ‘nero ia Bese i out in athanee response, partly be- 
recon > 1S : perfect |cause of their quality, and 
a aoe, ae and during the because he didn’t look McCoy, a 
solid mh foun Ss absorbed many | little guy whipping all the big ones. 
reg bod a But ‘perpetual mo- | He. on the other hand, makes a good 
ws as Armstrong is called, started | bad man. 
ae as ee in the fourth Rogers is a reputation-gunslinger, 
oo ae a € commentator so chasing Steele, who killed his 
te 4 o Ims do not clearly in- | brother. Steele, under another name, 
. _ ws a te of the tide. Most is running a gambling den, when 
aad noe downs in the fifth and they meet, so Rogers hires out as a 
ow Bas y s (Jenkins hit the deck | guard. He eventually forces Steele 
Fiche *s) are shown in slow motion, to show his cards, Along the way, 
ight ended when the bell termi- he nurses a friendship with Noah 
nated the sixth heat. Jenkins was | Beery, Jr., George Hayes and Paul- 
unable to continue and was so al] ine Moore, the dancehall gal with a 
jn that he fel! off the stool. Curi- | 24-carat heart. 
ously, the film does not show that. | _ Billing for Saturday matinees 
ae title was at stake, although should make effort to capitalize on 
th are champs, Jenkins having |this extravaganza of western stars, 
won the lightweight title recently. | 2ssembled in a single picture. It 
That is another angle why it is ‘ean be boomed into a good take. 
thought the film is not valuable. | Art. 


Boys have been rematched, however. 
Jenkins was panned in the press DEBS FOR WOODRUFF 
Holiywood, July 23. 





for breaking training, and his Pa 
wife Katie was blamed, fight rs 
making no bones about it. The . 
Southerner sought a second meeting ®S!8"ment on 
but it is doubtful that Dietz ang Debutante, Inc.’ 
Reiger will take on that camera as-| Heading the cast are Kay Francis 
signment either. Ibee, jand James Ellison. 


memes 
one eer ee 


; Lilli Palmer. 
} Screenplay 

| Harrison Owen, Marjory Gaffney; music by 
| Lerner, Goodhart and 


Peter Tinturin; music, Cy Fener. Reviewed | * 4 
Run- | Tonis Batman. 


Buck Jones has little to do.| stronger, from a story angle, than. 


running the usual gamut of fist and_ 
gun fights, chases, and the everlast- | 
ing last minute roundup of the lugs’ 
lofficer, later turned airplane pilot, | 


duties of a western femme lead, Jac- | 


passage tax to license its trip over) 


Whole thing is built around the 


the rebel leader only so he can be| Cast means 
in a position to protect Houston's in- | audiences. 


|} tures John Lodge, Judy 


| Summers. 
| lis; editor, Lionel Temlinson; songs, Denes 





Paul- | : ; 4 vos 
Joseph Kane. <= ey 62 MINS. 


and Men,’ where he did a change- | 
He follows’! 


partly | 


Directed by Norman Walker. 
by Florence Tranter; 


Hoffman; 


| F. A. Young At Avena, N. Y., dual, July 

17-18, “40. Running time, 59 MINS. 

Toni pe cecceeecesseTullio Carminati 
SMR. s «cevsh Guhnweess «keane Lilli Palmer 
PE, 25 sede cebeee 0ceeseneeel John Garrick 
Bo” Serer ee Geraldine Hislop 
OS Aer verre. y .Davina Craig 


| Austrian General...........Hubert Harben 
ceedonsepesad Edgar Driver 
baaevneakeee Alice O’ Day 


Maddalena....... 


Despite Tullio Carminati’s singing, 
'and forthright performances by the 
‘Italian song star and Lilli Palmer, 
| “Suicide Legion’ is sadly disappoint- 
‘ing. Title will make patrons think 
this is a wartime film, which it isn’t. 
It is another British production 
which Film Alliance has re-titled to 
| heighten boxoffice possibilities. Less 
than a reel is devoted to sky dare- 
devils in action, obviously the only 
excuse for such a tag. Okay for 
mild dual returns if patrons don’t 
| kick too much over the picture's title 
as misleading. 

Instead of being an actionful war 
production, plot focuses on the ro- 
mance between an Italian cavalry 


and a Viennese beauty. When wed, 
Italy and Austria are friendly na- 
tions, but the story follows develop- 


ments in the World War of 1914 with | 


Italians swinging over to the side of 
the Allies. The Austrian girl, mar- 


ried to the Italian officer, thinks he | 


is to blame for her brother’s death 
when latter is caught working as a 
spy behind the Italian lines. This 
disagreement forces the Italian to 
search many world ports for his 
missing wife after he returns 
wounded from the front. 

| ‘Sunset ir Vienna’ and ‘We'll 
Never Run Short of Love’ are prin-. 
cipal songs, with Carminati clicking 
solidly with the former. Carminati’s 
acting is far ahead of the yarn and 
treatment given it. 

Obviously the original was mate- 
rially cut for American consumption. 
Most of production technique and 
acting are dated, Lilli Palmer is 
fairly effective. Remainder of the 
nothing to American 

Wear. 


Of the two tunes sung by Rogers. | ONE NIGHT IN PARIS 


(Musical) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
production and release. Fea- 
Kelly, Hugh Wil- 


Alliance 


Marion. 
Screenplay 


liams, Joan Directed by Walter 


by F. MeGrew Wil- 
V. Buday, Hans Schachtner, 
Clifford Grey: 


Peter Fenn, 
camera, Otto Kanturek. At 
Central, N. Y., dual, week July 19, °40, 


iis ahbleden 6 baa Inspector Bonnard 
DR FPR rrr re Carmen Daviot 

Hugh Williams..... -.. Rene Nissen 
| Joan Marion........ ----Lydia Lavalle 






Edmond Breon....cccscsesescssceeees Morel 
| Wallace Geoffrey......ee-00-....+++- Renoir 
| Geoffrey Sumner.........-.- Captain Curry 
| Steve Geray......cccccccccscccseces Frolich 
|} Edward (Chapman...cccccccsesees Lohrmagn 

PORE BUDE sc 66s cctdeecccvianss + ERO 


| Lavish musical from the British 
studios capable only of filling time 
;On dualers these hot days. ‘One 
| Night in Paris,’ released in Great 
| Britain as ‘Premiere,’ stacks up as 
an odd mixture of murder mystery 
and elaborate musical production. 
Lacks the names to mean much for 
the American exhib even if the flaws 
| could be overlooked. 
F. McGrew Willis’ screen writing 
| effort smacks of many previous Hol- 
lywood pictures of this type. The 
| ‘angel’ of a musical show is slain as 
| he sits in a box at the premiere of 
| his latest try. sleuths early learning 
ithat the fatal shot was fired from 
the stage. With the old formula of 
j having nearly everybody backstage 
suspected, the identity of the actual 
culprit is not too cleverly concealed. 
Film offers the phenomenon of an 
| all-British cast portraying French 
characters in a story with a Paris 
locale. To add to this craxy-quilt 
pattern, John Lodge, who’s been in 
several American pictures, is cast as 
the French police inspector. It’s 
musical comedy technique circe 1932. 
Reasonable facsimile of earlier 
passage of dialog include: ‘what is 
Renoir to you?’, ‘you must be bitter,’ 
‘so you haven't forgottten entirely,’ 
‘is that meant as a threat?’. ‘no, a 
warning!’ 
Me Love.’ 
_Lodge makes an acceptable, forth- 
right inspector while Hugh Williams, 
standard British screen star, squeezes 
all he can from the mawkfsh role of 
lover to Carmen, star of musical in 
the picture. Judy Kelly. Australian- 
born actress, gets small chance to 
| shine as Carmen, handicapped by dis- 
mal makeup. Walter Summers’ di- 
rection is dated. Wear. 


| 
| 


| 


| Dorothy Fay’s Pilgrimager 
Hollywood, July 23. 

| Dorothy Fay, who just completed 

|four westerns for Monogram, is 

playing the lead in the 17th annual 

| production of the Pilgrimage Play: 

It’s her first legit appearance in a 
couple of years. 

Final pieture of the quartet for 

| Monogram was ‘Rainbow Over the 


| Range,’ which was filmed at the ac- 





| tress’ home town, Prescott, Ariz. 
Frank Woodruff gets the director | Shooting was delayed several times 
the RKO feature, by riding accidents resulting in in- 
' juries to Warner Richmond, Dennis 
| Moore and Chuck Morrison, mem- 
| bers of the cast. 


dialog, 


camera, 


Song is ‘Come and Teach | 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


—— 





Studio experiences of a couple of Pittsburgh hoofers, Sunnie O'Dea and 
Gene Kelly, have been paralleling each other pretty closely of late. Miss 
O’Dea, who was known in her home town as Martha Bonini, and was 
originally picked up there from the amateur ranks by Benny Davis for his 
Stardust unit, was inked by U several years ago but dropped after making 
one picture, ‘Show Boat,’ in which she played Irene Dunne’s daughter. 
Now she’s going back, this time to Metro, under a termer as result of her 
click in ‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadway musical. Bee! 

Kelly, who operated a dance studio in Pittsburgh and did little theatre 
work in the town, in 1936 was ticketed by RKO but left there after a few 
months without making a single film. Now several studios are bidding 
for him again since his performance last season in ‘Time of Your Life’ 
and subsequent contract to do ‘My Pal Joey’ for George Abbott. Curiously 
enough, Kelly has let it be known that he’d prefer to be a top dance 
director rather than a star. He recently staged the numbers for Billy 
Rose's Diamond Horseshoe show and also for strdwhat revue, ‘Two Weeks 
With Pay’. 

Examination before trial of Alexander Korda, London Films Productions, 
Inc., and Alexander Korda Films Productions, originally set for Thurs- 
day (11), was shifted to Sept. 16 in N. Y. Federal court. Application for 
the postponement was made by Max D. Steuer, attorney for Samuel Gold- 
wyn, and Judge Vincent L. Leibell granted the request. 

Korda and his companies will be examined as material witnesses in 
connection with Goldwyn’s action against United Artists Corp., in the 
producer's attempt to break his distribution contract which has until 1945 
to run. All books and records material to the action are to be produced. 


Punching the clock at the Paramount h.o. means punching the clock, and 





| 


} 


not by any stand-in. A memorandum making that plain has come repu- 
tedly from above, warning that there be no substitute punching for a 
friend. 

Two gals were let out, one because she punched the cleck for a friend, 
the other (the friend) because it was discovered she was out altogether 
four days. 

‘Ballad for Americans,’ by John LaTouche and Ear! Robinson, the com- 
position that came cut of a WPA musical, ‘Sing for Your Supper,’ has now 
been set back by Metro for incorporation into ‘Babes on Broadway’ (Mickey 
Rooney-Judy Garland}, next Arthur Freed musieal production, sequel to 
‘Babes in Arms’. It was bought for $4,000 for a previous Metro picture, 
‘Strike Up the Band,’ but its growing importance as a musical work, in 
line with renewed patriotic feeling of recent weeks, decided the Coast 
studio to give it an even better production opportunity. 





Desultory stock market of recent weeks has taken its toll on Walt Disney 
Productions preferred stock. Offered to the public at $25, this week it was 
being quoted in Over-the-Counter transactions at $15-$16. Even at this 
price it is higher than the low bid price of $14. Decline is in line with 
weakness in al] picture issues which have not been helped recently by 
lack of publie participation in the market. 


‘The Fugitive, Universal release which opened Monday (22) at the 
Rialto, N. Y., was made in«England last summer under the title, ‘On the 
Night of the Fire,’ from Frederick Laurence Green's novel of the same 
pame. It was reviewed in London under. that title by Variery Nov. 22, 
1939. At that time it ran 94 minutes, but it has since been cut te 75 min- 
utes. 





Vogue of serials based on cartoon strips is doing a tailspin. Hollywood 
producers are no longer optioning screen rights to pen-and-ink cliffhanger 
books which have been flooding the newsstands for the last year. More 
than 80 of these books were in circulation a month ago but many of them 
have folded for lack of dough. Producers are convinced that Young Amer- 
ica is fed up with strip cartoons. 


ISON STUDIO, BRONX, 
STILL IS UNTENANTED 


| 
Unit production will be tried by| Edison studios in the Bronx, which 
Monogram on its forthcoming sea-| were sold six weeks ago to N. Y. 
son’s films, not only to secure more | theatre realty firm headed by Jacob 
diversification in stories but also as| Levy, have acquired no tenants as 
a means of trimming production) yet. Levy declared last week that 


Mono’s 50 (24 Westerns) 
On a Unit Prod. Basis 





costs. This was revealed at the two-| he has been deluged with idea men, 
day sales huddle of eastern district | but few with worthwhile proposi- 
eoncluded here Friday (19). Un-j|tions. As a result no production 


derstood that such a procedure was) has been done in the studios since 
agreed on following a survey of stu-| they were taken over, nor is any 
dio setup and recommendations by| planned at the moment. 

T. P. Loach, new company treasurer Levy asserted he has numerous 
and v.p. offers for turning out both feature 

Unit alignment will enable Mono and commercial pictures. Most of 
to duck much of the present produc- the would-be producers, howe se 
tion financing. According to reports; ¥@"t financing. Levy said he is pre- 
here none of the unit producers will pared to offer the usual studio 
be completely financed, or in some eredit, generally amounting to about 
instances financially aided to all by 15% of production cost, but the 
the distributing company. "| Proposition would have to be a top- 

Edward A. Golden, general sales | Pet to obtain any more than that. 
chief, who presided at the sessions, Reports that the Sam Sax-Frank 
announced three pictures in color | Orsatti Phonovision outfit had taken 
for 1940-41. Full lineup includes 26| °V€" Edison studios to make briefies 
features and 24 westerns. New for coin machines was termed inac- 
players the company has for the curate by Levy. He said there were 
coming season include Charles Bick- merely negotiations. 
ford, Boris Karloff, Gilbert 
and Irene Rich. 

Instead of going ahead with plans | 
for moving most of the home office | 
staff to the Coast, top officials at the | 
confab in N. Y. claimed that it would 
be a year and possibly never before 
any changes are made. Monogram | 


Roland | 





Paul Hueter Injured 


Toledo, O., July 23. 
Paul S. Hueter, of the American 
Theatre Supply Co., Toledo, was 
seriously injured when an airplane 
he was piloting crashed into a corn- 


has a three-year lease on its offices | acne last week (15), killing his 
in the RKO Bldg., in N. Y., and ap- | “O™Panion. , 
parently has been unable to get out | Hueter, a commercially licensed 


of this lease. Also understood that | P!/t is suffering from shock, an arm 
present high officials are opposed to | fracture, and head injuries. 


breaking up the home office organi- 
zation and splitting the activities of REBURN ENLISTS 
Toronto, July 23. 


the advertising and publicity staff 
| Stewart Reburn, skating partner of 





between here and the Coast. 
Recapitulation of actual revenues | Sonja Henie in ‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) 
obtained from the foreign market! and during her two ice-carnival 
also reveal that Mono was getting! tours, enlisted in the 48th High- 
less than 20% of its money from| landers over the weekend. 
distributing outside the domestic Former North American figure 
market. Unless the market in Great! skating champion, now a lieutenant, 
Britain and Australia is completely | claimed he had ‘put his skates away 
disrupted, it does not anticipate | for the duration because there was a 





heavy dent into this total. more important job to do.’ 
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"SPENCER TRACY in BOOM TOWN" 


EVERYWHERE 
THE TALK IS 
ABOUT M-G-M’ 
‘BOOM TOWN! 


~ 





Screen Play by John Lee Mahin ¢ Based on a@ Story by James Edward Grant ® Directed by Jack"Conway 8 Produced by Sam Zimbalist 
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Continued from page 5 | 


the theatre operator can go just so 
far in this direction. Right now he 


is Pelure 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of 
all the American distributing companies forthe current quarteriy period. Date of 


is up against a harder task in re- | 


lying on his judgment for protec- 
tion of the boxoffice. That is his 
first concern. 

Metro obtained single-feature dat- 
ing on ‘New Moon’ 
sent on release, with 


scales tilted, 


recently when | 


and plans similar deals on other of | 


its ‘A’ product. the next ‘Boom 
Town’. Accounts of Metro are be- 
ing asked to increase the admission 
one-third over the regular scale in 
playing ‘Boom Town’, except that if 
the upping one-third brings the 


price beyond 75c, it will stop at 75c. | 


This will be the ceiling under the 
negotiations now being carried on. 
Nick Schenck’'s Statement 

In a statement Monday (22), Nick 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, dis- 
cusses ‘Boom Town’ and says ‘the 
public will tell exhibitors whether 
they are willing to pay advanced 
admission prices.’ 


He adds that ‘while our sales ex- | 


Rev. 


reviews as given in Vaniery and the running time of prints are included.) 


in Var.—Reviewed in Variety 
M—Melodrama; 








WEEK 
OF 


RELEASE 


5/24/40 


| 


| 


| 








5/31/40 


} 
} 





ecutives have found out that various | 


theatre managers and circuit heads 
believe a high admission price 
should be charged for ‘Boom Town,’ 
nevertheless, we have decided to 
conduct a few test experiments in 
advance of the regular release in 
order to make certain that the 
course we recommend to those who 
have contracted for the picture is 
the wisest. Accordingly. national 
release has been set back to Aug. 
30, this also allowing time to nego- 
tiate deals at. the advanced admis- 
sions. 

Schenck said that he had been 
asked to make some statement about 
Metro’s future policy in the light of 
the present world markets. 

‘Our policy is this,’ he stated. ‘To 
proceed carefully, to economize 
where we can but never at the sac- 
rifice of quality in production. After 
all, our hope is to get the best re- 
turns from the markets open to us 
and it would be impractical to try 


to increase business with less 
worthy entertainment. 
‘Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s position 


is strong. Our 
look most encouraging. 
abreast of our schedule. 





future productions | 
We are well | 

Naturally, | 
we must face the future with some | 


flexibility in order to adapt ourseif } 


quickly to any sudden change.” 
‘Gone’ Profit Reflected 
In Loew’s 


$7,996,394 Net. 


Continued profit coming in during | 


March, April and May from ‘Gone 
With the Wind?’ is reflected in Loew’s 
comparatively strong earnings siate- 
ment for 40 weeks ending last 
June 6. This showed net profit of 
$7,996,394 against $8.173.060 
comparable period last year. or $4.39 
on each common share against $4.62 
in the 1939 comparable period. 


as 


in | 


Actually, the company’s share in| 
operating profit after subsidiaries’ 
preferred dividends was about 
$1,300,000 ahead of the first 40 
weeks of 1939. Figures showed the 
Loew share before’ depreciation, 
taxes and reserve for contingencies 


as $15,594,078 as compared with 
$14,271,675 in the first 40 weeks last 
year. 

Corporation wrote off $3,100,000 as 
reserve for contingencies and $4.- 
497.684 for depreciation and taxes. 
Loew’s included only $1,620,000 as 
reserve for contingencies for the 40 
weeks ended June 8, 1939. 

While Loew’s received the bulk 
of larger profits on ‘Gone’ from big- 
gest key cities in this country the 
latter part of December last year, 
and in January and 
eompany still was obtaining a 
steady flow of income from other 
accounts on the film during 
April May. These 
months showed up in the third quar- 
ter which 


and 


report was included in 
Loew's 40-week  siatement Be- 
sides the company was beginning to 
receive first revenue on the picture 


from foreign accounts in this third | 
| 


quarterly period. 
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TITLE AND COMPANY TYPE 
TEXAS STAGECOACH (Col) w 
ON THE SPOT (Mono) M 
THE BISCUIT EATER (Par) cD 
YOU CAN’T FOOL YOUR WIFE (RKO) CD 
ROCKY MOUNTAIN RANGERS (Rep) Ww 
LILLIAN RUSSELL (20th) RD 
OUR TOWN (UA) D 
TORRID ZONE (WB) cD 
LONE“WOLF MEETS LADY (Col) M 
THE PHANTOM RAIDERS (M-G) cD 
THOSE WERE THE DAYS (Par) Cc 
BILL OF DIVORCEMENT (RKO) D 
GIRL IN 313 (20th) RD 
LA CONGA NIGHTS (U) cD 
BAD MAN FROM RED BUTTE (U) Ww 
MURDER IN THE AIR (WB) M 
PASSPORT TO ALCATRAZ (Col) M 
SUSAN AND GOD (M-G) Cc 
HIDDEN GOLD (Par) w 
WAGONS WESTWARD (Rep) Ww 
SAINT TAKES OVER (RKO) M 
EARTHBOUND (20th) D 
NO EXIT (U) D 
BROTHER ORCHID (WB) cD 
GIRLS OF THE ROAD (Col) D 
THE MORTAL STORM (M-G) M 
SAFARI (Par) RD 
GRAND OLD OPRY (Rep) Cc 
CARSON CITY KID (Rep) w 
TOM BROWN’S SCHOOL DAYS (RKQ) D 
FOUR SONS (20th) D 
SANDY IS A LADY (WU) D 
FUGITIVE FROM JUSTICE (WB) M 
PRAIRIE LAW (RKO) w 
THE CAPTAIN IS A LADY (M-G) cD 
THE GHOST BREAKERS (Par) ©. 
POP ALWAYS PAYS (RKO) Cc 
CHAN’S MURDER CRUISE (20th) M 
I CAN’T GIVE YOU ANYTHING BUT 

LOVE, BABY (U) D 
GAMBLING ON HIGH SEAS (WB) D 
BLONDIE BEWARE (Col) Cc 
RETURN OF WILD BILL (Col) w 
ONE MAN’S LAW (Rep) Ww 
NEW MOON (M-G) MU 
QUEEN OF THE MOB (Par) M 
ANNE OF WINDY POPLARS (RKO) D 
LUCKY CISCO KID (20th) RD 
OUT WEST WITH PEPPERS (Col) Cc 
ANDY HARDY MEETS DEBUTANTE (M-G) C 
GOLDEN TRAIL (Mono) Ww 
WAY OF ALL FLESH (Par) D 
DR. CHRISTIAN MEETS WOMEN (RKO) CD 
SAILOR’S LADY (20th) cD 
PRIVATE AFFAIRS (U) cD 
MAN WHO TALKED TOO MUCH (WB) D 
SPORTING BLOOD (M-G) D 
STAGE COACH WAR (Par) w 
SCATTERBRAIN (Rep) Cc 
MANHATTAN HEARTBEAT (20th) cD 
BLACK DIAMONDS (U) M 
MY LOVE CAME BACK (WB) RD 
ALL THIS AND HEAVEN, TOO (WB) RD 
MILITARY ACADEMY (Cel) D 
HAUNTED HOUSE (Mono) M 
WE WHO ARE YOUNG (M-G) CD 
CAROLINA MOON (Rep) Ww 
CROSS COUNTRY ROMANCE (RKO) RD 
MARYLAND (20th) RD 
SOUTH OF PAGO PAGO (UA) D 
ARIZONA CYCLONE (U) w 
LADIES MUST LIVE (WB) Cc 
BLONDIE HAS SERVANT (Col) Cc 
BOYS OF THE CITY (Mono) M 
PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (M-G) RD 
UNTAMED (Par) ED 
STAGE TO CHINO (RKO) Ww 
MILLIONAIRES IN PRISON (RKO) M 
YOU’RE NOT SO TOUGH (U) M 
LADY IN QUESTION (Col) Cc 
GOLDEN GLOVES (Par) M 
THE SEA RAIDER (Par) D 
QUEEN OF DESTINY (RKO) RD 
THE GREAT PROFILE (20th) Cc 
THE MAN 1 MARRIED (26th) RD 
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Action on Wurizel’s Sked 8/16/40 





Hollywood, July 23. 
Comedy and action make up Sol 
M. Wurtzel’s entire new production 

slate of nine pictures at 20th-Fox. 
Schedule consists of ‘Pier 13’ and 
‘Girl From Avenue A,’ 
completed; ‘Yesterday's 
‘Charlie Chan 


Heroes,’ 
in New York’ and 
‘Charter Pilot,’ now before’ the 
cameras, and ‘Heil Jennie,’ ‘The 
Private Practice of Michael] Shane,’ 
‘Corncob Kelly’s Benefit’ and an un- 
titled Cisco Kid, in preparation, 


recently | 





6/12 





8 23,40 





7/24 


7/24 


C—Comedy: 


COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC, 


CD—Cemedy-Drama; W—Western; 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 


Key to Type Abbreviations 
D—Drama; 


R. T.—Running Time 











MODERN MONTE CRISTO (U) 
THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT (WB) 


THE SECRET SEVEN (Col) 
BOOM TOWN (M-G) 

DOOMED TO DIE (Mono) 
CHAMBER OF HORRORS (Mono) 
ONE CROWDED NIGHT (RKO) 
STREET OF MEMORIES (20th) 
CAPTAIN CAUTIOUS (UA) 
BOYS FROM SYRACUSE (U) 
RIVER'S END (WB) 


THE DURANGO KID (Col) 
GOLDEN FLEECING (M-G) 
LAUGHING AT DANGER (Mono) 
COMIN’ ROUND THE MOUNTAIN (Par) 
STRANGER ON THIRD FLOOR (RKO) 
RETURN OF FRANK JAMES (20th) 
HIRED WIFE (U) 

ALL THIS, HEAVEN TOO (WB) 


HE STAYED FOR BREAKFAST (| 
I LOVE YOU AGAIN (M-G) 
MISSING PEOPLE (Mono) 
ARIZONA FRONTIER (Mono) 
RANGE BUSTERS (Mono} 

THE GREAT McGINTY (Par) 
LUCKY PARTNERS (RKO) 
GIRL FROM AVENUE A (20th) 
THE SEA HAWK (WB) 


Col) 


z | ZeuSeee0% Eo 


2) 
co) 


sauvues 


cD 


- - 
woasatson 


RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Masical 
TALENT R. T. 
C. Starrett-I. Meredith 59 
F. Darre-M. Kernman 62 


B. Lee-C. Hickman-H. Millard 82 
L. Ball-J. Ellison-E. Dunn 65 
R. Livingsten-R. Hatton-D. Renaldo 55 


A. Faye-D. Ameche-H, Fonda 127 
W. Holden-M. Scott-F. Bainter 90 
J. Cagney-A. Sheridan 87 
W. William-J. Muir-E, Blore 62 


W. Pidgeon-F. Rice-J. Schildkraut 706 
W. Holden-E. Stone-B. Granville 70 
M, O’Hara-A. Menjou-F. Bainter 7 
F. Rice-K. Tayler-J. Valerie 56 
H. Herbert-C, Moore-D. O'Keefe 60 
J. M. Brown-B,. Baker-F, Knight 58 
R. Reagn-L. Lys 55 
J. Holt-C. Callejo-M. Rosenbloom 60 


J. Crawford-F. March-R, Hayworth 115 


W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
C. Merris-A. Leuise-B, Jones 70 
G. Sanders-W. Barrie 68 
W. Baxter-A. Leeds-L. Bari 67 
W. Ford-K. Adams 

E, 88 


G. RebinsonA, Sothern 
A. DvOrak-L. Lane-H, Mack 
M, Sullavan-J. Stewart-F,. Morgan 100 

82 


M. CarroH-D, Fairbanks, Jr. 

Weaver Bros.-Elviry-L. Ranson 68 
R. Regers-G. Hayes-B. Steele 66 
J. Lydon-F, Bartholomew 88 


D. Ameche-M. B. Hughes-A. Curtis 88 


Baby Sandy-M. Auer-N. Grey 62 
R. Pryor-L. Fairbanks 54 
G. O’Brien-V. Vale-D. Hogan 59 
V. Grey-B. Burke-C, Coburn 63 
B. Hope-P. Goddard-R. Carlson 83 
L. Erroi-D. O’Keefe-A. Pearce 65 
S. Toler-M. Weaver-L. Atwill 70 
J. Downs-P. Moran-B. Crawford 

W. Morris-J. Wyman 

P. Singleton-A. Lake-L. Sims 

B. Elliott-I. Meredith-L. Walters 60 
D. Barry-J. Waldo-G,. Cleveland 57 
J. MacDenaid-N. Eddy-M. Beland 105 
R. Bellamy-W. Henry-J. Cagney 60 
A. Shirley-J. Ellison-P. Knowles 85 
C. Romero-M. B. Hughes-E. Venable 67 
E. Fellowes-D. Peterson 63 
M. Rooney-L. Stone-J. Garland 87 
T. Ritter-I. Guest 

A. Tamiroff-G. George-W. Henry 82 
J. Hersholt-E. Kennedy-D. Lovett 65 
N. Kelly-J. Hall-J. Davis 67 
H. Herbert-N. Kelly-R. Young 75 
G. Brent-V. Bruce-B. Marshall 76 
L. Stone-R. Young-W. Gargan 81 
W. Boyd-R. Hayden-B. Wood 61 
J. Canova-A. Mowbray-R. Donnelly 70 
R, Sterling-V. Gilmore-J, Davis 71 


R. Arlen-A. Devine 
0. de Haviland-E. Albert-J. Wyman 81 


C, Boyer-B. Davis 140 
T. Kelly-B. Jordan 

M,. M. Jones-J, Moran 

L. Turner-J. Shelton-G. Lockhart 78 
G. Autry-S. Burnette-J. Storey 65 
G. Raymond-W. Barrie 66 
W. Brennan-F. Bainter-B. Joyce 90 
V. McLaglien-F. Farmer-Jon Hall 100 
J.M. Brown-F. Knight-B. Baker 

W. Morris-R. Lane 

P. Singleton-A. Lake 66 
East Sidé Kids 

G. Garson-L. Olivier-M. Boland 117 
R. Milland-P. Morison-A. Tamiroff 82 
G. O’Brien-V. Vale 

L. Tracy-L. Hayes-V. Vale 63 
Dead End Kids—N, Grey 7 
B. Aherne-R. Hayworth-G. Ford 

R. Denning -J. Cagney-R. Paige 

H. Wilcoxon-C Landis-O Stevens 

A. Neagle-A. Walbrook 

J. Barrymore-M. B. Hughes 

J. Bennett-F. Lederer 76 
V. McLagien-A. Nagle 

G. Raft-A. Sheridan 93 
B. Bennett-F. Bright 

C. Gable-S. Tracy-C, Colbert 

B. Karloff-M. Reynolds 

L. Banks-L. Palmer-G. Malo 

B Seward-D Costello-W Haade 

J. McGuire-L. Roberts 71 
V. Mature-L. Platt-B. Cabot 

A. Jones-M, Raye-J. Penner 72 
D. Morgan-E, Earl-Vy, Jory 

C. Starrett-L, Walters 

L. Ayres-R. Johnson-V. Grey 

F. Darro-J. Hedges-G. Huston 

B. Burns-U. Merkel-P. Barrett 

P. Lorre-J. McGuire-M. Tallichet 

H. FOnda-A. Leeds-J, Cooper 

R. Russell-B. Aherne 

B. Davis-C. Boyer-B. O'Neill 140 


M. Dougias-L. Young-U. O’Connor 

W. Powell-M. Loy-F. McHugh 

W. Fyffe-L. Harding-K. Walsh 

T. Ritter-S. Andrews-E. Finley 

R. Corrigan-J, King-L. Walters 

B. Donlevy-M. Angelus-A. Tamiroff 81 
G, Rogers-R. Colman-F. Wray 

J. Withers-K. Taylor-K. Aldridge 


E. Flynn-B. Marshall-C. Rains 127 





Anti-Trust Case 


Continued from page 7 


_ 


the near future,’ Doyle continued. 
‘If the parties are able to reach a 
satisfactory settlement soon, it is 
hoped that you will be available to 
consider and enter the decree dur- 
ing your vacation, whereupon it will] 
become immediately effective.’ 

Judge Goddard said he will con- 
sider the decree whenever presented, 

Ne Meetings Since Thurs. 

There have been no meetings of 
counsel since last Thursday (18), 
although much was accomplished 
towards a settlement in the three 
days at the first of last week. It 
was at these meetings that the five 
theatre-owning companies decided 
to go ahead with the plans for a 
consent decree settlement, disre- 
garding Columbia, Universal and 
United Artists, who had participated 
in discussivns prior to that date but 
had never assented to the new sales’ 
proposals. It is the contention of the 
first two companies that abolishment 
of blockbooking and _ blind-selling 
will bring about undue hardships on 
the conduct of their business. They 
are not »pposed to some of the other 
provisious in the proposed decree 
pertaining to arbitration of differ- 
ences with exhibitors. 

Paul D. Williams and James V. 
Hayes, of the Justice Department 
| staff, conferred in Washington over 
' the weekend with Thurman Arnold, 
head of the anti-trust = division, 
When conferences resume today 
(Wed.) they will state the Depart- 
ment’s position with reference to 
suspension of the decree if it is 
found unworkable after a reasonable 





trial period. It is stated that the 
Government side is reluctant to 
forego all the provisions agreed 


upon in the decree, if a new bill of 
complaint for trial is drawn. Com- 
promise is expected on this point. 

Film anti-trust suit was started in 
| July, 1938. Although the decree will 
become immediately effective upon 
acceptance by the court, its pro- 
visions will not be operative until 
the exhibition season of 1941-42, it 
| is said. 


IATSE Shuffled 


Continued from page 7 











claim there has been no interference 
with programs and that none of its 
employees is represented in the 
picket lines. 

Don Gilman. v.p. in charge of the 
NBC western division, stated: 

‘The picket line which was thrown 
around the NBC studio does not con- 
tain any employees of this company 
who are on strike. In fact, there are 
i'no employees of whom we _ have 
any knowledge who are concerned in 
the unions represented on the 
ners carried in this 
| ‘NBC is ready at any time and has 


ban- 


picket line 


been ready to negotiate with any 
labor organization which has proper 
representation under the law among 
our employees. We dc not interfere 


with our employees right of collec- 
tive bargaining. This picket line 
was thrown about us with no notice 
other than a telephone conversation 
\five or 10 minutes before the pick- 
lets arrived.’ 

Gilman has suggested the 
| be submitted to the National Labor 
Relations Board for a decision 

In the meantime, the unions have 
been conferring with officials of the 
|musicians and American Federation 
of Radio Artists to determine what 
support these organizations can give 
them. Because of international con- 
tracts with NBC it believed any 
sympathy strike by musicians or 
|AFRA would not be possible with- 
out breaking their contract. 


matter 


1S 


Radio Writers Vote Aug. 5 
A general membership meeting 
of the Radio Writers Guild has been 
called for Aug. 5 to vote on ac- 


ceptance of a basic wage agreement 
with the transcription companies 
The -Screen Office Employees 
Guild, which claims to represent 
1,800 white collar studio workers, 
is seeking a minimum six-hour call 
| for workers who report after 6 p.m., 
and four hours for those employed 


j between 6am. and 6 p.m. The 
minimum call for the graveyard 
shift reporting after 12 midnight 


would be eight hours. The SOEG is 
/now waiting for the NLRB to set 
a date for an election of clerical em- 
| Ployees to designate a collective bar- 
| alning representative. 


TITLE CHANGES 


" Hollywood, July 23. 
Calling All Husbands’ new handle 
for ‘Good Men Don't Marry’ at War- 
| ners. 
| ‘All Night Program’ became ‘Milk- 
man’s Matinee’ at Republic. 

‘Stunt Man’ was changed to ‘I’m 
Still Alive’ at RKO. 
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met with Barney Balaban and others 
Monday (22) on the consent decree 
and also, as a committee, held a 
meeting themselves in Wilby’s hotel 
quarters. Wilby is understood to 
have been elected chairman of the 
movement declared under way to 
combat the consent decree generally 
but selling in blocks of five particu- 
Jarly. The five partners are expect- 
ed to leave N. Y. today (Wed.) or 
tomorrow ‘(Thurs.) following further 
huddling. 

One of the Par partners stated that 
he believes it questionable whether 
a consent decree will be signed be- 
cause ‘it has too many bad things 
in it’ This larger operator a!so de- 
clared that ‘it would set a bad prece- 
dent’ and may ‘lead to future hard- 
ships,’ because of concessions, 
through weakness, that would be 
given now. 

With respect to 
blocks of five, the 
operator pointed out that he would 
require two very capable men for 
viewing of the product alone Ww ho 
ihen would be unable to devote any 
time to operation. 

Pointing out that his circuit plans 


buying film in 


Par partner- 


two and three months ahead on film, | 


especially for holidays that are com- 
ing. this operator, one of shrewdest 
in the business, added that he would 
be always right on top of pictures if 
he could buy only five at a clip. He 
also stressed what would happen to 
the little exhibitor whe had per- 
haps only one house but was 150 
miles from the nearest exchange. 
Such an exhib, if in duals, may re- 
quire six or more pictures weekly, 
making his problem all the worse, 
but in any event hed have to have 
somebody at the various company 
exchanges constantly looking at pic- 
tures and negotiating for them. 

Another leading Par partner con- 
firmed his opposition to anything 
forcing him to buy film in small 
groups and indicated he was far 
from being alone in this respect. 

A leading major circuit operator 
who predicted that ‘you can gamble 
100 to one most exhibitors don't 
want to buy pictures in small 
groups,’ stated that seeing and nego- 
tiating for only five films at a time 
would work untold hardship. 

100 Days Just to See Pix 

He cited that a circuit or theatre 

might require, say, 300 


Continued from page 7 


pictures. 


Consent 





them intelligently,’ he added. “Thus, 
a total of 100 days would have to be 
spent in just seeing the pictures. On 
top of that, you would have to nego- 
tiate with each distrib after seeing 
the films, allowing additional time 
for that. And it might be tougher 
settling on five than it now is when 
sitting down to make a deal for 50.’ 
| This same source, together with 
others, also fear buying in groups of 
five after trade screenings because 
'then there would be no such thing 
as adjustments in case ine pictures 


turned out bad in the block pur- 
chases. Point taken was that then 
the distributor had a swell out on 


the ground that ‘you saw the pic- 
tures before you bought them and 
knew what you were doing.’ 

In some quarters, including among 
indies, it is believed the distribs may 
have the best of it in the long run 
by selling groups of five which they 
could make up as they pleased. In 
other circles, the opinion is ex- 
pressed that the consent decree 


might create buying combines, side, 


agreements among. exhibs,  etc., 
putting the distrib behind the eight- 
ball. 
Fallacy of Blocks of 5 

Presumption is that the distribs 
would make up blocks of five with 
a hit picture and see to it that ‘dogs’ 
went into the same group. In this 
connection, theatre operators fear 
that if a good picture comes along, 
he may have to take four poor ones 
in order to get it. 
cellation privileges up to 20° of the 
total bought is permitted, if the dis- 
trib sold in five’s only, there would 
be no cancellation whatever and he 
(the distrib) would be able to get 
rid of everything he made. Also, 
under blocks of five, the exhibitor- 
| buyer would be in no position to 
get the distrib to drop pictures at 


the tail-end of seasons in return for | 


|a promise to negotiate a new deal 
|for the coming year. 
This is all aside from the cost 


| Joaded upon the exhibitor in seeing | 


| all film that was made, negotiating 
| separate deals, and being in doubi 
/as to how much of a given company’s 
| product he could get. He might find 
| the distrib going to another customer 
|} on a block of five he didn’t want, 
jand that the distrib would 
'favor or incline to the new cus- 
|tomer. Presumption is that open- 


This would mean, it was outlined,| bidding would not- figure, but if it 
that this many feature films would | did then prices might go away out of 


have to be seen during. the 
months. ‘No one can see more than 
three in a day if he is going to view 


TTT 
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For the distrib the cost of 
| selling and holding trade screenings 
in all exchange centers, would also 
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GONE WITH 
THE WIND 


GWT W will not be shown except 

at advanced prices, at least until “41 

For Reservations Call Cl 6-4642 
Air-Conditioned 


ASTOR ix 
ALL SEATS RESERVED 
Twice Daily 2:15, 8:15 p. m. 
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PARAMOUNT |": 
‘Untamed | In Person 


Louis 
with 


Armstrong 

% | And His Orch. 

Ray Milland | Ethel Waters 
Midnite Screen Shows 
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Starts Thurs., July 25 
Vivien Leigh 
; Laurence Olivier 
DAYS 
TOGETHER" 
In Person 
Andy Kirk 
Dixie Dunbat 
Bert Wheeler 


Last Times Wed. 
Spencer Trac: | «oy 


“EDISON 
THE MAN” 
In Person i 
Russ Morgan & ore | 
George Beatty 
Ethel Shutta { 


2nd Week 


Jeanette 


Slet Street 
Nelson 
EDDY 


MOON” 


Breadwey 


MacDONALD - 


“NEW 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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OPENS FRIDAY, JULY 26 


GEORGE RAFT 
ANN SHERIDAN 


In a New Warner Bros. Success 


“THEY DRIVE BY NIGHT” 


In WILL And His 
Person OSBORNE Orchestra 
Air- Broadway 
Conditioned STRAND & 47th St. 





Where now can- | 


then | 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“ALL THIS AND 
HEAVEN TOO” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 














Bert Wheeler’s Musical 
Hollywood, July 23. 

Allen Jones and Bert Wheeler wil! 
| be co-starred by Paramount in ‘Las 
Vegas,’ a musical, 

This marks Wheeler’s return to 
sereen since dissolving of Wheeler- 
' Woolsey combo by latter’s death. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


mount up. Where now he sells his 
entire program of 50 at one time, 
if it was reduced to five at a clip, 
then he'd have to sell customers 10 
times over, 

The distributor, forced to make 
important concessions in return for 


. . | 
retaining his theatres, is in the un-! 


bistaace 


comfortable position of making these 


concessions for all exhibitors and, in | 
feeling the pinch through his 


turn 
own theatres. 

An official in distribution pointed 
out that the consent decree, if to be 
written in all its details, may be a 


long ways off because the exhibition | 
branch is vitally concerned in it. The | 


angle is that, after all, the exhibs 
may feel they are entitled to some 
say as to how they're going to buy 
film and operate. 

Some Indies Incline to It 

Several leading independent ex- 
hibitors in the Greater New York 
area were coniacted on the consent 
decree by VARIETY. 

William Brandt, of the Brandt 
| Bros. circuit which resents duals, 
stated that it was his belief that 
outside of a handful, every exhibitor 
would like to buy his product for 
a season and know what he was 
going to have. 

Brandt stated that his circuit pre- 
ferred to buy a whole company’s 
program, with the cancellation 
clause a part of the deal and that 
the present system of distribution is 
most desirable because buying in 
packages of five would mean much 


doubt, waste of time and cost money. 


This independent favors some suit- 


able arbitration system covering 
protection, clearance and _ other 


| points, however, 

‘T'll make a bet that if the consent 
decree goes through, it won’t last a 
year, Brandt also declared. 

Max A. Cohen, operator of the 
, Cinema circuit and president of the 
| Allied Theatre Owners of New York, 
does not believe that the increased 
cost of selling to be borne by the 
distributor will reach the _ point 
where it will overbalance the upped 
prices on film obtained if selling is 

in bunches of five. He has the fol- 
lowing to say: 


| the power between seller and buyer, 
|putting it on a more reasonable 
| plane, but all I can see is that the 
| power of the distributor will be in- 
/creased under the provisions of the 
|; consent decree so far as sales in 
| blocks of five are concerned. 

‘I would prefer that the method 
| of selling remained as it is at pres- 
ient, together with cancellation 
| privileges. To disturb the present 
| method of selling would be fatal to 
ithe independent subsequent 
| theatre.’ 

| Holding that ironing out the kinks 


(in distribution is the only solution, | 


‘Cohen favors arbitration and be- 
/lieves that it would definitely tend 


to maintain the balance of power, | 
whereas anything that would limit | 
=} the 


steady flow of product would 
‘disturb this balance. 

Cohen pointed out that he has 
theatres which change seven times 
weekly and raises the point as to 
whether ‘I'd have to stay in the ex- 
changes all week looking at pictures 
and buying them.’ The head of the 
Cinema circuit also fears for the 


that all I have to sell to you is five 
films.’ 

It has been indicated that the 
complaints on which the Govern- 
ment based its suit against the ma- 
jors came from smaller indies, many 
of whom are out of business now, 
claiming they were driven 
| Cohen takes the position that this 
;complaint was not against the dis- 
itributors but against larger theatre 
;operators to whom the 
‘naturally catered through ability to 





place larger contracts, get higher 
film rentals, etc. In other cases it 


Was one theatre op who ran another 
out of business, as happens in other 
fields through one being stronger or 
a better business-man. 

George Walsh, veteran theatre 
operator, is another who holds to the 
theory that buying five films at a 
time from each distributor would be 
ruinous as well as costly. One of 
the angles he fears would hurt 
would be the necessity of taking 
four ‘pups’ when along came a sin- 


gle picture that was sorely needed | 


and wanted. 
Charles Casey Opposes 
A dissenting note, in favor of 
small group buying, is lent by 
Charles Casey, of the Wheeler & 
Casey circuit. 


He thinks that possibly the pro- | 
ducer would see to it that he made: 
sell | 


better pictures if he had to 
them five at a time Other features 
of such a Sales system also appeal 
,to this independent. If Metro had 
one group, for instance, 
very good, he theorizes, this group 
might be purchased but that if the 


‘We have been trying to equalize | 


run 


worst when he requires a lot of pic- | 
tures because ‘the salesman will say | 


out. | 


distribs | 


that was! 


good, the exhibitor could pass it up 
lor pay less in film rental. 
| Casey also opines that maybe a 
| buyer would want four pictures out 
fof a group of five and be willing to 
| pay as much as for the w hole five, 
in which event the distrib might 
palm off the additional feature on 
someone else, this to the distrib 
representing gravy. 

Against the Neely bill from the be- 
| ginning, the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of America, which numbers 
| affiliated circuits of the majors, is 
} expected to find this proposal much 
in disfavor because of the burdens 
which it would place upon the 
buyer, 


[zo0a, group available wasn't 50 





Excess Profits 


(Lo. «Continued from page Rot ate 
| 


that event, also, it is felt that proper 
credits for increased or new capital 
investments should be provided for. 
Expressing fears of what the tax, as 
| originally suggested by President 
| Roosevelt, would do to the theatres 
| particularly, one of the leading ope- 
| rators succinctly declared: ‘I believe 
| they're trying to run us out of busi- 
| ness.’ 

It is thought in industry circles 
| that there may be an exemption at 
ithe beginning of $3,000 but that the 
| old 8 deduction on invested capital 
|} may be increased to around 10%. 


The worst part of the threatened 
excess profits taxation, as it is under- 
stood by the experts, is that any 
profits over and above the $3,C00 plus 
the 8% or 10% deduction on invested 
capital, will be taxable in a gradu- 
ated manner up to a back-breaking 
figure. 








Present System 


At present any business may make 
a stated valuation and pay a tax on 
that amount at a specified rate per 
$1,000 of valuation. Thus, if placing 
it high enough for protection, there 
is no excess nor graduation unless 
the business earns over that declared 
| figure. However, if this is not per- 
| mitted, the deduction of 8% or 10%, 
| whatever the rate, will be allowed | 
only and strictly on the amount of | 
invested capital which exists in the 
corporation or business. 

Thus, a theatre may have an in- 
vestment of only around $20,000, in- 
cluding its equipment, yet earns $50,- 
000 a year. Also, many theatres are 

leased instead of being owned, which 
brings up the point instantly that it 
would be much better if they were 
owned outright should the excess 
profits bill be written as proposed. 

Assumption in the industry is that 
the excess profits nick will apply to 
corporations rather than individual 
theatres on a breakdown. On the 
| Other hand many theatres are in in- 
| dividual corporations covering just 
the one house, while others are 
grouped. The tax, if onerous and not 
|; permitting declared valuations of 
| properties based on earning power, 
might result in considerable juggling 
of theatres and re-grouping so that 
losing operations would ae | 
balance the big money-makers. How- 
ever, in many instances there are dif- 
ferent partners and an_ untold 
amount of difficulty might arise | 
along such lines. 

It is believed that if a compromise 
cannot be reached along Canadian 
| lines, the tax may be a combination 
of the World War profits tax and the 
post-war excess profits tax. 

The excess over the deductions of 
$3,000 generally and 8% of invested 
capital was set up as follows: 

(1). On amounts equal to 20% of 
invested capital less excess profits | 
deductions, tax was 30%. 

(2). On amounts over 20% 
vested capital, tax was 65%. 

(3). On the excess of net income 





of in- 


STROM CAUSES 
NW ALLIED RIFT 





Minneapolis, July 23.° 

A split in the ranks of the terri- 
tory’s independent exhibitors is be- 
lieved to be in the offing in conse- 
quence of the wresting of control of 
Northwest Allied, the indies’ organi- 
zation, away from the W. A. Sieffes- 
Bennie Berger dominating group by 
a faction which has been at logger- 
|heads with it. This faction suc- 


ceeded in putting over their candi- 
date, Fred Strom, for executive 
secretary, instead of Ben Ashe who 
was favored by the Berger crowd. 
The executive secretary will run the 
organization in place of Steffes, re- 
tired because of illness. 


Moreover, the Steffes crowd is 
miffed further because Sol Lebedoff, 
local exhibitor who has been fight- 
ing Steffes for several years and 
threatening to form an opposition 
organization, was chosen Minneapolis 
governor, treasurer and a member 
of the committee of three which will 
aid the executive secretary in 
| managing the body’s affairs. Now 
'the talk is that the Berger group is 
planning to withdraw from North- 
west Allied and organize its own 
unit to be closely association with 
national Allied States. 

The disgruntled ones point out 
that many of those now in control of 
Northwest Allied did not support or 
cooperate with the body when 
Steffes was its head and that, even 
without them, the organization did 
O.K. in protecting the interests of 
exhibitors, including the non-co- 
operating and non-dues paying pres- 
ent leaders, 

It’s also asserted that ‘independent 
exhibitors are facing a crisis of 
grave importance, with the issues in- 
volved too important to be placed in 
incompetent and inexperienced 
hands.’ 

The Lebedoff group say it is just 
asking for a three months’ trial te 
demonstrate its capability. It pro- 
poses to keep down expenses and 
dues, thoroughly organize the state, 
get film rentals reduced, percentage 
eliminated, clearance wrongs 
righted, etc. 








WRIGHT CAUTIOUS ON 
REOPENING RIVOLI, N.Y. 


The only house of major import- 
ance in New York to be closed down, 
the Rivoli, will remain dark until 
possibly the end of August. 

John Wright, managing direcior. 
states that he is lining up product 
now but that until he is set on a 
sufficient supply of film well into the 





| fall, he will not reopen the theatre. 





9-Mo. WB-AFM Deadlock 
May Be Settled Soon 


Philadelphia, July 23 
Two meetings between representa- 
tives of Local 77, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, and the Stanley- 
Warner circuit have been held with- 
in the past 10 days in an effort to 
end the deadlock now nearing its 
ninth month. Meetings were held 
last Monday (15) and Friday (19), at 
which Frank Phelps, Warner labor 
expert, attended. Both sides ex- 








over war-profits deductions, tax 80%, 


less the sum of taxes paid under | 
items 1 and 2 

For the year 1918 this tax pro- | 
| duced a total of $2,505,565,939. 


Pic Trend Away From 


| 
} 


Prairies Into the Hills’ 


Hollywood, July 23. 

Off the prairies and into the 
Ozarks is the new trend at Republic, 
where the nasal twang of the hill- 
billy may be heard above the croon 
|Of the cowboy. The homely grunt 
of the razorback hawg echoes amid 
the wail of the coyote and the bark 
of the six-gun. 

As the trend goes uphill, Judy Ca- 
nova and the Weaver Bros. and El- 
viry climb in importance on the 
Republic lot. Latest addition to the 
/mountaineers is Rufe Davis, who will 
hoe corn on the Arkansaw hillsides 
when he is not riding with the Mes- 
quiteers on the Arizona desert. 





pressed the hope that the matter 
would be ironed out satisfactorily 
soon, but no one would make any 
predictions as to how soon. 

Said Ted Schlanger, Warner zone 
head: ‘We still are far apart in re- 
garding the issues involved, but the 
mere fact that we have resumed ne- 
gotiations is a good sign in itself.’ 

A union spokesman expressed the 
same views, stating: ‘We may be able 
to work out a reasonable solution if 
the company is willing to meet us 
half way.’ 

It is believed that even if a seitle- 
ment is effected in the controversy, 
any immediate reemployment of mu- 
sicians is out of the question. The 
Warner chain will probably hold off 


| in this matter until the fall. 


Warners has been holding out for 
the right to rehire musicians only in 
theatres following a vaude policy, 
which would restrict this only to the 
Earle and the Stanley, Camden. The 
union is demanding that bands be re- 
hired in the six nabes in which Jive 
musie was featured before Dec. 1. 











| 
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The big-money show package of the year!... 

Playing to 202% to 268% of normal nbete spon 
in all test situations to date! The greatest pic- 
tures Disney ever made ... COMBINED! ... in 
one big feast of glorious entertainment! ... 


Special Advertising and Accessories!... 


- GRAB IT-—QUICK! 


the Great 





> WALT DISNEY | 
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Distributed by RKO Radio Pictures 













i 


99 


el 


RADIO 


Wednesday, July 24, 1910 





Dorothy Thompson, Guest of Canada’s 


‘Let's Face Facts Program, Is a Wow 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 





wN 
| , : sly NS announcer, last week made a commercial short film 
diame ore Carol Irwin to L. A. Pg Bn gh Piel Prof. Quiz and Bob Trout....Frank Roehrenbeck, WiiN 
etna, Same 5. Carol Irwin, supervisor of day- g.m., back from Greenwood Lake ... Herbert L. Pettey, director of 
The first of the new series Of| time radio for Young & Rubicam, same station, returned from Chicago. ... William Post, Jr., will commute : 
weekly talks on world affairs en-| planes Friday (26) to the Coast to | ‘John’s Other Wife’ broadcasts while he’s in the cast of ‘Midsumm- - 


titled ‘Let’s Face the Facts’ was de- 
livered by Dorothy Thompson over 
the Canadian network Sunday night 


look over the agency’s programs in 
Los Angeles and San Francisco and 
possibly launch a couple of new 








| Night’s Dream’ at Mohawk Drama Festival... .Charite Bauer, of ‘Orph: 

| of Divorce,’ was daughter ta Papa Sinclair Lewis in ‘Ah, Wilderness!’ ;: 
Spring Lake, N. J.....Helen Menken, trying out ‘By Any. Other Name’ a: 
the Princeton strawhat next week, will commute for her ‘Second Husbana’ 


, (21) and in less than 24 hours had | cerjes there. 
become something of a Dominion Due back in about a week. series. 
, classic. It was probably the most | poe aia Mary Mason, of ‘Betty and Bob’ cast, written out of the script for sev- 


Ger- | 


powerful indictment of Nazi 


| aany, the most brilliant espousal of | C ANDY BARS SPONSOR 


racy, the most stirring word portrait | 
of Winston Churchill yet presented ! 
via radio either in Canada or else-| 
where in the British Empire. Prime | 
Minister Mackenzie King long-dis- 
danced congrats to Miss Thompson 
from Canada after the broadcast. 


WXYZ’S ‘NED JORDAN’ 


—— 


Detroit, July 23. 


House Candy bars) will start spon- 
sorship Aug. 13 of ‘Ned Jordan, 


Walter Johnson Candy Co. (Power 





Woodbury (‘Nick’) Carter 
Writer, actor, producer, Nick 
ment at WTRY, Troy, N. Y. 

During his radio career, he has 
handled all kinds of shows, display- 
ling a versatility which is reflected 
in the popularity of his work on 
| Troy’s new radio outlet. 





‘Carter heads the program depart- | 











eral weeks while she does a strawhat date at New Hope, Pa., then Strato- 
liners to visit her family in Hollywood....Janice Gilbert, of ‘Second Hus- 
band,’ has an exhibit of her paintings in a 57th street gallery....Yvette 
' Baruch, sister of announcer Andre Baruch, has a new song series, ‘I Just 
Came to Sing,’ over WINS Saturday afternoons....Stm Taylor's ‘Holly- 
wood Sound Stage’ series has been increased from three to nine stanzas 
| weekly over WHEN from the Coast .Leon Janney taking brief vamoose 
from radio to appear in ‘Adolescent’ film to be shot in. Miami by George 
| Hirliman....Jo Tonge, of AFRA’s h.o., cooling off in New Hampshire. 

' Elliott M. Sanger, WQXR siation manager, to Nantucket for sailing an¢ 





a oe we ee S A , : P d | fishing....Peggy Scheuermann, of the Radio Writers Guild, goes to the 
° : . *) ce o 5 ' eens —¢€ . . . ° 
manancy in the national literature. | Secret Agent, antl-espionage drama, | Coast next week for a month's vacation....Republican nabobs dickering 


over WXYZ. Detroit, Michigan nete- 
work and WGN, Chicago. Placed by 
Franklyn Bruck agency, New York. 

‘Jordan’ is produced by WXYZ 


She established this new CBC series 
overnight as one of the most popular 
in the Dominion 

The keynote of Miss Thompson's 


AIR ADVERTISING FOR 





BALL-PADDLE GADGET 


for Ray Middleton, the Lyn Murray chorus, ete., to repeat the ‘Ballad for 
Americans’ from Ellwood, Ind., with the broadcast of Willkie’s acceptance 
....Columbia record Kate Smith’s ‘Johnny Appleseed’ per- 
formance. 


records may 


From the Production Centres 








rddress was clearly indicated in her <2 — Pace reanny BB oq Joseph Bloom, g.m. of Forjoe Co., station rep, announces he will be mar- | 

opening remarks. She pointed up = sate 9 lbaager AB “Sl +s miaanied Cleveland, July 23. ried next month to Pacelli Diamond, concert and operatic soprano 

fact thet in speaking over the net- ~* # eabehties: Far k anon ted Hi-Li Sales Co. of New York, | Hal James, script supervisor of Compton agency, and his wife, Florence | 
| work she was exereising ‘the pe- °Y°! Mutual as sustaining for several | ; tae Seu’ dealt attached tal onet> the agency's talent head, talked about radio to the legit actors at 

rogative that is still enjoyed by the months each Tuesday, and will con- | promoting ‘rubber bail attache’ 10+ niohawi Drama festival last Sunday (21) and will sequel Aug. 25 

citizens of free nations: the right to| tinue over that web although spon- | wooden paddle by rubber band’) Henry Morgan, recently given a merning test shot on WOR, now ozones his 


Sher ‘ sored over WXYZ and WGN. Theme 
vave an opinion of one’s own and ° ‘ 
wave On OF ,of show deals with fifth-column ele- 


express it,’ ‘ E - 
» Boag ae : ment in America and efforts of Ned 
Vitriolic skepticism marked Miss 


| gadget for kids has gone into radio | 


‘for first time in five years of sales 
efforts. Will use WHK-WCLE to 


record-spinning and chatter five times a week. 
Stella Adler, ex-Group Theatre stalwart, now emoting via the ozone. 
Added to ‘John’s Other Wife’ and will one-shot on ‘Short, Short Story’ 


“A: -oilr lo] . is "9 ‘rus , ’ . , , : . : 
» Thompson's analysis of Hitler's Jordan, railroad claim agent and his Eee eres vinte eontell wo | Aug. 7....‘Other Wife’ having passed 1,000th sianza, Erin O’Brien-Moore, 
; va *5\ employer, J. B. Medwick, transpor- | exploit Cleveland territory. WXYZ), é the principals. tossed a party for the cas Philip Reed an... 
claims that he had no quarrel with tation trecom. to eamnbat it lie eemetion tehhest used an Metals | one of the principals, tossed a party for the cast....Philip Reed, of ‘David 
ation tycoon, to c . | 18 y ing us as, “| Harum,’ doubling in ‘The Swan’ last week at Suffern, N. Y.....James 


Great Britain but only with Winston 
Churchill and the British Govern- | 
ment. Said Miss Thompson: ‘Now, 
of course, we have all become fa- 
miliar with this. Mr. Hitler had no 
quarrel with Austria, only with Mr. 
Schuschnigg. So the moment 
Schuschnigg resigned he made 
peace with Austria by annexing it. 
He had no quarrel with Czecho- 
(Centinued on page 28) 





Jack Johnstone Directs 
‘Superman’; Chase to Tour 


Jack Johnstone, writer, producer 
and director 


ing and directing job on the newer 
‘Superman’ platters today (Wednes- 
day). Frank Chase, who had been 
handling that job, becomes a selling 














of the Buck Rogers | 
radio serial, takes over the produc- | 


outlet. 

Local plan calls for contest in all 
playgrounds with winning play-offs 
to be staged in nabe theatres. Sta- 


tion interviews for winners and bikes ! 


and roller skates are other prizes. 
| J. H. Saliee, Hi-Li representative 
is working with Bob Greenberg, 
station promotion manager on deal. 





Radio Costs Up 























ing of the station followed. The sita- | 


* Stations actually received $24,114,128 from the sale of netwo7vk time, 


Fleming written out of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ while he covered the Democratic 
convention in Chicage Lloyd Rosamond, talent-picker of B-S-H, has 
gone tuxi-stale and learning to drive a car....Ford Bond vacationing 
from ‘Stella Dallas’ announcer chores Karl A. Barleben doing camera 
program over WEVD. 

Ira Ashley to Cape Cod after Fricay’s (16) ‘Grand Central Station.’ to 
be gone two weeks...Arlene Francis ‘s set for the Jead in the new Max- 
well Anderson p!ay, ‘A Jourrey to Jervsalem’...Everett Sloane will be 
| in the Orson Weiles picture, ‘Citizen Kane’...Laurence Hammond writing 
} radio material for Willkie. ; 

Irwin Moison, of WBNX engineer! 
New Hampshire Spencer Bentley 


© staff. off for rest at Lake Sunnapee, 
becoming a regular fixture on ‘Hill- 





Holcomb, Rodeo clown who trouped despite three cracked ribs and kissed 











. ore pgp: prong hier top House’....Bible talks by Rabbi David B. Hollander of N. Y.....Now | 
where the serial Can be soiad withou er ’ on WBNX in two divisions, one in English and the other i 4 s} 9 
interfering with Hecker’s§ Flour)’ Continued from page 1___t | ; eiags , AS ee: Se. 

’ sponsorship Hecker’s backs the | 405.414 j : 15 h 

j . —e- — eerie 2, in commissions (10°) on the "Wir i 

{ strips on 12 U. S. stations. Another | volume of business placed in 1939. IN HOLLY W OOD a 

BAR AIN ON 28 Canadian stations are also using| AJ] these figures and percentages | John Conte bowing out of radio fo: ling at pictures and legit. Bartker- - 
the discs. __ |are provided by the Federal Com- singer-actor was tested at Warners and now goes east to try his luck over 

Johnstone also does the Griffin | munications Commission, which has| the footlights...Don Cope, Coast radio head for Benton & Bowles, getting 

. show ‘* rc? e , ‘ . o : r | 

; Shoe Polish show “Who Knows,’ au-| just completed its audit of the in-; over a bad siege of pneumonia at the hosp. Tom Revere came in from 

i | thoring, producing and directing, and 'dustry, the most comprehensive body New York to look after ‘Good News’ until Cope recovers...Harrison Holli- 

4 directs both dramatic spots on the | of data on the subject. | way, KFI-KECA headman, in the hosp for a sinus operation. ‘So I can 

; two Phillip Morris ciggie shows. | All told. the broadcasters in 1939 | smell our shows better,’ he quipped...Radio lost one of its earliest cham- 

| ——____—__—— ‘sold nearly $12,000,000 more time | pions in the passing last week of Samuel Hornstein, head of Coast Fisheries. 

; Alice Frost to Idaho | than in the prior year, and made| His firm was the first to sponsor a newscast 12 years ago from the tower of 

The NBC Blue network, under its | nearly $5,000,000 more profit (be-| the L. A. Times with ‘Uncle John’ Daggett doing the spieling...Tamara An- 
; mew independent perenne policy, Alice Frost, co-star of Rinso’s ‘Big | fore Federal taxes). However, lest | dreeva switching from New York to Hollywood CBS publicity staff to 
; has placed a flat price of $250,000 for Sister’ serial, is off the show for six | these figures appear to be too good | handle fashions and femme news...Don Thornburgh trained up to Portland 
time and talent on the Metropolitan | weeks for vacation at Sun Valley,! to be true, it should be noted that | to talk on ‘Radio and Democracy’ at Educational Conference...Hal Fim- 
Opera broadcast for 1940-41. Small- | Idaho. She’s written out of the script | the industry’s expenses rose consid- | berg, radio gag writer, scenarizing ‘Belle of Atlanta’ at Republic...Barbara 
€st previous quotation for Met opera | for at least three weeks, and maybe | erably faster than the profit. For | Luddy and*Les Tremayne taking their rest periods here...Al Pearce flying 
sponsorship was $375,000. longer. Substitute hasn't been picked | while the additional $5,000,000 was | to Chicago for guest turn on WLS Barn Dance...NBC will broadcast the 
Under the deal as offered, a spon- by Ruthrauf? & Ryan. | being salted away, expenses soared | hijinks attending preview of Bing Crosby's picture, ‘Rhythm on the River,’ 
BOI would get s pir goto el Actress is the wife of Robert ; by the unprecedented leap of $7,-| at his Del Mar race track Aug. 16...Truman Bradley took over the an- 
noon performances of about t ree Foulk, currently in Hollywood as/ 000,000, for a total of $99,789,920. nouncing duties on both Old Gold and Woodbury Playhouse from Harlow 
hours each. Traditionally these Sat- production assistant at Warners, |The tendency of rising expenses is | Wilcox. ; 
urday matinees are the cream per- ——- Fae not new to radio, what with union- | os ‘ 
formances artistically exceeding B ‘ eer: i. a cate teeeaa. || 
: ’ Ad lock Pinged Instead of Ponged ization and accelerated experimen- ' ’ ’ 
even Monday night, the social oc- Mart oe . aa ke-Beli “ il tation but never before has payroll IN CHICAGO el a 
. . 15 : 2 Marti *k, ‘Make- 2V all-| * ’ ee ee | es rN 
casion, in the quality of the opera Pe pepe ae witkw. .Y ete. shot skyward with such ra-| Noel Gerson of WGN talent bureau set Olympe Bradna for preview 
‘ , otan htatenationa C spiele INE N. ~ 9 a i ? . c ‘p- ’ OUR : 
given and the stars participating. ol sala bis tories ‘daily aia pidity. show of ‘Pago Pago’ flicker on WGN-Mutual for Thursday (25) and on 
— i stint on crutches or from. a chair | Increases in revenue were pretty | Aug. 1 the tops of the ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ show, Al Jolson, Ruby 
He twisted and broke a small bone | Steady all the way down the list. | Keeler, Jack Whiting, Martha Raye, Bert Gordon now at the Grand in 
WSYR VET SALESMAN in one of his ankles playing ping-| No category of business fell down the loop....lan Keith added to cast of ‘Road to Life’....Don Merrifield 
: ies yi! : . 2 iad ¢ sInurn Ts . ~ : 
pong one night late last week. in any respect, and the rise. in local | CoUbling to the Delavan (Wis.) strawhat....Schedule of news editor Julian 
4 DIES WHILE BATHING Accident happened few days after | business may be viewed as a heart- | Bentley Ss evening shots on WLS to be increased from four to six-a-week 4 
\ he returned from a three-week va-|eMing factor during a year which | Pea ig hg Ra arranged between WLS and the Hearst Herald-Amer- j 
‘ cation in California. was none too good to newspapers | 1©@0 FOr the £ earson and Allen ‘Washington Merry-Go-Round’ program 
Syracuse, July 23. ¢and magazines. | — — the paper and station reciprocating plugs. 
, B. Ray Van Benschoten, 36, pio- r a ee will be chief speaker at AFRA benefit show in the 
meer Syracuse salesman of radio , ee nag at on Aug. 8. AFRA chieftains here handling the benefit 
time, was found drowned in the lake rea cast ncome sat nan a — Payne, v.p. Norman Barry, treasurer Ray Jones and 
in front of his summer camp ait e force Ringel yen "aan NBC president Niles Trammell in for the final 
Eagle Bay, N. Y., Saturday (20). A | , e Vemocratic confab Bob Cunningham, traffic boss for 
7 : co . >: . os be d se On] 7 1} l f tla 25 ' | -C j i fts N ¢ ‘ : . rs 5 
coroner’s report indicated he had (Condensed fron FCC tables as of July 23, 1940) na —_ in Chi, shifts to N. Y. to assist Gerald Maulsby in traffic and | 
suffered a heart attack while bath- a, ee | & a supervision....Russ Bishop named staff organist for WBBM-CBS | 
ing against doctor’s orders — : -Sob Carle in cast of ‘Let Freedom Sing’ on WGN 
Be amen ms © ae (NOTE: ALL INCOME IS NET INCOME: THAT IS, FREQUENCY ein _ 
ormeriy a memvper 0 ne st DISCOUNTS HAVE BEEN SUBTRACTED) T Y . 1 : 
— ard mange age he quilt 4, Network (major and secondary) payments IN SAN FRANCISCO ee 
e newspaper elc O take a post 2 Radi In » ec —_ ' 7 , 
vith WSYR then tl - ata , 1939 1938 | _ Rad @ day at the Salinas Rodeo...Commander Scott (Mutual) ushering 
bed } he W 1en : 1a Station to stations : : ; $23.370 560* $20.411.963 the talent into two Greyhound buses (for free) Patrician Lynn (NBC) 
opened and at his death was the 2, Amount retained by networks from sale | uncorks squeeze-piano while Sutter-streeters st mnt 8:30 pa ipa “4 “ E y 
oldest : nployee of the station in of network time . er eT ee ee . 38,809,630 35,455,510 | ---Wwith songs...while Ira Blue (NBC) re; ds a eee ge Eager 9 Rag - : a 
point of service. 3. Station income from sale of time to na- | ...the roar of revolvers. ..a real western holdup only this ti 2 the 1 a 
a tional-regional spot advertisers 30,472,053 28,109,185 | men bring colorful neck scarfs, badges and burbon...but senty . a SO 
4, Station income from sale of time te local | to lunch at noon in Salinas (for free) vhereat Ca hy PE igperntn 
aducntininn — cache | Celit : 8 (for | ...wherea amila Romo’s (NBC) 
ear or eace BaP. 6050-0 bees bea 58 4965s 4 68s 36,815,774 33.402.801 elito Lindo and Art Fadden’s (KJBS) , 
; Walker (NBC) fad 5 piano wow ‘’em...Benny 
j nied , ' anni.” wi chaie ihe : ) pulls off Hillbilly Singer Rosie Comenzind's (NBC) boots 
: GRAND TOTAL TIME SALES.........$129,468,026 $117,379.459 because she always sings in stocking feet...while the Rodeoites giggle 
7 Youngstown, O., July 23. Deduct conimissions to agencies, eic.........- 17,405,414 16,487,200 2 p.m, back into the buses and so to the Rod (f . fr : Pests . - 
‘ Tentative agreement has been secmnstniseecnen — micammantinnae | CAG ME Shinty Olt's he Lation esapeien tn eerie SEs hn at iehie 
RM ee a =* eheiel ® Pe é a ’ - % @ - t a € 4 Tr pi aael 
| reached by striking technicians and NET REVENUE FROM SALE OF TIME.$112.062.612 —_$100,892,259 | for three hours without missing a syllable—on the wa. sccke wr 
# xadio station WKBN, Youngstown, Revenue from incidental broadcast activities.. 11,319,252 10,466,119 o'clock and to cocktails at home of Rodeo Boss Scas MavCareer. 3 ith 
a (19) and provisions are awaiting ap- ERD ee Judy . : . é oo Wi 
ap- | ants udy Deane (NBC) helping to pour the drinks. . , ski 
i proval of the international techni- | Total broadcast revenue .............. .-. . $123 381,864 $111.858,378 glass of milk (!) and getting it P ow Barr po EI stag esis ary me dg 
cians’ union (Associated Broadcast Total broadcast expenses ..... err eer Cree $9,789,920 92,503,594 nursing burns after box of matches ¢ ‘plod ™ ha toe wee? me toy Pci 
deantnt bef th ' ane se ? s exploded in his hand....Clarence Meyers 
Technicians) before the engineers go | Le nee (KYA) and Dick Holman (KFRC) with glasses in both hand back 
* aes y ‘ , are | ; \ tlasses ands...s ac 
back to work. j BROADCAST SERVICE INCOME + $23,591,944**  $18,854,784** to the hotel for dinner (for free)...where the radio ‘f ies 3 iH ne r 
Strike started July 2, and picket- | ——— one Sees Eeene > 


every gal he could reach...Judy Deane doing same for the men, lucky 
critters. ..then going serious to collect autographs on a menu for the absent | 
Lloyd Yoder (NBC), who handied these parties for 10 years...Ira Blue 
scanning the race edition to see what heppened to his $16...and so to the 
i Carnival...with buses leaving on a siaggered sked far into the night. 


tion was placed on the ‘unfair’ list but of this amount $743,559 represented inter-stution and inter-network 
by the United Labor Congress and | payiesis. These inter-paymenis have been subtracted in this calculation, 
the musician’s union was notified of | ——— t 
this. i *°* Prior to Federal and other taxes. 
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18 MILLION DOLLAR ADVERTISERS THAT, IN 1939, EACH 
SPENT FOR NETWORK TIME MORE THAN 50% OF ITS TOTAL 


Three 
Rank* Advertiser Media Network NBCTotal NBC Red 
2 A Rs ae ae ee ee $13,734,975 $8,769,135 $6,485,788 $5,690,080 
5 I i Es 7,714,100 5,269,567 2,078,400 1,852,688 
9 Ne eer rT ae > 6,076,234 3,755,812 3.047,077 2,723,249 
11 EE re ne ee eS 4.999.449 2,898,521 2,898,521 2,513,943 
12 MR PONS 5 ino oo boobs he ksdcekdcnes 4,792,463 2,505,141 1,219,438 1,177,384 
13 Se cg a lk am 4 kee ale'O% tbo etd 4,484,389 2,704,331 451,248 451,248 
15 I Soren 6560 0'a 0 we's Kab'005 44 10S aC 3,541,038 2,411,288 2,136,953 1,906,950 
19 American Home Products................... 3,124,303 2.529,553 1,724,714 972,449 
20 Prmeeeeee) DPOICY .PLOGUCIE. 0c cicccccivcccccs 2,844,393 1,521,480 1,164,930 1,134,770 
23 Brown & Williamson Tobacco............... 2,593,953 2,047,536 1,707,501 1,309,235 
28 Tg 2,046,701 1,205,447 1,192,004 1,189,124 
37 SN) te aot oo OS ee ak alg a yite g ; 1,637,685 1,216,166 590,015 340,672 
39 po ES | ere 1,567,485 1,315,391 ‘ ok * oer 
41 DERIOS.. EAOTRIOTIOS, TRE so occ ceccceccccervecse 1,474,526 1,236,254 1,235,254 647,282 
47 Lady Esther Co., Litd.......... a en 1,312,704 901,546 461,671 461,671 
58 SS Oe I io io ado ieee esi dyes nese 1,026,176 656,084 565,084 122.020 
59 Continental Baking Co..........ccccccesseve 1,024,174 729,543 a : - , 
bl Ns ae a re 1,010,670 635,926 635,926 64,684 
OEE thst Rie Re SOE bade dee wEReea HRS bOe $65,005,418 $42,309,721 $27,686,525 $22,757,449 


*1939 Rank by total expenditures 


200 RADIO 
EVENTS FROM 
NY. EXPO 


New York World's Fair which has 
been averaging 180 radio events per 
week last week touched its high for 
the season with over 290 actual 
pick-ups from the expo grounds at 
Flushing, Long Island. (This is 40- 
odd more than high week for 1939 
season) There are now regular 
WOR-Mutual shows frem the New 
Jersey building, WINS program 
from the Gas Exhibits and WMCA | 
programs from the Johns-Manville 
exhibit. 

The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- | 
tem is now picking up a weekly con- 
cert from the Temple of Religion, 
also a shortwave feed to South 
America from the Inter-America 
House. 

Meanwhile the Fair’s radio depart- 
ment under John Young has by rea- 
son of this activity largely escaped 
the staff slashes that have been 
numerous at the Fair of late. One 
mai, Harris Kirk, was transferred 
to special events and one secretary, | 
attached to Fredericka Millet, the 
women’s director, was affected. 

Radio division is making and spot- 
ting a transcription series entitled 
‘Invitation to the Fair Number 
four of the series, with Lou Breese 
orchestra, went out this week. Ed 
Curtin, the department's news edi- 
tor, is servicing material to radio 
stations across the country for in- 
clusion in their local programs. It’s 
called ‘This Week at the Fair.’ 


KEN MURRAY DEAL UP 
~ FOR HALF ’N’ HALF 


Young & Rubicam _has under con- 
sideration a deal to star Ken Mur- 
ray in a fall program for Half , 
Half smoking tobacco, whilom spon- 
sor of Ben Bernie. 

William Morris agency handling. 


WBT’s Auditor to KMOX 
Charlotte, N. C., July 23. 

Robert W. Carpenter, WBT’s gen- 
eral auditor, leaves Charlotte this 
week for KMOX, St. Louis, to as- 
sume his new duties as general au- 
ditor at that station. 

He came to WBT from CBS, New | 
York, three years ago. 

Wilbur Edwards, WBT account ex- | 
ecutive has been transferred to the) 
sales department of WABC, New | 
York, where he will assume his new | 
duties next week. Edwards joined 
the staff of WBT about two years ago 
as announcer and was then assigned 
to the station’s sales department. 

Edward De Gray, formerly with | 


j 


CBS, New York, becomes genéral | 


auditor at WBT as 


Carpenter. 


successor to) 


| Joseph i 
| Hahn, 


; ceuse, 


in the three media combined. 


British Broadcasting Co. 
Employes May Evacuate 


Tots Under Murray Plan 


Toronto, July 23. 
Members of the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. and the Canadian As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, under 
the direction of Gladstone Murray, 
CBC gm., and Harry Sedgewick, 


CAB prez., are completing plans for | 
of em-| 


the evacuation of children 


ployees of the British Broadcasting 
Corp. and will provide them with 
homes ‘for the duration.’ 


Personnel of all Canadian stations, 
both on the Federal national 
work as well as the independent out- 


lets, in addition to members of radio 


departments of the advertising agen- 
cies, and other branches of the in- 
dustry, are now 
find Canadian homes for the refugee 
tots. 


Ever-Longer Brief Line 


Washington, July 23. 
Ever-growing list of 
seeking admission to the 
Communications 
last week included Gordon Dean, 
who recently resigned as one of the 
Department’s most hard- 
contact-men to embark on 


attorneys 


Justice 
working 
a private career, 

other 
commish 


Among the 
proved by the 
Begley and 
Schenectady; 
Donovan and Stanley 
New York; John R 
Ind.;: John H. Carkin 
Davis, Miami; 
Los Angeles: Charles Hall, 
Hutchison, Kans.; Guy Johnson, New 
Orleans; John C. Mahoney, Worces- 
ter, Mass.: John T. Mazzeo, Jr., New- 
burg, N. Y.; B. R. Reaves, Palestine, 
Tex.: James Morgan Smith, Detroit; 
Francis N. Thompson, Birmingham, 
and David B. Whittington, Hot 
Springs, Ark 


Admission to 


were: 
Harold H 
Joseph M 
D. Schuval, 
Curtis, Gary, 
Salem, 


Leo W. 
Blodgett, 


practice was given 
Blackstone namely 


MacCracken, Jr., of 
once Assistant Secretary 


seven more 
William P 
Washington 


of Commerce: Henry Howard, Jr., 
Guv Gilbert Ribaudo, and A. Allen 
Saunders, of New York; Alfred C 
Munger and Varro H. Rhodes, of 


Omaha: and Clause §$ 


> 1 
LOCK 


No Husing-CBS Deal 
Ted Husing leaves Saturday night 
(27) after his late-evening sports 


| broadcast for a two weeks’ stay at 
| Saratoga. 


Contrary to report, he has not 
signatured a new contract with CBS, 
but is continuing under the same 
deal as before. However, there’s a 


| chance he and William S. Paley, the 


network president, may get together 
before long on a revised agreement. 

WBOW, Terre Haute NBC outlet, 
has applied for F-M broadcasting li- 
W. W. Behrman is manager. 





net- | 


being canvassed to 


Federal | 
Commission _ bar | 


barristers ap- | 


Ore.; | 
Alvin W. |} 


Hall, of Little | 


CBS RENEWALS 
Colgate, Bayer, Sterling Also In- 
creases Number of Stations on Web 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet has re- 
newed on CBS as of Aug. 8 for the 
8-8:55 p.m. stretch. It includes ‘Ask- 
It Basket’ and ‘Strange as It Seems’ 
programs. There will be 63 stations 








for each, an increase of nine. Ben- 
ton & Bowles is agency. 
Bayer’s ‘Second Husband’ show 





tions and a like count will prevail 
for Ironized Yeast’s ‘Court of Missing 
| Heirs’ under further CBS renewals. 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert reps 
| ‘Husband.’ Ruthrauf—f & Ryan has 
| the Court stanza, 


‘Baseball Players Divvy 


| ($600 Each Last Year) 
| On Gillette Series Money 


For the 


second successive year, 
| Mutual will broadcast the World 
Series this fall for Gillette razor. 
| Price is reported as $100,000 and | 

agency. More than 


150 stations will carry the 
which will be described by 


games, 


| 

| 

| Maxon is the 
| 

Bob EIl- 
| 


son and Red Barber. Option has 
been taken on the series for 1941. 
The $100,000 fee will be divided 


among the players of the two teams, 
the office of Judge Landis, the 
and the Last 
each member of the New York Yan- 


| leagues clubs 


| kees received nearly $600 as his 
| share of the radio rights Series 
| . 

|; was sponsored by Ford through 


| 1935-37 and was a sustainer for all 
; ° 
i networks in 1938. 


W. M. Wilson With Rambeau 

| William M. Wilson has been added 
|to the New York staff of the William 
| Rambeau station rep outfit. 

Wilson was formerly in the adver- 
| tising departments of the Washing- 
|ton Post, New York Times and Los 
| Angeles Times 


|with Helen Menken goes on 73 sta- | 


NBC Blue CBS Mutual 
$795,708 $2,283,347 =... . ee 
225,712 3,191,167 Pa ees 
323,828 351,765 $356,970 
384,578 : 
42.054 


230,003 2.925 1ALO 


-RADIO-MINDED BIG ACCTS. 





272 
752,265 804,859 eer. 
20,160 325,550 31,900 
398,266 340,035 be exter 
2,880 ere Ty 13,443 
49,544 487,470 138,680 
ror 1,315,391 
988,972 


534,064 


971,242 


$4,929,076 $14,981,693 $541,503 


(BS ‘FORECAST 
~ PAYS NAMES 
ONLY $21 


Guest names and others working 
in the CBS summer series, ‘Forecast,’ 
are receiving only AFRA scale, 
amounting to $21 for the 30-minute 
show for actors and somewhat high- 
er for singers. That includes Fred- 
eric March, Florence Eldridge, Jane 
Cowl, Herbert Marshall and the 
others. Idea is that the show is in 
the nature of an experiment and 
that if any of the programs is sold 
commercially for a series the fees 
will be set in the usual dickering 
way. 

Monday night’s (22) edition of the 

program, ‘When You Were 21,’ was a 
hectic affair for everyone concerned. 
Script was discovered to be eight 
| minutes overboard only an hour be- 
fore the show went on the air. Di- 
rector Brewster Morgan finished 
cutting it and going over the changes 
with the cast only three minutes be- 
fore deadline. Then during the 
broadcast one of the actors skipped 
a page of script, so there was a fot 
of scrambling to come out even. 


year | 


COLUMBIA RECORDS 
USING NAT'L SPOTS 


Benton & Bowles, new agency for 
Columbia Records, will use a na- 
tional campaign of lone-minute spot 
announcements for the account 
However, still looking for a suitable 
network show. 

Ward Wheelock agency 
Columbia Record account 
week, 


had the 
until last 


Chicago Tribune Backs Own Concert 


| 


| _ 
‘Saphier to Hollywood, 


| Gosch His N.Y.C. Rep| 


| Martin Gosch and Howard Harris 
| will handle the radio affairs of Jerry 
| Lester for Jimmy Saphier while the 
latter is on the Coast for the balance 
‘of the summer. Saphier left 
i day (20). 
| Lester has a nine-week 
| for the Pepsodent show. 


contract 


Spartanburg (S. €.) News, pub- 
lished by Virgil V. Evans, 
cently owner-operator of WSPA, has 
suspended publication 

has announced candidacy 


gress, 


for Con- 





Mon.- | 


until re- | 


Publisher | 


Bureau Adjunct to Station WGN 


- = + 


Chicago, July 23 

Noel Gerson, head of the WGN 
talent bureau, will establish a WGN 
concerts division under Austin Wild- 
er, formerly of the Columbia Con- 
certs Corp. Chicago office. Intend 
opening offices in New York and 
Los Angeles in the autumn, after 
which Wilder may headquarter in 
the east. 

New bureau will have the active 
support of the Chicago Tribune 
Claim to have arranged deals to 
handle the biggest concert names, 
but such deals may be in assocta- 
| tion with Columbia Concerts or NBC 
, concerts division, which have vic- 
itually all the concert and opera 
‘names under contract. 


| zines and network radio. 


/ TOPS 
Jat O07 RADI 


There Were 61 Advertise: 
in Million-or-More Class i 
1939 — Four Alcoholic 
Don’t Count for Radi’ 
Purposes —- How the 1 
Cream Big Ones Divide 
Their Coin 


RED LEADS 











a 


There were 61 = million dottay 
babies in national advertising during 


i939. This number comprises those 
accounts which 
more between newspapers, 


maga 
Of the 6 
four are alcoholic advertisers whick 
are not available to network radi 
for policy reasons so the million-or 


spend $1,000,000 ‘ 


Million-or-More 
, (In 1939) 
Summary of Media Expen- 
ditures in 1939 by 57 Mil- 
lion-Dollar National Adver- 
tisers*, 


NS INET EMT EET DOT: 


Media “;, of Total 
Network Radio 4 » aoe 
Magazines . . 348 
Newspapers . 29.9 


Total, 3 Media, $178,721,028, 100.0 


Network % of Total 
ee _ 44.0 
Blue . e 1 
re .e » Sa 
Ga ee Lie 43.7 
. Se ne ee eee 1.2 
Total Network, $63,051,094, 100.9 
* Excludes four liquor adver- 
tisers that spent more than 
$1,000,000 each in 1939. These 


advertisers were not acceptable 
as network clients and conse- 
quently did not have a free 
choice in the use of media 





better advertisers actually for radio 
purposes are limited to 57 accounts 

The broadcasting industry is able 
to claim that of these 57 bigtimers 184 
vere sufficiently ‘radio minded’ in 
19359 to earmark 50’ or more. of 
their total annual adverti 5 ex- 
penditure for radio 

Big national advertising budgets 
take in Procter & Gamble’s $13,734.- 
975, of which sum network radio 


$8,769,135 
was divided 
media. General 
$5,269,567 of its 


gathered The difference 
between the two rival 
Foods earmarked 
total appropriation 
of $7,714,100 for web selling The 
chart tells the story of the 
radio-minded 18 in convenient quick- 
glance style and also reveals the di- 
vision between the four net 
CBS, Red, Blue and Mutual. 


below 


>) 
WOrkKs, 


CONSOLIDATED COGITATES 


Heard New Show Audition With 
Meredith, Gibson, Christie 
Spotlight nm New York.’ 30-min- 


ite variety show with a dramatie 


spot ar g i audi- 
tioned last Friday (19) by B.B.D. & 
Consolidated Edison. Bt 


i a game angle. 


QO. for irgess 
Meredith, Fredda Gibson and Ken 
Christie’s orchestra were the talent 


Company execs are cogitating 


McNaughton’s Own Show 


Harry McNaughton has no connece 
tion with the stable of comic stooges 
which is being peddled by Herman 
Bernie. McNaughton is, instead, on 
the point of consummating a deal to 
star in his own comedy program oa 


the air. 


The former ‘Bottle’ of the Phit 
Baker program is repped by Mark 
Hanna, ’ 
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FRA SPURNS $60-FOR-THREE WAX HRS; What to Wear in San Francisco 
: 
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San Francisco, July 23. 


EADIES RAP AT WEBS’ ARTISTS BUREAUS 2:2", 


use the word ‘chilly’. 
— a A - + | 


: : N. A. B. convention should accordingly come 
ctors Union May Make Drastic Near-Parity De-| NEW SYRACUSE STATION 


The evenings in San Francisco in August—particularly in August— 
are what is known in the enthusiastic vocabulary of San Franciscans 





r= 


—— 





Delegates to the 
dressed for all kinds of 
they should bring them. 


weather. If they own reversible raincoats 
It doesn’t rain, mind you, but the fog has a 





Pk Cory way of condensing. 


mand for Sustaining Programs — Also Seeks okay Comes After Long Delay— Treasure Island, where the San Francisco—never the Friseo—Ex- 





























mercial package deals. 

Although tig union will probably 
try to boost most of the sustaining 
minimum up to almost the commer- 
cial level, some few classifications 
may be lowered. 


category. AFRA may also take steps 
to prevent its members from signing 
further commercial contracts ex- 


tending beyond next February, when | 


the commercial code expires, unless 
such pacts include a clause specify- 
ing that they will be made to con- 





Rates for choral | 





By Willis Werner 
p San Francisco, July 23. 
Adventures in eating, the nearby roar of sealions and 


meccas, will provide the fun background for delegates 
to the National Association of Broadcasters’ conclave 


here Aug. 4-7. 
THE EXPOSITION 
Primary center of attraction will be the Exposition. 
By car, it’s reached via the bridge (toll 25c) with 
plenty of parking (25c) at the north end of the island 


In all of these spots, formal dress is. in words of 
tourist guides, ‘proper but not obligatory’. 


THE NITERIES 
Heading the night club picture is the Bal Tabarin 


Gerun (who formerly led orchestras and is credited 
with giving Kay Kyser his first break), the Bal uses 
e real show currently featuring ‘Grandfather's Follies,’ 
a click. Dinner is $2 with dancing until two. 

No cover charge with dinners averaging $1.50 (some 
less, some more) is the nitery trend, typical floorshow 
spots being the upstairs 365 Club, 365 Market, Club 


Province of Manitoba, CKY, Win- 
nipeg, has recently completed an ex- 
tensive tour of the province with 
their recording unit. Purpose of the 
trip was to make platter impres- 
sive and sound effects of various 


groups, which have been widely | Hinsteavadtna? (i hi P s -enings ; = phases ¢ . t > ores 
|? criticized both in and out of the me wih aagptag: pas veges ane “ foggy a (no cover) in the Latin quarter not far from Fisher- P . tareughe . ropnsk Powe 
: . ‘ , in addition to the usual night-spot and World’s Fair P : Ns Yank Martinelli and T Jaunt took them as far north as 
* union, would be included in that man’s Wharf. Operated by Fran artinelli anc om 


The Pas, or north of 53. Program 
has been labeled ‘Manitoba Impres- 
sions, Recorded.” Further tie up 
with bureau has station sponsoring 
an essay contest for kids on the 
holiday angie in the province with 
station putting up $100, $50, and $25 
prizes. Station house organ ‘Mani- 


form with whatever regulations | D€@r the Gayway. It’s a long walk to the main build- Modern. 555 Sutter: Embassy Club, upstairs at Fisher- toba Calling’ h 

AFRA may set at that time. Such a/ 3/85 8s the island is one mile long, so those who pre- man’s Wharf, and John's Rendezvous, 50 Osgood place o ~ auing has also been expanded 
ra) e c « ° x i « i ° ‘ ° . ‘ c al ive = t - a acil z 

siep, similar to the one taken last fT May land closer to the center of things via ferry, with a revived and trimmed version of ‘Easy for Zee ind given a tourist attraction angle 


spring when the union was readying 


boarded at the Ferry building (15¢ round trip, 10c over, 


Zee’. Latter is primarily an eatery with ‘Zee Zee’ an 


with pictures of various parts of the 


for negotiations for the sustaining 5¢ back). Waterfront parking near Frisco terminal, exreriment. Se ae masuted oth monn, -}. 
code renewal. might enable AFRA to | 25¢. Those in S.F. for the first time will want to make Slightly different are Finocchio’s, 506 Broadway in mF Coais made recordings in com- 
tie up the entire broadcasting picture | #t least one crossing by ferry, which operates on 20- the Latin quarter with all-male (drag) floor show, P®”Y we ae George Hender- 
ab once. minute sked. Both Municipal (5c) and Market Street chorus ‘girls’ and all, and the Forbidden City, 363 Sut- 0", 4nd also handles ‘Manitoba 


Radio Guild’s List 
After some weeks of preliminary 
huddles, the Radio Writers Guild last 
week submitted a written list of its 
proposed requirements for a network 


Railway Co. (7c) street cars serve Ferry building. 

On the Island, general admish is four bits with at- 
tractions inside ranging from twice-daily revue topped 
by the Forty Fair Girls (free) to the Aquacade at 44c 
general admish. Latter will be magnet for those who 





ter, all Oriental and using the only Chinese stripper. 
FOOD AND WINE DEPT. 


More conservative conventionites will find their fun 
investigating Frisco’s beaneries. City is famous for its 


Calling’ publication. 


N.A.B. Crosstalk 











| 


sustaining contract. Informal memo- haven't — N. ¥. berichenibenngt ? ane gigs neti egga® ser bates oe Shy ool dl, “he 4 
ee ‘sugeecind Guild shop and _Minimum priced shows include contrasting Ice Fol- Didss . te teas "risk Ma atv: Ae ~gmens like Joe ‘ 
esti blishment of three classes of staff lies and the Art building, each at two bits, latter toss- t ; rie et : yo? Paienton . “on Vy = sora San Francesco, July 33. 
SMGECS teti peaiesioienesl fo race oe ing in old-time movies with the old masters at no a pagal of por tiled plus _jnnumerable | More fun than a John Shepard 
ranging from $65 to $125 a week. extra fee. : : ; ‘ > oer ra fe Mw - otek ng hers hg from to- party are the cable cars of San Fran- 
Classes would be based on seniority on digtinctively San Franciscan attraction = Cave ital wd ‘ . th if ‘Chiadaoen. . ~ gt oe 1 pcomey Recommended to N.A.B. ers: 
Aico neonosed Wan & syetere Gf extra alcade’, Especially spectacular at night but it’s always 7 a0 sec oo nol - — rg Best way to see the Powell Street line. (Get on at 

is Sgt Se on Seen x'¥a pest to bring a blanket. Gates open at 9 a. m. with oriental section, stretched along Grant avenue, is to| Market Street and make round- 
fees for scripts or shows sold com- eter He nites 9 ae ~ hoof it. : 
ela enlin tee most exhibit buildings operating 10 to 10 and the Gay- trip.) 

oli way lingering until 2 a. m. SIGHTSEEING - — 

Another, and possibly further- On the mainland, delegates will find city is hotel- Three principal sightseeing spots are Coit towe1 NBC’s Al Nelson is plotting & 
reaching, proposal was for the pay- conscious, night clubs taking second place with pos- Twin Peaks and the waterfront loop. Tower yields super-feed with Chef George Mar- 
- en sr yosnio ' gp — ‘ho CEE CNIS SEAN SEDNEM. view of waterfront, shipping, Treasure Island, bridges. | dikian of the exotic Omar Khayy: m 
cae aay in the wieentions: Seth tha, SUBTLE SOCIAL RATINGS See ie le OS Serie: ced reece, RE Mls is mach tox 
company’s employ. Pointed out such Summarizing relative ratings of the hotels, local Twin cee reached by going west on Market. offers oe val _ ae eo — 
a clause, while involving only a .cosmopolites would book various visitors as follows: skvline onanie drive which shouldn't - st - 9 Pas nett 2 + , ar aa a on =vivants 
trifling sum directly, would tend to Top traveling salesman, the Manz. w aterfront tour, start at Ferry building and “seh aa ‘ a Popindiiae: — 
establish the principle of one-time Salesmanager, the Sir Francis Drake. ico Fisherman’s wharf. following trail through ‘Presi@ic Li ‘ 
broadcast rights for scripts and as} President of the firm, the Palace. and ‘around to the Cliff House where seals bask ian the re Dellar, manager of KSFO 
such would undoubtedly be opposed Gertrude Lawrence, the St. Francis. rocks, then back to town through Golden Gate Park an a aptangerie = a, ny se rags 
by the networks. Only a few writers Social registerite, the Mark Hopkins. or on along wide seashore blvd. to Fleischacker : ; man of convention reservations and 
are currently in position to hold out George Bernard Shaw, the Fairmount. and zoo. poo! whatnot. He’s a native of these parts 
for the one-time broadcast rights in Tug-o-warring for top dine-dance attention are the MISCELLANEOUS recently returned after exile in New 
radio deals. Also likely to be fought | St. Francis, with Harry Owens in the Mural Room, and _ York and North Carolina. 
by the broadcasters is a proposal | the Palace, which has launched a name-band offensive Any hotel clerk or a copy of San Francisco Life will | ae 
giving the writer all subsidiary rights | with Henry Busse currently occupying the Rose room, Yield athletically-inclined best data on golf, tennis,| CBS reps known to be headed 
to scripts, such as book, magazine, | FOR A BIRD’S-EYE VIEW Sales wate ic Cae ee the po this way: Don Thornburgh, Harry 
. ic stri j oj a e young ar j it} . io 
comie strip, onpndhorsany The Mark Hopkins will offer the NAB dance-minded museums in Golden Gate Park, S.F. ‘on Brey a ae | sg ese: Aone "died os 

Wi : c Henry King’s music plus the Top o’ the Mark, classiest at Civic Center and Palace of the Legion of Hor we tte — 
ins Chi Arbitration of cocktail skyrooms with the finest view in. town surrounded by golf course i ine ‘ or, | yon, Herb Ackerberg, Eerl Gam- 
; : : s : rs e in Lincoln Park overlooking| mons, WCCO, Minneapolis: Thad 

Chicago, July 23. | Standard cover charge in San Francisco is 75c week- the Golden Gate. = Holt " WAPI eee P res = 

_American Federation of Radio Ar-| days, $1 week-ends, only exceptions being the Drake, Theatrically speaking, Bay City won't have much in| Jones KMOX ie page ~aeakey 
tists officers may seek negotiations; trying smaller bands without a couvert, and the Palace August to offer delegates, though ‘Meet the People.’ Bolker b ag oc ek: ae 
with advertising agencies on a wage, which is fiirting with taps up to $1.50, when playing Hollywood review, may still be available at the Quake | Jos as i pe one ge “4 i , 
and working conditions agreement) attractions like the deMarcos. Dinners run $2 up, However, there’s always the mystifying Mandarin the. | Ie hn RS ooh aig enema 
following last week's settlement by wih drinks 40c in the supper rooms, 35c¢ in the cocktail atre in Chinatown. €- | Fellows, WEEI, Boston; Stephen 


erbitration of the dispute between 
the AFRA local and the network 


bars and 25¢ in spots like the, non-entertaining Fair- 
‘mount’s Circus Lounge. 


Those driving will want good brakes for city’s 
steeper hills, some of which are strictly low gear, 


‘Field, Jap Gude, A. D. Willard, 
| WJSV, Washington; George Mosko- 
vies, 


| 
: : ° . . Politicians Are Directors sition is in session is in the middle of a very large puddle, a bay five 
Expiration to Cuincide With Pact Next Feb. | psi . niles across and 50-odd miles from end to end, The wind she blow ] 
EE. a Syracuse, July 23. | on occasion and Jadies in particular will appreciate an outer garment | 
f attling which, when donned, is more than just fashionable. 
The networks, scheduled to begin, stations. In that dispute AFRA won | ot ae le ill meay a Golfing in the off-ocean breezes also may be enjoyed best by certain | of 
pgotiations this week with the! the contract Cate point, with the ar-| * * agnor d’ sis 1 foie FCC pasty-faced easterners of the N. A. B. if clad in an appropriate leather | of 
merican Federation of Radio Artists| bitrators fixing Feb. 12, 1941 as the | 8ot the ‘go abes a . +" . windbreaker. | 
© renewal of the sustaining con- | finish date of the current agreement, | last week = = reese coat Easy-walking shoes for the Fair and those hills—oh, those hills—are re 
act, are apparently due for a shock. | the stations having fought for a one, license. eaeres ee ee wear recommendad. | w 
though AFRA has kept secret the | or two-year contract. Bago wading prenyrepse-x agg looked But don’t get us wrong—San Francisco is the Paris of America, the ] nt 
‘rms it intends to demand, it’s un- Although the wording of the ar.) * scense Six “ , pe lost out in queen of the Pacific, the joy capital of the western hemisphere. You'll i ef 
erstood the proposed scales will be | bitration ruling is somewhat ambigu-| #8 though Sentinel had los love it. ie 
{ted to only a fraction less than the| ous on the question of whether sta- | !ts fight. | a 
ommercial rates in most classifica-| tion announcers should be paid for} Frank G. Revoir, city auto dealer 7 Ww 
ons. Not only that, but the union! local commercials, AFRA interprets} who is president of the new station, wd . , -re 
vill demand such drastic restrictions | the decision 2s a victory in that re-| now seeks bids for construction, alla an rave ries on \ m 
n artist bureau bookings that the|gard also. Ruling states that an-| which he hoped would begin within | 
atter will be virtually wiped out. ;nouncers shall be paid for local} two weeks to have the station on the | 
At the same time, the networks, | Commercials according to a schedule! air by Oct. 1. i ~ l > gi 
ovether with the transcription mak- | Of fees, except in cases where station The new station, a 1,000-watter, | . ° 
= and agencies, ate on stalled contracts with the announcers specify will have regional status opposing Border Red Tape Fears Injure Tourists Prospects— - 
vith AFRA on negotiations for a| otherwise. | WFBL and WSYR. The latter have Two Railroads Unite on Series | 
ranscription code. Recorders of- Local agencies and stations are, shared NBC’s blue and red chain pro- | 
‘ered a scale for,one-minute tran- | generally disquieted by the decision,| grams for years. | H ip 
scriptions, but the union’s transcrip-| which definitely makes the Selene | There is a political cast to the new | q ’ ° > oA. os 
ion committee has frowned on. it, | situation part of the national picture. | station iioen Revoir is a promi- | Carter S Pills Plan Disk | In order to FP tn odin da | 
although it goes far beyond the | The local station and agency men| nent Democrat. Other lister stock- Invasion of Latin Americas. inc. scmaeiie “nd ma nest | 
scales now in force. are opposed to New York being €m-| holders include William T. Lane, toe f 5 : which ann mneeies taieatn th ‘ 
Understood the one-minute scale | powered to speak for conditions in president of the city’s common coun- Export division of Carter's Little | ist acid. thie se aa oF 
offered by the wax-makers call for | Chicago. They are also up in arms| cil; Howard C. Barth, formerly of Liver Pills is now using 150 radio! Ginada and the United States pen | 
$60 per artist for 24 one-minute | about the current transcription hud- WSYR, secretary; Frank Doonan @S/| gations in the Central and South | Canadian Pacific Railway ae the 
transcriptions, with a maximum of dles in the east, having ideas of their} assistant secretary. Supreme Court ; ; tun Porte Rice. | Ganedt National Rail 7 uve b 
three hours to be allowed for the re-|OWn on the subject and wishing to| Justice Francis D. McCurn, Alexis N. | American republics, plus Porto Kico. | Canadian a ks’ a ee  ™ 
cording session. Any discs unfin-| have a chance to negotiate the mat-| Muench, one-time candidate for|Cuba, Panama, Chile, Brazil and | ae Sat S Se Werns series on the a 
ished within the allotted three hours, | ter themselves. mayor. Argentine get the major play. | o Saicece tet cs ites r 
or any extra discs in addition to the| Stations, however, won the wage| The fight has gone on so long that| Although not new to these mar- | " ursday (28). s 
specified 24, would call for a rate of point when the arbitrators decided! one of the original directors, William | kets, a new series of electrical tran-| _* ToBrams will be under the super- i} 
$9 each per artist. AFRA transcrip-|that station announcers shall be!T. McCaffrey, former president of | scription one-minute dramatizations | vision of Leo Dolan, director of the i 
tion committee is said to favor nixing| made for local commercials in a| Lincoln National Bank and Trust in Spanish are in process of manu- | Canadian Travel Bureau, and will 
ithat offer unless additional fees for | manner consistent with the general | Co., has since died. ‘facture. Walter Craig, of Street & | Consist of historical sketches, music, 
;rehearsal be paid. |station contracts with these an- | Finney, this week placed a dozen | descriptions of Canadian localities 
In the matter of the network artist | mouncers. In other words on station| ~~ ——~CSCS ————~ | Castillians inthe making of the first | _ waned spots, and the seeds 
bureaus, AFRA is expected to de-| produced shows using announcers, station produced local shows AFRA, | 24 one-minuters of a group of about > coreg Blom atag “° be asked by 
mand the outlawing of commissions | no extra charge shall be made for it is indicated, may drive against the | 90-odd blurbs that will eventually be reat S alcolm LaPrade is com- 
}on minimum fee contracts and/or staff announcers. | agencies producing their own shows | recorded. Straight drama, ng music, Mentator, res 
} permitting the networks to act as With this decision taking care of!to signature special agreements. RCA studios got the job. 7 
| both agent and employer on any deal. | — - - - sa pat cat CKY's Travel Emphasis 
That would permit the artist bureaus | Winnipeg, July 23. 4 
) to collect commissions only on com- | ¢ + In order to present a new series - 
# mercial shows over the anise stanags OCla Ul e to an ranciSco of programs in cooperation with the ee 
scale, and would bar various com- | Publicity and Tourist Bureau of the =. 
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Authority Blueprint for NBC 


94444444 SHO OH44 4444444444644 444444- 

Following the elevation of Niles ‘Trammell to the presidency 
of the National Broadcasting Co, last week the following re- 
orientation of authority was announced by Trammell in a 
round-robin to all department and division heads of the net- 
work. At the moment and until an unspecified time NBC has 
no executive v.p. In seeking to conserve his own time and 
energy against the innumerable demands thereupon ‘Trammell 
js diverting \ various duties to Mark Woods, treasurer and v.p., 
who will, in his turn, report to Trammell. ‘Trammell of course 


reports to David Sarnoff of RCA. Last week's clarifying 
memo: 

The following changes will become effective inmediately. 

The President will continue to supervise and direct the following ac- 
tivities and departments. The Department Heads concerned will report 
to the President: 





Red Network Sales. ..........56 ccccccnceeecoeresvcese Roy Witmer 
Blue Network Sales.. SEN GPO Ct See SENS Ry ei ee Edgar Kobak 
Program Department. . SE cA PUREE POS CORT EET Tee + ++-John Royal 
Information Department. .............+.. .Frank E, Mason 
Legal Department. ......... 66. ce cece eee e eee ee eee eneees A. L. Ashby 
Stations Department...........-.-+eee. .W. S. Hedges 
Continuity Acceptance Department.............6. 66056 Janet MacRorie 
ey MRR oo bde tke ses carob obese so EN Ou sidens Sidney N. Strotz 
ave. a en rare, ae ee ear rer reir Don FE. Gilman 
ee GCE CT CL CRCLET ETRE CORN ORT TEE TOTP CT re Frank M. Russell 
The President's office will consist of Messrs. James R, Angell, Educa- 


tional Counselor, and Clayland T. Morgan, Assistant to the President. 


The Vice President and Treasurer, in addition to his present duties, will | 


also actively supervise and direct the following departments and the De- 
partment Heads concerned will report to the Vice President and Treas- 
urer. 


NO NBC ‘DOUBLE STANDARD’ 








— 


MANY ‘IS? ON 


| 

Washington, July 23. 
Radio drive to recruit approxi- 
ately 100,000 civilian skilled work- 


Blue Network Wants to At- m 
tract Big Shows and Cer-| 
tain Drug Houses Might) day (19) by the National Association 
Be ‘Reconsidered’ Under| ().7) 20 ase" 


| black broadside was issued by NAB, 
Modern FTC Pattee ind printed in bold-face and adorned 


he with title ‘National Defense Bulletin,’ 
Restrictions — But Blue’ 


in one-inch letters. A coupon was 
Wouldn’t Take Anything Which d for the use of stations 
Red Refuses 


which desire to ‘rally to national de- 
| fense man power requirements’ 
outlined by the bulletin. 
Addressed to ‘all broadcast station 
executives in the United States,’ the 
plea asked all stations to cooperate 
in locating—as speedily a: 
—workers who are needed for 
mediate employment in the War and 
Navy Departments, the Civil Aero- 
nautics Authority and ‘several other 
departments.’ The campaign taken 
up by NAB was Cescribed as ‘an ur- | 
gent and patriotic duty that radio | 
can perform best.’ 
In order to find men for the task 


as 


BLUE STEPS UP 


c 


There wil] be no ‘double stand- 
ard’ of program acceptability as be- 
tween the NBC Red and the NBC 
Blue networks under the new sepa- 
ration of these webs, which is now 
in process of taking effect. The 
Blue will go after business harder, 
will have an identity of its own and 
the ability to really compete and 
not merely go through the idle ges- 
ture of doing so. But the Blue 
doesn’t propose to build on a basis 
of sluffo accounts. 

Laxatives have been mentioned 
in trade speculation as staging a pos- 
sible return to NBC through the 
medium of the Blue. It is possible 
that certain drug accounts, with or! 


‘the highways and byways must be 
combed for recruits,’ 


capacities will be given an oppor- 
tunity to return to their former 





red tape has been cut—the applicant 
does not have to pass written ex- 


s 


a 





ne MR Si de cae s Shae eee a a baka ew ee we George Engles 
eee OC TEE Le eee ee TT eee PETE Le Tee eT O. B. Hanson 
NN SPE TE EU CLC TEE OTOL ERECT TT OTUL TE ST Alfred H. Morton 
ON EE eer re Teer Tee Teo cre. e V. J. Gilcher 
i Ch 2. Os cele eg S4b5 0s.) SEEN SSH O6 ESAS RORRO EM Lloyd Egner 
ESSE PERE SCE Cn TPO EE EROERT TL OR Te H. F. McKeon 
ES oo Re he i ge ph ak Sak RA DIR e SONS BO R. J. Teichner 
NIN rt Ps tiga ara iia WING G4 Pip KANN OG 8 Wb ee Ee RS ..Glenn W, Payne 
Dee TOTG “WOW. BUMGRITING. 6c ciccicccescsKesceces Frank E. Mason 
Int'l Short Wave Commercial...........e..eeee: L. P. Yandeil 


The Vice President and Treasurer will report to the President, 

During my (Trammell’s) absence or when otherwise | 
Vice President and Treasurer is authorized to act in my stead on matters | 
pertaining to the operations of all the activities of the company. 


unavailable the | advertising by 


without laxative characteristics, | amination.’ 

; might be ‘re-considered’ in the light | ‘The call includes men who may 

|of reforms already forced upon their) pe a bit rusty at their trade,’ the 
the Federal Trade | | special bulletin points out. ‘Once | 


(Continued on page 29) | skilled at a certain task, however, 


NAB declared. 
Many men now working in other | 


|} ers for various jobs in the National | 
Defense program was launched Fri- | 


Bright-yellow and | 


Broadcasters Cooperation Sought 
DRue ACCOUNTS To Muster 100,000 Skilled Workers 


former efficiency quickly 
with practice. Need for men is ur- 
gent. Make no mistake about that. 

‘Men responding to radio announce- 
ments secure application blanks sat 
the nearest first or second class post 
office, from the 5,000 Civil Service 
secretaries on duty. 

‘A man is hired on thé basis of in- 
formation he supplies in this blank. 
He qualifies for Civil Service em- 
ployment by demonstrating that he 
is a capable workman. The waiting 
interval is cut to a minimum.’ 

Asking transmitters all over 
country to 


returns 


the 
‘turn on the heat,’ NAB 


| pledged itself to a weekly conference 


| with the U. S. Civil 
| mission 
possible | 


im- | 


of preparing the country’s defenses. | 


Service Com- 
about jobs throughout the 
U. S. Since ‘needs at certain points’ 
are expected to change frequently, 
| the industry association will tip off 
| stations whenever necessary, s6 that 
announcements may be ‘killed or 
modified to meet the changing con- 
| ditions,’ 


Cantor Air Casting 





Casting of the Ipana-Sal Hepatica 
show will be completed by Friday, 
| Eddie Cantor, who takes over the 
| program this fall from Fred Allen, 





trades, NAB believes, and--while the | declared Monday (22) in New York. 
jobs are all under Civil Service—‘all | 


Comedian said he has prepared a 
| whole roster of possibilities which 
| will be presented to Young and Ru- 
_bicam and Bristol-Myers, the spon- 
' sors, today (Wednesday). Decision 
| has been promised by them by Fri- 
day so Cantor can return to the 


| Coast early next week. 








KSL 
SALT LAKE CITY 


50,000 WATTS 
CBS 





NEW EQUIPMENT for continued leader- 
ship... New 50,000 watt Western-Electric 


transmitter... Blaw-Knox radiator... Westem- 


Electric input equipment for all studios. 
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ALFRED HITCHCOCK 


| JERRY LESTER 


with Herbert Marshall, Edmund Comedy 


Gwean, Noreen Gammil, Lurene 
‘Tuttle 
"The Lodger’ 
39 Mins. 
CBS Ferecast No. 4 
Mouday 9:30 p.m. 
WASBC-CBS, New York 
What Columbia offers for sale in 
this one is the ‘suspense technique’ 
of the English film director Alfred 
Hitcheock. This series called 
‘Suspense Stories.’ 


is 


As a sample of how he does it and 


what he might do regularly, if the 
price were right, the selection was a 
Jack the Ripper thriller, “The Lod- 
ger, by Mrs. Belloc Lowndes, 
adapted by Joan Morrison. It be- 
longed to the ‘My-God-I can’t-stand- 
anymore’ school of dramatic tensity. 
One goosepimple says to another, 
‘this is what I was telling you about!’ 

Hitcheock is a director with an ex- 
ceptionally acute ear. He achieves 
his results by a Ravel-like rhythmic 


pummelling of the nervous system. | 
various } 


Music, sound effects, the 
equivalents of squeaking shoes, deep 
breathing, disembodied voices 
mingled in the telling of the tale 
with a mounting accumulation of 
small descriptive touches that pyra- 
mid the tension. As heard Monday 
night at 9:30 (and ending right on 
the nose) the narrative was taut and 
gripping. It was marked by the 
master touch of the tempo king from 
Elstree. 
ening, the piece was professionally 
a horror zombie that made a strong 
case for having Hitchcock on the air 
this fall. 
the audition is 
isn’t literary or radio cricket to al- 
low the climax of such artfully-spun 
story-telling to degenerate into a gag. 
Possibly because there wasn’t enough 
air time, possibly because there was 


no ending in the original story, (in 


‘confined his jesting mostly to night- 
i clubs, is 


direction than he got last Tuesday | 


are | 


‘gags that 


Steady, inexorable, quick- | 


The dissenting thought on | 
obviously this: it | 


PEPSODENT 


| Tuesday, 10 p.m. 
/WEAF-NBC, New York 


(Lord & Thomas) 
Jerry Lester, who heretofore has 
getting 10 weeks in which 
himself as a likely mike 
personality. If he shows substantial 
signs of clicking, Lord & Thomas 
will dress around him a program of 
his own, 
Lester made his initial plunge on | 
this summer filler, which - stars | 
Tommy Dorsey's orchestra and even ! 


to prove 


though the outcome last Tuesday (9) | 
was a none too happy one the comic 
gave evidences of having that in-! 
definable something out of which an ! 
ingratiating mike personality might 
be evolved. It wili have to take a 
lot with 


| 


ot 


experimenting material | 
ind supporting stooges and he'll; 
need a much surer hand at comedy : 


! 
night, ' 

On his introductory stint Lester | 
wes loaded down with slapstick of ! 
the sound effects sort and the results | 
were most of the time brutal. The 
stvoges failed to mesh with him and 
could have counted for } 
solid laughs landed in this instance 
like so many duds. Apparently 


| Lester has also been badly advised 
/on 


the projection of his comedy 
style. lt was so demure and self- 
restraining that it curdled. That 
closing parody also didn’t belong. 


The ineptness that surrounded | 
Lester was enormous and the fact ! 
that he didn't collapse completely 


indicated that there was something 
in the comic worth a prolonged trial. 
Odec. 

‘THE BISHOP AND THE GAR- 
GOYLE’ 

With Richard Gordon, Ken Lynch, 
Elizabeth Morgan, Jean Ellyn, 
Eleanor Audley, Arthur Allen 


which the villan vanished through | Comedy Mystery 


the side door of the wax museum) 
the fiendish Jack the Ripper of Lon- 
don in the late 80's merely evaporated 
and the rapt listener, like the pro- 
actors who told Hitchcock | L 
before th ign-off that he | 25S a filler while Edgar Bergen takes 
rage gn his vacation, NBC may find that by 


testing 
just 


couldn’t do such things, were left 
Alfy, old | 
boy, don’t ever do that to us again. 

Herbert Marshall doubled as nar- 
and as the black-cloaked reli- | 
gious fanatic who took lodgings and 
amerged only by fog-light to prow! 
girls who 
were pretty, blonde and tipsy. These 
he liquidated with a long knife. The 
next morning the headlines screamed 


unsatisfied and cheated. 


rator 


the streets looking for 


of a new horror in London. 


Marshall gave a vivid and versatile 
reading, with recollections inevitable | 
and Orson 
was Edmund 
role of the husband, 


of Charles 
Welles 


Gwenn 


Laug!:ton 
Good, too, 


in the 


30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
Although the series is in this spot 


the time fall rolls around that it has 
a sound piece of commercial prop- 
erty in ‘The Bishop and the Gar- 
goyle.. The only thing that might 


|hamper it is the possible objection 


of some listeners to the ideas of a 
gentleman of the cloth, even though 
retired, chasing crooks and other 
flora and of the underworld. Many 
agency impresarios are of the opin- 
ion that the coming commercial sea- 
son will see lots of comedy dramas, 
and there’s no reasan why this one, 
with some pepping up in writing and 
production, couldn’t be a likely can- 
didate. The series itself is not new 
ito radio. It had something of a run, 


but it was a strange bit of profes- | also sustaining, in 1936. 


sional 
air-billing (or maybe his agent 


to credit the actress who 


landlady. Mrs. Bunting. She 
Noreen Gammil and very good 
All in all 


mule-like kick and demonstrated, | 
which is hardly surprising, 


Hitchcock of 
to 


the cinema has 
sell the electrified air. Land. 


Maxwell Arnow given production 
Gulf-Screen 
Guild series, replacing Conrad Nagel, | 
and reports following month’s rest in 


executive job for new 


Canada 


oversight that gave Gwenn 
in- 
sisted!) in a minor role and omitted 
carried 
most of the burden as the frightened 
was 


this ‘Suspense’ had a 


much 


There are but two permanent char- 
acters in this dramatic compound, a 
retired missionary and a reformed 
lug. Each program completes an 
adventure. Richard Gerdon, who 
was the early Sherlock Holmes of 
|radio (pre-Rathbone), carves out a 


; now 


‘EARTHBORN’ 

With Minabelle Abbott, Kenneth 
Peters, Virginia Temples, Laura 
Frazer, Ray Shannon, Lon Clark 

Serial 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 3 p.m. 

WLW, Cincinnati 
Richards was continuity editor of 

WLS, Chicago, and program director 

of KMOX, St. Louis, before illness 

forced him to take a breather. Since 
last fall he has been authoring and 
producing for WLW. This station is 
presenting his thrice-weekly 

Clem and Maggie hiilbilly scripter 

and has him handling its Saturday 

night Boone County Jamboree show, 
for Serutan, and the County Fair 

Revue. 

‘Earthborn’ returns to the air three 
veterans of dramatic serials: 
belle Abbott, who originated the title 
role in ‘Life of Mary Sothern,’ and 
Kenneth Peters and his wife, Virginia 
Temples, who played in ‘Ma Perkins’ 
and other dramas originating at NBC 
in Chicago. It also has Ray Shannon, 
ex-vaude man who has been de- 
veloping as a character actor on 
Crosley’s stations for several years. 
Laura Frazer is a young Cincy 
actress of promise. 

Stanza caught, July 14, was the 
second in the series. Job in general 
was plenty on the okay side. Story is 
about a country boy coming back 
from college with a city bride to sur- 


prise his family, neighbors and 
notably his childhood sweetheart. 
Age of this idea is sh:dowed by 


Richards’ back-yonder scripting, also 
by expert talent support. 

Compared to the run-of-mine 
serials clogging present day radio, 
this one is 1 wholesome whiff of 
fresh countryside. Koll. 


MARGARET CULKIN BANNING 
‘It Looks From Here’ 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WJZ-NBC, New York 


‘It Looks From Here’ is a new 
series of weekly commentaries, over 
NBC blue, by Margaret C. Banning, 
the novelist. Talks presumably are 
designed for women listeners, al- 


though they have just about as much 
pertinence for men. They originate 


come from Democratic National Con- 
vention. 


Mrs. Banning discusses national 
and international affairs, war devel- 
opments, etc., with emphasis upon 
latter’s effect in United States. One 
broadcast dealt with the universal 
military training, compulsory serv- 
ice or conscription bill pending in 
Congress. Another concerned itself 
with ‘Civilian Preparedness.’ 

Some listeners will inevitably com- 
pare Mrs. Banning with Dorothy 
Thompson. Broadly 


DANNY KAYE 
with Jane Cowl, Joan Edwards, 
Rush Hughes, Lyn Murray Orches- 
ira, Four Clubmen, 

30 Mins. 


| CBS Forecast No. 3 
| WABC-CBS, New York 





| 


|} went 


in several spots, one heard being | 
from Chicago and another from} 
Duluth. This week’s program will 


family 


Radio programs, like the 
If it 


wash, need a line to hang on. 


THE MOTORIST 


ON THE BEAM 


is hangable the line itself seldom gets | 


much attention. 


That about sums up | 


the ‘format’ of ‘When You Were 21.’ | 


It brought a number of clever en- 
tertainers together Monday night on 


CBS. But beyond bringing them to- | 


gether the idea, per se, was rather 
vague, occasionally superfluous and 
will neither make nor mar the pro- 
gram, although any obligation to 


stick to that particular line indefin- | 


itely might be unnecessarily restric- 
tive should the audition snag a spon- 


| sor and become a series. 
' 
Mina- 


‘When You Were 21’ deals with a 
year, any year, in American history 


when some part of the radio audi- | 


ence came of age. Which 
like minority appeal at all 
This time the year was 1919. 
so, accordingly, there were 
and allusions to 1919. 
gags. But mostly the 1919 thing 
wasn't important to or in the pro- 
ceedings and the need for recurrent 


times. 


songs 


sounds | 


And | 


By HOBE MORRISON 
(Variety Staff Member Just Back 
from His Vacation) 

For the motor tourist, radio not 
only breaks the monotony of long 
hours on the road, but it also offers 
virtually the only way for the tray- 
eler to keep abreast of what's Bo- 
ing on in the world. Asa diversion, 
radio is more valuable for the solj- 
tary motorist. That's particularly 
true at night, when reception is bet- 
ter and when otherwise a 
driver sometimes tends to 
sleepy. 

As a news medium, radio gives 
the motorist a smattering of events 


single 
become 


‘hardly obtainable otherwise, since 


And a few | 


references to the motif was merely | 


padding for the show. 

Danny Kaye was offered as the 
primary raison d'etre of audition 
number three in the CBS Forecast 
series. His is an odd, unpunched, 
characterization-colored repertory of 
fun epsiodes. On the whole he 
ingratiating and surely it is true that 
new- funnymen_ are 


Is 


| more 


it's impossible to read a newspaper 
while on the road and, in any case, 
the unfamiliarity of out-of-towa 
papers is always unsatisfactory. 
In general, musical programs ara 
listenable than talk for- the 
motorist. But music is comparative- 


_ly scarce during the daylight hours, 


desperately | 


needed in a radio world where Clif- | 


ton Fadiman is nearly the only new 
‘comedian’ of the past two seasons. 
The others on the program were de- 
pendable radio folk. Rush Hughes 
is a Pacific coast veteran announcer 
who here performs the chore of an 
efficient but not self-charmed m.c. 
The music and the singing are clicko 
elements, while for a guest shot Jane 
Cowl came to the mike with a bit of 
moving elocution on idealism that 
was definitely distinguished. Inci- 
dentally, Miss Cowl’s several ap- 
pearances on radio have’ seldom 
failed to suggest the question of 


which with the better clearer recep- 
tion at night, makes that period 
much better for the traveler. 

For the night driver, the network 
shows are generally the more listen- 
able, but during the daytime the 


| spread of serial programs over the 


/ networks leaves the 


why she isn’t more regularly a part | ch 
| with unconnected or ludicrously-as- 


of the great throbbing ozone. 
Basically a revue with comedian, 
lush orchestrations, guest star, spieler 
and song stylist, ‘When You were 21’ 
through its public audition 
with no cause for qualms. The di- 
rection of Brewster Morgan was well- 
meshed in all divisions. The enter- 


| tainers worked from a script in 
which Eddie Foreman, Nat Curtis 
and Sylvia Fine collabed. The pro- 
gram was edited lean and played 
neat. It was always pleasant des- 


the fields they | 


cover on air are somewhat the same | 


and both editorialize. Mrs. Banning 





'suave performance as the bishop, 
while Ken Lynch puts lots of spright- 


that | liness and tang is his handling of the 


part of the ex-con and aide to the 
bishop in their avocation at tracking 
| down crime. The plots are deftly 
woven, the gag lines assigned Lynch 
are really funny and the supporting 
| sketched. 

Francis Wilson is the scriptist and 
characters are colorfully and clearly 
|\.TIoe Thompson, the director. Odec. 


is not flaming ether crusader that 
Miss Thompson is, nor has she as 


| definite a mike personality. She will 
| neither enthuse nor rile up dialers as 
| does Miss Thompson 
Mrs. Banning is a clear thinker. In 
considering ‘Civilian Preparedness,’ 
|she made some acute observations on 
Hitler’s tactics, present and future 
plans. 
|}ing tempo and sharpen her emphasis. 
i Voice is rather pleasing. Jaco. 
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@ As Democratic candidate for Governor of Nebraska 

Terry Carpenter knows the secret of winning friends 
That explains why KLZ 
was his choice when he brought his Terry's Gasoline 
And KLZ showed him 
the way to make an off-the-beaten-path service ‘sta- 


and influencing people. 
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| 
} 
| 


Should perhaps cut her read- | 





| 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| at all, may account for that. Sea- 

| soning and confidence may be all she | 
needs. Sang two numbers. when | 
caught last Thursday night (18). 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 





pite its slightly insistent preoccupa- 
tion with the year 1919, a year to 
forget it would seem. Land. 


Follow-Up Comment 


Frazier Hunt, subbing for Gabriel 
Heatter over WOR-Mutual for 
Kreml, gave an essay Friday night 
(19) about U. S. foreign policy, pre- 
paredness plans and ended with a 
plea for an active, agressive demo- 
cracy. Introduced with a spiel about 
his recent tour through the Near 
East, the Balkans, Germany, France 
and England, the correspondent was 
apparently supposed to slip across a 











flock of inside dope about those 
countries. However, he confined 
himself largely to the U. S. scene, 


only referring to the European situa- 
tion indirectly as it may affect this 


country. Remarks seem well-in- 
formed, logical and clearly ex- 
pressed. Has a deep voice and 


speaks well. 
confidence that would come with a 
regular spot, Hunt appears to have 
the stuff to become a top ranking 
commentator. 





Bonnie King, new vocalist with 
Bob Crosby’s orchestra, is another 
product of KMBC, Kansas City, 
which has supplied several person- 
alities to the networks. She has an 
appealing voice and handles it easily, 
but may lack the sparkle and tonal 


motorist little 
but the tough-to-get local broad- 
casters to hear. Baseball game 
broadcasts are welcome listening for 
the tourist, but dramatic programs 
requiring comparatively close atten- 
tion to the narrative, are a bore, 
However, there are frequently 
laughs to be had from the network 
serials, when the fading as the car 
speeds into & poor listening area 
cuts several lines of dialog and the 
characters come back into hearing 


sociated speeches. 

One program heard during a re- 
cent New England trip. contained 
several funny moments. It was an 
Army Air Service show, ethered 
over WBZ-WBZA, _  Boston-Spring- 
field, to hypo recruiting. Number 
of obviously-McCoy fliers and other 


soldiers were on the show, which 
was a series of interviews. In one 
case, a pilot grew more and more 


flustered as he stumbled through his 


| seript, finally coming to a line that 


With the practice and | 


color necessary for widespread popu- | 


larity. Recent boost to a major net- 
work show, plus the fact that she is 
comparitively inexperienced in radio 


first being ‘Meet the Sun Half-Way’ 
and the second ‘Man I Love.’ 
passable, but the latter would have 
been outstanding except for the 
over-arranged final portion. 


Both | 


stalled him flat. After he'd tried 
about five times to read it the inter- 
viewer took over with the remark, 
‘Maybe I'd better help you on that. 
In general, the Army-written-and- 
acted programs seem to be improv- 
ing, but they're still far below pro- 
fessional standards. 

CIO REPORTER 

Labor News 

15 Mins.—Local 

Daily, 6:30 p.m. 

KYA, San Francisco 

Paradoxical situation is newscast 
sponsored by CIO on a Hearst out- 
let. Prepared by CIO headquarters, 
nightly budget of labor news is read 
by anonymous spieler. 

On show caught, comment attacked 
as ‘frameup’ contempt trials of union 
workers, urged listeners to protest 
against Bridges’ deportation and 
NLRB reorganization bills, and gav2 
schedule of labor forums in Bay area 
Also offered was 5c pamphlet on 
NLRB and sich books as ‘You 
Can't Do That,’ ‘Bridges On Trial, 
‘Military Strength of the Powers 
and ‘Dangerous Thoughts’ at four 


| bits each or discount for several. 


Copy was cynical and sarcastic in 
spots. As presented here, it’s a ra- 
dio counterpart of labor newspapers. 
In a less labor conscious town, se6- 
ment might seem daring but fills 1!9 
niche here. Wern. 









































YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
ANEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 
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"Want a Divorce’ | 
Back With Film — 


| 
| 


Tie-Ins Oct. 5 


' 





‘| Want A Divorce’ will return to | 
the Columbia network for 26 weeks | 
starting Oct. 5. Will be heard Satur- 
days at 7:30 p.m. New York time. 
Food & Beverage Broadcasters Asso- 
ciation is the sponsor with the pro- | 
duction under Emil Brisacher agency 
of San Francisco, 

Program will add a Hollywood 
personality and other film links. 
There are also tie-ins this season 
with a film of similar title starring 
Joan Blondell and her’ husband. 
These film tie-ins are said to have | 
clinched the revival of ‘I Want a Di- | 
vorce’ over ‘Hollywood Holiday’ 
program which was tentatively con- 

sidered as a substitute. 

' ‘Divorce’ rated around eight in the | 
C.A.B. last season, Van Fleming will 
again handle the production. 


CKLW VISA TROUBLE 
Staff Can Now Cross and Re-Cross 
International Border 

---— | 
Detroit, July 23. | 
Passport and visa difficulties ex- 
perienced here at the Windsor-De- | 
iroit border the past few weeks, have | 
now subsided and staff at CKLW. | 
across the river, has now obtained | 
the necessary data required for com- | 
muting between the Canadian and | 
Detroit studios. 
Border regulations, which reduced | 
jniercity commuting to a_ trickle, 
caused some delay for several mem 
bers of CKLW staff but none missed | 
a broadcast. 








Hayward on Production 
For Ray Paige Americana 


Henry P. Hayward is handling pro- | 


duction of the Westinghouse Ray- 
mond Paige ‘Musical Americana’ 
show, beginning with last night's 


(Tuesday) program. Kenneth Watt 


Andrews, director of radio for Fuller | 
& Smith & Ross agency, will super- 
vise. | 


Andrews is also building two more 
shows for the agency’s clients. 


AFRA Poll at KXOK 
St. Louis, July 23. 
The NLRB last week notified Nel- 
lie Booth, exec. sec. of the St. Louis 
Chapter of AFRA, that a bargaining 
election be held within 30 days | 
among the staff and free lance talent | 
at KXOK, owned and operated by | 
the Siar-Tiimes. The eleciion comes 
as a result of the station’s request 
According to Miss Booth, who began 
negotiations for a wage contract last 
May the station, through its aitor- 
ney, George Logan, doesn’t dispute 
AFRA’s claim that AFRA has a ma- 
jority among the radio employes, but 
wanted to officially determine 
What the labor union controlled. A 
favorable count for AFRA is expect- 
ed to result in a speedy wage pact 
Miss Booth, Logan and King Deer 
local NLRB representative, are 
skedded to huddle to fix a date for 
the election. AFRA claims 16 of the 
18 singers, actors and gabbers belong 
to the organization. KXOK began 
operation in Sept., 1938, and has 
never had a wage pact with AFRA 


1USI 


Phyllis Carter’s Series 


Montreal, July 23 


; , } 
Phyllis Carter, only local femme} 

mewscaster (Women in the News), } 

Starts new daily women’s progran 


over Canadian Marconi Station CFCF 


this week for Toilet Laundries 
Show to be entitled ‘Women of Ou 
Time’ deals with current activities 


of femmes such as Dorothy Thomp- 
s0n and other prominent American 
and British women, including mem- | 
bers of the Royal Family. 
Catelli Macaroni has booked new | 
15-minute musical show over CFCF | 
through Vickers & Benson. Othe 
néw commercials on CFCF include 
Wabasso Cotton (Eddy Rucker Nick- 
els Co. Cambridge Mass.); Wheat | 
Flakes (Templeton Proprietories): | 
Charles Gurd & Co. (soft drinks), 
through Cockfield-Brown agency. 





Minneapolis.—Vera’Oskey, for past | 
five years copywriter on publica- | 
tions and radio advertising on vari- 
us General Mills products for 
Knox Reeves Agency, now with 
Compton, New York City. 


IRENE RICH SHOW GOES ON 
Chicago, July 23. 

Kastor, agency here for Welch 

Grape Juice, has renewed for an- 

other 52 weeks of NBC time on the 


basic Blue web starting Aug. 11 and | 


taking 8:30-8.45 p. m. central time. 


Show, which is headed by Irene | 


Rich in a dramatic series, will repeat 
on the NBC-Red stations in the 
mountain and Coast districts. 


Taylor to P.&R. 


John Taylor, formerly with Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan on Lever Bros. pro- 
grams, has shifted to Pedlar & Ryan, 
effective Monday (22). He becomes 
script editor and supervisor, replac- 
ing Finis Farr, who left free- 


= 





ior 


| lance scripting on ‘Mr. District At- 


torney’ and other shows. 
Before going to Ruthrauff & Ryan, 


| Taylor was script supervisor of the 
|Compton agency. 


For the present 
he will work on Procter & Gamble 
daytime shows for Pedlar & Ryan. 


Regina, 


Canadian 
spiels and Law 


gina, joins Royal 
Force. Reynolds 
handles the money. 


Sask.—Maurice Reynolds | 
and Harold Law, of the CKCK, Re- | 
Air | 


| 


| ing to get Robert Young. 


Fast Convincer 


A double quick success story 
for radio has been chal':ed up at 
WABC, New York in the case of 
Federa! Life and Casualty, which 
began July 8 on the Larry Elliott 


‘Rising Son’ program. Drew 
1.200 requests for a mailing 
piece, ‘ 

As a result Green - Brodie 


agency for the account has con- 
tracted for a quarter hour Sun- 
day morning with Zeke Man- 
ners and gang. 








Y&R Option Gosch-Harris 
‘Adventure In Manhattan’ 


Young & Rubicam 
week's option on ‘Adventure’ in 
Manhattan, a romantic comedy 
series by Martin Gosch and Howard 
Harris, for which the agency is try- 
Expiration 


has taken a 


date is Friday (26). 
Gosch and Harris are also writ- 


‘Doctor Sounds Advertising Warning: 
~ Youth Grows Skeptical Over Claims 


Vancouver, B. C., July 23 


In a devastating aitack on radio- | 
advertised ‘patent medicine hoaxes’ | 


in the United States, Dr. Frank J. 
Clancy, of Seattle, warned the ad- 
vertising fraternity that ‘deception 
and sharp practice in the name of 
business could eventually destroy 
the American way.’ Former head of 
the American Medical Association's 
bureau of investigation, Dr. Clancy 
addressed the annual convention of 
the Pacific Advertising Clubs As- 


| sociation. 


He furnished concrete evidence of 
the worthlessness of certain products 
which have become household names 


‘largely through the agency of radio 


ing scripts for Jerry Lester, com- | 


edian on the Tommy Dorsey show 
Tuesday nights for Pepsodent. In 
addition, they're doing an original 
screen story on assignment from 
Warners. It’s intended for 
Cagney and Anne Sheridan. 


James | 


‘soon have to add courses in 
making if they are to compete with! 


will 


gag- 


comedians. ‘Medical colleges 


the radio comedians,’ ob- 


served. 
He decried talk of Communistic 
tendencies on the part of present- 


Clancy 


Gay youth 
laughs at 


cials in 


The youth of today 
your pontifical commer- 
the case of questionable 
products, and flings back at you, 
‘Well, if business is so rotten it 
ought fo be destroyed.’ 

‘I who am able to evaluate per- 
haps better than anyone in the 
United States your patent medicine 
hoaxes am left wondering if the 
values of the other products that 
are brought to me on the radio are 
not equally questionable; if motor 
Oils, watches, clothes, food products 
and other things are not also of 
doubtful worth. 

‘Purely from the profit view- 
point, radio should supervise itself 
to a position above suspicion,’ he 
vald. 





Ralph Whitmore, Jr., KSFO, San 
Francisco, salesman, spending two 
weeks in military training at Camp 
Ord, near Monterey. 























[n Cincinnati 


WSAI is 2° only to WLW 
in total business 








Climaxing the dramatic sweep forward and upward of WSAI's 


business, comes this revolutionary Cincinnati situation: WSAI IS NOW 


SECOND ONLY TO WLW IN TOTAL BUSINESS! 


During the typical week of July 14th through the 20th, WSAI had 


2622, quarter hours of sponsored programs—local, national, spot AND 


NETWORK. Thus, 5000 watt WSAI, though not tops in power, is tops 


in business, and is impressively ahead of its nearest rival, a 50,000 


watt, 1490 kc, CBS station. 


By excluding baseball, we subtract the “strictly summertime” 


business. 


Yet even after that, WSAI is still in second place in total 


sponsorship. 


These indices of leadership demonstrate what advertisers think of 


the Cincinnati radio situation since that memorable day last September 


when three network changes were made here. 


They point out the 


station which the majority of the men who pay the bills believe is 


doing the job for the advertiser. 


More and more, WSAI becomes the choice of those who wish to 


reach and sell Cincinnati. 


S ci i Cincinnati’s Own Station — 


[(NTERNATIONAL K 
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DON LEE NETWORK CUTS OFF * HITLER 
CALLS SPEECH APOLOGY FOR NAZI CRIMES 


Pacific Web Decides That Its Facilities Will seal 
Hereafter Be Available to Berlin ‘Propaganda’— 


















‘Variety’ Pours Brilliant Scorn 
On Defeatist Radio Newscasters 








Hitler’s Intrusion 


Thompson 
for 


bunch (advertising , 


A radio reviewer in the current] 
the sponsors of the 


issue of Variety, organ of American! agency 







St. Paul, July 23. show business, has put the case | at te is —- fap to have 
M4 ’ + When WCCO aired Hitler's against those “super-informed™ news had nothing to do with picking the 
Many Compliment Action, Others Question It spiel Friday (19) afternoon, long commentators in a few superbly one = — being made di 
Pe ae. eS Oe ea £ Bil : . . withering paragraphs. , rectly by the sponsor. 
distance switchboard lit up with Reviewing the “news” broadcast It is this fear of interfering with . 






who objected 
broken 


calls from listeners 
to having their serials 


free speech that protects American 
radio commentators in their in- 


the Washing: ' 


impresarios, 


of Pearson and Allen, 
ton Merry-Go-Round 








Los Angeles, July 23. {than a hundred persons had called in 




























Lewis Allen Weiss, headman for = a me eT “wr sod into. Variety's writer notes they intro-; ahenable right to pretend to in- 

; ~ : rictor ‘he rest. everything an o C $ 
verted to his early newspaper train- again be heard on the Don Lee chain, pleasant procedure, at least for a = he boa 4 ager hel a profit. Pearson wre "ines 7 
ing last week and typed out his first unless the chancellor mends his ways.! time. It is certainly infinitely more full their ‘predictions’ are similar to 
radio announcement in years. It | enjoyable to hear a fine orchestra This statement could hardly Transradio’s slice of Sunday sup- 
was brief and potent—potent enough , Boettiger’s ‘Yes, But—’ —or almost anything else for that have failed to please German — plement sensationalism called ‘Con. 






fidentially Yours’ and also to the 
eye-popping disclosures of Wythe 
Williams. It’s a kind of broadcast- 
ing that the networks don't like. 





propaganda agents and was in no 
wise lessened as a contribution to 
defeatism by the fact that the 
pair “regretted” their conviction, 
“hoped” it wasn’t true and added ‘ but certain advertisers don’t mind 
at the end the qualifying phrase | In the midst of greater prob- 
“if aid doesn't come.” ' lems besetting a troubled and con- 

NBC sources were reported an- fused humanity not much note per- 





to chase Adolf Hitler off the air afier Seattle, July 23. | 
he had been spouting for 45 minutes.| When the broadcast of Adolf Hit- 
Getting his fill of the harangue,' ler’s address was cut off KOL here 
Weiss moved over to his secretary’s, py Mutual-Don Lee, many listeners 
typewriter and pounded out the fol- complimented the web, while others 
lowing to be read on the air by Stu took contrary stand. Jqghn Boettiger, 


matter—than the rasping, hysteri- 
cal speeches of Adolf Hitler. 
Furthermore, we can _ justify 
ourselves by the simple expedient 
of calling Hitler’s speeches propa- 
ganda and we want no part of 































































































































































Wilson: 'son-in-law of President Roosevelt! propaganda. air cae : 
‘The management of this network’! and publisher of Seattle Post-Intelli-' - However. hidden within the ker- noyed at Pearson and Allen pre- | haps will be taken of commenta- ae 
‘ Mia aa : : , senting them with such a sour bit | tors in a democracy who for an 
is of the opinion that it is not in the | gencer, under date of July 20, made nel of this most plausible and of comment on the very first pro- , attention-getting stunt echo the . 
public interest or im harmony with} the subject his lead editorial as fol- soothing argument is a very great | cram. NBC had previously been | sentiments of Berlin with an apolo- 
the attitude of this Government to lows: danger indeed. | disinclined to okay the pair be-  getic ‘thfSs hurts us more than it 
permit the continuation of this broad-; PROPAGANDA—WHAT TO DO That danger is that we will de- | cause of their crack about ex- ; does you.’ Such are the times we ‘ 
cast by Mr. Hitler from Germany. ABOUT IT? liberately deny to ourselves all | President Herbert Hoover in their | live in. 
We feel sure that our listeners will The decision of the Mutual-Don = facts that are unpalatable. In | radio series last winter. However, Then, too, there's the current be- 
acts t p e ithdr: t lief that bad ism, z ; 
concur in our opinion that Mr. Hitler; Lee Broadcasting Company to re- | short, we will nourish ourselves | objections were re awe =. that ~ wns is realism, any- 
should not be permitted to use our) move from its network the reichs- | upon a mental pabulum that di- | Oe eae of The 3. Walter ara Aronp a ‘whieh @inhing” atig- 
American facilities to justify his | tag speech of Adolf Hitler focuses gests easily, but builds no mental | * ee 
crimes against civilization itself.’ a sharp light on a most important . bone and sinew. | 
ea vara pe was ho question,— What - ——— and | Further, we will deliberately and ' nas leicaslagiactipitapainctnnjiisitaiegiinaiaioni eases 
e swi oard was ablaze! what should we do about it? i: knowingly deny ourselves a free | ‘ 
with lights. Within an hour more Mutual, breaking into the speech, | circulation of news, because by | in his sixties. Yet, there was some- t 
said it did not believe the broad- any yardstick Hitler’s reichstag | 7 thing perennially youthful about him l 
casting facilities of the bert speech was news as well as propa- | Wows Canada apnea is always something youth- ‘ 
7h : | States_should be used as a vehicle | ganda. j , ful about those who have done what . 
Affiliated with Mutual _ to carry a glorification and justifi- There is, and always has been, | Continued from page 22 they wanted to do. He had had a c 
“Coast to Coast” Network J) cati ici ; | | 
0a oas | cation of the Nazi war policies. Its | a very fine and indefinable line | Slovakia, only with Mr Benes. So $00d life, the best life a man can t 
NCBS | stations then switched to music, | between news and propaganda. | when Mr. Benes resigned he made | have; a life of action and a life of 1 
| while the National and Columbia { Sometimes they are one and the | peace with Czecho-Slovakia by intellect... . Young Winston Chur- t 
broadcasting companies continued | same. It is one of the glories of | turning it into a Nazi protectorate.’ Chill was a soldier of fortune, a fight- t 
THE BEST “SPOT” BUY to bring listeners the voice of | qg democracy that its citizens ;er on two continents, a war corre- , 
for Bianket Coverage of Adolf Hitler. > ok } have free and easy access to in- | Churehili and Hitler /spondent, his heart mettlesome, his t 
MINNESOTA To Mutual, Hitler’s speech was formation. It is one of the duties | Most graphic of all was Miss eye keen, living in his times, living 
NO. @& SO. DAKOTA propaganda and there = there- of the citizens of a democracy to | Thompson’s conception of the two in them up to the hilt, preserving s 
. . : fore, no place for it in its micro- eigh this information and sift the |men, Churchill and Hitler, who now | every impression on paper. He s 
High Light “News” Broad- * « | tan ged nplif iri j i te ted te 
te. : phones. * Every court of true and the false from it. |exemplify the national spirit of the, was in love with life. He had no l 
e casts sold on Participating decency and humanity has already The most simple and _ reliable | Opposing countries. Hitler, she de-| complexes, no neuroses. And what ] 
Basis. found them guilty beyond belief. guide in this search for truth is to |scribed as ‘a furious, unhappy, did he stand for in the history of i 
We offer an UNUSUAL MER- This being so, why should there be | consider the source. The words of | frustrated, and fanatic figure who, England? Light and _ generosity; 
CHANDISING SERVICE with any necessity to hear their expla- | Hitler should be examined in the | has climbed to unprecedented power | home rule for Ireland; tolerance and ¢ 
all campaigns. nations, no matter how ingenious light of what we know about Hit- |on the piled up bodies of millions equality for the defeated Boers, gen- i 
May we Send You Details? they may be? ler. Under this light we can read- | of men, carried and pushed forward erosity to the defeated Germans— C 
NORTH CENTRAL Let us say, therefore, that these ily expose the speciousness of his | by revolution forces, supported by he was no lover of the Treaty of I 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM madmen may speak as much as argument. | vast hordes of youth crying destruc-| Versailles; social reform and the t 
pete ge Fl they choose to the eye jtion to the whole past of civilized | rights of labor. I 
aE 4 they have subjected, but that we ie C il n...He stood atop this pyramid — r 
sangtte SEcand’ ortiee yet who can still control our actions casa wea ac 93, | of steel-clothed men, stretched out; Jane Clark, daughter of Bert Clark 
~~ ae a ee | ee ee ee ae WwGY “is brosiicenting Monday | bis right hand and grabbed a prov-| (Clark and Hamilton, long a stand- 
11 E. 44th Street, Phone: MU. 2-6148 speeches. ni hts € Pe a programs conducted | 12° and his left, and snatched an-| ard vaudeville act), is a member of 4 
Undoubtedly that would be a oy Vic Campbell and called ‘Na-| ther. The pyramid grew higher) the WTRY, Troy, N. Y., staff. She \ 
ltional Defense Opportunities.” Pur-|2"4 higher. It made a mountain of) has introduced a new program, “Tips r 
| pose is to emphasize the opportuni- | Plood and steel from the top of) and Tunes for Teensters,’ aimed at r 
e e ties cffered by various branches of which the furious and fanatic one} youngsters in that age group. 0 
army, navy and marines, with spe- could see all the kingdoms of the ——~ a 
rite (7F or on ‘cial stress on the chances enlisted |¢2°th. How easy to conquer, They | c 
3 |;men enjoy of learning trades which Pe oe the earth. Their I 
imay later be of advantage to them | Youth PRY SFR and baseball and t 
| in civilian fife. |go to the movies. Their life is a dull a 
oniriant veesuibiad eftionces oc well round of buying and selling, of end- | t 
YO IR NEARE ST = henkeaane ae Atbeow Aves: offices less discussions in silly parliaments a 
| ar -esente , and congresses. They have lost the 
| are presented. eh will to power and domination. For : 
Germans’ Pledge a quarter of a century in all their f 
Buffalo, July 23 schools and colleges they have been r 
In this cit f largel tf wt Mee preaching to their youth peace, fel- f 
. lis C y o arg y hele oe eX- |lowship and reconciliation And he t 
peverne. arenes, groups ba wry laughed, a wild laugh of thirsty joy, Vv 
FFI E re-altnming abesiance in the face of’ |erying down to the serried rows on | NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES ————— I 
| overseas events. Latest to adopt/rows of unifor 1 fanati 
| resolutions of U. S. loyalty is the seed waht tea south: | EDWARD PETRY & CO. > 
_ | a ™ ee »Y : y 4s = strike, and the world will be yours.’! ’ f 
\ rt prs eegtisenereiareg ee Asso- | Of Churchill Miss Thompson said: | 1 ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 
] | ciation, numbering 100 members. ‘He was no longer young. He was ; ‘ 
| President Edward Doherty, in| s 
ib R S e h | making the pledge, said nine nation- — : 
O eserve pace in f e | alities are included in the group. 
e 
| So | e 
' 
n 
Kk 
1940-41 ENGLISH ONLY 3 
j } n 
AFTER 6 P M Recordi 
| Recordings L-§ 
“ fi 
sie Processed and g 
Ri, | | Sed and Pressed : 
enn | In Canada ) 
| I 
RADIO | WOV, New York, will sw%ich its Vertical or Lateral 7 
policy effective Aug. 15 to air only Also ine f 
English programs after 6 p.m. Sta- line } 
tion currently broadcasts in both Recording of | 
| English and Italian day and night. | the highest - 
Only commercials are in Italian, but ‘ u 
° |after the shift all such shows will Quality - 
& be moved to the daytime hours. All Many C 
sustainers will continue in English Sati . t 
NEW YORK | both day and night. Notice of the satisfied s| 
prey hg al er ~tt the U.s. Clients 
154 West 46th St. ew York agencies last week. | for 
| Arde Bulova station is seeking a Compo Company Limited, 7 
BRyant 9-8153 power increase from the FCC and is | Lachine, Montreal, Canada. : 
otherwise planning to expand its, T ; ‘ te 
— facilities. | ranscription headquarters b 
CHICAGO HOLLYWOOD For Canada. oe 
54 W. Randolph St. 1708 No. Vine St. WBEN, Buffalo, is feeding to NBC | p 
red a half-hour weekly program | Vv 
Central 4401 Hollywood 1141 | titled ‘Rhythm Matinee,’ with Bob | s. 
| Armstrong’s house orchestra and /} - p 
| Tiny Schwartz as vocalist. N 
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Double Standard 


Commission. But, such accounts, if 
acceptable, would presumably be ac- | 
ceptable to Red and Blue alike. 
Medicinals will not receive a 
royal welcome on the Blue under | 
the new set-up any more than in 
the immediate past. On the other | 
hand, the more discreet 
which the Government itself 
imposed has recently brought up for 
consideration just what might be, 








policies | 
has | 


Mendel Jones of WCKY 
To Manage New WAKR 


Akron, O., July 23. 


Mendel Jones, who has been pro- | 


| duction manager and program direc- 
tor of WCKY, Covington, has been 
named general manager of Akron’s 
| projected third station. WAKR, by 


S. Bernard Berk, WAKR president. | 


Don Dayton, former Sun Radio Co. 
| employe, which Berk also operates 
as radio and sports goods store, has 
been named chief engineer. 

Berk is now constructing WAKR’s 


or ought to be, future network pol- | transmitter south of Akron and ex- 


icy. 
history of such accounts and no 


medical programs will be accepted 


on either the Red or Blue if the 
faintest possibility of unfavorable 
public or Washington reaction can 


- anticipated. 

There are perhaps three or four 
big drug houses that could afford 
to sponsor pretentious radio pro- 
grams and which might be willing to 
do so under the new copy re- 
strictions of 1940. Since the Blue 
very obviously needs and wants 
some elaborate entertainments to 
strengthen the schedule, every 
sponsorship possibility will be can- 
vassed in the light of whether such 
programs are consistent with the 
best interests of broadcasting itself 
and NBC as an organization. 

Of course deodorants, dipilatories 
and certain types of drug advertising 
cannot even be ‘re-considered’ 
under any circumstances. 

Individual Statien Breaks 


Actually several medicinals have 
continued uninterrupted through 
the years on network radio and, 
under network copy control, with- 
out audience objection. All the net- 
works are aware of the great ironi- 
cal circumstance, namely, that while 
they pass up drug business that, 
under network regulation, is rela- 
tively innocuous, this same adver- 
tising, in flagrant style, bobs up on 
individual stations, many of the sta- 
tions being affiliates of the networks. 

It is also a fact of recent under- 
scoring that advertisers them- 
selves have been reconciled to those 
limitations of eloquence which pub- 
lic authority and public taste alike 


frown upon. 
Very definitely the NBC Blue 
does not propose, or want, to build 


its renaissance on the foundation of 


objectionable or sluffo accounts. 
Blue accounts may, on the whole, 
be smaller budget accounts than 
Red, but they are not to be less 
respectable. 


Separate Identity 


The long-deferred, much-debated 
‘segregation’ of the Blue network is 
very much in process of becoming a 
reality at NBC. The symbols of its 
reality to date are the separate sales 
offices at Radio City in Manhattan 
and in the Merchandize Mart, Chi- 
cago. To these will be added a like 
partitioning of sales personnel on 
the Pacific Coast when Edgar Kobak 
and Roy Witmer, the sales v.p.’s for 


the Blue and Red, go west for the 
N.A.B. convention. 

Implicit in the changes of Blue 
status which will take shape in the 


future are questions of programming 
(which await the return from South 
America of John Royal) and of sta- 
tion relations and servicing (which 
will be gradually evolved to give the 
Blue the sinews necessary to its de- 
velopment as an organism and a 
force), 

This effort differs from all previous 
efforts to do something about the 
Blue in that the basic mental readi- 
ness for the segregation has been 
established and the indispensable 
authority has been granted to the 
man charged with the responsibility. 
Kobak has been quoted as describing 
the problems of the Blue as ‘pri- 
marily a state of mind.’ It is the in- 
stillation within NBC itself of a new 
attitude toward the Blue that is a 
first objective of Kobak. He sug- 
gests to his colleagues thaf a net- 
work with $10,000,000 in advertising 


is hardly ‘sick’ to start with. Noth- 
ing is wrong with the Blue that a 
few strong programs can't fix in a 
jiffy. 


Not that there aren't tangible ex- 
amples of the ‘state of mind’ that has 
to be overcome. One of these ex- 
amples has been provided by Dan 
Golenpaul, who controls ‘Informa- 
tion Please,’ which in October will 
shift from Canada Dry te Lucky 
Strike sponsorship. ‘Info, Please’ 


was an NBC sustainer that became a | 


sock commercial on its Blue. Its 
Owner now wants to move the show 


to the Red or CBS because he has | 


become infected by the ‘defeatism’ 
Complex that besets the Blue. 








Ben Pratt this week goes into the 


Press department uncer Bil] Kostka 
with his assignment confined exclu- 
Sively to the Blue. 
Polite company after a spell as 
NBC's night man on press matters. 


Pratt returns to | 


NBC is keenly aware of the | Pects to have the station in opera- 


tion by Fall on the NBC Blue. 





New Marion, 0., Station 





Marion, O., July 23. 

Marion Broadcasting Co., this city, 
; has received a construction permit 
from the Federal Communications 
Commission, for a new radio station, 
to operate on 1,500 kilocycles. 

It’s 250 watts power, unlimited 
time, 


| Allen Sues Covington 


Montgomery, Ala., July 23. 


j tiated July 18 in Circuit Court, 
|; equity division, by John S. Allen, a 
minority stockholder and vice-pres- 
ident of the Capital Broadcasting 
| Co. against the other two officers 
and stockholders of WCOV, G. W. 
Covington, Jr., president, and Mrs. 
E. B. Robinson, secretary 
Allen accused Covington of ‘by 
| fraudulent manipulations,’ and the 
court was asked to enjoin him from 
making further such transactions. 


| Allen’s petition shows that the 
Capital Broadcasting Co. is capital- 
ized at $10,000, divided into 100 


shares of stock of $100 each: that he 


-treasurer., | 


Hashing Over Same News Bulletins 


Injunction proceedings were ini- 


Is Deplored by 


Regina, Sask., July 23. 


Efforts to curb repeated broadcast- | 


ling of war news are being made by 


Duncan, B. C., city council which 
passed a resolution 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. to 
take action. ‘Continued and morbid} 


listening in to news repeated over} 


'and Over again has a dei moralizing | 


| is the owner of 45 shares; Covington | 


| 52 shares, and Mrs. Robinson, three | 
| certain 


| shares. 





} 

| 

| Amarillo, Texas—New faces at 
|KGNC include Ross McGough en- 
| gineering department, 


Bob Izzard, | 


‘his powers to 


| 


in the office and Tom Kritzer in mer- 


| chandising. 


' stations 


effect on the morale, 
most to hysteria,’ 

The motion strongly criticized the | 
broadcasting of the same news from | 
the same station ‘10 or 12 times on! 
days’ and asked the 
man of the CBC to limit this practice | 
on the network and to make use of | 
control independent 


amounting al-| 
the motion read. | 


chair-| 


stations. 


The resolution 
the 


said that much of; 
news broadcast by independent | 
comes from ‘questionable | 


recently asking | 


Canadian Burghers 





fsources’ and observed that Gere 
many’s clever and unscrupulous use 
of radio propaganda had much te do 
with the collapse of European coun- 
tries. 





‘General Foods Sponsoring 
‘Symphony Hall’ (Dises) 


General Foods begins sponsorship 
in the fall of the Wednesday night 
edition of ‘Symphony Hall,’ 60-min- 


| ute five-weekly recorded series over 
| WQXR, New York. Young & Rubi- 


cam the agency. 


Charles Gulden (mustard) will 


‘sponsor the 6:25-6:30 p. m. daily news 


program over the same station, also 
starting in the fall. Charles W. Hoyt 
the agency on the latter. 




















In a most decisive manner, win- 
fling from the very start, Boston's 
own Ruby Newman came through to 


top SWING'’s Society Band Poll. 
First poll of this kind ever held, 
this balloting gives a firm picture 
of the musical tastes of America's 
debs and cotillion stags. It does not 
necessarily indicate which of these 
bands cemmand the highest prices, 
though there is little doubt that 
Newman, the winner, is at the head 


of his class, the extensiveness of his 

-operations challenged only by the 

veteran Meyer Davis enterprises. 
Here are the results in SWING’s 


two for sec- 









choice, 

’ or third. 
uby Newma ,: Pine : x or 
TOWER. $62 
Henry King ~« a8 
Basil Fomeen 121 
‘Leo Reisman 93 
Emil Coleman 86 
Dick Gasparre . 49 
Meyer Davis °.. . 35 
Charles Baum 35 
Ted Straeter : << 
Particularly surprising is the low 
showing of Meyer Davis, whose 
large organization has for years 


controlled the largest number of so- 
ciety musicals. In part, this may be 
ascribed to Davis’ lack of styliza- 
tion, the fact that he offers a vast 
variety of conservative musical out- 
fits rather than any one type. 
Furthermore, Davis follows the con- 
ventions of the older generation that, 


for the most part, hires him. New- 
man, on the other hand, strikes a 
clearer middle ground, catering to 
ihe Swing preferences of youngsters 
“and the more dignified classical 
tastes of their elders. As a matter 
of fact, the ten- to fifteen-piece 
bands, with which Ruby has made 
his reputation at the New York 





Ruby Newman Wins 
Society Band Poll 





pieneeeneniemn 


Rainbow Room and Boston Ritz- 
Carlton, have been versatile organ- 
izations whose libraries ranged from 
to hét, from popular Spanish 
music (Conga, Rumba, Tango) to 
the Waltz, the Czardas and the Iat- 
est Swing step (Truckin’, Big Apple, 
And Newman’s auspicious mu- 
sical position today In and out of 
his Society public is certainly due, 
in large measure, to that progressive 
versatility. 

Eddie Duchin, as was to be ex- 
placed high in this contest. 


sweet 


etc.). 


pected, 





His personable leadership of his 

na band has made a 
very large pile 
people have come to discount his 
pianistic ability as simply capable 
and rather restricted by its styliza- 
tion, they know they can depend 
Eddie for danceable, well- 
mixed sets, neatly and effectively 
spiced by his boyishly ingratiating 
emcee-ipg. 

The of Henry King, 
Basil Fomeen, Leo Reisman, Emil 
Coleman and Dick Gasparre, Charles 
Baum Ted Straeter, indicate 
their degrees of all-around 


upon 


positions 


and 
varying 
Baum and Strae- 
newest of the seven, were bound 
up the voting. The others, 
long-established in society sinecures, 
have built up followings about pro- 
portional to their standings in this 


ommercial success 
ter, 


to wind 


poll. 
The Nesman Organization: To- 
day, Ruby heads a vast business or- 


ganization which supplies music for 
outstanding society functions and 
special affairs, in the form of octets 
or symphony orchestras. His most 
famed and popular outfit is a con- 
wentional fifteen-piece band ekhich 
can swing and play sweet and which 
records for Decca and plays his 
night club engagements. 
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CBS Cites Hooper Ratings As Proof 
Cheap Home Town Programs Pay Off 


| 
| 
| 





| 
Los Angeles, July 23 | ; ; | D ; 
40s Angeles, July 23. Th S M 
Appeal to Coast advertisers of the € ituation 0 es ones 
cheaper quarter-hour shows and ----- 

their proven effectiveness as sales 
generators are cited by George Mos- | 
kovies, CBS Coast sales promotion 
director, as the reasons behind the 


optimism on the fall outlook and the 
favorable condition of summer busi- 


Des Moines, July 23. 
National spot slump continues this 
week with termination of several 
contracts. Cowles Stations’ salutes 
to towns in the trading area building 
local totals. 


ness. Hooper Pacific Ratings are KSO-KRNT: Crete Mills, through 
claimed to have demonstrated the Moritz Adv. Co., daily announce- 
pulling power of these inexpensive ments. Russell Miller Milling Co., 


programs. 

Advertisers are said to have been 
impressed by the rating of National 
Lead’s ‘Answer Auction,’ which, ac- | 


through N. W. Ayer, renewal of five 
quarter-hours weekly. American 
Bird Products Co., through Weston- 
Barnett agency, 100-word announce- 





cording to Moskovics, has an audi-| ments. Tanvi-Lac Co., half-hour 

ence comparable with the more ex-' programs. Lapp Laboratories, an- 

pensive half-hour shows. Also con-' nouncements. 

tributing to the general feeling of |;—_,-;>, |; 

optimism is the move by such ad- |__July 20 compared to July 13 | 

vertisers as Procter & Gamble and’ Network Local National Total 

Wesson Oil in increasing their radio) Units Units Spot Units Units 

appropriations to take care of spot, 6,750 2,644 4,220 13,614 

commitments additional to their reg- 6,820 2.571 4,302 13,693 

ular programs. } —1% + 2.8% —19% —0.5% | 


KNX: Procter & Gamble (Dash), | 
through Pedlar & Ryan, 312 partici-} 


pations in Fletcher Wiley combina- | BS 
tion. Hudelson cherry juice, through | C Snags. Langendorf, 


(included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) | 





s Adv. 48 ticipati in | ie. 
ettey Pde Hollywood ‘Turf Club, Long on NBC, Frisco; 

gh Mi Weinberg, 22 ti ° 
sete a A Pa seem supplies, Unit Totals Are Steady 


through Glasser Ad@v., 18 participa- 
tions in Wiley comts. 

KHJ: Fifth Street Store, through 
Mayers Co., 27 spots. Schwabacher| Most important radio development 
& Frey, through W. Austin Camp-/| of the week was shift of Langendorf 
bell, 365 spots. Union Pacific rail- | Bread account from NBC Red, where 
road, through Caples Co., 39 spots.|it has occupied a daytime slot for 
Lindsay Olives, through Lord &/ years, to the CBS coast link. “True 
Thomas, 21 participations in Norman | Life Dramas’ faded on NBC (19) to 
Young’s ‘Happy Homes.’ Heusehold be replaced (22) by John B. Hughes 
Pectin, through Lord & Thomas, 21) doing five news commentaries week- 
participations in ‘Happy Homes.’ ly at 1:30 p.m. for Langendorf via 

KFI: Planters Nuts, through Ray-|CBS. In order to accept chore, 
mond R. Morgan, 118 participations Hughes, free lancer, drops his Bor- 
in ‘Art Baker’s Notebook.’ Holly-| den Milk sponsorship on MBS-KFRC 
wood Turf Club, through Milton) at 4:30 daily, but will retain his Mu- 
Weinberg, 22 spots. |tual news strip at 6:30, sponsored 

KECA: O’Keefe & Merritt, through alternately by Avalon Ciggies and 
Richard Atchinson, 104 quarter-hour | Bromo-Seltzer. New KSFO-CBS 
newscasts. Hollywood Turf Club,| was set by Leon Livingston agency, 





San Francisco, July 23. 





EIGHT-WEEK TREND OF STATION BUSINESS | 


(For All Markets Regularly Reported by ‘Variety’) 



















































































wees NATIONAL SPOT Us, | | Wee. LOCAL _, Units 
June 1 62.0 June 1 91.6 
June 8 61.1 June 8 89.5 
June 15 62.1 a ce me mace eeeRemae uammacenearment 89.1 
a 62.6 memes  } } 
June 29 — I  ©2. | re | 
July 6 61.2 a en a ee 89.3 
July 13 ssa 61.9 July 13 89.9 
yy.) [= 60.5 SEN UR RR IC! 88.5 
Ending NETWORK giousands | | ending TOTALS Thousents 
June 1 94.4 June 1 248.2 
June 8 93.3 June 8 244.0 
June 15 93.6 June 15 244.8 
ee ea emma nnemmaaeneneaemc ramen 94.6 ee 
a ment emma en eee 90.0 June 29 242.5 
July 6 mm 92.6 (acter mae mnerememat ae 243.2 
cen acca 90.5 aaa 242.4 
July 20 85.3 July 20 234.1 








(Copyright, 


Variety, Ine. 





Not to be reprinted without 


permission) 








WSAI ON HEELS 
OF ITS BIG 
BROTHER 





through Milton Weinberg, 23 spots. | and is for 52 weeks. 

KFWB: Dr. Keys, 65 quarter-hour KFRC has local sponsorship deal 
commentary programs. | brewing for Fulton Lewis, Jr., with 
account expected to be signatured 





| July 20 compared to July 13. | 











L ost this week. 

Network Local “ational Total | ——___ — 
Units Units Spot Units Units|| July 20 compared te July 13 | 
10,518 12,079 1,742 24,339 | Network Local National Total 
10,643 12,217 1,761 24,621 | Units Units Spot Units Units 

—1.2% —1.1% —1% —11%)| 8,506 4,137 2,096 14,733 

(included: KEC A. KFI. KFWB, KHJ, | 8,530 4.121 2.085 14,736 

ety See lo3% 403%  ++40.4% 0.02% 
Ronald Dawson, of the staff of | ‘mluded: KE at ama KJBS, KPO, 


WFVA, Frederickburg, Va., authored 
a play, ‘Ten o’Clock,’ which was tried 
out at the summer theatre at Salis- 
bury, Md. 





Seattle’s Report 


Seattle, July 23. 
National spot and local business in 
Seattle still zooming regardless of 
the heat. Local stations anticipate 




















Audiences of Philadelphia Network Station - _— higher climb when politicos 
Oak A, Wie, Coe ied en dee get into stride the middle of next 
a . : : month. Airing of Democratic con- 
WEIL 27.1% vention and Hitler’s speech sliced 

the network revenue. 
WCAU 14.7 nant lat 
KYW 3 aan July 20 compared to July 13 | 
. Oo Re Silay ee ae ee 
Listeners Identifying Station and Pregram Network Local National Total 
FIRST WITH 46 OTHER PROGRAMS | Sate Units Spot Units Units 
2 | 3,330 10,765 1,301 15,396 
: Wola Mmelelamearnriitt) 3,985 10,71 1,272 15,976 
For dest —16.3% +04% 422%  —36% 


BUY WFIL 





(included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC, KX4A) 











Lively 
, Showmanship | 
WINS eo age cana 

INTERMOUNTAIN | 
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The POPULAR Station 
Salt Lake City 





Sinaaetied 


Cincinnati, July 23. 


Up slightly on network units and 
|down on local and national spot biz. 
| Biz schedules of Cincy broadcasters 
| showed a trifling decline last week. 
|Redeeming feature, however, was 
that interruptions from the Demo- 
cratic national convention were far 


| less than a few weeks since from the | 


| Republican general powwow. 

Dewey H. Long, general manager, 
announced that WSAI is second only 
to WLW in total business among Cin- 
cinnati stations. Long cited as an 


| example the past week, during which | 


WSAI had 262%, hours of sponsored 
programs—local, national spot and 
network—and said the station’s out- 
let for fall is even more promising. 

| Reflecting Varietry’s’ directional 
wave for more ether blurbing by de- 
|partment stores, the John Shillito 
Company came through for a tester 


of 14 100-word announcements per 
| week on WKRC. 
On WSAI, Weaver’s Mt. Airy 


Swimming Pool renewed for a daily 
station-break announcement. This 
station also added the Cincy Carrier 
Air Conditioning Co. for a series of 
| one-minute plugs per day. 

1 | July 20 compared to July 13 _ ! 


| Network Local National 


Total 
| Units Units Spot Units Units 
| 4,485 8,363 5,430 18,278 
4,440 8,374 5,538 18,352 
+1% —0.1% —1.9% —0.4% 
(Included: WCPO, WKRC, WLW, WSAI) 





REPORT NO DAMAGE 
IN TORRID KAYCEE 


Kansas City, July 23. 
Summer lull is the most prominent 





| thing in radio, though stations report 


season is somewhat more rigorous 
than last. About only changes in the 
week caused by KCKN, which ear- 


| ried more baseball time than usual. 


KCMO: Doyle Packing Co. re- 
newed 52-week contract for 12 an- 
nouncements weekly. 

KCKN: Ford Dealers of Kansas 
City, through McCann-Erickson, 14 
announcements. 





| July 20 compared to July 13. | | 





Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6,390 5,568 5,058 17,316 
6,390 5,479 5,217 17,086 | 

r Anos +1.6% +2.6% +13% 
*No change. 


(Included; KCKN, KCMO, KMBC, WDAF, | 
WHB) \ 


The 


} 
| 
| 


DROOPY CHICAGO 
Talking Demacrats’ Partly 
Blamed for 12% Collapse 








Chicago, July 23, 
Business was shot full of holes on 
| the network stations in Chicago be- 
| cause of the Democratic convention 
last week. In view of that situation, 
a tally of commercial units on these 

stations pretty shows a 7% drop. 
WLS has just issued its first gen- 
| eral coverage mail map since the sta- 
tion installed its new 50 kw. trans- 
mitter and 586-foot vertical radiator 
which went into operation a year 
ago. Mail count showed a total of 
1,117,956 letters received by 
within one year, with letters re- 


ceived from every state in the union. | 
Received 588,022 letters from Illinois, | care of ‘borde 


175,105 from Wisconsin, 170,799 from 
| Indiana and 105,127 from Michigan, 

Swift Packinc Co., which has been 
pretty lax on radio recently, has 
contracted for some schedules on 
WBBM, the Columbia outlet. Start- 
ing on July 29, Swift will take two 
daily time signal announcements 
Monday through Friday and a Sat- 
urday 25-minute period at 10:05 a.m. 
on the ‘Norman Ross Review’ record- 
ing and chatter program. Set through 
the J. Walter Thompson agency 
locally. 

Evans Fur has taken a 52-week 
series of musical clock program on 


WLS | made 


MONTREAL TAX 
ON SETS FOR 
CHARITY 





Montreal, July 23. 
Proceeds of the new $2 municipal 





j}tax on radio receiving sets will be 
vailable for distribution 
|among the leading local charity or- 
ganizations which have been taking 
rline’ cases not eligible 
for the relief rolls. 

City of Montreal expects to realize 
$310,000 annually from the new levy 
Of this amount $200,000 
will be turned over to charity and 
balance devoted to grants to welfare 
and educational organizations. 

New city tax is additional to the 
Federal radio license of $2.50 annu- 
ally paid by citizens of the Dominion, 
Montreal is believed to be only city 
in Canada where municipality exacts 


taxation on radio receiving sets. 


on radios. 








WMAQ through the Schwimmer & | 
Scott agency here, riding 15 minutes | 
each morning from 8:45, starting on | 

] 


July 8, 


July 20 compared to July 13 | | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,455 4,532 9,447 21,434 
9,035 5,275 10,140 24,450 

—174% -—14% -—68% —123% 


(included: WBBM, WENR., WGN, WIND 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) ' 





Smith’s Tennesseans, hillbilly 
musical aggregation, left WSPD, To- 
ledo, for the Summer, effective 
July 20. Return Sept. 16, 


| 
| 
| 








Music for 


ELLERY QUEEN 


Composed and Conducted 


by 


LYN MURRAY 


Mgt. COLUMBIA ARTISTS, Inc. 























By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


LAUGHTER EARS ano }{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap : 994! 100 °)0 pure 


B LISTEN TWICE DAILY 





NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EDST 


ae 
IN .-. 


5:45-6 P.M., EDST 


COAST TO COAST 
Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG, NEW YORK city 


ro 
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Mutual's Half-Year Analysis 


Comparative Billing, 


1940. 1939. 

1. Automotive industry............. eeedeses $8,728 $11,444 
> Bell GIAG WHRURTIR, 65.000 ccccecccsccccscce 80,911 60.154 
3. Cigars, cigarettes, tobacco............... 440,578 419.790 
4, Clothing and dry goods................. m 35,216 80.735 
5. Confectionery, gum, ice cream.......... i 8,240 36.156 
g. Drugs and toilet goods.................. m 172,650 427.753 
7, Financial and insurance.................. 8,450 19,811 
g. Foods and food beverages................ 739,591 284.602 
@ Garden ond BOIG. ... 22sec cssccccscceses ‘ rma SO: 
10. House furniture and CUPTIISMINES. 4. oo ccc " 105 950 
11. Jewelry and silverware............. reas vik pas cg ; 
12. Lubricants, petroleum products and fuel.. 147,427 28,603 
13. Machinery, farm equipment, mechanical 

ES OE Ter re ert es ere eT eee 327 
14. Office equipment..........ceeeeceeeeees S \*ebene 
15. Paints and ee en es nals wi kae ck ie ere ae ee 
16. Radios, phonographs, musical instruction. 28,472 16,125 
17. Schools and correspondence courses..... . ee SA Sere 
18. Shoes and leather goods.............+06+ r 14,992 1,221 
19. Laundry soaps, household supplies....... pA 32,050 Se tenes 
20. Sporting GOOdS..........ceseceeceeecceee 6 teense weneee 
91. Stationery and publishers.............04 ae - ~~ -« cweaaee 
92, Travel and hotels.............seeseseeeee 1,086 4,724 
93. Wines, beer and liquors..............0008 9,274 5,028 
24. Miscellaneous, religious, etc..........+6+ : 288,168 226,817 

SEPT ee PETC COT. Pee CTT $2,031,323 $1,624,240 | 


TOURS acces 


War, Summer Upset CBC 
‘Art of Broadcasting’ 
Talks; They’re on Ice 


j 
Winnipeg, July 23. | 

‘The Art and Business of Broad- | 
casting, a new series of intersta- 
tion programs to have. started over | 
the network of the Canadian Broad- | 
casting Corp., Tuesday (9) at 11:30 
am., CST, was suddenly called off 
when a letter received from H. N. 
Stoven. chief of station relations for 
the CBC. announced the series had 
been cancelled indefinitely. Reason | 
given for the cancellation was that 
Stoven had received numerous let- 
ters from station officials across the 


country complaining of the time 
stating that many of their staff 
would be absent on holidays and 
therefore unable to hear the pro- 
gram Also understood CBC were 
having some headaches of their own 
trying to line up speakers who 
seemed to be galloping all over the 
country either on holidays or spe- 
cial war time work. Recent letter 
announced that it had been impos- 


sible to book Gladstone Murray, 
g.m., of CBC, and that Harry Sedg- 
wick, prexy of the Canacian Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters, would sub 
for opening program, 


been the second 
Business’ 
presented 


This was to have 
time for ‘Art and 
First series, also 
closed circuit, was 
Dec. 2, 1937, and Feb 
lowing completion of 
of talks given were neographed 
and sent to all Previous 
bunch comprised 11 talks while cur- 


series 
over a 

between 
1938. Fol- 


copies 


heard 
18, 

Series 

mit 


askers. 


Jan.-June, Inclusive 


Detroit Pretty Good 


Local radio biz continues slight 
wavering each way, but sales execs 


}are jubilant over strength shown so 


far this summer and are hopped up 
over prospects for this fall when 
auto plants start humming again and 
U. S. defense orders start roiling in. 


CKLW: Imperial Tobacco 





July 20 compared to July 13 ~ | 


Network Local N ational Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
7,220 10,445 5,124 22,789 
7,475 10,609 5,124 23,208 

—3.4% —1.5% ae —18% 
* No change 

(Included: CKLW, WJBK. WJR, WMBC 

WWJ, WXYZ) 


Forjoe Placements 


Ford Motor has taken 40 spot 
announcements over WCOU, Lewis- 
ton, Me. Doubleday-Doran has 


taken ‘Cook Book,’ five-minute series 
three times weekly for 13 weeks, 
over WORL, Boston. 


Forjoe & Co., station rep, placed 
the biz. 
rent planned series were to have 


gone into twelve talks. 

No date was given 
time, however, it is 
may roll when fall 
something else crops 


as to st 
thought they 
arrives unless 
up to further 


arting 


hindar nian 
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NEW YORH 

DETROIT 
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EPRESENTATIVES 







Co.. 
quarter hour program, twice weekly, | 
| with Carson Robinson and his hill- 
| billies. 


| 


EED) 


' 
| 


———— 


LOCAL COLA ON WBAL 
FOR 4-CENT EXPERIMENT 


Baltimore, July 23. 

Democratic convention nicked into 
network count last week as other 
classifications held their own rather 
steadily. New biz in local and na- 
tional spot niches taking hold this 
week with unit count figured to take 
a long-awaited spurt. 

WBAL: Vick’s Vapo Rub signed for 
‘Women in the News,’ thrice weekly, 
through Morse International. 

Guih Cola, local soft drink entry 
essaying four-cent price, tied up 12 
spots a week via Frank B. Webb 
agency. 

Sherwood Bros., through Van Sant. 
Dugdale Co., renewed ‘Confidentially 
Yours,’ three times a week for Rich- 
field Gas. Also started remote quiz 
titled ‘Here’s How,’ 30 mins. once a 
week from stage of Times theatre. 

WFBR: Five-min. newscast across 
the board to Commercial Credit. 
through O’Dea, Sheldon -& Cannaday. 
Triangle Sports Goods Co., airing of 
Middle Atlantic tennis championship 
matches. 

WCAO: Clinched two 
ments a day for Graham-Paige 
through Stack-Globe. Six announce- 
ments a week to American Chicle, 
via Badger. Browning & Hersey. 


announce- 


July 20 compared to July 13 
Network Lecal National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
6.815 4.882 2,363 14,060 
7,196 4.793 2,489 14,472 | 
—5.2% + 1.8% —5% —2.8% 


(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WEBR) 


90 DEGREES WARM 





AT SALT LAKE CITY 


| 





Salt Lake City, July 23. 

Steady fall-off still noticeable. Net- 
work drop is attributed to seasonal 
slump and uncertainty but neither | 
reason affects the local picture. With 
the thermometer between 90 and 100 | 
degrees for the past month—normal | 
is 80—locals say ‘It’s just too hot to 
bother’. Heavy dip all the more no- 
ticeable because June. 1940, was far 
in front of that month in 1939. 

KUTA: Carlson Motor Co., through 
Fracom agency, 300 announcements. 
Mountain States Telephone, 26 an- 


nouncements. Morris Rosen Furm- | 
bilt Stores, 52 one-min. spots. 
KDYL: Doane’s Pills, 312 an-| 


nouncements. Wessen Oil and Snow- | 
drift, through Fitzgerald agency, 312 

j 
announcements. | 
26 | 


KSL: International Harvester, 
one-min. spots. Prudential Federal | 
Savings & Loan, 26 50-word an- 


nouncements. Reed’s Riteway Stores, | 
five-min. newscasts, Ute Stampede, | 
14 announcements. Strevell-Patter- | 
son Hardware Co., 100 announce- 
ments. Dinwoodey Furniture Co., 10 | 
announcements. White King 
Co., announcements. 


Soap | 


July 20 compared to July 13 
Network Total 
Units Units 
5.435 84.45 
6,225 9,367 
—12.6% 9% 


(Include 


Natienai 
Spot Units 
1,100 
1,108 
—0.8% 


KSL. KUTA.) 


~ Local 
Units 
1.910 
2.034 
6% 


d KDYI 


Office-Seekers Time Buys | 
Reflects in San Antonio 


San Antonio, July 23. 
Network units took a downward 
drop the past week as the Demo- 
cratic convention played havoc with 
schedules. National spot and local | 

continue strong. 
WOAITI: Wesson 
Fitzgerald Agency, 


Oil Co., through 
six time signals 
Custodian Totletries, | 
rough H. W. Kastor, 3 announce- 
weekly. Woodbury’s Soap, 
through Lennen and Mitchell, one- 


weekly. 


tt 


ments 


min. e.t.’s Judge Lattimore, three 
announcements per week Charles 
Roster for the Corpus Christi Cham- 
ber of Commerce, four announce- 
ments per week 

KMAC D1 Montgomery, five- 

ute remote broadcasts An- 
nouncements for the Starkist Flota- 
tion Toothpaste ‘Americanism’ con- 
test. 

KABC: Siegal’s Canadian Store 
through Bernard Brooks, 5 an-| 
nouncements. Jorrie Furniture 
Store, two announcements weekly. | 
Pat Dwyer, quarter-hours. Arthur | 
E. Biard Real Estate Co., 15-mins. 


political broadcasts include those for | 
Olin Culberson, H. L. Dillashaw, | 
Raymond Gerhardt, Judge James | 
Alexander and Paul Kilday. 
July 20 compared to July 12 | | 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
4,522 7.588 2.040 14,150 
5 088 7.525 2.016 14,€29 

—11.1% 0.8% 1.1% —3% | 
(included KABC, KMAC, KONO, 

KTSA, WOAT.) 


| 





Luckies On-the-Hour Quickie Shows 


Withdraw From New York Market 


Denver Down 6.47 


Denver, July 23. 

Heavy coverage of Democratic con- 
fab accounts for Denver losses. Sales 
for the most part were announce- 
ments with KLZ snagging one ac- 
count for 39 15-min. programs, three 
times weekly. 

KLZ: Denver Market & Produce 
Terminal, through Raymond Keane 
agency, 39 15 mins., ‘I Am an Ameri- 
can.’ Royal Typewriter Co., three 
one-min. spots. 
through Robertson agency, 
nouncements. Cottrell's 
Co., two announcements. 
Beach, two announcements. Wright & 
McGill Co., seven 10-min. programs. 
Davis & Shaw Furniture Co., through 
Galen Broyles agency, 250 announce- 
ments. 

KOA: Republic Orthopedic Shoe 
Stor: and Dr. A. Reed Shoe Store, 
each for 52 announcements. 

KFEL: Ten announcements to each 
—H. Boberick Tires, E. E. Rost, Suc- 





13 an- 
Clothing 


cess Business Col'*¢e, Socony- 
Vacuum Oil Co., Wienecke Motors, 
Ben Franklin Stores, Craftsman 
Pape: and Decorating Co., Milner- 


Schaeffer Co., and Wilmore Nursery. 





July 20 compared to July a 





Elitch Gardens Co., | 


Sportland | 


i 


New York's business still is strong, 
but station execs are making the 
rounds of national accounts to get 
contracts to cover the loss of Lucky 
Strike’s heavy schedule of 214-min. 
announcements. Because of addi- 
tional tobacco taxes, Luckies are set 


to end announcements with the 
termination of contracts some few 
weeks hence. 

WQXR: General Foods Corp. 


through Young & Rubicam, weekly 
‘Symphony Hall’ hour. Charles S. 
Gulden, through Charles W. Hoyt, 
daily five-min. newscasts. Both con- 
tracts for 26 weeks. 


WMCA: R. L. Watkins Co., through 
Blackett - Sample - Hummett, three 
quarter-hour Elliott Roosevelt discs 
weekly, 39 weeks. Manhattan Soap 
Co., through Franklin Bruck, 21 
newscasts weekly. Arnold’s Apparel, 
through Henry Engle, announce- 
ments. 

WHN: Fleming-Hall 
quarter-hours, Bert Lee’s ‘Today's 
Baseball’, Mountain View Club, 
through Buchanan, station breaks. 


Co., nightly 


July 20 compared to July 13 | 


Total 





Network Local 





National 
Units Units Spot Units Units 
705 9,381 15,762 25,848 
705 9,416 15,816 25,937 
° —03% —0.3% —0.3°% 
| * No change. 
(Included: WHN, WMCA, WNEW, 
WOR, WQXR.) 


Network Local National Total 
Units Units Spot Units Units | 
6,253 3,955 1,345 11,553 
6,728 4,276 1,356 12,360 

—7% —7% -—08% —6.4% 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KOA, KVOD) 


} 





















In one week, Twin City 
newspapers featured 
WCCO 56 times! 





The city editors, radio editors, columnists — 
all the fellows on the three Twin City news- 


papers are pretty swell to us. 


For example, during the week beginning 
June 30th, the three Twin City papers* ran 
56 stories and items on WCCO (CBS) alone— 
ranging in size from five lines toa half page. In addi- 


tion, they ran eight pictures of the station’s artists, 


programs, and special events. 


Yes. we find the Twin City newspapers friendly to 


radio. But there are other reasons why WCCO gets 


between two and four hundred stories a month in the 


meet. vies 
Twin City papers alone. 


First, CBS programs are “news.” And equally rele- 


vant is the fact that WCCO has the outstanding local 


radio personalities, programs, news service, and spe- 


cial events in the Twin Cities: and has had for sixteen 


years. Our newspapers know this. That’s why they 


keep saying to our man: “Shoot the items to us.” 


*Also, WCCO news is featured regularly in over 200 weeklies, 


dailies, shoppers, and other Northwest publications. 


WCCO 50,000 WATTS WHERE IT COUNTS THE MOST 


B10 


KILOCYCLES + MINNEAPOLIS-ST 


PAUL « A CBS STATION 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. 


Represented by Radio Sales: New York, Chicago, Detroit, 





St. Louis, Chariotte, N. C., Los Angeles, San Francisce 











Wednesday, July 24, 1919 



































at om oft & we @ 28 


Fe ee ee a ae ae a le lle 














Wednesday, July 24, 1940 


VARIETY 


MUSIC 33 





$02 ACTIVELY AIDS NAPA 





NBC's BMI Order Sets Precedent 





NBC's advice to bandleaders that at least one non-ASCAP tune must 


be carried on each NBC sustaining 
time that bandleaders have been put 
told what tunes to play. In this in 


broadcast after July 31 is the first 
in.the position of being specifically 
stance they will have to use only 


one non-ASCAP number at the beginning, but that is to be widened as 
the Dec. 31 expiration of the current American Society of Authors, 
Composers and Publishers-broadcasters agreement approaches. 

CBS ysed similar tactics during the recent musicians’ strike which 


pe 


tion, 


led sustaining bands off both NBC and CBS, but the latter’s anti- 
ASCAP drive applied to house bands over which the net had jurisdic- 
At the time CBS plugged numbers pubiished by Broadcast Music, 


Inc., the outfit recently set up, with financing by radio itself, to combat 


ASCAP'’s holdings. 


Last time bandleaders were forced to discriminate the shoe was on 
the other foot, with a publisher withholding the right to air a tune. 
That was five or six years ago when the Warner group of publishers 


withdrew from ASCAP and bandle 


aders had to be careful that none 


of Harms, Witmark or Remick tunes crept into their programming of 


csustainers. It was an extensive job 
al] three firms. 


in view of the copyrights held by 








BMI Deal For Robbins-Feist-Miller 


Apparenily Stymied; NAB Undeterred 








v— 


Broadcast Music, Inc., negotiations 
for the takeover of the three Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer music publishing 
houses—Robbins, Feist, and Miller— | 
has reached a stymie, to the degree. 
thai the deal, involving some nearly 
$5,000,000, as first set up, appears 
about to go cold. This isn’t detering 
the broadcasters from furthering 
EMI's progress as a central music 
source. Two significant letters from 
Niles Trammel, NBC president, to 
talent and agency users of music (re- 
produced opposite in detail) speak 
for themselves, 

Julian T. Abeles, copyright attor- 
ney for Metro in this deal, was 
stymied as much from his end of it 
as from the broadcasters. Money-on- 
the-line was virtually set ond con- 
tracts drawn when certain technical 
details cropped up. 


A major hurdle right along 
BMI’s dickerings for the Robbins, 
Feist and Miller catalogs was the 


fear of ‘buying a flock of lawsuits.’ 
The ASCAP member-songsmiths | 
have made frank and frequent | 
threats that their property rights in 
these three catalogs were non- 
transferable and that they were 
committed to ASCAP for 10 years 
from next Jan. 1, when the new 
ASCAP-radio licenses are supposed 
to go into effect. 

Another tangent in the tactical 
maneuvering by the radio-music in- 
terests (BMI, in alliance with the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters) has 
been the questionnaire to ASCAP 
writer-members, inquiring as to how 
the moneys have been split up; what 
the AA writers have achieved to 
warrant the high brackets; how about 
the newcomer-writers with imme- 
diate current hits, etc. 

This is always a vulnerable point 
with the Society, as classification and 
apportionment of income among 
writers and publishers is ever a moot 
question. 


PROBING TYPE SUIT 
FILED VS. EMBREE C0. 


Nathaniel] Cutright Smith filed suit 
Thursday (18) in N. Y. federal court 
against Embree Concert Service, Inc., 
and Mabel K. Embree, seeking the 
appointment of a receiver for the 
Concert Service, a determination of 
claims of creditors, and sale of assets 
to satisfy these claims. Plaintiff 
Claims to be a creditor for $15,500 
based on promisory notes. 


Tt is alleged the defendant's prin- 
Cipal assets consist of 146 written, 
contracts calling for the booking of 
artists for musical, radio and con- 
cert performances, and worth ap- 
Proximately $120,000. It is alleged | 
the defendant Mabel Embree, head | 
of the Concert Service, has converted 
monies of the corporation to her 
wn use, and threatened to sell the 
company and keep the proceeds for 
herself. It is alleged that the cor- 
Peration is insolvent, and an inquiry 
8 sought into its financial status. 


eee 
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PAPA WALKS THE SKY 


Hal Kemp Flew Back and Forth 
Awaiting Baby 








Hal Kemp was on a shuttle sched- 
ule between New York and Cincin- 
nati last week, awaiting the arrival 
of a baby which was born to Mrs. 
Kemp Sunday (21) in New York. 
Leader flew in three times during 
the week and the birth occurred 
after he had taken off for a sched- 
uled opening at the Beverly Hills 
Country Club, Newport, Ky., a few 
hours before. 

Mrs. Kemp is the former Martha 
Stephenson, socialite. Baby. is a 
girl, 


Music Pubs Sue 
For $23,791 Back 


Dise Royalties 





Harms, Inc., filed suit in N. Y. su- 
preme court Thursday 
Brunswick Record Corp., Columbia 
Phonograph Corp. and Columbia 
Recording Corp. seeking damages of 
$23,791, $5.151, and $1,121 respec- 
tively for alleged breach of a royalty 
agreement on songs controlled by 
the plaintiff. from which the de- 
fendants made phonograph records. 
Under the terms of the contract, 
which were standard, the defend- 
ants were to pay 1'%4c for each rec- 
ord selling at a retail price of 35c, 
and 2c for anything sold above that 
price. 

Harms is the assignee of Remick 
Music Corp. and M. Witmark & 
Sons in this action. Against the 
Brunswick Record Corp., Harms has 


a claim embracing 138 songs, Wit- 
mark. 71; and Remick, 93. Against 
Columbia Phonograph Corp., it’s 15 
songs for Remick, 29 for Harms and 
15 for Witwark Against Colum! 

Recording, Witmark had 30 songs 


Remick 42 and Harms 58. 


Destroy Vancouver Hall 


Vancouver, B. C., July 23. 


Fire destroyed the Royston Pa- 
vilion, largest dance hall on 


icouver Island recently, with damage 


estimated between $8,000 and $10,- 
000. The blaze broke out shortly 
after the lights had been switched 
on and the orchestra had begun to 
tune up. Apparently starting from 
a short circuit, the fire spread rapid- 


| 


;record of every 


FAVOR DIWY IN 
ASCAP MANNER 


One of the Ideas Is to Set Up 
Point System So That All 
Musicians Share in Annual 
| Melon on Disc Perform- 
_ ance Royalties 








CLOSE LINK 


National Association of Performing 
| Artists and New York Local 802 of 
the American Federation 


| 
| 


‘cians are mulling a plan whereby 
of recording band 
will periodically benefit from the li- 
censing of the commercial use of 
phonograph records on the air or in 
coin machines. Idea to work 


| 
j}along the same lines as the method 


| 
' 


bowsteune4 used by the American So- 
| ciety of Composers, Authors and 
| Publishers to collect and distribute 
‘royalty monies to its members. Only 
| in the NAPA case the royalties will 
derive from the sale of licenses, 
when and if ii becomes the agency 
through which such permits will 
have to be obtained. 

As set up, the plan is to keep a 
that 
in on the making of a record. 


each member a 


is 


sits 


At 


musician 


ithe end of an undetermined period, 


say a year, the monies collected from 
various sources for the right to use 


phonograph records commercially 
will be split among them, so much 
to each leader and the remainder 


| split among individual sidemen. Dif- 
| ference in amounts collected by each 


| 
| 


|man probably will be determined by 


the number of recordings each 
helped to make and the difference in 
prominence enjoyed by each band. 


| The payoff could continue year after 


| year, too, in as much as some records 
| outstanding in one way or another, 
| continue in popularity for long per- 


‘collect through 
(18) against | 


Van-| 


ly and raced along paper decora-) 
tions. 

There were no dancers in the hall 
when the fire broke out, and the | 
‘band left safely, taking their instru- 
ments before the flames reached 


iods much the same as a song be- 
comes a ‘standard.’ Local 802 figures 


in the plan because it will be the 
distributing agency for the royalty 


melon, meaning the musicians will 
that channel. 


802’s Cooperation 


To further help put the idea} 
througn, 802 is currently aiding to 
set the NAPA in a stronger position 
where it can set itself up as the 


licensing agency for the right to use 
records commercially. Bandleaders 


who are members of 802 and not 
members of the NAPA are being 
urged by the former to join the lat- 
ter. First move to gather new re- 


cruits for the NAPA, and to get an 
idea of what some leaders thought, 
took place at a meeting at the offices 
of local 802 Monday (22). It was 
only a warmup, however, for a big- 
ger get-together scheduled for this 


Friday (26) at the Astor Hotel, N.Y. | 


Egging leaders into 
NAPA members puts 802 in the posi- 


fion of actively assisting NAPA, 
whereas a month or so ago con- 
tented itself with censuring a band-| 
leader who opposed that org. That 
was when WNEW.(N. Y., was ordered 
to cease airing the records of NAPA 
members until it had obtained an 
NAPA license to use them Will 
Osborne, one of 125 or so NAPA 
members, issued a written okay to 
play his records to Martin Block, 
director of the stations’ Make-Be- 
lieve-Ballroom. Osborne was Car- 


peted by the union for the action but 
' was only chided for bucking an out- 
fit seeking to do him some _ good. 
WNEW situation remains status quo, 
all banned records of NAPA mem- 
bers, except the ones for which writ- 
ten releases were given, still being 
off the air. 


Meeting at 802’s offices Monday 
was attended by Jimmy Walker, 


NAPA president and Maurice Speiser, 

its attorney: several bandleaders ard 

represenatives of several others who 

are out of town. Meeting at the 

Astor ig scheduled for noon Friday. 
bapa oe eenee € 
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of Musi- | 


becoming 





+ 
| 
| 
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| NBC last week lined up with CBS 

in adopting the policy of weeding 
,out ASCAP tunes from its sustain- 
|ing programs. Publishers in New 
| York City interpreted this as one fur- 
| ther step in the broadcasting indus- 


NBC Follows CBS in Weeding Out 
ASCAP Tunes From Sustainers 


,expire. ASCAP has refused to renew 
them except on terms so onerous 
that we have concluded we cannot 
accept them. Without a license it 
will be necessary for NBC to dis- 


| try’s general campaign of harassment, continue playing ASCAP music com- 


of ASCAP. They anticipate that NBC, 


| like CBS, will cancel ASCAP num- | 


| bers in such ways and at such times 
| (the last minute) as to constitute the 
| maximum annoyance to the music 
| publishers. Meantime the songplug- 
| gers are finding life not very pleas- 
;}ant what with the hot weather and 
, the hot seat treatment. 

| NBC’s policy was officially out- 
| lined in a letter to the trade signed 


| by NBC’s new president, Niles Tram- | 


/mell, which advised bandleaders that 
after July 31 at least one non-ASCAP 
tune must be used each sustaining 
broadcast and that the number of 
such tunes will have to be increased 
}as the Dec. 31 deadline draws nearer. 
[It also points out the necessity for 
l\leaders to make preparation § to 
change theme tunes if their current 
ones happen to be on ASCAP list- 
ings. Letter follows: 
(COPY) 
July 17. 
On Dec. 31, 1940, the license agree- 
ments between NBC.and ASCAP 


GEORGE MARLO 
EXPANDS BMI 
STAFF 


George Marlo, general professional 
| manager of Broadcast Music, Inc., 
| who states that two BMI songs made 
‘the sheet,’ is now really going after 
|} song exploitation this week with ad- 
| dition of a professional staff. Several 
| veteran music men have been taken 
lon by BMI. 

Billy Chandler, ex-Mills, and 
| Jerry Lewin, ex-Spier and long with 
| Berlin’s, become Marlo’s contact 
|aides in New York. Harry Hume, 
|ex-Spier, in California, and Jimmy 
| Cairns, ex-Mills, heads Chi. 
| BMI is rushing out seven 











new 


weeks’ operation has built up a cata- 
log of 50 new numbers, besides the 
catalogs recently acquired. A young 
battalion of arrangers also com- 
mitted to rushing out new modern- 
ized arrangements of 25 tunes in the 


1S 


° ° . ' 
public domain every week, all this 


as part of the scheme to battle 
ASCAP’s upped contract demands 
and to make available as large a 


catalog-of BMI music for use of the 
|radio users. The 25 non-copyrights 
(new arrangements) every week will 
supplement the song-a-day idea of 
original numbers, 


LYMAN WORKS T0 CUT 
BILLY ROSE'S DEBTS 


Abe Lyman orchestra starts an in- 
definite run at the Bon Air Country 
Club, Chicago, (Saturday 27). Book- 
ing will undoubtedly have some 
bearing on the final settlement of 
Lyman’s squawk against Billy Rose 
to New York local 802 of the AFM 
for Rose’s failure to employ his band 
a full 24 weeks at the Barbary Coast 
at the New York World’s Fair as 
originally contracted for. Leader 
wants $10,000 to settle the contract 
or the full amount if it runs out 
without being settled—at the rate of 
$1,400 weekly for the 24 weeks. 

Whatever Lyman earns at Chi- 
cago or any subsequent dates be- 
tween now and Sept. 2 will be de- 
ductable from a full payoff from 
Rose; if the contract is settled at 
Lyman’s terms there would be no 
'change unless his earnings ran over 
$24,600, the difference between the 
full payment and a $10,000 settle- 
ment. 


*e* “ee eee eon 


tunes a week, and in the past seven | 


ee 


mencing with the first of next year. 

That means that a large part of 
'the popular music which NBC has 
| been using in the past will be un- 
available for its use after Dec. 31, 


and it is obvious that we must now 
begin to accustom ourselves and 
NEC artists to the use of such music 
as will be available to us after that 
date. 

With this in mind we are taking 

steps to increase the use on NBC 
studio sustaining programs of music 
which we are licensed to perform 
beyond Dec. 31, 1940, Among the 
catalogues which are available for 
use on NBC programs subsequent to 
that date are those of Broadcast 
/Music Ine., Associated Music Pub- 
lishers, G. Ricordi & Co., Milan, 
| Society of European Stage Authors 
‘and Composers (SESAC) A. P. 
Schmidt Co., E. C. Schirmer, Society 
of Jewish Composers, Publishers and 
| Song Writers and other concerns and 
individuals. Likewise, there is music 
available in the public domain which 
can be arranged from the original 
sources, 

It is now essential that we increase 
the use of such music on all NBC 
programs including our remote con- 
trol sustaining shows, and commence 
ing July 31, 1940 the policy of NBC 
will be that all orchestras broadcast- 
ing on NBC sustaining programs 
shall schedule at least one such com- 
position during each of their NBC 
broadcast periods. The use of such 
music will necessarily have to be in- 
creased as Dec. 31st approaches. 


We also suggest, however, that 
leaders of orchestras broadcasting 
over NBC make a study of their sig- 
natures, having in mind that after 
Dec. 31, 1940, they will be unable to 
broadcast over NBC the ones they 
are currently using if they are in the 
ASCAP repertoire. It would appear 
advisable for orchestras which ex- 
pect to broadcast over NBC subse- 
quent to that time to consider chang- 
'ing their signatures now to numbers 
which they will unquestionably be 
unable to use next year. 

You will note that among the cat- 
alogues we will continue to be 
| licensed to use is Broadcast Music, 
Inc. NBC proposes to popularize the 
music by BMI by using it whenever 
it can and we particularly ask your 
| cooperation in this endeavor. 

We cannot overemphasize the im- 
portance of being prepared in ad- 
vance to meet the situation which 
will exist after Dec. 31, 1940. In ad- 
dition to the problem NBC has of 
maintaining proper balance in musi- 
cal programs, the purely clerical task 
of checking the availability of music 
which you may wish to play after 
the first of the new year will re- 
quire the training of personnel to 
handle the additional burden. A 
gradual start in that direction will be 
of service not only to us but to 
orchestras and advertisers as well. 
If our Music Department can be of 
assistance to you in solving the prob- 
lems caused by this situation, please 
do not hesitate to call upon us. 

Sincerely, 
(Signed) Niles Trammell, 
President. 





Leader opinions of the above vary, 
sone are grumbling, others non- 
committal.. All are agreed, however, 
that complying with the order is bet- 
ter than not being on NBC air at all. 
That's easy to understand. 





(Slightly different in wording, 
but basically similar 1m theme, 
were NBC letters to radio. spon- 
sors. Latter were renunded of 
the Dec. 31,1940, ASCAP dead- 
line and urged to take this into 


account in planning radio pro- 


grams.) 
VevveHaue 


+e Be ‘++ ——e ee eer 














r. 


34 MUSIC 


A nen oe A Bay mm 


ARIETY 


Wednesday, July 24, 1919 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


{ 


(Week ending July 20, 1940) | 





God Bless America....c.ccccceeees 


I'll Never Smile —_— 
Sierra Su@ ...--- 


Make-believe Island nee ee ee 


Playmates ...+e+-- sana as 5; 
Woodpecker Song ...-.------- 
Fools Rush In ...cceeseeeeees: 
Breeze and! . 


*Where Was 1? ¢ "Til We Meet Again’) 


I'm Stepping Out With a Memory 
Imagination ...-ceeceereeerseeeers 
When the Swallows Come Back... 
I Can’t Love You Anymore....... 
*Blue Lovebird (‘Lillian Russell’) . 
Hear My Song Violetta........++-+ 
* Filmusical 








Stokowski’s Disk Deal With Col. Away 


From Victor Burns Philly Orch Ass'n 








Philadelphia, July 23. 


Leopold Stokowski, who has been = 
making records for RCA-Victor for 


the past 25 years, has signed a con-| 


tract to make recordings of his 
newly-organized All-American Youth 
Orchestra with Columbia Records. 


Stoky will continue to make discs 
for Victor with the Philadelphia | 
Orchestra, contracts having already 
been signed for next fall, but the | 
fact that the new records bearing) 
his name on competing recordings | 
have officials of the Philly symph ali | 
upset. 


+ 
v 


RYE TO BRIGHTON 


40-Mile Jump Daily For Tommy 
Reynolds’ Doubling 





Doubling from one job to another, 
often done by bands where the both |} 


be much more wearing to raner 
Reynolds’ band. Outfit begins to 


| shuttle, for a week, ao e.. 


land Casino; Rye Bea 

| Westchester, and Ravewmd Seat ben 
| Long Island Sunday (28). Distance 
between both points is about 40, 


The Philadelphia Orchestra AS-| miles. 


sociation has received a heavy 
chunk of coin from the Victor rec- | 
ords, making it possible to over-| 
come heavy deficits. 


was about $60,000, with Stoky get-| 
ting a like amount. Royalties from | 
the records are cut 50-50. 

It is reported that Victor made 
Stoky an offer for his Youth Or- 
chestra recordings, but he turned 
them down. Rumor has it that Co- 


to help finance the orchestra’s South 
American ‘goodwill tour.’ 

Although the Philadelphia 
chestra Association is separate from 
the group that is operating the al 
fresco concerts at Robin Hood Dell, 
there are many persons who are 
members of both groups. These are 
having an additional burn at the 
action of the blonde maestro who 
cancelled a scheduled appearance of 
the Youth band at the Dell on the 
grounds that it would have in- 
terfered with sale of tickets for the 
band’s Atlantic City debut on Sun- 
day (21). 

It was learned that managers of 
the youth orchestra had demanded 





a flat $3,500 guarantee ‘rain or 
shine’ for the appearance, instead 
of the 60-40 percentage agreed upon 
previously. 
4,000 Attend in Balto 
Baltimore, July 23. 
Leopold Stokowski and his AIll- 


American Youth Orchestra, in 
second of three dates prior to a 
South American tour, drew 
the Coliseum sports palace here last 
night (Monday), 
to $3.30. It was a highly 
crowd, varied in dress from 
shirts to summer formals. 

Juice joints, program peddlers and 
other concessionaires worked full 
blast. Concert got an enthusiastic 
reception and much newspaper 
space in praise of performance 


mixed 
sport 





Barron Elliott's orchestra comes 


into Trianon, Chicago, on Aug. 2 re- 


placing the Bill McCune band. Sticks 
the Lawrence 


until Sept. 5 when 
Welk orchestra comes in for 
stand. 


a long 














JORINNY 


McGEE 


HIS SINGING TRUMPET 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


MILLION DOLLAR PIER 


Direction 
GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


| near the Rockaways, 2-5 p.m., 


It is estimated | 
that last year the orchestra’s take | 


the 
r 4,000 to 


scaled from $1.10 











Band works Brighton, which is 
then 
hustles to Rye to start about 7 p.m.} 
for the rest of the evening. Band| 


will use private cars and the White- 


| stone Bridge for the daily jumps. | 


| Crew is on a summer long stand at | 
| Rye. It’s down for a Sept. 25 date | 
at the Paramount theatre, New York. | 





| Albany Broadcasters 


lumbia has advanced Stoky $25,000 | 


Tell WOKO Fans Local 


Or- | 


Songs Due on BMI List 


o—_——_. 


Albany, N. Y., July 23. 

In addition to plugging by name | 
Broadcast Music and its tunes on} 
Montgomery Ward's Musical Jam- | 
boree, 60-minute breakfast hour | 
program and WOKO’s biggest mail | 
|puller, Forrest Willis, emcee-an- | 
nouncer, told listeners Monday (22) 
| that he and General Manager Har- 
'old E. Smith composed four numbers 
which they hoped to have BMI pub- 
lish. Willis has written several hun- 
dred selections and aired them in a 
dozen years as a 
singer and band leader, but he has 


made no attempt to have them pub- | 


lished nationally. 
' Smit 
was a 
York 
metropolitan picture house, before 
he became a station operator some 
years ago. He holds a card in the! 
local musicians’ union. 


“JELLY ROLL? MOR’ MORTON'S 


violinist in orchestras at New 


‘SUIT VS. MELROSE MUSIC 





Suit of Ferdinand ‘Jelly Roll’ Mor-| 
|ton, songwriter, against Melrose 
Music Corp. 
supreme court Thursday (18) when 
the defendant sought a dismissal of 
the action, 


‘tion. Suit seeks an accounting on 
| 46 songs written by Morton and pub- 
lished by Melrose. 

It is claimed that in July, 1923, the 
|defendant hired Morton for six 
months as a composer, and agreed | 


| 
| 
| 


radio pianist- | 


h, boss of WOKO and WABY, | 


Hippodrome and at a large | 


was revealed in N. Y.| 


claiming that the com-| 
plaint failed to state a cause of ac-| 


REG CONNOLLY’S RETURN 


| British Publisher Awaits Cable on 
Wife and Son’s Plans 





Reg Connolly, 


publisher, in New York on business , 
eee e eee eee eenees Berlin for some weeks, plans to return to) 
Sun England within a week unless he | 

ee Shapiro hears by cable that his wife and | 
rr her oe .. Miller their 16-year-olid sun, Pat, may join 
Steet eee ee enees Santly him in America. While in New 
race eee ee ee eeeeees Robbins York Connolly placed some of his | 
scene eee ee een eeens BVC catalog publications for U. S. rights, | 

terete teen eeeees Marks -and may also finance a new publish- 

stent ee erees Remick ing venture by taking over the Su- 
Tonight........-. Robbins perior Music catalog with Irwin Dash | 
ae ABC .to operate it. Latter, American, is 
wate te eee reece cees Witmark also managing director of Dash, Ltd., 
me eee eee eeeeseres Olman | of London, a firm wherein Connolly 

cvbae en Vaeenene Feist | is a partner. 

ee en We ee er Crawford | Dash, London resident for some 
| years, came to America on a visit 


| several weeks ago, with return pass- 
age booked, and found himself un- 
able to return. He may be forced 
to operate from America for the 
war’s duration. 

Connolly points to the 9,500-copy | 
sales of ‘The Singing Hills’ for the 
week ending July as an indication | 
that apparently British war nerves 
are quite static, else they wouldn't 
be buying music that well. 
the last business cable received by 
him. ‘Hills’ is Campbell-Connolly’s 
publication, 
| British hit parade. 

i Me By,’ local song, 


‘Don’t Ever Pass 
is runner-up. 





bond played are within oe A. B. DECLINES 


| distance of one another, is going t 


TO HAVE ASCAP 
‘EXPLAIN’ 


i 


John G. Paine, general manager of 
ASCAP received a reply yesterday 
from Neville Milier, president of the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
spurning the Society’s proffer for 
Gene Buck of some ASCAPite to ad- 
dress the N.A.B. convention in San 
| Francisco, commencing Aug. 5. 
Miller’s repfy, sald to be somewhat 
| sarcastic, emphasized that the con- 





| vention’s long agenda has been filled | 


up and that no discussions on 
ASCAP and music. at least by a 
| Society spokesman, could be accom- 
modated. 

Miller reportedly 
N.A.B. had offered to sit down pri- 
vately with ASCAP and hence won’t 
now countenance ASCAP publicly or 
semi-publicly addressing the mem- 
| bership. 

The Society’s perspective is that 
| the N.A.B. invited ASCAP to ‘make 
la proposition’ and that the trade 
| body would ‘entertain it and possibly 
allocate’ the music charges. ASCAP 
doesn’t fancy theory of a group 
charge being cut up by 
jany association of music 
ASCAP wanting to make its 
deals direct with individuals, g 
or other principals involved. 


WURLITZER SUES COIN 
OPERATOR FOR $28,475 


Suit of the Rudolph Wurlitzer Co. 
| against Babe Kaufman Music Corp. 
| for $28,475, based on alleged failure 
|to pay a balance due on 509 elec- | 
| trically-operated automatic Wur- | 
| litzer phonographs, was 
' Friday (19) in N. Y. supreme court. 
og defendant operates in N. Y. and | 

s leased the coin-operated ma- 
throughout the city. 
machines were purchased 
March 28, 1940, and were to be paid 
for in weekly payments starting at 
$500 and working to $750 a week, over 
a period of months. The first alleged 
default came on May 23, and it is 
claimed no payments have’ been 
made since that date. 
amount wi: 
}payment was defaulted. The 
fendant, which is seeking a dismis- 
sal of the action, claims that it paid 
$150,000 for the machines, and has 


users, 
own 
roups 


| 


joni 
The 


to publish his songs and pay royal+| reduced its payments to a $20,000 


ities on mechanical rights. 
of sheet music were to belong to the | 
‘defendant. A subsequent contract | 
signed a few years later was for a | 
year’s duration, with a promise to | 
‘pay 25° of the profits plus 1c royal- | 
ties on sheet music, 1245% on me- 
chanical rights, 
chestrations, 
furnished from time to time, but the 


complaint alleges these were far less | 


than the actual amounts received, 


'and the defendant is accused of hav- 
.ing fraudulently retained the bal- 
_ ance, 


All sales | 


and 3c for all or-| 
Accountings have been 


baiance. 





| Barrere at Chautauqua 
Jamestown, N. Y., July 23. 


| Georges Barrere, leader of the | 
|Chautauqua Little Symphony Or- 
chestra is back at Chautauqua. He 


played in the first symphony con-| 
cert presenied in Chautauqua in! 
1909 under the baton of Walter 


Damrosch. 


| Gertrude Gibson scored as solo so- | 
the | 


|; prano with the orchestra ina 


| debut, 


the London music 


——— 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


—_—— 


er 


(Presented herewith, as & weekly tabulation, ts the estimated conor 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotely. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 

| holiday price.) 


| wees “Fer ut 
Band Hotel Played Week On Data 
‘Charlie Barnet... Lincoln (225; 50c-$1)....... sevcccce 12 425 727! 
| Larry Clinton*... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....ee0.11 1,475 16,875 
| | Jimmy Dorsey. . Pennsylvania (500; 7T5c-$1.50)....606215 1,350 23,900 
Tommy Dorsey*.. Astor (900; 75c-$1)........-046 oe ef 28 875 
Ray Kinney*..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........10 850 13,325 
Alvino OSs oscees Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)...... coccces © 525 2 879 


| « Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 


On the Upbeat 


— 








cione closes, for first date in home. 
town for three years. 


Don Brown is new vocalist with 
‘Tommy Tucker. Latter picked him | 
| up singing with a relief band on a 





That’s | 


date played at Middleton, N. J. 


trumpet, 


| Paul Martell, to Larry 


| Clinton, 


Ken Bailey trio (Johnny Mitchel 


‘on the organ and Don Battist on the 


guitar) opened indefinite engagement 
at Fort Pitt Hotel Lounge, Pitis- 


| burgh, Monday (22). Bailey recentiy 


currently No. 1 on the | 


remarked that | 


N.A.B., or | 


rev ealed | 


The whole | 
‘s due on demand if any | 
de- | 





| Woody Herman plays Hunt's Ca- returned to Pitt. after stretch with 
sino, Wildwood, N. J., Aug 2-4 then | Horace Heidt. 

i vacations couple days till his open- | 

ing at the New Yorker hotel, N. Y Benny Burton band into the 
Aug. 8. Riviera, Pittsburgh, for a limited 
—__——. stay on the heels of Max Adkins’ 
| Harry Moss, MCA band booker, three-week engagement. 





vacations for a week beginning Sat- | 
urday (27). Originally intended 
three-week trip to Coast but illness 
of Sonny Werblin stymied. 


Mal Hallett opened fortnight’s stay 
at Kennywod Park, Pittsburgh, Mon- 
day (22), with Howard Baum returin- 
ing to West View Park there 
same day. 


the 


Frank Suttle new vocalist with 
Alvino Rey at Biltmore hotel, N.Y. 

Harry James’ sand has a new 
member, pianistic Al Lerner having 
replaced ‘Jumbo’ Jack Gardner. | 
James currently at the N. Y. Fair’s 
Dancing Campus for a month, hav- 
ing opened there Saturday (20). 





Ruby Newman, currently at 
Casino, Magnolia, Mass., will sub- 
stitute Sammy Eisen and band, one 
of the Newman units, and direct in. 
person the Skating Carnivals at 
Olympic Arena, Lake Placid, Aug 
1-3. This will be Newman’s third 
season at Lake Placid. He was Sonia 
Henie’s musical director in 


the 





Larry Clinton down for stay at pre- 








Strand theatre, N. Y., beginning Hollywood days. 
Aug 30. Currently at New Yorker 
|hotel, N. Y. Jack Lanny’s erchestra is playing 


Moonlite Roof Gardeii, 
Island, N. Y. 


hieaniniamnisiag at 


Greer 


Denny Beckner now in the Nassau 





Room of the Hillcrest Hotel, To- 

| ledo, O, 

| — RAIN OR SHINE TERMS 
Phil Harris at the Forum, Van- 

couver, July 8, under Beacon theatre FOR JOHNNY GREEN 

management, drew 3,000 dancers at 





$1.10 each, 


Johnny Green’s orchestra, booked 





Jackie Souders orchestra of the ‘© open the new Philadelphia Gac- 
Olympic Hotel, Seattle, donated| ens, ice skating rank, was signed 
lservices to Vancouver's Air Su-| for the date under an unusual ar- 


10% 


t Oe 


rangement. Green’s contract re 
that he’s to start work at 8 pm 
morrow (Thursday) but if he’s noti- 
fied before noon that the opening 


|premacy drive by playing for the | 
wind-up of the drive at the Commo- 
dore, Vancouver, July 15, 


| Eddy Duchin’s crew moved into Das been deferred because of rain 
|Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles, with | ¢S to stay in New York and col- 
Jane Pickens featured. lect 802 scale for not playing. If it 
Panto rains while he’s on his way to Phills 
Tiny Bradshaw band signed to he gets paid what the contract calls 
Music Corp. of America for. Park is open air, being the old 
2 tam Philadelphia National League ball 
| Bobby Byrne band added third ° ard. Z 
|trombone. Sid Brantley, formerly Joey Kearns, WCAU, Philadel- 
| with Gene Krupa and Bob Chester, phia, house band is down to play for 


skaters Friday and Saturday (26-! 


Band Bookings 


brought in. Byrne currently at Glen 
Island Casino for summer, 





| Bud Hall is leaving Emerson Gill’s 


band at Virginia Beach and will join 
Tommy Greene’s Midshipmen, play- 
ing at the Rustic Lodge, near Toledo, 








O., about Aug. 1. Johnny Messner, Aug. 18, week 
ae Manhattan Beach, N. Y. 

Bernie Cummins orchestra will, Gene Krupa, Sept. 6, five days 

|'make a three-day appearance on the State, Hartford; Sept. 20, week, Hipp 


| stage of the Emboyd, Fort Wayne, 
starting Monday, July 29, coming! 
| from the State-Lake theatre in Chi- 
cago with a vaudeville unit. 


| theatre, Baltimore. 

| Larry Clinton, Aug. 10, Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City; Aug. 17, six days, one- 
nighters in New England; Aug. 30 
three weeks, Strand theatre, New 
York; Oct. 4, five days, State theatre 
Hartford, 


‘Dynamite’ Pizza, accordionist who 
was a member of Chuck Shanks’ 


band when it played in downtown George Dameral, July 30, fou 
Toledo, O., hotels, has joined the! weeks, Sign of Drum, Cincinnati 

|orchestra at the Oasis Club, Toledo,| Glenn Miller, July 26, and., Si 
operated by the Shanks Brothers. | Louis; 27, and., Kansas City; 28 


= Shore Acres, Towa; 29 
Gene Krupa drew 1.264 admissions 
| at 75¢e at Roton Point Park, Conn... 
|Sunday night (21). Took out 80% 
as his end. He’s starting name policy 
at Geneva-on-the-Lake’s pier ball- 
room, Ohio, tomorrow (25), followed 
by Ben Bernie, Aug. 4; Glenn Miller, 
Aug. 11; Lawrence Welk, Aug. 25. 
Bonnie King, KMBC, Kansas City, 
winner of Al Pearce’s radio spot, is 


Sioux City, 
Clear Lake, Iowa. 





JIMMIE 
LUNCEFORD 


And HIS ORCHESTR4 











, replacing Doris Day as vocalist for | 





Bob Crosby's crew and making 2nd WEEK 
break-in when outfit starts one-week COLLEGE INN 
stand at Cedar Point ballroom near 
Cleveland on Friday (26), SHERMAN HOTEL 
* 


George Duffy taking over Hollen- 
den Vogue Room’s bandstand in 
Cleveland July 29, when Henry Cin- 


Mgt. HAROLD OXLEY 
17 East 49th St., New York 


_..?.se ee 
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Pittsburgh, July 23. 

Those new cinematic see-boxes are 
jkely to have a very limited distri- 
pution locally due to a ruling handed 
gown here last week by State Liquor 
Control Board. Booze licensees have 
dassified the machines as visual en- 
jertainment, which means that places 
where they're installed will have to 
sy a Pennsylvania license fee of 
$125, same as night spots with bands 
gnd floor shows. Added to this 
demand of IATSE that its operators 
be employed, at union rates, to serv- 


pear. Union estimated that one man, 

nowever, could look after 8 or 10 in- 

stallations daily. 
Newspapers 


- 


asked board why 


dassified the same way, and booze 


and that it wasn’t being used for en- 
tertainment. They pointed out, how- 
ever, that should a couple in any 
spot get up and start dancing to the 
record-players, barroom or _ cate 
would have to shell out $125 for an 
entertainment license or stand for a 
jicense Suspension, 

So far, there have been only two 
installations of the film juke-boxes 





is | 
jee the boxes, making the tariff too | 


heavy for ordinary small place to | 


rooms with record machines weren't , 


wars said the music wasn’t visual | 

















JOE GLASER'S 


Attractions 
Capture 


BROADWAY ! 


xs 


LOUIS 


(SATCHMO) 


ARMSTRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


AT THE 


PARAMOUNT 
NEW YORK 


Week July 24 





| ANDY KIRK 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


AT THE 


STATE 
NEW YORK 


Week July 25 


¢ 


sh 


Both Orchestras Exclusive 
Decca Recording Artists 


i 


| Personal Management 
JOE GLASER 


Direction 


ee Consolidated Attractions, Tne. 





, locally and those in the know pre- 
dict that there'll be few more under 
) such an expensive set-up. Under- 
|stood that manufacturers of ma- 
; chines will appea] to the Control 
Board against what they term ‘dis- 
| crmination,’ pointing out that their 
i product should be classified same as 
record boxes, 


Django Reinhart Fate 
Worries Lovers of Jive; 


Grapelli In London 


Bandman are concerned over the 
whereabouts of Django Reinhart, the 
Franco-gypsy three-fingered guitar- 





considered one of the world’s 
greatest, and known on Victor, Decca 


and other recordings as part of the 
Hot Club of France, and notably in 
association with Stephani Grapelli, 
the Joe Venuti of France. Latter is 
safe in London, a fugitive from his 
native Paris, and working currently 
in Hachette’s, in the British capital. 

But Reinhart, more or less state- 


ist, 


less, hasn't been heard from for 
months. He was the type, inci- 
dentally, who would work when 


fancy moved him and then retire to 
his gypsy caravan somewhere along 
the French roads. He was an out- 
of-this-world character in the fullest 
sense, being paradoxically one 
the most sophisticated jive musicians, 
considerably ahead of his environ- 
ment. Yet he worked as and when 
he pleased; spurned al! London and 


recordings and club dates, 
that was the nearest to him, and hit 
the French version of whatever the 
Romany trail is called in the Gallic 


tongue. 


AL DONAHUE SWITCHING 
TO WILLIAM MORRIS 


will break 


musement 


Al Donahue orchestra 


away from General 
Corp. when its current booking con- 
tract with that agency expires Oct. 
24. Band has already been signed to 
a shift to the William Morris band 
department. Donahue’ had _ been 
with GAC for five years, most ofthat 
time a ‘society orchestra. During 
the last vear its style has been mod- 


ernized. Band was renewed for an- 
other year on Vocalion records last 
week, 

Beside the dance band he leads 
Donahue'’s own agency — supplies 
bands for coastline boats to Ber- 
muda and South American ports. At 


one time he had 28 such _ bands 


operating On cCoOastwise steamers Dul 
the war and the stopping or slowing 
of such traffic, especially to English 
Bermuda, has cut that figure to 12 


9 Suits by 11 Music Pubs 
Over Usage of 17 Songs 


Gene Buck, as president of the 
American Society of Composers 
Authors and Publishers, togethe. 
with a number of music publishing 
houses, filed nine suits in N. Y. Fed 
eral court, Friday (19) against op 
erators of amusement hou ( 
ret < te ‘—_— g r 

censed playing for pr of 17 
songs St ory damage ( $250 
for each infringement, an acco t 
ng of profits, and damages is s 
The pia ntiffs be de B . € 
Feist Be Inc Cyr ford, S: 
ley-Jov-Select Remick Witmark 
Famous, Marks, ABC Music, Bresg 
man, Vocco & Conn, and Ager, Ye 
len & Bornstein. 

The defendants are The Clichy, 
Inc., of 134 East 61st street; Gold 
Crest, Inc., 249 Sullivan street; John 


Pitzolante, doing business as Cairo 


Gardens, Greene County, N. Y-.; 
Percy J. Wardell, Brandon House, 
Greenwood Lake, Orange County, 


N. Y¥.: The Cinderella, Inc., 82 West 
Third street, New York City; Fifth 


Avenue Food, Inc., 94 Fifth avenue; 
Ivanhoe Estates, Inc., operating the 
Tumble Inn. Wesichester, Michael 
McGuire and Michael McCabe, do- 
ing business as the Lietrim House, 
N. Y.. and Arthur Schwartz, doing 
business as Art’s Bar and Grill, 





CLA, Building, Radio City, New York 


Livingston Manor, N. Y. 











Adverse Tax, Union Factors Retard | 
Juke-Boxes Future in Pittsburgh 
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contracts, though, 
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| 
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| faces in order to play Toronto date. 


| 


| 


| 


of | 


| 


New York offers: came to Paris for | 
because | 


BORDER STUFF 


Canadian Dates Under Shadow of 
Technicalities Just Now 
Buffalo, July 23. 
Crystal Beach, Ont. ballroom, 
which has been bringing in a Buffalo 
band without difficulty, ran into its 
first war-inspired trouble in trying 
to bring in a name outfit Jast week. 
Guy Lombardo nixed a one-nighter 
on grounds that two of his men 
haven't taken out final U.S. papers. 
Harold Austin, ballroom manager, 


got a similar answer from Charlie 
Barnet, who wired his band con- 
tained ‘two aliens.’ Austin claims 


on Jan Savitt and 
Al Donahue for next month. 
Lombardo expects immigration 
trouble to be cleared up by Septem- 
ber so he can play Canadian National 
Exposition at Toronto. If not, he 
hinted Saturday (July 20) at Celoron 
Park, N. Y., he'll put in two new 


Meyer Davis’ Fancy Fees 


Asbury Park, N. J. 
Editor, Varirty: 

Your story on the Jimmy Dorsey 
single date in Houston, Texas, on 
July 22, is interesting, but not in ac- 
cord with facts. You say that the 
price of $5,800, received by Dorsey 
for this engagement, the highest 
figure ever paid a band for a one 
night date. 

I can show you photostatic copies 
of checks received by the writer for 
playing debut balls and_= similar 
functions far in excess of this 
amount. The Atwater Kent party 
for their debutante daughter was 
$7,900; the Clarence Geist ball was 
$7,200; the Peter A. B. Widener ball 
in Philadelphia was $10,000; the 
Ralph Beaver Strassburger party for 
the Marquis de St. Sauveur was $10,- 
000 for the music. I could cite many 








is 


others. 
There were no terrific travelling 
expenses either. 
Davis. 


Meuer 


Mrs. Herb Mahler Sues 


St. Louis, July 23. 
maestro of his own 
local dance band, defend- 
ant in a divorce action brought in 
the Circuit Court Friday 119) by his | 
wife, Mrs. Ruth L. Mahler. She 
charges general indignities. The pe- 
tition alleges that Mahler criticized 
his wife without just cause and al- | 
though he earned a good income he 
refused to support her. Mrs. Mahler, 
who holds a secretarial position 
radio station KXOK asks 
restoration of her maiden 
Ecoff. 

Mahler entered appearances 
and filed a general denial to the alle- 


Herb Mahler. 


was made 





at 
the 
name, 


also 


his 


gations. The couple were married 
May 20, 1927 and separated Monday 
(15). 


Music Notes | 


Sol Meyer, Jules Stvne and Gearge 
Brown sold two songs. ‘Girl From | 
Havana’ and ‘Querido’ for Republic's | 
‘Girl From Havana.’ 


Canadians Scarce, Old Orchard Suffers 


Worst Summer Since Snow of 1886 





SPINE PRESSURE 


Mayo Clinic Operates te 
Benny Geoodman’s Sciatica. 
Benny Goodman's sciatica 
tion, according to doctors 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester. 


at 
Minnesota, 


was induced by a slipped disc in the | 
fourth lumbar of the lower spine. Jn | 


short, something in his spine got out 
of position and was pressing on the 
sciatic nerve. Leader was success- 
fully operated on for the removal of 
the troublemaker a week ago Mon- 
day (15) and is expected to be out of 
the Clinic Friday or Saturday of this 
week, fully recovered. He will have 
to rest a bit, however. Goodman en- 
tered the Clinic July 13 after leav- 
ing his band earlier the same week 
at Catalina Island, Calif. 

Present plans aren't as yet clear, 
but it appears that Goodman will be 
back at work as soon as he’s suffi 
ciently recuperated. His next book- 
ing is for a week at the Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, Aug. 24, which ap- 
parently won't be fulfilled as he is to 
rest a month or so. He is also sched- 
uled for a stand at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., starting Sept. 3. 
That is also doubtful. No booking: 
were set for him immediately follow- 


ing the Catalina date, which closed | 


July 14, due to the uncertainty of 
his condition. 

New development will probably 
nullify the plans of Artie Shaw. now 
on the Coast, to take part of 
Goodman band for his new dance 
group. Goodman's men undoubtedly 
will look upon the Javoff as a 
tion and return to him when things 


are ready. Shaw's new dance group 
will consist of 21 men, will open 
sometime in September at a San 


Francisco hotel, and will do no one- 
nighters—theatres and hotels only. 
He had expected to take from Gooad- 


man Les Robinson, alto sax: Jerry 
Jerome, tenor sax: Nick Fatool, 
drums; Johnny Guareniez, piano, 
!and another unnamed sax player. 


not a trombone man as first thought 


Larry Spier Dickering 
Fer Abner Silver Part 
Of Mayfair Catalog 


Larry Spier is dickering to buy 


out Abner Silver’s interest in Mavy- 


fair Music (Joe Davis catalog), the 
songwriter preferring to freelance 
Silver and Willie Horowitz starter 
| the firm when the latter left Mille: 
| Music, and bought the Davis songs 
as a nucleus for ASCAP rating 

Spier, Inc. itself has the old Mc- 
Kinley Music catalog as one of its 
major components. 

GASKILL LAID UP 

Tunester Clarence Gaskill in U. § 

Marine Hospital, Stapleton, S. I 


Fred Astaire and Johnny Mercer | 


+ 


cleffing the title song for National 
Picture Corp's ‘Second Chorus.’ 

‘ “ | 

Lee Penny, Chicago tunesmith, | 

sold 11 songs to Gene Autry. 


RKO assigned Alfred 


, 


Newman to 


the musical score on ‘Lucky Part- 
ners’ and Rov Webb tc ‘One 
Crowded Night 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn publishes 


nine songs from two Hal Roach pic- 
ba Captain Caution’ and ‘Road 
She P Ditties are Yum Yum,’ 
C: ope Jane Slav-Annie and ‘I 
S} ( Have Known You Years| 
Ag all y Hoagy Carmichael, and | 
Only Once I Love Hilda,’ ‘The Ap- 
e Sor On a Little Island by a] 
Moonlit Sea’ and ‘Que Vouliz Vous,’ 
Phil Ohman and Foster Carling, 


, a 
Lucien Moraweck scoring ‘Lady in | 


Question.” Werner Heyman is on 
He Stayed for Breakfast’ and George | 
Antheil, ‘Before I Die,’ at Columbia. 


Werner Heymann doing musical} 
background for ‘The New Yorkers’ } 
at Paramount. 

seca i 

Jimmy Dodd sings his own song, 
‘Oklahoma's Oke With Me.’ jin the} 
Universal western, ‘The Man from} 
Cheyenne.’ 

Moe Jerome and Jack Scholl! 
' cleffed two ditties. ‘Holiday March- 


ing Song’ and ‘By the Campfire,” for 
‘The Santa Fe Trail’ at Warners. j 


| Suffered a hemorrhage, losing about 


three quarts of blood, and required 
transfusion, 
Okay now. 


+ a 


Relieve | 


the | 


Vaca- | 


By ROBERT McDONOUGH 
Old Orchard Beach, Me., July 23 
Entire southeastern coast region «f 
Maine, keystoned by this resort town, 
is in midst of poorest season since 


'1917 if not since 1886, when it snowed 
condi- 
the | 


in August. Chagrined entertain- 
ment men and hostelry operators are 
attributing the downbeat activity cof 
the graphs to Canada’s war effort 
and U. S. restrictions on tourists 
from north of the border. In normal 


'times dependence on Canadian trade, 


most of which is sent down here by 
attraction of comparatively balmy 
salt water, payed off well, but now 
it seems to have been shortsighted. 
Only bright aspect of Old Orchard 


'picture has been weekend biz, which 


has relatively held. Credit for this is 
freely assigned to Duffy brothers for 
smart operation of their Pier. Duffys 
have brought in unexcelled-for-re- 
gion roster of name bands in the face 
of numerous warnings and a falling 
barometer. Policy has paid off for 
brothers—their takings are reported 
down only five percent from 1939— 
and has kept balance of working re- 


sorters from complete discourage- 
ment, 
According to Maine Publicity 


Bureau, all other sections of state are 
doing healthy trade, and couni of 
alien cars going through Portland is 
satisfactory. 


Swank Room Empty As 
Adjacent Cocktailery Is 
Jammed; Statler Changes 


Cleveland, July 23. 
Manny Landers’ orchestra wags 
dropped, the swank Terrace Room 
shuttered for the summer and a new 
band policy was set up last week by 
W. L. Hennessey for the local Statler. 
Hotel's dance spot has been swim- 
ming in red ink lately, having more 
waiters than customers some nights 





Ironically, the adjoining cocktzil 
lounge is such a terrific money- 
maker that Gene Kelly, manager, 
capitalized its pull by insialling 


small dance floor, Oscar Day's band 
and dozen extra tables in it. Ex- 
periment clicked so heavily in first 


week that lounge is being enlarged, 


crowds virtually moving inte half of 
the curtained-off Terrace Roo:n 
which couldn’t catch them. Less 


formality and lower prices doing ine 
trick. 


TOOTS CAMARATA’S EVENING 


broad- 
cast tomorrow night (Thursday) will 
be dedicated to Toots Camarata, h 
ranger. Dorsey’s 
of all outstanding arrange- 
ments Camarata has written for the 
band including ‘My Prayer: Breeze 
and |’ and others. 

He recently from the 
band for a short spell, but returne« 
week: 


i< 


a! broadcast will 


consist 


WaS away 


about two ago. 


> 


Alex Bartha band signec 


ie MCA 
Band has been house crew at At- 
lantic City Steel Pier for past five 
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Night Club Reviews 








MARDEN’S RIVIERA 
(ENGLEWOOD, N. J.) 


Al Trahan with Rose Perfect, 
George Givot, Terry Lawlor, Chan- 





Acts). a Mexican satirist, and Mabel 
Nelson’s inconsequential dog act that 
has the added handicap of being 
extremely slow. Once past these 
turns the show runs quite well, al- 
though a sock singer or hoofer, or 
both, can be used. 











Closes With Anthem 


San Francisco, July 23. 

Henry Busse playing ‘Star 
Spangled Banner’ every night as 
closer at Palace Hotel, San Fran- 
cisco, since band opened June 18. 
Says every band should do it in 
these times. Act drew hearty 
commendation from Mayor Rossi, 
who penned letter of apprecia- 
which got Busse’s picture 














Network Plugs, 8 AM. tol AM. 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF ard WJZ) and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
| Monday through Sunday (July 15-21). Total represents accumulated 
| performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 am. Symbol 
| denotes film song, ¢ stage musicals, all others are pop. Parenthetic numeral 
| after the title indicates how many weeks the song has shown up in these 


























ra “ers (3), Shea and Z : e tion, 
Be pg ol and Pancho’s Most notable in the production is in the papers. | listings. 
orchestras; no cover, $3.50 and $4 the costuming, | also the — cal Busse will go to Hollywood in Chane 
minmum — he ous woe Se eet ine. October to make a feature pic- | TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
o -den’s ig! ay with an assist from Midge| ture for Columbia and a short | I’m Nobody's Baby (6)...*Andy Hardy Meets Deb..... i. aaa 44 
New lineup of Ben —_—* Fielding, the femme stager once at for Warners. ) Tu SB OS Pg 5 ee Oa a ere ee Eee 31 
otherwise ultra roadhouse is a hap- the Paradise on Broadway. They | eo pe bE TREES Sarese ss shen a Segnend trey Shapiro 24 
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peng monet -. aah Improwe- ee cantina ae Burt Harger and | July 29, when George Duffy takes | PE OED nc dren sieges 00 sOu bins o0030eue% eeaed . eee 25 
woe vegan Mathes, ‘ts d Charlotte Maye, goodlooking team, | over baton. Interludes ey wooed Nearness of You (6)............ setseeees eens eseeeees Famous ......, 4 
ment with judicious pruning” 58 Valentinoff and Flower, doing a| by Grace Morgan, who plays plenty | pm Stepping Out with Memory Tonight (6)............ Robbins ...... 18 
priming. Perhaps the major short- — variation of the Conga, and of piano in conversational tempos. Meet the Sun Halfway (11)...*If I Had My Way....... Santly ..... 8 
coming is George Givot's indifferent the ‘comedy of the Sid Tomack and Pullen. | Make-Believe Island (13).............. vos obi ake whe bolas Miller ...... ae 
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Lady Yukona Cameron used to fit in, eye - ion * t Ray Noble ‘Orch (16), Igor and g EIT Sere. Ae a Ge IO 
was st-minute addition, which | Berlin's ‘God Bless America, aten Poggi, T Oa eS CE SUR ne b xin do cane anv ess SUVA Tee a NSC eOuNeS re 14 
may have. accounted for Leo Reis-| Kate Smith should ape ome fone Ramblers (4), Valerie Thon, | Where Was I? (16)...*’Til We Meet Again............. Remick ....... 14 
an's_ unshow i | the Bank of America. is in the poor- ick B 5h eI ONE: OOD y's 5 ok 50 ica cis evn vic docace'sceseebe Rais a's 5 x5 13 
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however, was Trahan’s yeoman better. vn eae holdover | Orchestra. And _ that's all, at least | April Played Fiddle (5)... if | Had My Way.......... reveal ethers ees 11 
showmanship and generally effective Buddy Clarke's band, 8 pateapadl where the entertainment comes in. | Orchids for Remembrance eS ciadeaaneek+se eee etaee Ee Il 
knockabout comedy. in the Cocoanut Grove, 48 playing Noble’s new group does a fine job | Please eee eee’ Biss MrOWN (3)... os is va dadecc¥esceh Paramount — 
vi heir, the show and the dancing and doing ic dansapati > ptecemenn tae MEME TBD... occ ncsvscasecvneededdwuscunder Chappell ...... 1 
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standard eccentric hoofology open.| a nice job of both. Spo * 05 k- | accompaniment for. the show. It) It's Lovely Day Tomorrow (2)... ouisiana wre aoe « Ee 3 eG Pare 
Terry Lawlor, personable redhead been raised from 50c to 7c an -| gets a bit loud at times, but that is| You Can’t Brush Me Off (8). ..*Louisiana Purchase. .., Berlin artes 9 
songstress, registers with her pops days, but sticks at $1 over weekends. | ji gicated as the fault of the sound | How Can I Ever Be Alone? (6)...+American Jubilee...Chappell ...... 9 
that range from ‘Woodpecker’ and and_ indications the second night system, and not the outfit, which is Polka Dots, go sear a he re eh oe ua sanae 88 568 oe Bienes ned : 
an [rish number to ‘Spic and Span-| were that Miss Rand may recoup well-founded and rounded. Band can Yours Is My Heart A one ROB P ces Land of Smiles...... — Pita ten 
ish’ (with conga variations) to ‘Old some of that big chunk of coin she | gy about anything, with an instru-| Blue Lovebird (10)...*Lillian Russell. ..............4. eist owes 8 
Man Mose.” Then Givot, overlong! dropped in the Nude Ranch at the | jentation that permits Viennese | Tennessee Fish Fry (10)...iAmerican Jubilee......... C appeil ...... 8 
and dull. | San Francisco Expo. Scho. | waltzes to be played in original form! A Lover's Lullaby (7)..........0c0cceccecueeeeeeeeees SOWGE 6 occ cedee 8 
Chandra-Kaly Dancers. a man and 6 ean aaa as well - 2 he wg tempos for the 
two capable femme aides, in an younger hoofologist. Cer ; 
unique Seensishorean routine, blend | VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. Ppa Foy size and Cienaen. eal B R 
Indo-China dancing and Brazilian (HOTEL HOLLENDEN) the vio ins given a posi . 4 wt and eCvVICWS 
sambas, done in bare feet (a la the meer cera dg Ry Ally nn «ad 
Jack Cole Siamese manner) and in’ novelty 10N} esent-c s-| 
very picturesque native  getups. | Cleveland, July 20. tras. In every way, it is a | 
Chandra-Kaly trio are the lone hold- | Jack Marshall, Caryl Gould, Her- orchestra and particularly pea PHIL HARRIS ORCHESTRA (15) ' street traps, the kids are being lured 
overs from the previous show, with bert Taylors, Grace Morgan, Henry| for a subdued dining and dancing With Ruth Robin, Eart Evans by Profit and his aides (bass and 
exception of the sturdy Reisman and | Cincione’s Orch; $1.50 minimum. rout o~ = antl is on the | Turapike Casino, Lincola, Neb. guitar) plus Bob Howard. 
oe epee rs sihar pe Agee the street and lacks | Phil Harris does not step out of Latter is a commercial songologist 
is the third of the Chester , on : who errs on overdoing his stuff. He 


This 
Hale revues, the 16 girls, all lookers, 





In spite of tough heat opposition, | every touch that makes the Noble character from the Jack Benny show 
Jack Marshall is doing the sockiest| orchestra worthwhile. 


Where the 


when roadshowing about the coun- was long at Will Rockell’s Swing 


holding over, with | acts ane biz for the Vogue Room that this rest are concerned, it is a cheap|try. He’s out now, because he fig- Street spot, Mammy’s Chicken Farm, 
every four weeks. — is a 10-' intimate hotel spot has had _ since | show, and the turns are essentially|ured he could make more income and is a fixture on WOR-Mutual 

week gg ag ~ ted Piping | Gus Van. Clicko is particularly un- | small-time, especially for the Palmer|tax fodder on the road than he, Trio is the real swingophile lure. 
month. For the August racing sea-| sua) since it’s singing comic's first | House, which deserves better treat-| could by staying on the coast with | Profit’s pianology and arrangements 


son, when many of the Riviera’s 


return visit 


ment. 


promise of a small part in the far eclipse Howard's digit dexterity 





to hometown in ee 


regulars go to Saratoga, a particu-| qo7en years. Attempt is made to be barn-dance | Benny - Allen between-radio-seasons on the Steinway, but the latter is a 





larly strong show will be brought in, 
headed by Joe E. Lewis to offset the 
pull of the upstate spa. Biz good 
right along, the hot weather a 
natural hit-the-road inducer. No 
cover; minimum $3.50 and $4, latter 
on Saturdays. Abel. 


Cocoanut Grove, N. Y. 
(PARK CENTRAL HOTEL) 





Sally Rand’s ‘Star Studded Revue,’ 
with Miss Rand, Mabel 
Dogs, Roland, Dora Maugham, Burt 
Harger & Charlotte Maye, Valentin- 
off, Sid Tomack & Reis Bros. (2); 
Buddy Clarke’s Orch, 75c-$l1 couvert. 





Mayor LaGuardia’s ban is evi- 
dently the Park Central Hotel's gain, 
Sally Rand moving into the Cocoa- 
nut Grove when she found that the 
New York World’s Fair had posted 


a ‘No Fan Dancers Wanted’ sign. 
She’s playing the roof room on a 
percentage, providing the whole 


show, plus getting a cut on the busi- 
ness in the «cocktail room. Room 
seats 350. 

This ‘Star Studded Revue,’ for all 
of its corney title, is a nifty flash for 
a popular-priced spot such as this. 
It has a couple of weak spots, but 
these can readily be remedied. Once 
past the opening days’ fixing it 


should be smooth-running for the | 


Inside Stufl—Music 


rest of the scheduled 1l-week (plus 
options) run. 


Actually, Miss Rand is presenting 
three shows, changing costumes and 
routines for the dinner, supper and 
2 a.m. sessions. It’s probably the 
same system she had in force at the 
Music Box on the Coast, where, with 
most of the girls currently appear- 
ing, she ran for a year and a half. 

Naturally Miss Rand is still the 
star of her own show, alternating be- 
tween fan and bubble dancing, and 
wearing a costume that probably 
comes in a small can stamped ‘ad- 
hesive tape.’ She sells the nudity as 
artistry, which removes the curse of 
offensiveness, though the ringsiders 


are given enough of a flash to drool. | 


Practically the entire show, in fact, 
is on the nice side, the only ex- 
ception being Dora Maugham’s 
naughty specials and even _less- 
camouflaged asides. 
Miss Maugham, who _ has 
quite portly 
days, became very 


grown 


irked at some 


mike .and band lapses and didn’t | 
in front of the | 


mince any words 
audience. It was a display of 
temperament that should have been 
held for the dressing room. The fol- 
lowing night she had calmed down. 


although a bad case of\hecklers was | 

: *| Inc.’s new publication, ‘Your Flag and Mine,’ has sold 17,000 copies in less 
than a week. Benny Davis and Harry Akst wrote it. 
trade that American music buyers are yery patriotic-minded, 


’ working against her, “~~ 


Two acts in the show. that. defi- | 
nitely don’t belong are Roland (New i 


Nelson’s 


Opening night | 


Since the two-a-day | 


Local-boy-makes-good stuff as a 
rule boomerangs here, but Marshall | 
is pulling in set of good-spenders | 
who remember nostalgically when 


' he played trombone and clowned in| one to the ‘dude ranch show.’ cas | 
Austin Wylie’s outfit at old Golden} Ramblers are a male quartet with| 


Pheasant before he joined Benny 


| Meroff’s unit. 


Going solo. Marshall shows he is a| 
corking all-around trouper whose | 
| volatile personality stuff gets clients 
|on his side quickly. As a mugger, | 
| his rubber-faced impersonations of | 
| everybody from Popeye to Paul 
| Revere are howlers’ in_ robust! 
mimicry. What gets them most is} 
his smart, vivid panto with a hat,! 
tied only by a rapid-fire travesty on} 
radio announcers in ‘Night in Day.’ | 
| Character of Joe Slobotsky, Polish | 


coal miner, is a fine piece of comedy | 


work revealing Marshall's real forte 


Should do more like it, but this| 
| clientele demands variety and keeps 
him going like a human dynamo for | 


nearly 20 minutes. 
Caryl Gould, 


high and fast. A little too nervous} routine. About the best stunt of the 
| and theatrical at first, but her voice! layout is some front-overs by the| 
has freshness as well as verve in} chorus. Abbott line was always long 
things like ‘Do I Love You.’ Ball-| on acrobatics and short on routine 
room duo of Herbert Taylors merely| beauty, and the current Abbott 


passable in hackneyed routines that | 
don’t miss one cliche, but moderate- | 
Henry Cincione’s dance- | 
able orch is holding the stand until! tion and rhythms. 


ly liked. 





| Swift 


very much photo- 
genic, gives ‘em a good eyeful and 
scheerful earful of pop ballads swung | 


in a smart-alec sort of way and the 


stunt is missed completely. Show 
displays corn from every angle. 
Gary Stone is m.c. and invites every 

Texas 


fair pipes and practically no show- 
manship. They sing standard tunes 
without much on the ball, being 
dressed in cowboy suits. Tenner and 
are rope spinners, one of 
whom is passably good while the 
other found it tough here to get by 
with even the most simple stunt. 
Valerie Thon is a graduate from 
the Abbott line. She’s now doing a 
dancing single, but unimpressively. 
While an attempt was made in the 
other turns to keep to 
ranch theme, the dance team of igor 


more adagio than ballroom. 
work hard and earnestly but lack 
distinction. Dick Barstow leads the 
| chorus line at the finish and handles 
himself well enough as a dancer. 
Particularly meek is the. current 
Merriel Abbott line ,with colorless 


chorus emphasizes that point. 

Don Francisco band is a fill-in 
specializing in tropical instrumenta- 
Gold. 





The pro-ASCAP music men, who are fingerpointing at BMI’s belief it 


can pick song hits written by amateurs, point to an amateur songwriting | 
Diamond, 
| Music Corps., tied in with True Confessions 
melody for the best lyric, the winner to get a standard royalty contract, | therefrom. 


| contest which the late Lou 


of Famous and Paramount 
Sam Coslow was to set the 


head 


the dude| 


and Poggi are announced as ‘guests.’ | 
They are a ballroom couple who are | 
They | 


flick, ‘Love Thy Neighbor.’ Thus 
jfar, the Harris judgment has been 
| vindicated, and he's had excellent 
turnouts on his string of 38 one- 
nighters, now better than half com- 
pleted. . 

Harris uses his band merely to fill 
in the holes while he’s drawing 
| breath, vocally fondling the mike for 
‘all, or most of every number. He 
\likes to slip in such pieces as ‘Man 
{Who Comes Around,’ to which he 
|adds near-dirty seasoning, and his 
‘manner in the warmer numbers sug- 
gests his stick shaking, considering 
the upturned faces of femmes near 
the rostrum, is improper usage of 
his time. Ruth Robin, the girl 
chirper, is okay, and Harris, in his 
continual gab, cheats the audience 
out of Earl Evans, who gets in only 
a couple of tunes. He can sing. 


| “9 
| The Benny cracks about Harris 
brass section aren’t dreamed, be- 
cause they really are heard. He has 


|three trombones, Ken Morgan, Irvin 
Verret, and Bill Fletcher, and three 
|trumpets, George Kennedy, Roy 
| Wager, and Ralph Dadisman. When 
unsmothered in respect to a vocal, 
they can bear down. Two pianos are 


Charles Bagby, and Skippy Ander- 
son; guitar, Frank Remley; drums, 
‘Sam Taylor; bass, Stan Fletcher: 


and the saxes, Jack Mitchell, Wayne 
Songer, Earl Evans, and Jack Echols. 

However corny in style and gen- 
eral packaging, Harris is wise in not 
departing from expectancy. He does 
j see to it that all arrangements are 
}easily danceable, but he overworks 
himself. Much better for him would 
| be vocals every third or fourth set, 
|} with Evans and the Robin girl giv- 
ing him a rest. He starts with a 
rostrum cluster in the early evening, 
| but fails to see it start thinning out 
jat the halfway mark and take cue 
He’s okay for the sitters, 


a guarantee of a Glenn Miller recording and a synchronization into a Para- | who just want to listen and watch. 
mount film subject (presumably a short). 
The contest now over, of the 39,000 submissions the eight judges finally |T@@ch out to everybody, and gets 


selected a lyric titled ‘This Is Our Last Night Together,’ by Mrs. Pauline | OV&" well enough. 


Bouchard, 93 Hearth avenue, Cohoes, N. Y., who has yet to be notified of 


| her win via a forthcoming True Co 
The essence of the contest is tha 


nfessions edition. 
t the general mediocrity of all 39,000 


| contributions made it almost impossible to pick anything approaching 
quality, and Coslow is now faced with the task of also whipping Mrs. | 


| Bouchards’ wordage into acceptable 
Columbia Records is currently su 


when one of its crews is working. 
read ‘Hear Us on Okeh Records’. 


ing outfits also. 


shape for publication. 





pplying bands on its new Okeh label 


with 18x12-inch pennants to be hung, one on each side of the bandstand, 


Pennants, made up in blue and white, 


Victor Records currently has a method of advertising with their record- 
For some time they’ve been supplying Victor bands with 


bass drum heads on which are painted its trademark. 


Strictly from the jobbers’ bulletin 





S, Sans single radio plug, Larry Spier, 


Points up to the 


cent 


Harris is a hard worker, tries to 
\ He's an ideal one- 
|night stander, giving a bit of music, 
| bit of show, and the chance to look 
upon one who is associated with 
| celebrity. Art. 





| CLARENCE PROFIT TRIO 
| Hotel Times Sq., N.Y. 
Clarence Profit swinging on 
| black-and-whites is not new, 
trio first came to attention at the 
| Village Vanguard in New York’s 
|Greenwich Village and ‘he is simi- 
‘larly putting a new basement grill- 
room at an 8th avenue hostelry, the 
| Hotel Times Square, on the map, be- 
cause the jive disciples are seeking 
;out that spot. It’s a nice air-condi- 


the 


His | 


| tioned room, very inexpensive, with | 
|drinks from 30c and never a cover | 


' 


or minimum, hence a great fall-in 
spot, More comfortable than the 52d 


better personality with endless vo- 
calizing of pops. Profit’s threesome 
is equally expert for the hoof, but 
particularly good for straight alli- 
gator appreciation. Having a WOR 
wire, the colored trio and the Har- 


lemesque Howard have become 
must-see spots for the music pub- 
lishers. Abel 


ISHAM JONES ORCHESTRA 
Terrace Grill, Hotel Muehlebach 
Kansas City, Mo. 

Band which the veteran leader and 
composer, Isham Jones, has under 
his baton currently was assembled 
last fall. It’s a group of youngish 
players who by this time form a 
well-knit organization, Jones has his 
crew styled for commercial dancing 
primarily, fitting nicely into such a 
spot as this. 

Present crew of 12 is long on brass 
and reeds, complying with the cur- 
rent trend to the Glenn Miller style. 


Leader plans to individualize his 
band with the addition of a fiddle 
trio shortly, and plans to use the 
strings prominently in all arrange- 
ments. While the violins may be 
overshadowed in ballrooms and 
larger halls, Jones figures them to fit 


ideally into the more intimate spots 
such as the Grill and is intending to 
specialize in this style of music. Ac- 
cording to the customers’ requests, 
jive is on the way out and patrons 
are seeking more and more the 
sweet tunes with a lilting rhythm. 
While his orch is heavily equipped 
in arrangements of this type at pres- 
ent the leader expects new string 
section to sweeten and smooth the 
output, 

Singing chores are handled by 
Connie Starr, a recent addition, and 
Warren Covington. Miss Starr joined 
troupe in Omaha where she vocalled 
via WOW. Does nicely by the 
rhythm type of song with a voice 
tending toward the Mildred Bailey 
style. Thus she handles ‘I Can’t 
Love You Anymore’ for better re- 
sults than ‘Star Dust.’ Gal has classy 
appearance in addition. Covington 


obliges in the baritone range on 
ballads. Likewise a more recent ad- 
dition to the band and a decided 
asset. 

Brass section lists Joe Curran, Ray 
Aspinal and Phil Marack on the 


trumpets with Covington sliding the 
trombone. In the reeds Bill Hitz, 
Len Hartzell, Russ Hartzeli and 
Robert Tretz toot saxes and double 
on clarinets and flutes. Ed Hamp 
strums bass, Lew Johnston taps 
drums, Sal Bellomo thumps piano, 
and Al Orient fingers piano. Jones 
takes an occasional at the keyboard, 
and concentrates on arranging 340d 
composing, currently plugging a new 
‘dream’ baliad. 

Following two weeks in the Grill, 
crew is skedded for a week on the 
stage of the Tower theatre. Quin. 
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De Marcos Open In S. F. After Renee’s 


Harrowing 





San Francisco, July 23. 

Renee DeMarco opens her air- 
plane-crash delayed engagement at 
ihe Palace hotel tonight (23), per 
schedule, despite injuries received 
when the chartered plane in which 
she was riding crashed in a field 
four miles from Salinas (14). 

Dancer went through harrowing 
experience, arriving blood-soaked at 
Mexican farm shack after dragging 
herself four miles across plowed 
fields. Her face streaming with 
plood from cuts, she and her pilot, 
also injured, were loaded into a 
jallopy by the startled rancher and 
hauled to Monterey hospital. 


| 


There | 


| 


| 
| 


she was found to have cut cheek 
and Jip, nose and eye requiring 
total of 11 stitches, left shoulder, | 


Jeg and foot also sustaining minor | 


hurts. Dancer also suffered concus- 
sion, although original fears of a 
broken nose were unfounded. 

Flying to charity benefit at De! 
Monte on behalf of Allied War Re- 
lief, specially hired plane piloted 
by E. R. Mahan, of Burbank, ran 
out of gas in the darkness. 

Tony DeMarco, not in plane, ap- 
peared at socialite shindig at mid- 
night, announcing postponement of 
act. Said later they'll do a special 
benefit performance at the Palace 
Aug 6. 

Team, engaged at $2,000 a week 
for two weeks, was skedded origi- 
nally to open last Tuesday (16), as 
part of Palace’s new big-name hypo. 
Dancer was transported from Monte- 
sey hospital to San Francisco Thurs- 
day (18). 

Physicians attending quoted to 
effect that she won‘t be permanently 
marked by experience. 


John Law Again 
Cracks Down On 





‘the board 





Plane Crash Experience 


99 44/100% Not Pure 





New Bedford, Mass., July 23. 
Stan Lee, Major Bowes’ scout, 
was in town last week. 
He o.0.d talent at New Bed- 
ford hotel roof. 











FLIPPEN QUITS 


AS AGVA PREZ 





Jay C. Fhppen has resigned the 
national presiden®y of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, his letter to 
Stating that his various 
commitments make it impossible for 
him to be active in that post. He 
suggested that somebody who could 
be more active be chosen, and the 
Monday (22) 
elected Dewey Barto ‘and Mann) to} 
the post, subject to confirmation by 
AGVA’s national board. 

Barto, who with his partner is ap- 


executive committee 


, pearing in the long-run ‘Hellz&pop- 
| pin’ at the Winter Garden on Broad- 


| tional 


way, has been very active in the 
union since its inception last sum- 
mer. He has been serving as 2 na- 
board member right along. 


‘Another member of the ‘Hellz’ cast 


also active in AGVA affairs is Hal 


! 





|in this district, has taken condensed 





| Sherman, also a member of the na- 


Blossom Heath, Det. 


Detroit, July 23. 
famed nitery on 
long closed 


Blossom Heath, 
Detroit's outskirts and 
because of jams with the law, con- 
tinues to head into trouble since its 
yeopening. 

Reopened 
came out 


this spring, the 
simultaneous with one 
of Michigan’s reform fevers. Re- 
sult was that on May 2, when it 
opened, state police barged in and 
found gambling equipment. This 
cost Blossom Heath its liquor li- 
cense—which had been denied in 
1938 and 1939. The place, presenting 
floor shows, presumed to continue 
along the old prohibition line of 
‘iote your own booze.’ 

lt was going along just dandy until 


spot 


stitute police paid a return call this 
week, broke down barred doors and 
iossed 60 of the clientele into jail. 
Apain they reported the seizure of 
roulette wheels, dice and card 
tables 

Police also claimed that the 
carry-your-own was a blind, con- 


fiscated 50 bottles of liquor, nabbed 
a bartender and added that its un- 
dercover men had made earlier buys 
of drinks. It looks like the black- 
out again for Blossom Heath. 


ARTHUR WIRTZ TAKES 
OVER ‘ICE VANITIES’ 


Chicago, July 23. 

Wirtz of the Stadium has 
laken over ‘Ice Vanities,’ which 
folded afier a single week of poor 
business at the Arena. In _ taking 
over the show, Wirtz is assuming 
50% of the money owed to the per- 
formers by Bill O’Brien, the ‘Ice¢ 
Vanities’ impresario, 

All acts in the ‘Vanities’ have been 
signatured to the Skating Booking 
Agency, which is controlled by Wirtz, 
with Wirtz guaranteeing the acts 12 
weeks work during each season On a 
six-year contract. 

Wirtz intends to 
either the ice show which will be 
produced at the New York Center 
theatre, or in the Sonja Henie road 
show, which has a minimum route of 
20 weeks for the coming season. 


Arthur 


use the acts in 





Danny Dare, director of ‘Meet the 
Feople,” is directing the new MCA 
show, ‘Mad in America,’ at the new 
Rancho San Pable nite spot in wide- 
open E] Cerrito, across San Fran- 
cisco bay. George Peachard and M. 
Kessler listed as operators of new 
enterprise. 


tional board. 
Flippen, who has been broadcast- 


games, was active only in the very 
early part of his term. He attended 
two or three 
ings and then skipped the rest. 

He states that his resignation was 
in no way prompted by the factional- 
ism and unrest that has become evi- 
dent in the N. Y-. local in the past} 
month or so. | 


Keliy, of AGVA Philly | 


Local, Denies He’s Alien 


Philadelphia, July 23. 

Thomas E. Kelly, business agent 
for the Philly unit of the American 
Guild of Variety Artists, last week 
issued a denial of published reports 
that he was an alien. He stated that 
he was born in Philadelphia and said 
he had a birth certificate to prove it. 

The executive board of the local 
held a special meeting two weeks 
ago at which the alien question was 
discussed. A preliminery vote was 


taken to oust Kelly. Shortly after- 
ward Kelly arrived with papers to 
prove his citizenship. At first it was 


reported that the documents were 
his first naturalization papers. Kelly 


said they were his birth certificate 


The ouster vote was rescinded 
late! Kelly declared that the im- 
pression he was an alien staried 
when it was learned that he had 


worked as a performer in England 
and Australia in his youth. 


Meanwhile the exec board decided 


to postpone its campaign to sign 
closed shop contracts with night 
spots until the fall, when business 
picks uf 


‘Icecapades’ to Open 
Pitt’s Ice Season 
Pittsburgh, July 23. 

local sports arena owned 
and operated by John H,. Harris 
Pittsburgh theatre circuit head, will 
launch its ice show season in Novem- 
ber with ‘Icecapades, yink revue 
produced by Arena Managers Assn 
and slated for engagements at more 


Gardens, 


than half dozen spots represented 
in organization. Arena Managers 
also going after flock of outside 


bookings. 

In addition, Gardens has ‘Ice Fol- 
lies, biggest money-maker of 
son here last year, and Sonja Henie 
show bocked for return runs. Jerry 
Mayhall, loca] musician, composer 
and pianist, left town couple of 
weeks age to become musical direc- 
tor for ‘Ieecapades,’ now in Atlantic 
City. 


Hollywood's newest ballroom-cafe, 
the Palladium, on Sunset boulevard 
near Vine street, set for opening Oct. 


15. Spot will usé only name bands.’ ganizations. 


, bush, Brooklyn, 
| having no trouble with the Stage | 


ing the N. Y. Yankee home baseball | hands there. 


national board meet- | the men who shall handle the show, 
|plus other conditions. 


‘MPLS. NITERIES SHOW 


“Wheeling, W. Va. stand Members of AGVA N.Y. Board 


Pittsburgh, July 23. 
With Stanley, WB deluxer here, 
closed to stage shows for the sum- 
er, Harry Kalmine, zone manager 


version ef George White ‘Scandals’ 
for his Capitol in nearby Wheeling, 
W. Va. Unit goes in there for three 
days, Aug. 6-8. Arrangements for 
booking were made recently between 
Kalmine and Tom Bodkin, White's Turbulence within 
company manager, when latter flew*tthe New York local of the American 
here from Milwaukee for funeral of |Guild of Variety Artists nas at least 





his brother. Local agent Joe Hiller | temporarily ended with the resig- 
handled the deal at this end. /nations Friday (19) in a body of 

Swell showing so far of Stanley |seven of the 20 members. Those 
with straight pix leaves dates for|leaving include Dave Fox, pres-| 


resumption of flesh at deluxe spot | ident of the N. Y. loca!, who is also 
pretty vague. Originally announced quitting that elective post 
to get back on combo policy Sept. 1,j It had been suggested that the 
it may possibly be a month later | entire local board and al! local offi- 
than that now. Although Stanley’s cers resign, or submit to a ‘recall’ 
out, WB booking a lot of flesh in| vote by the membership, for the 
suburban houses, with Maurice | sake of harmony, but thus far the 
Spitalny’s band and show latest to | remaining faction has made no such 
play those spots on _ one-night! move. 


junkets. Besides Fox, those who have sent 


in their resignations include Billy 
'Glason, Fred Pisano, Dick Barclay, 
BRANDTS BURN Ben Haskell, Don DeLeo, Arthur 


Ward. Fox and Glason, however, 
Due to what he terms arbitrary 














are retaining their membership on 
| the national board. 

An eighth member of the local 
| board, Rod Rogers, is also expected 
to join the faction that has already 
walked out, but up to yesterday 
(Tuesday) had not officially in- 
formed the union. This group is the 
one that has been accusing several 
board members, officials and office 
low travelers or sympathizers. They 

demands and intertesence by the | have also been in strong opposition 
New York stage hands union, Local | to. he peegerar clement ae 
No. 1, William Brandt states that it | POrtant Positions with the union, in- 
is very possible the Windsor in the ! eueeng | Mart Madeock, execeyve 
Bronx, N. Y., will not return to stage brengyent | of the Maton, Kon corals 
semen thin Goh. | oe and Graham Dolan, executive 
Seen wih ab bach tate hb Bek. | Secretaries pro tem in Los Angeles 
aaieer.: Samia ,and Chicago, respectively, and some 
’ of the organizers. 

Problem in the Bronx tien Three of the resigning seven 
largely to dictation by No. 1 as to board members, Dick Barclay, Ben 
Haskell and Fred Pisano, subinitted 
|a signed statement explaining their 

ee Se 2 ‘reasons for doing so. It reads: 

| ‘In view of the article in 
| Variety issue of July 17 sug- 
| gesting the two factions in 
| AGVA should try for peace and 
harmony in AGVA, for the sake 
|! Of making it a strong actor's 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


INCREASED ACTIVITY 


workers of being Communists, fel- 
Trio’s Statement 
union, we decided to set our dif- 


Minneapolis, July 23. ferences aside with the opposing 


; — oe activities seem- faction and try to accomplish 
ingly are picking Up. some good for AGVA in our 
; ° . . , ur 

‘St. Regis Bustles,’ first ice show a 


board meetings. 
‘With this thought in mind. on 
Thursday, July 18, we attended 


ever to be presented at a nitery here, 
opened at the town’s swankiest spot, 
the Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Ter- 


our regular weekly meeting of 
race, last week. It stars Dorothy the board. Again the obstruc- 
Lewis and features Jack and Bob | tionist tactics of the subversive 
Heasley, Harriette Haddon, Bernice | element was at work. The main 
Stewart, Norah Gale and Lucille} object of their actions seemed to 
LeMarr. George Barton, Jr., and his| to be to retard progress, cause 
Chicagoans orchestra are playing the| dissension and keep the board 
the show. Minimum has been upped from disposing of it’s duties: 
from $1 to $1.50 for week-days and | which is in strict accordance 
from $1.50 to $2 on Saturdays. with the Communist Party lire 


Freddie Fisher's Schnickelfritzers 


to create chaos and havoc in in- 
are playing an extended engagement | 


dustry and labor ranks. 


at the Happy Hour club. Lawrence | “We are accused of hiding be- 
Welk came into Excelsior Amuse-| hind the guise of patriotism be- 
ment Park this week for a one- cause we cannot have our wavy. 
nighter Yet, at a recent joint National 

— F and Local board meeting Hal 


Sherman made a motion that the 
American Guild of Variety Ar- 
tistes go on record as being op- 
posed to 
and 


Brian McDonald Back = 
In Niteries, M.C. in Pitt 


Naziism 
Instantly a 


Communism, 


Fascism furor 


was raised by this self-same ele- 
Pittsburgh, July 23. ment in a body who definitely 
Brizgn McDonald, former musical opposed AGVA taking such a 
comedy juve and m.c., back in night stand, thereby killing the motion. 
club harness again after an absence Difficulty Getting Flag 
of five years. He’s opened an en- ‘Since its inception the AGVA 
gagemtnt here at the Yacht Club, | office has not had an American 
replacing Jackie Heller while latter Flag. Six weeks ago we put 
is away on a theatre tour. Heller’s through a motion to buy one and 
a fixture at the spot, jointly owned display it in a prominent place 
y his brother, Sol Heller, and Nick in our reception room. When 
Andolina Fred Pisano, a board member, 
McDonald's last cafe date was at went to hang a borrowed flag. 
the Jefferson Hotel in St. Louis in one of the CIO. office staff said, 
1935. Since then, he’s been jin radio ‘Why do you want to spoil the 
almost exclusively as the Major wall?’ To which he replied he 
Bowes of Wilken’s weekly amateu never knew of the American 
hour on WJAS, which celebrated Flag spoiling anything, any- 
fifth consecutive vear on air last where, anytime The flag now 
week. In interim, however, Mc- hanging in the office was not 
Donald has played a few theatre; bought by union funds. but 
dates, a couple at deluxe Stanley; loaned by Arthur Shields. or- 
|here and some with amateur radio| ganizer who was fired and re- 
units in suburban houses. | mains fired contrary to the rule 


sea- | 


| 


| York, 


| where he 
lwariety agents’ groups into a national 


| 
| 


BOB BRODER BACK IN WY. 


I. Robert Broder, counsel! for the 
Artists Representatives Assn. in New 
returned yesterday from a trip 

Angeles, Frisco and Chicago, 
made an effort to tie-in 


of a majority of the board to re- 
instate him since the records 
prove him totally competent and 
100° American. To date regard- 
less of our motion a flag still has 
not been purchased. 

‘We realize it is an awful thing 
to put the stigma of Communism 
on anyone; but since we can only 
judge people by their 
and their affiliations this is the 
only conclusion we can come to. 

‘We, therefore. after due de- 


to Los 


setup. actions 
Matter is still under advisement by 


the councils of the various 10‘, or- 


the board of 


|who already have quit. 


Resign in Body for ‘Harmony’, But 
Opposing Faction Remains As Is 


liberation and_ consideration, 
have decided to follow your sug- 
gestion ‘that botn siaes can end 
; the battle by leaving the battle- 
| field,’ and have this day resigned 
from the New York Local Board. 
' Having the welfare of AGVA at 
| heart we tendered our resigna- 
tions and demand the subversive 
| element to do likewise. We also 
| ask the AAAA, if they want 
AGVA to prosper, to give the 
actor the American Guild of 
| Variety Artistes, run by Ameri- 
| can actors for American actors.’ 


| An executive committee from the 
N. Y. local will probably soon elect 
‘replacements on the board for those 
Besides 
| Rodgers, those remaining are Charles 
| Arno, Charles Honi Coles, Joy Dixon, 
_Thelma Flowers, Jack Guilford, 
| Jack Hilliard, Elton Rich, Sam Kra- 
|mer, Michael Lewis, Helen Sanford, 
| Pete Wells and Hazel Scott. 
| The board in its entirety was 
| warned at its meeting last Thursday 
(18) by Henry Jaffee, union’s coun- 
sel, that unless the intense faction- 
,alism stopped the union’s national 
,board would have to declare an 
| ‘emergency’ and take over the gov- 
; erning of the N. Y. local as well. He 
| chided the opposing board members 
| for undermining the union by their 
| bickerings. 


| 


Chi Resignations 


Chicago, July 23. 
| Chicago local board of AGVA last 
| week okayed a resolution giving a 


_| vote of confidence to Graham Dolan, 


‘executive secretary, but most of the 
lofficers of the AGVA local are 
| readying to quit their posts, 

Among those who are understood 
| to have handed in their resignations 
i are president Jack Irving, first v. p. 
| Willie Shore, recording secretary 
| Chuck Wilson, and treasurer Vincent 

Gottschalk. 


‘St. Louis Cavalcade’ 
For Town’s Firemen 


St. Louis, July 23. 

The William Morris Agency, New 
| York, has inked a contract to pro- 
duce ‘St. Louis Cavalcade,’ a combo 
circus, rodeo, carnival, revue and 
| wild west show, Sept. 16-29 in the 
$7,000,000 Municipal Auditorium. 
Net profits will be turned over to 
the St. Louis Pension and Charities 
Assn., Inc., and added to the sinking 
fund for firemen’s pensions. For- 
merly the fire laddies got a cut 
from an annual Horse Show, but 
when Mayor Bernard F. Dickmann 
and execs of the horse show fell out 
over a policy procedure, the firemen 
also withdrew. 

Last year city employes 
pated in a home-town produced mu- 
sical revue and while it gathered a 
bundle of kopeecs for the cause it 
was thought better results could be 
obtained with names from stage, 
screen and radio. James FE. Darst, 
manager of the auditorium, opened 
huddies with the Morris office sev- 
eral weeks ago. More than 300 en- 
tertainers from New York €x- 
pected to participate in the show. 

Fanchon & Marco produced one 
lof the firemen’s shows, staging a 
circus in the Auditorium a couple of 
years ago. 


FAREWELL DINNER 
TO CHAS. FREEMAN 


A farewell] dinner 
Charles J. Freeman at the 
hotel, New York, last night ‘(Tues- 
day) by around 60 friends. Jay C-. 
Flippen was toastmaster and speak- 
ers included Bob O’Donnell, general 
manager of the Interstate Circuit; 
Joseph Vogel, v.p. of Loew’s, and 
Bob Weitman, managing director of 
the Paramount theatre on Broadway. 

Freeman, who wes booking man- 
ager of RKO, Interstate booker for 
years, then with Paramount and last 
as general manager of Consolidated 
Radio Artists, leaves around Aug. 1 
to take up his new duties as film 
booker for the Interstate theatres. 
He'll work out of Dallas. 

Boys gave him a wrist watch as a 
parting gift. 


partici- 


are 


was tossed to 
Astor 


a seo 


ta ik II 
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Sellers once more handling the 
organ for audience accompaniment. 
This was once a great house for the 


STATE, N. Y. 





| EARLE, WASH. 


Russ Morgan’s orch (18), with, community yodeling and it might! Washington, July 20. 
The Paulens (2), Jimmy Lewis, again be sparked. Verne Buck) 4;+ Brown, Cherie & Tomasita, 
Carol Kaye, Paul Roberts; Ethel) orchestra plays accompaniment for Oxford Boys, Colstons, Jackie Heller, 
Shutta, George Beatty, Neiss Troupe the three acts before Tomlin’s band | 16 Rhythm’ Rockets; ‘Our Town’ 
(4), Ruby Zwerling’s pit orch; ‘Edi- | arrives, and Buck, as always, does (UA). 

his m.c. duties with manners. Pane ee 


son, the Man’ (M-G). 


Business was all right at the first 
show on Friday (19). Gold. 


TOWER, K. C. 


State’s current layout is nicely 
balanced but lacks punch, which 
puts a nice lineup of talent in the 
strictly average show class. At the 
last show opening night it appeared 
as though the heat was having its 


House has worked up a big and 
varied revue this week, only ob- 


its clashing with the mood of film. 
‘Our Town’ is getting heavy class 


trade, and vaude is aimed directly at 
the jitterbugs. Those who go 





Kansas City, July 20, 

Isham Jones’ Orch., with Warren | 

Covington, Connie Starr; Sid Whit- 

ttes, Billie Lee, Glamour Girls line, 

Lester Harding; ‘Lucky Cisco Kid’ 
(20th), 


effect on the players, the show 
moving with marked deliberation. — 

Slowest portion is Russ Morgan's 
session, taking up more than half of 
the show on the nether end. Morgan 


unquestionably has one of the ‘ : 
better crews, but the maestro 1s Isham Jones’ crew is set up on the 
either trying to be a comic OF moe stave this week, and entire 


else forgot the rule of brevity at the 
show caught. His introes were being 
stretched, especially that winded an- 
nouncement on ‘music in the Morgan 
manner, and there were no laughs 
when he fished for them. 

Musically, however, it’s a far 
different story. There are 17 men in 
the band, plus Morgan’s own wailing 
trombone, and they handle an ar- 
rangement so that the melody is 


show is practically left to the orch. 
Stage time is kept down to 41 min- 
utes to give the show pepper, but 
comes out only in spots. 

While heavy play is laid upon 
Jones’ reputation for composing sen- 
timental ballads, orch numbers are 
executed in strict jive for an odd 
contrast to the tenure of show ex- 
pected from this maestro. Crew of- 
|fers ‘Every Tub’ at opening, ‘Love 


clear and recognizable. It's sweet| Me or Leave Me’ midway, and a_ 
most of the time, the three fiddles swing version of ‘Volga Boatman’ at 
‘rare in bands nowadays) making | closing. 


Only music not in swing tempo is 
vocalling of ‘Fools Rush In’ by 
ren Covington, trombonist, who gets 


themselves felt. Apparently they 
can also swing with any of ‘em, as 
attested to by their delivery of | 
‘Johnson Rag’ towards the finale and 
which undoubtedly woke up any of 
the sleepers in the audience. 

Where Morgan can stand improve- 
ment is in his. specialties. The 


weeds Round My Heart’ (com- 
posed by a local boy) and ‘My My’ 
by Connie Starr, also a Jones mem- 
ber. Girl gets over with ‘My My,’ 
aulens are a mixed ballroom team, | which is suitable to her rhythm 
ey prt the girl is a looker, the style, but misses on “‘Tangleweeds.’ 
boy is dancing as though his muscles | Outstanding contribution to the 
are hobbled. Their dancing, as a re- show is the baritoning of a trio of 
sult, doesn’t lend much to the band’s | 


‘Blue Danube Waltz.’ Another weak ing, resident m.c 


Opening on ‘Make 
| Believe,’ 


- is Paul Roberts, bass ] Harding carries over to 
emis is primarily due to his | Why Do I Love You’ and rings out 
sone in walking to and from! his full volume on ‘Old Man River’ 


| for a smash climax toward closing. 
| Called on for an unexpected en- 
core he obliges with ‘Imagination’ 
and by Saturday it was regularly re- 
quired part of show. 

Jones gets in a good spurt mid- 
show at the piano, thumping out a 
| string of his own easily recognized 
| cOmpostions, from ‘I'll See You in 


the mike, also his lazy manner, 
rather than his tenor vice. Band 
includes two other vocalists, Carol 
Kaye, who suffers from comparison | 
with Ethel Shutta on the same show, | 
and Jimmy Lewis, who doubles from 
the guitar. Morgan also does some 
singing, notably ‘Small Fry, and 
kay. ; 
Picst half of the show sticks to 
formula. Opening is the Neiss Troupe 
(New Acts), aerialists, and in the 
subsequent slots are two standard 
singles, first Miss Shutta and then 
George Beatty. —_ E 
While Miss Shutta’s singing 1s 
more of the character type, she 
might drop that corney recitation in 
‘My Son.’ Otherwise she gets the 
number over extremely well, along 
with her opening ‘Six Lessons from | 
Mme. LaZonga,’ ‘Darn Clever These 
Chinese’ and, as an encore, a parody 
on ‘The Lady’s in Love.’ i fingers to ‘Johnson Rag.’ 
Beatty hasn’t changed his act We 
much through the years, but still 
manages to get a pretty good share GOLDEN GATE S. Fr. 
of ltaughs. He’s plenty stage-wise ’ 
San Francisco, July 17. 


and gradually breaks down the audi- 
Fred Sanborn, Rex Weber, White 


; and ‘Spain’ and winding with ‘I 

| Knew You When You Were Just a 
| Dream’ the newest, with Covington 
Singing the chorus. Leader delivers 
a dozen or more of the two score of 
tunes he has popularized. 


bers, first a precision kick, and near 
closing a contortion bit, both as in- 
troductions for Billie Lee, an ama- 
teur night winner adept at acrobatic 
contortions. 
winner, provides the novelty of the 
| show snapping and 


Quin. 





ence to climax with the familiar 
drunken sailor-tatooed lady special. 


Show is running 66 minutes and | and Manning, Don Hooten, Mauser 
could be cut. Business was fair Bros, Rebecca Austria, Charles 
opening night, the heat having some | Kaley’s orch, Peggy O'Neill Line;| 


effect on the gate. Scho. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, July 20. 
Ambassadorettes (4), Ming & Toy, 
Mirth & Mack, Pinky Tomlin Orch 


| The band goes back on the stage 
| this session for what's billed as ‘15th 
| Jubilee’ week. Acts are okay, but 


aped here, isn’t vaude. 
-Top-lined is Fred Sanborn with 
his established xylophone clowning, 


: i . rne : : 
(14) with weeny — genes soundless conversation and_ swish} 
Bu . = v Alcatves’ (Col) get-up—a solid act in any language. 
Sellers; ‘Passport oe C - \ *, Proof too that talent can repeat is 
al Rex Weber, singing ventriloquist, 


Three acts followed by a band add 
up to a sufficiently entertaining bill 
of fare. but the general tone is not 
sufficient to mean any genuine box 
office activity. The show and pic- 


featured two weeks ago. He’s back 
with the same material plus one or 
two added bits, but lands for terriffic 
reception—only act at performance 


ture are just another bill and the they weren’t satisfied 
money currently will be just an Opening are the Mauser Brothers 
average session, and such an aP- hand-to-hand and head-to-head bal- 
proach to show business is NOt 4ncers, skillful but routine until they 
enough these days. z get into their finale, which won them 
Three acts are good, with the beaucoup applause. Balanced skull- 
Ambassadorette girls registering In) 4) skull, topper bends in middle to 
mity _ fashion on their excellent place feet against side of proscenium | 
tumbling work. Girls have some wajking down the wall while the un- 


real stunts, particularly on cleanly 
executed frontovers. In addition 
have a flock of Arabian tumbling 
tricks and put all of them over well. 
Ming and Toy are nice looking man 
and woman Chinese musical turn. 
the man trying some lingo comedy 
and managing a good accordion Deucer is Don Hooten, tap, baton- 
solo, while the girl makes a bang-up twirling, ropes, very mild. Used 
appearance and sells her three vocal gourescent. lasso for closing flash 
numbers smartly. Mirth and Mack regular acts is “terping 
have some dancing to open and close pbuffoonery of White and Manning. 
and some impersonations sandwiched | Ga! really tosses herself about and 
in between, and turn out their best Jad carries off phony adagio misses, 
results with a Harpo and Groucho e¢te.. for good returns, but despite 
Marx routine which get laughs. obvious talent act seems loose and 
Tomlin’s orchestra is good without confused. For closing here, 
being outstanding. They play 4 half borrows handkerchief and burns 
round of pop tunes and even have a_ hole in it, reverse-English magic gag 
ragtime quintet for a good little ses-| which has no connection with bal- 
sion. Woody Wilson is a vocalist ance of act, although it ties in with 
wiro goes in for ballads and sweet) hoke magic of Fred Sanborn who 
tunes for the femmes, while Tomlin follows. 
scores the best of the lot on his, Special is Rebecca Austria, tiny 
own with his homey warbling. He, Filippino youngster who won radio 
has a satisfactory corny personality | amateur contest conducted by Dean 
aud delivery for this mob and they’ Maddox on KFRC. She does tricky 
went for his down-home patter and | fingering on piano and clicks. 
fyrics. He keeps insisting that he’s; Peggy O’Neill’s girls are on only 
just a country boy and made the; twice, opening with tennis number 
customers feel right happy and at/ which means nothing and closing 
home. | with Vienna Waltz session in stream- 
Oriental has revived the old audi-| lined bustles of pastel hues which 
euce singing sessions, with Preston; rate bows, os«s5.. .' Wern. 
Tite onenec rere rr Prrrerenenureny) “(fr Pleee Daa 


derstander gets to his knees. When 
both are flat on stage, they reverse, 
top man walking back up side of 


again. Boys are fresh, youthful and 


neatly costumed in green and white 
sports garb. 


Completing 





ar- | 


it off well, and singing of ‘Tangle-| 


‘Showboat’ melodies by Lester Hard- | 


Line girls give out in two num-| 


Sid Wittles also an am} 


clacking his} 


‘Tom Brown’s School Days’ (RKO).} 


worn-out Fanchon & Marco pattern) 


caught which had to beg off and then | 


theatre until he is balanced topside | 


male | 


for pic are annoyed at footlight 
' doings and those who revel in the 
' pop slapstick and rhythm under the 
spotlight are bored by pic. It may 
make for wider marquee appeal, but 
it leaves the customers in a situation 
| where they can’t win. 
Art Brown, local 


radio organist 


and chatterer, opens show again this | 


| week with his community sing stunt, 


{ : > 
doing nicely by the patter, turning) 


the house lights down so folks can 
| ‘hold hands’ during ‘Just a Dream of 
| You Dear,’ getting laughs via trick 
| lyrics to ‘Little Gypsy Tea Ioom’ and 
| catching current political interest 
| with ‘Happy Days Are Here Again. 
Show opens with pit band on stage 
|and entire company lined up to 
warble rhythmic introduction of 


jection, as noted by several critics is | 


(four of the musicians essaying hill- 
| billy roles. 
| The first of 
Lucienne and Ashour, ‘ 
striking Agache dance embellished 


the outside 


with numerous original and differ- | 


ent touches. During its course the 
;woman handles her male partner 
plenty rough and both are tossed 
about with considerable abandon. 


ucts, 
provides a, 


A glee club number has the musi- | 


cians in front of the footlights sing- 


ing ‘Breezing Along With Breese.’ 
The audience likes it. Then there 3 
a corking band arrangement of 


‘Tennessee Fish Fry,’ featuring Skip 
Moore’s comedy warbling and trom- 
boning. ; 

Dean Murphy returns with his 
skilfully done impressions. He Is at 
his best again in the F. D. Roosevelt 
takeoff. Murphy is so expert in his 
mimicry that it seems unnecessary 
| for him to drag in occasional bluishly 
tinged material. 

The band comes up with another 


intriguing arrangement, this. time 
‘Come to the Fair,’ before Gertrude 
Niesen whams ’em with her hot, 


| 


ithroaty renditions of such numbers | 


as ‘Say, Si Si’ and ‘When a Gypsy 
Makes His Violin Cry.’ She finishes 
with a novel impression of ‘Oh 
Johnny.’ 

House well-filled at the last show 
on opening day (Friday). Rees. 


| Jackie Heller, who bounces out for) 


m.c. chore. Kid still fumbles occa- 
| sionally for words, overworking 
‘very delightful’ a bit, but his verve 
and bounce keep things going along 
| at a fast clip. 
| Gals tear off a fast kick ‘'n’ tap 
| routine and melt off as Cherie and 
| Tomasita, sister act, in white paja- 
| mas and red ostrich fans, take over 
acrobatic hoofing, 
|! adagio and strong-arm biz. Pair 
| could be smoother, but variety of 
stuff and fact that it’s usually done 
| by a mixed team, gets ‘em off okay. 
! Three Oxford Boys, plus guitar, fol- 

low with vocal imitations of Busse, 
| Kyser, Waring. Heidt,-Wayne King 
and Clyde McCoy bands, accented by 

interludes of Kate Smith, Bing 

Crosby, Vallee. Lomardo trio, Gene 

Autry and Bonnie’ Baker. Act 

builds steadily and Heller keeps the 

applause going through three bows 
and a legitimate speech. 
| Pit maestro Sam Jack Kaufman 
| takes mike to announce band will do 


| for mixture of 


| My Dreams’ through ‘On the Alamo’! new arrangement of ‘Smoke Gets in| ‘ ‘ 
| Fast opening by line of 16, smothly 


Your Eyes’ in manner of Strauss, 
Ravel and Tschaikovsy, latter’s ‘1812 


HIPP, BALTO. 


Baltimore, July 21. 
‘Baltimore Stardust Revue’ with 

George Akers, Diane Purnell, Ellert 

Sisters (2), Beverly Ann Welsh, 


| Ginger Dulo, Happy Johnny & Gang 


| Overture’ again permitting a slam-| 


| bang finish. Heller introduces 
| Colstons as ‘two kids I worked with 
| back in my Benny Davis days.’ Cute 

young couple appear in tails and 


| evening gown apparantly for ball-| 


room routine, but go immediately 
into burlesque. Rapid succession of 
smart trick lifts, plus bends, twirls 
| and somersaults, is used on top of 
| comedy mood and carries them to 
increasingly hefty applause. Heller 


gets the closing spot for his vocaliz- | 


ing of ‘I Can’t Help loving You,’ 


‘Fools Rush In.” ‘Woodpecker Song’ | 


‘T'll Never Smile 
and ‘I'm 


swing element 


|} and medley of 
Again,’ ‘Sierra Sue’ 
body’s Baby.’ The 

| thunders its approval. 
| sylvania 6-5000,." with clever vocal 
| breaks by the band for solid finale. 
Biz oke at show caught. Craig. 

een hates. 

| 

ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, July 20. 

| Lou Breese Orch (15), with Barry 
| Warner, Lucienne & Ashour, Dean 
| Murphy, Gertrude Niesen; ‘Turn- 
about’ (UA). 

This is the first stage fare town 
| has had in several months and it’s a 
; dandy layout. Each of the three 
|acts is of show-stopping proportions 
j}and the Leu’ Breese orchestra, 
|}around which the entertainment re- 
volves, more than holds its own in 
| this fast company. As a matter of 
| fact, the Breese boys (the erstwhile 
| Henry Busse outfit), providing a 
goodly measure of the entertain- 
ment, and doing it superbly, rate 
| with the many top name swing and 
novelty bands which have appeared 
here during the past several seasons. 





|For a name the show has Gertrude | 


| Niesen in addition to Breese, a 
| favorite because of his long associa- 
ition with Minneapolis theatres. 


Since his last lengthy Minnesota 
theatre engagement, Breese has 
|played several theatre and nitery 


|} engagements here, but he never be-! 


fore has brought a band comparable 
jto this one. It’s a hot swing and 
}novelty band, runs almost entirely | 


| to brass and includes in its personnel 
|several ouistanding performers, not- 
jably Mel Winters, the pianist: Bill 


| Haley, who blows a hot trumpet, and | 


| Skip Moore, a comedy singing trom- 
bonist. Breese himself takes brief 
| whirls at the trumpet and banjo and 
is a smooth m.c. The musical ar- 
rangements are splendid and the 
numbers have been wisely chosen. 
A Breese orchestra always plays a 
show adeptly and this one is no 
exception. The lively routine moves 
fast from Start to finish, orchestra 
numbers as well as acts having the 
snap that spells audience appeal. 
‘Swamp Fire’ is a torrid opener for 
the band, paving the way for some 
neat vocalizing by a personable 
young tenor, Barry Warner, 
In” Then 


comes a band comedy 





the | 


No- | 


Line returns | 
| for fast precision hoofing to ‘Penn- | 


who | : sane : 
scores particularly with ‘Fools Rush | 4" doors in a precipitous exit. 


(5), Louis Hawkins, Dancing Rock- 
ettes (16), Phil Lampkin and House 


Orch (14); ‘Tom Brown's School 
Days’ (RKO). 

‘ a 

Sixth semi-annual local talent 


revue staged in tieup with the Bal- 
timore News-Post by Ted Routson, 
of the Hipp staff, with number by 
John ‘Rev’ Lonergan, brought in for 
the stint, is smoothest and best play- 
ing edition of the series. Placing 
Phil Lampkin and his house orch on 
stage, and employing his line and in- 
terpolated acts in front of the band, 
Routson manages to give an unor- 
thodox twist to this type of doings 
and accomplishes a highly entertain- 
ing and swiftly paced result. 


trained in_ self-introducing donce 
routine to specially written lyric, is 
touched off by George Akers, better 
when he’s singing than as an m.c., 
and is followed nicely by high kick 
routine from Diane Purnell. She 
sets matters for sock hand balancing 
stint by the Ellert Sisters, aged six 
and four, respectively. Tots go 
through a highly accomplished series 
of lifts that would prove a sensation 
anywhere. Rivg the ball in re- 
sounding style very early in the lay- 
out. 

Akers essays a series of vocals to 
follow, giving out with ‘Donkey 
Serenade,’ ‘Begin the Beguine’ and 
‘Fools Rush In,’ all nicely delivered 
in highly legit style. Lad has con- 
siderable vocal equipment. Another 
moppet, Beverly Ann Welsh, scores 
next wtih effective work on a set of 
drums and traps, followed by socky 
| marimbaphone _ selections. Local 
juve has been around, having sup- 


plied a bit in a Universal film last 
year. 

Well trained line follows with 
clever picture number in_ pastel 


tinted flowing gowns, highlighted by 
good lighting, just right for stint 
of Ginger Dulo, next. Singing come 
dienne has also started to reach out 
and effect of her experience is highly 
notable in current task. Of good 
appearance and possessed of consid- 
erable assurance, she essays a fast 
opening followed by specially writ- 
ten bit of material titled ‘My Caval- 
cade,’ a melange of parodies tracing 
her development as an actress from 
early beginnings hereabout. En- 
| cores with okay imitation of Martha 
| Raye and a begoff. 


Happy Johnny and his gang, quin- 
tette of lads utilizing their own ac- 
companiment of two guitars, ac- 
cordian and bull fiddle to whack out 
well delivered vocais, are from 
WBAL here. Have’ considerable 
style and sell ‘Everybody Jam,’ ‘The 
Singing Hills,” ‘Phantom’ and, for 
well-earned encore, a comedy ver- 


sion of ‘Ma He’s Makin’ Eyes At 
Me.’ 
Lewis Hawkins, colored tapster, 
works fast and solidly in two 
routines which serves to set the 


patriotic finale next. Smartly com- 
bined by Lonergan into a ‘climax 
creating finish, number utilizes com- 
| plete company for dance formations 
| and picture setting ensemble which 
| Sumulates a highly audible and 
legitimately earned series of cur- 


| tains. 

| Good musical support by Phil 
| Lampkin and his house crew. At- 
| tendance, when caught, entirely 
okay. Burm. 





Bomb Misses 


St. Louis, July 23. 
A pineapple tossed from a speed- 
ing auto at the Paramount Club at 
Nashville, Ill, near here, last week 
| created a mild panic among cus- 
| tomers who dived through windows 


The bomb, wrapped in a newspa- 


contribution, “Biding My Time,’ with! per, damaged two autos. 


se ee eres eeseenes 


| pieces 


ee 


. 4 


Slim & Slam, Three Sparks, Tops 
Miller, John Mason, Evelyn Charto,; 


APOLLO, N. 


ton; ‘Man About Town’ (Par). ‘ 
In the heart of the dusky belt, shi, 
combination grind gives the + D 


billing current!y to Rochester ( Fddia 
Anderson) but he’s not here in per. 
son, Management explains the bil|- 
ing by indicating that ‘Man About 
Tow’ is Rochester's picture. A guy 
by the name of Jack Benny is also in, 
it. Film is more than a year old 
but since it was made Rochester hs 
become much hotter as a marquce 
attraction and that especially holds 
true up in Harlem, 


Stage show is along conventional 
lines. They are all staged about the 
same, with a white act usually 
booked in each week. Ordinarily 
these acts are rather good. Tops 
currently, however, is Slim and 
Slam’s clever little swing outfit. 
billed as the Flat Foot Fleogie band 

Getting very unique effects, the 
combination consists of only six men 
(colored), with Slim and Slam on a 
bass fiddle and guitar. The other 
are piano, drums, clarinet 
and trumpet. Swing dealt out by 
the little band is far more listenable 
than from some of the other hot out- 
fits played up here. This is the sec- 
ond time Slim and Slam have played 


the Apollo (last time without a 
band), and very possibly they 
mean something at the b.o. Friday 


night (19) the heat was away up and 
the house isn’t air-cooled, but a 
pretty good audience was on hand 
Closing the show, Slim and Slam 
at first work as a double, singing the 
numbers they play. They are 
worked into a production number 


| with the girls, also, before going on 


| 


| 


| 





| at tumbling burlesque. 


with their six-piece orchestra. There 
is also a trumpet solo farther up 
ahead. 

Evelyn Charleston, in a dance bit 
that passes, and John Mason, show's 
comedian, are worked into ‘adoption 
day’ number with the girl. Taps 
Miller, following in one, scores 
nicely in a fast routine, but the pro- 
duction sequence on top of that 
around ‘12 Sides of Life,’ with the 
line girls, is much too long and the 
vocalistics not so hot. 


The Three Sparks, white, work in- 


tails. This is an excellent tap trio 
and one of the best ofay turns seen 


here of late. A _ shell game gag 
figures as the burlesque-type comedy 
sequence, with Mason and super- 
numeraries. Slim and Slam fol- 
low this, winding up the show 
strongly. Char 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, July 19 

Sammy Kaye Orch (13) with 
Tommy Ryan, Three Kadets, Chris 
Cross, Dancing Debs, Three Nouw- 
chalants; ‘Love, Honor and Oh Baby’ 
(U). 

Here’s an attractive layout with 
Sammy Kaye and his orchestra at- 
tracting the kids and the young 
folks, with a musical setup that’s 
a couple of good specialties. 

Kaye is smart in that he sells his 
boys and not himself. Band consists 
of four brass, four sax, double piano 
and drum and guitar and_ bass 
There’s a never-ending stream of 
vocalists with the band—all mem- 
bers—and all good. Arrangements 
are all clear, with emphasis on sweet 
music. Brass uses mutes consider- 
ably and effectively. Kaye adds a 
portion of a clarinet solo, but stays 
out of the pic most of the time, leav- 
ing the spotlight to his boys and the 
acts. Band makes a swell appear- 
ance. 

Show opens with 
song behind curtains. 
down to business with a_ novelty 
called ‘Helen’—then into a medley 
of ‘Lovers Lullaby,’ ‘Dutch Garden’ 
and ‘Make Believe Island.” The 
Three Kadets do okay in their spot 
Top novelty tune is ‘Tough Hombre,” 
in which the entire band joins into 
some pleasant fun. The Dancing 
Debs, do a rhumba in front of the 
band, and also split up and do a tap 
and acrobatic routine. All very 
nice. The band features a medley 
of tangos and rumbas which is well 
received 

Tommy 


band’s theme 
They get right 


- featured 
singer, warbles two numbers. Biz 
hit was ‘The Breeze and I.” Ryan 
murmurs for a couple of bars then 
Starts to really sing. Has a swell 
voice in addition to style. Encores 
with ‘Sierra Sue.’ 

Chris Cross, who is very handy 
with a dummy, amuses with his imi- 
tations of radio personalities. High 
spot is when he brings a blackface 
fist puppet out, turns out the lights 
and does an imitation of the Ink 
Spots’ ‘If I didn’t Care.’ Puppet is 
painted with luminous paint, and his 
eyes open and close very effectively 

The Three Nonchalants work hard 
Keep up 32 
line of chatter throughout that adds 
The close of the act, with the three 
boys standing on each other's shoul- 
ders and falling forward to floor, is a 
good trick. 

Kaye's audience participation gag. 
called ‘So You Want To Lead a 
Band,’ is going over in swell shape 
He invites four young people, two 
boys and two girls, to the stage each 
show, and asks them to lead the 
band. Audience applause selects the 


(Continued on page 39) 


Ryan, band’s 
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Continued from page 33 __ 


vest director, who is allowed to com- |! 


vwete later for a first prize of $35. 
faye manages to get a great deal 
of humor cut of the would-be band 
Jeaders. 

band is 


The swell 


| 


throughout | 





a girl named Levenia, introduced as 


My Way’ in a weak voice while a| 


i 
ja Detroit discovery, sings ‘If I Had | 


| very large stooge wiggles his body | 


through a hoop that looks at least 
eight sizes too small. 
Ken and Roy Paige do a slapstick | 


name bands at approximately bi-! routine in which one demonstrates 
monthly intervals. This means that; on the other illegal wrestling holds. 
the town still gets some stage at-| They work hard for their few 
tractions and these shows have been! laughs. 

good for substantial business, with! Between these acts—and some- 
Bestor no exception. This show, al-| times during—stooges have their in- 
though traveling light, packs a load/ nings, usually working from the 
|of entertainment and at the pre-! audience, with Meroff stooging for 
vailing tariif is a buy all the way. | the stooges. Typical of their ma- 


especially in their all-vocal numbers. | 


It's a smooth running show, and the 


‘pand leader’ gag is helping to pull | 


‘em in. Business was very good at 
third show opening day (19). Kiley. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

News is mighty thin with the 
newsreels this week. Even consider- 
able footage devoted to the Demo- 
cratic convention fails to save it 
from lethargy. A couple of human 
interest clips serve as highlights for 
the new program here, on which 
three shorts are needed to fill out 
iunning time. Drafting of Roosevelt 
for a third term is handled by 
Movietone, giving magnificent cover- 


| musical 


age to Jim Farley’s speech. Narrator | 


Lowell Thomas does a slick job. 
Wendell Willkie’s vacation in 
Colorado and other western states 
gets nice handling by Pathe and 
Universal, with audience being as 
enthusiastic about the hum-drum 


‘ shots as for the convention story. 


Paramount chips in with the two 
good human interest yarns, one on 
youthful navy aspirants going 
aboard U. S. battlewagon in Hudson 
river, and the provision being made 


for refugee British children in this | 


country. Both trimly spieled by 
Spencer Bentley. Par also gives its 
veteran sports announcer, Bill Slater, 
a break with a whole department 
devoted to sports highlights. 

Matter of national defense has 


Movietone interviewing Frank Knox, | 


new Secretary of the Navy, same 
reel cameraing new monoplanes at 
San Diego (with excellent shots 
taken from plunging plane): Pathe 
shows tests of navy’s new mosquito 
fieet and Universal presents Har- 
vard’s flying school and _ firemen 
rigging up anti-aircraft gun drill on 
fire trucks. Pathe handles the Cuba 
election in dull style, but mops up 
with comprehensive coverage of 
Rockettes drilling for Annapolis 
middies and record crowd at N. Y. 
fair. 

Movietone’ grasps the 
significance and possible later re 
percussions of British closing of 
Burma road in China. Though 
library stuff, importance of subject 
is deftly treated by narrator. Same 
newsreel does brisk pictorial han- 
cling of new flying boat taking off 


military 


for New Zealand from San Fran- 
cisco. This reel’s Lew Lehr con- 


tributes some chuckles. 
Paramount's ‘Unusual Occupations’ 
carries a neat plug for Gene Autrey, 
with his horse-raising and training 
activities accorded full coverage. 


The aggregation, except for piano, 
drums and bass, is made up entirely 
of brass, but the music is mostly 
and creditably on the sweet side. 
There are practically no straight 
offerings, although ‘Play- 
mates,’ following the opening, is 
done in melodic fashion, followed by 
some effective swing variations. 

Johnny Russell's solo vocals are 
passable, but his clowning with 
Penny Lee is far more productive 
of returns. 
personality and_ delivery, 
though Bestor’s ‘cute little bundle’ 
buildup is something to live down. 
Routine of five Juggling Jewels 
looks pretty corney for a class band, 
but their dress-up with gold wigs 
and seauins, 
gling props, together with their 
clicko club precision work, make the 
act effective enough. 

Gerry Stevens, of the ensemble, 
gives a nifty vocalization of ‘Where 


Do I Go From You’ and Bestor’s 
Vibraharp solos, backgrounded by 


the orchestra, are good for some of 
the best applause pay-offs of the 
proceedings. 

Condos Brothers add real strength 
to the lineup with their excellent 
tap work. Their reception more 
than justifies their underscored bill- 
ing. Stepin Fetchit found sirong 
favor with the early birds of the 
opening show. His offering is a 
smart exploitation of the personal 
characteristics which he is naturally 
fitted to sell. With smartly tailored 
material and sure-fire showmanship, 
he milks the last drop of entertain- 
ment out of his now standard 


| lethargic darky characterization. 
Initial show was ragged, with most. 


Other two shorts, possessing more | 
than usual interest, are ‘Silent 
Wings’ ‘RKO) and Father Hub- 
bard’s Adventures, ‘Climbing the 
Spirit's Home’ (20th). Wear. 


20TH CENTURY, BUFF 


Buffalo, July 21 

Don Bestor Orch (10), with Penny 
Lee, Johnny Russell, 5 Juggling 
Jewels, Condos Bros., Stepin Fetchit: 
‘Gangs of Chicago’ (Rep). 

Dipson-Basil, during their first 
summer operation here, are contin- 
uing their regular season policy of 
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of the acts suffering from bad light- 
ing. Incidentally, Bestor is using the 
modern bandsman’'s variation of the 
old ‘give us your kind applause’ 
routine viz, ‘if you like us, tell your 
friends to come down and see us,’ 
which has helped some of 
maestros to hang up some new house 
records here The gag is getting 
frayed and the boys ought to drop it. 
Burton. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, July 20 


‘Funzafire, with O'Connor Family 
(3), Benny Meroff’s band, Ken & 
Roy Paige. Dolly Bell & 4 Buster 
Browns, Betty Atkinson, and as- 
sortment of stooges; ‘Private Af- 
fairs’ «(U). 

From the way the crowd reacted 
to this show, it must be true that 


what the public wants these days is 
laughs. And ‘Funzafire,’ un- 
ashamedly modeled after Olsen and 
Johnson's ‘Hellzapoppin,’ while em- 
ploying all the old gags and situa- 
tions mixed with very few new ones, 
is a surefire laugh provoker. 

moves so. swiftly 
minutes, and is so 
cluttered with a strange assortment 
of stooges, there is little time to 
worry about the vintage of the ma- 
terial used 


Headlining 


The show 
through its 55 


are Benny Meroff and 


his band, and the O'Connor Family. 
chronologically, Jack, Donald and 
Patsy. 

Meroft does a fine job of m.c.ing 
and soen has the crowd responding 
everytime a stooge walks across the 
stage. Even his imitation of Ted 
Lewis and his juggling act draw 
heavv on the applause. The Meroff 
band is okay, playing or stooging. 


Donald O'Connor, because of his 
film name. is supposed to be the big 


draw of the O'Connor family and 
he does click with his ‘Small Fry’ 
and his impression of the tap act 
his father did in vaudeville 50 years 
ago. But pint-size sister Patsy really 
wows them with her warbling of 
‘When Irish Eves Smiling’ and 


Are 


} 


a tap routine that is plenty o 
Brother Jack does mosi of the k- 
ing and joins up with Pat nd 
Don in a tap number that’s fail 
One of the better sane acts in the 
lineup is another clever tap nu 
ber done by Betty Atkinson, a ve 
cute looker and costumed to maich 
Dolly Bell and the Four Buste! 
Browns do a fair tumbling act and 
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Miss Lee has a pleasing | 
even 


| 
| 


taps and lighted jug-| 


} 


the | 


terial is the long-hair who mounts a 
box and begins shouting ‘Down with 


the bosses Down with the bosses.’ 
When asked what bosses, he an-!| 
swers, ‘Greyhound bosses.’ And 


that’s the sort of thing that adds up 

to a very funny unit. 
Attendance good at 

Friday night (19). 


Unit Review 


ICECAPADES OF 


(CONVENTION HALL, 


Atlantic City, July. 23. 

Vera Hruba,_ Belitta, Jo-Ann 
McGowan, Pierre & Denise Benoit, 
Cliff & Rona Thaell, Robin Lee, Jeff 
Stevens, Sid Spalding, Monty Stott, 
Serge Flash, Robert Dench & Rose 
Marie Stewart, Fritz Dietl, Everett 
McGowan & Ruth Mack, Alfred 
Trinkler, Red McCarthy, Lois Dwor- 
shak, Buster Grace, Riding Ballet, 
Silver Ballet. 


show caught 


Aluv. 


1940 


A.C.) 


More than 7,200 persons saw some- 
thing new in ice entertainment Fri- 
day night (19) when the ‘Icecapades | 
of 1940’ began a six weeks’ showing 


in the $15,000,000 Convention Hall 
here. The crowd, a blase one in 


its choice of entertainment, thunder- 
ously applauded the performers in 
their fancy spins, stunts, thrills and 


amusing comedies, and called for 
more.. 

It is without a doubt the best ice 
show seen here, a town which has 
seen them all. The setting for the 
affair is striking. A scenic back- 
ground shows a yacht anchored off 


Atlantic City, with Boardwalk sky- 
line silhouetted in the rear. Jerry 
Mayhall’s orch plays from the vacht. 


While Vera  Hruba, top-billed 
Czechoslovakian lovelv, is a pretty 
sight in her baHerina number with 


its difficult whirls and pirouttes and 
her peasant dance with its brilliant 
costumes on ensemble drew great ap- 
plause, the fine performances of the 


lesser billed skaters equaliy stand 
out. 

Belitta, shapely blonde from Lon- 
don, together with her ladies in the 


ensemble, gave a Ziegfeldian ‘Alice 
Blue Gown’ dance that would have 
been beautiful even without the 
added grace and smoothness on the 


blades. Bob Mack. soloist with May- 
hall’s orch, does the vocals that go 


with this delightful number 
For smooth, fast and 
teamwork, acclaim went to Pierre | 
and Denise Benoit. Robin Lee, | 
blond college boy type. who was five 


flawless 


times U. S. men’s fancy skating 
champ, carries off honors for best 
single performance. 

McGowan and Mack, in the cafe | 
de Apache number, are excellent. | 
The spectators called them back 
three times. Their first routine is | 
followed by a difficult adagio num- 
ber, and their last is a hilarious 


Apache number in reverse 
Two outstanding comedy numbers. 


which drew applause aplenty, are 
the ice antics of Monty Scott and 
Sid Spalding as the front and rear } 
end, respectively. of a horse on 
skates, with Jeff Stevens as the 
trainer in red_ coat. Extremely | 
clever work on the blades shows 
through. The other comedy skit is 


‘The Four Glamour Girl These 
executed some new and artful moves 
with their slapstick The audience | 
called them back four times with | 
unusual enthusiasm for an AC. gal- 
leryv In this act are Jeff Stevens 
Monty Scott, Sid Spalding and 
Buster Grace 

An. evye-appealing number is the 
ballet by McCarthy, the Silver Pha: 
t erous colored lights play 
i er-coated bo TI anc 
is ¢ of an It egend gi 
al eno!) eceni l 

Serge Flas | glin included 
He t muc ofa ite et 

Lo Dworshal] vith he hip 
winging rhythm number and he! 
swift skating with sudden stops. aisc 
whams. Shes an attractive brunette 
with much s.a. 

A cute little number, seven-year- 
old Jo-Ann McGowan, caught the 
fancy of her audience. Othe s well 


received included Fritz Diet], in his 
stilt and stunt skating; Dench and 
Stewart, in a smart Olympic reper- 
toi_-c; Larry Jackson and Bernie Ly- | 
man, with their rube act: Cliff and 
| Rhona Thaell, in a lovely waltz num- 
ber. 

| The Riding Ballet, 
semble in red coats, white trousers, 
' black boots and cap, and Silver 
| Ballet are both well done and color- 
ful. 

| ‘Icecapades’ was staged and di- 
| rected by Charies and Vida Uksila; 
; scenery by E. J. Dougherty, Maurice 
| Levy. Pete Tyrrell is manager. 
. Cart. 


with the en- 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac Lake, July 23. 
One of the outstanding comebacks 
of the Colony has been made by 
Martha Gill, now taking her allotted 
time out as official mail clerk at the 
lodge and doing downtown shopping 
for the less fortunate. 


Three of the Hotel Saranac orches- 
tra are papas, Bryce Lavigne, Dick 
Emperor and Pat DiMascio all hop- 
ing that the offspring will become a 
baton swinger. 


Tudor Cameron is out of the ‘dog- 
house’ and seen downtown shopping 
and sporting spats and cane. 

Paul Welsh, the Chicago p.a., 
showing nifty comeback. May get 
an exercise assignment soon. 

Tommy Vicks, who commutes be- 
tween Boston and Rochester, N. H., 
and who recently licked a slight set- 
back, will soon m.c. a New Hamp- 
shire nitery. 

Elizabeth Gaylord, who did the 
trick up here, is now werking for a 
Chicago caterer. 

Marthy Fischer, ex-burlesquer 
now an auto dealer, celebrated his 
17 years up here as an ozoner. 

Madeline Murray, ex-tab prima- 
donna, to a N. Y. hospital for an 0.0 
and a possible operation. 

Eddie Vogt, who anticipates a go- 
home signal, is now assisting Rudy 
Plank, X-ray expert of the Will 
Rogers. 

Monster benefit is being arranged 
in connection with the dedication of 
the William Morris Memorial Park, 
which will take place during August. 

Glen Olin, orch leader, stopped off 
to mit the gang here while en route 
to Montreal for a summer park 
booking. He is an ex-ozoner, having 


| done his bit in Colorado. 


Write to those who are ill. 





Milw. Festival 


Continued from page 2 








mercifully. Came Milwaukee and 
their date at the festival and with a 
million and a quarter people on the 
grounds they cleaned up. The festi- 
val commission, a civic body, got a 
percentage of the intake. 

Exyen the weather man was with 
the outdoor events, providing an en- 
tire week of ideal summer weathe1 
and heat that fairly drove the popu- 


{lace to the Lake Michigan shore. 
where, in the huge natural ampi- 
theatre, the festival is held. Parades, 


pageants, aquatie events, band con- 
certs, outdoor theatre, choruses of 
thousands of voices, folk dances par- 
ticipated in by hundreds, and nightly 


| elaborate fireworks displays, most all 


of which could be seen without cost, 
brought visitors from every state in 
the union. 

Incidentally, this may be the last 
year in which a carnival will be 
permitted at the midsummer frolic. 
Mayor Carl F. Zeidler heads a large 
body of citizens who are decidedly 
9pposed to anything of this nature in 
connection with the festival, be- 
lieving it lowers the high standards 
they think should prevail for a civic 


| batter. 





New Acts 











NELLIE PALEY 
Sengs 
Hotel Phillips, Kansas City 

Parade of girl singers in the Ca- 
bana Room through the past season 
has seen most in for only a fort- 
night. but Nellie Paley is now in 
her third week and likely to make it 
six. Petite miss carries good stock 
of personality and = sprinkles it 
through her songs with smartness. 

She’s in from New York, where 
she enjoyed a run at Barney Gal- 
lant’s and held forth at some other 
spots. A diminutive brunet, her 
singing isn’t necessarily confined to 
any one type of song. Work in the 
Cabana is mostly filling requests, and 
a trio of ‘Nearness of You,’ ‘I Can't 
Love You Anymore’ and ‘Breeze and 
l’ give a fair example of the various 
types the singer is required to dis- 
pense. Songstress adds her own 
salesmanship to everything. 

Teamed with Alberta Bird at the 
Novachord, two make an ideal pair 
for cocktail] sessions in this intimate 
room. Quin. 


ROLAND 

Satire 

6 Mins. 

Cocoanut Grove, N. ¥. 

Sally Rand found this satirist in 
Mexico, but he doesn’t fit her show 
in this rooftop nitery. Most of the 
audience isn’t hep to what he’s all 
about. He works to rhumba rhythms 
and is thigh-grinding, bumping and 
active all the way. 

Roland was caught in two takeoffs, 
one on Mahatma Ghandi and the 
other on a_ baseball pitcher and 
He’s strictly dumb and, while 
Ghandi is immediately recognizable, 
it’s strictly a picture without a cap- 
tion. Also, the makeup is not ex- 
actly appetizing for a dinner show. 
The baseball routine is a little more 
obvious all the way, but hardly for 
the femmes. 

Another thing lacking, but most 
important, is humor. Scho. 
NEISS TROUPE (4) 
Aerial-Trampoline 
6 Mins.; Full 
State, N. Y. 

Neiss Troupe is not exactly new, 
having been around at circuses and 
fairs, plus some vaude dates. They 
present a neat novelty for the stage 
in a routine of aerial work over a 
trampoline. 

Two of them men, working on op- 
posite ends of the apparatus, are 
strictly catchers, while another boy 
and girl do the stunts. Boy also 
finales with a long series of high 
turnovers off the springs. 

Open here and over strong. Scho. 





Touts to Filmers 


Continued from page 1 











would place for them. Neither fell 
for that but they played the horses 
they were given. As it happened 
the bangtail referred to Miss Joyce 
won at nice odds. Result was that 
the tout next day came by her hotel 
looking for a handout and followed 
it up by trying to tout her on a 50-1 
shot also at Empire. She refused and 
a police guard was assigned after 
she had been threatened. 

Miss Joyce had bet $5, while Miss 


|celebration of this nature. The | Morison went on a loser for five win, 
Mayor let it be known that the carny | five place 
| would have been barred this yea sa alii iia atte 
had not contracts already been Wally Vernon opened at Grace 
signed when he came into office. Hayes Lodge in Los Angeles. 
— — 
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Met Opera Mini 
Compensation of principal singers employed by the Met shall not 
pe less than any of the minimums listed as follows: 
Maximum 
Perform- 
Single Minimum ances 
Performances Weekly per week 
Leading tenors and sopranos...., $50 $150 3 
Leading baritonmes .............. - 0 150 4 
Leading mezzos and contraltos..., 50 150 5 
Leading DASSOS .....sccscccceee - 50 125 5 
Stage directors ........ coscseose OO 125 4 
Comprimario singers ........... 20 15 7 


No principal may be required 
formance in a day. Any additional 
a pro rata basis. 


to take part in mo 


re than one per- 
performances are to be paid for on 


Additional daily allowances are to be made to singers 


paid on a weekly basis for the annual road tour. 








Gillmore’s Resignation From 
4A’s ‘By Mistake Nixed by Boar 





+ 


Mix-up over the status of Frank | 
Gillmore, president and executive 
director of the Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America, was finally 
straightened out at a meeting held 


last Wednesday (17). Gillmore ten-| 
dered his resignation, which move 
had been tipped off in advance, but 
it was rejected. He explained that 
he did so under a misapprehension, 
thinking he had been ‘expected to do | 
so’. 

Gillmore, former head of Equity, | 
agreed to a reduction of salary sev- | 
eral weeks ago. Beginning next) 
week he will receive pay on the} 
basis of $7,800 annually, which is| 
$100 weekly less than the $13,000 
yearly called for in his contract as | 
directional head. His term as presi- | 
dent of the Four A’s expires July | 
26, 1941, but his contract as director 
has two more years to run and sal- 
ary is to be paid until its expiration, 
whether or not he continues with 
the organization, and in the event 
of his demise the salary will be 
turned over to his estate. 





Two Factions 

There are two elements in Equity 
who have differed over the retention 
of Gillmore. Those in the east sought 
to have him replaced, but the con- 
servatives on the Coast expressed 
the opinion that in light of his long 
service with Equity his contract 
should be fulfilled to the letter. Fact 
that the veteran Equityite accepted 





the salary cut indicates a com- 
promise. 
When he stepped out of Equity, 


Gillmore figured the Four A’s berth | 
would be a less ardous assignment. 


That appeared to be so until the 
trouble that started last year with 


the revocation of the American Fed- 
eration of Actors’ franchise and the 
battle with the stagehands that fol- | 
lowed. In any event, when Gill-| 
more left Equity it opened the way 
to eliminate the chief cost item, that | 
of the president’s salary. That post | 
carries no pay now. Gillmore’s sal-| 
ary cut was virtually forced because | 
the Four A’s revenue could not carry | 
the full load. 

Stagehands’ fight cost Four A’s 


(Continued on page 44) 


Chi ‘Dinner’ to Tour, 
But Woollcott Uncertain 


Chicago company of ‘The Man Who 
Came to Dinner,’ original of which 
is running at the Music Box, N. Y., 
will open on tour Sept. 6, in a mid- 
western stand, then go to the 
Cass, Detroit, for an engagement of 
between four and six weeks. Clif- 
ton Webb will again head the cast. 

Whether the Coast company, which 
halted when Alexander Woollcott 
became ill last spring, will go to the 
road is not definitely determined. 
Writer-actor is at his Vermont re- 
treat, where he will be visited by 
representatives of Sam H. Harris, 
seeking his final answer about reap- 
pearing in ‘Dinner.’ 
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Road Closing 
Aug. 17 After 
Record Run 


‘Tobacco Road’ is finally 
out of the Broadway scene, dated to 
close at the Forrest Aug. 17, at which 


| time it will have played 348 consecu- 


tive weeks, a record that may neve! 
be equalled. Drama’s run spans six 
years and eight months, a year and 
some months longer than ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose,’ which has the record for 
comedies at 283 weeks. “The Drunk- 
ard’ in Los Angeles makes preten- 
tions of being the champ stayer, but 
it is a beer garden roughhouse rather 
than stage fare. 

While ‘Road’ has the longer stay 
record, ‘Abie’ topped it in every 
other way. ‘Road approximates its 
total gross in New York at $2,500,000 
and $3,000,000 on the road, where 
two companies were played, whereas 
‘Abie,’ which at one time had six 
companies concurrent earned a net 
profit of $5,000,000. According to 


| plans, the ‘Road’ which is withdraw- 


Miriam Hopkins Pays 
Blau $750 Settlement 


Dispute between Miriam Hopkins 
and Bela Blau over the latter's fail- 
ure to appear as scheduled at the 
latter’s Deertrees theatre, Harrison, 
Me., in ‘The Guardsman,’ has been 
settled. Equity council, which had 
been slated to hear the charges, was 
so informed yesterday (Tuesday). 


Reported that attorneys for the 
actress agreed to pay Blau a week's 
salary, in this case $750. Manager | 
had sought to be reimbursed addi- 
tional expenses, amounting to some 
$3,000. 

Council also received yesterday 
charges by Maryverne Jones, oper- 
ator of the Starlight theatre, Pawl- 
ing, N. Y., against George Bendix 
and Florence Barrett, for alleged 
violation of contract. Actors were) 
given 30 days to reply. 


| ing 


t 


Ly 


but the company 


hn 


will not tour, 
which was out last season with J 


Barton in the lead will hit the road 
again 
‘Road’ is a freak attraction, which 


started like a flop and through devi- 
ous ways kept to the bo: It 
opened in Dec., 1933, at the Masque 
(Golden) presented by people little 
known in show business. Leblang’s 
saved the drama from passing out 
and moved it to the 48th Street, 
where it made a lengthy run. When 


iras. 


‘the cut-rate people thought it was 


through. its management leased the 
Forrest. a bank-owned theatre. 

The comparatively low rental and 
small operation cost explains how 
the show survived. Average takings 
of $4.000 weekly turned a _ profit. 
Sometimes the net was only a few 
hundred rollars, but it was figured 
the continued Broadway stay 
strensthened the road companies. 
which repeated as many as seven 
es in some towns. Gross on tour 

(Continued on page 44) 
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‘GMA PAGT ENDS 
PERSONAL DEALS 


No Executive, Coach, Con- 
ductor or Other Personage 
Connected With Opera 

| Can Hereafter Take Any 

_ Part of Singer’s Income 


OTHER CLAUSES 


The American Guild of Musical 
Artists yesterday (Tues.), established 
itself in the musical world, when the 
Metropolitan Opera, after several 
months, signed a blanket agreement 
recognizing AGMA 100% as the bar- 
gaining agent for its opera singers. 
Credit for document, first of its kind 
jin the 55 year old history of the 
Met, is equally divided between 
Lawrence Tibbett, president of 
| AGMA, Mrs. Herbert Witherspoon, 
, Ted Carr and Henry Jaffee, executive 
| secretary, assistant to the executive 
| secretary, and attorney for AGMA, 
| respectively, 

The agreement which runs until 
| May 31, 1943, is as follows; AGMA 
|is recognized by the Met as the ex- 
iclusive collective bargaining agent 
ifor all solo singers, stage directors, 
| choreographers, solo and corps de 
| ballet dancers in all performances 
| of Grand Opera, concerts, recitals, 
|and oratorios produced by the Met 
;}or any subsidiary of it. 
| Only members of AGMA in good 
| standing will 
| Met, and that company may not em- 
ploy any but AGMA members. 
| Delinquent dues and initiation fees 
payable to AGMA, shall be deducted 


Sn +> 





| 


be employed by the} 


| from the compensation of the artists | 


and paid to AGMA by the Met. 
| No other deductions whatsoever 
can 
| artists fee, or salary except taxes, or 
such fees as are required by law. 
| The Met agrees that the minimum 
| fees and conditions as provided by 
AGMA shall govern its dealing with 
artists, and in no case shall less fa- 
vorable terms be offered. 

The Met may call an artist for pre- 
liminary rehearsals no more than 14 


be made by the Met “from an'§ 


| final 


days before the beginning of his en- | 


gagement for the season. 
Corps de ballet dancers shall be 
employed by the week for the full 


duration of the season. Dancers 
shall be paid not less than $40 
weekly in the performance season 
in N. Y., and not less than $50 for 


any week of the tour and may not 
be required to take part in more than 
eight performances weekly. Any ad- 
ditional performances shall be paid 
for at the rate of 4th of the weekly 
compensation. 


lagers are bringing up the pact 
extension at this time because of the | 
the | 


During rehearsal weeks the dancers 
hall be paid not less than $20 
weekly or be called on to rehearse 
more than 35 hours weekly or six 
hours in any given day. No re- 
hearsals on Sunday are allowed, un- | 


less overtime is paid. For each hour 
of overtime, the dancer must be paid 
$1. During the performance season 
dancers may be called on to re- 
hearse 2 hours weekly without com- 
pensation 


All artists shall be paid bi-monthly 
except artists engaged f single per- 
formances ho shall be paid within 
24 he after each performance. 

Ti portation shall be paid by 

e Met to any performance out of 
tov and back except from citie: 
like Philadelphia or ones a similar 
distance 1 Which case transporta- 
tion * ack is not necessary. 

No person occupying a paid super- 


visory or executive position or who 
receives compensation from the Met 
and participates in the 
casting, or discharging of artists, 
shall be permitted to act as manager, 


sentative of any artist, or to receive 
any fee, commissions or other con- 
sideration of any kind from any ar- 
(This clause of the most 
the contract, is to pre- 
vent officia): of the house as was 
reported done in bygone years, 
from acecpting fees from an artist 
to better tnat singers position, or to 
‘Continued on page 44) 


tist s one 


important in 


engaging, | 


‘Astonished Ostrich’ To 


agent, musical coach, personal repre- 


NO MORE MET OPERA ‘FEES 








Equity Receives Lambertson Reply 


Furnishing Reasons for His Red 


Charges; TAC Also Posts Denial 





Equity Asks Probe 


After a lengthy meeting in 
which the question of Commu- 
nistic influence in the associa- 
tion’s affairs was again thrashed 
out, Equity council voted yes- 
terday (Tuesday) to demand a 
hearing before the Dies commit- 


tee or any other authorized 
Government agency on_ the 
charges recently made against 


the organization by 
tive Lambertson. 
Legislator was asked to use 
his effarts to bring about such a 
hearing as s0on as possible. 


League Seeking 
Time Extension 


On Equity Pact 


Broadway managers, through the 
League of New York Theatres, will 
advise Equity that an extension of 
the basic agreement is desired. The 
pact, which has been in force two 
years, guarantees that the actors as- 
sociation will not effect 
policy without managerial 


Representa- 








and stipulates that the ticket code, | 


drawn up by Equity and the League, 
will be enforced by the latter. 
Equity has not considered 
tinuing the agreement next 
and consideration of the matter may 


con- 


be controversial in council because 
of the pending move to raise the} 
minimum salary from $40 to $50. | 


That subject is a moot question it- 
self and may take some time for 
decision. Possible therefore 
that the basic agreement may be 
granted an ‘in-case’ stipulation cov- 
ering the salary matter. 


There is little doubt that the man- | 
for | 


agitation over alleged Reds in 
council. Despite denials the show- 
men appear concerned over what 
may be expected from the radical 
or liberal element in Equity 

Code is still operating, though the 
volume of ticket that 
price regulations are not operative. 
Brought out that the league has not 


sales is so low 


been attempting to collect three 
cents per ticket from the agencies 
for some time. It was dropped fo! 
the summer because the brokers de- 
clared that there is no business and 
they have no money to pay out. 


League will not seek the levy during 
the summer period, but will attempt 


to collect arrears from brokers who 
held back earlier in the season or 
last year. 

League has on hand around $4,000 
from the ticket levy which started 
late last fall after the nick was 
lopped off ne-half cent per ticket. 
Agreement h the brokers that 
one cent out of the three collected 
hall be put aside and rebated the 
ticket people if he enforcement 
fund | eq é or ( p 
resent ne collec cent 
pe! ticket and tne one! cent 
segregated and most likely ll be 


refunded the brokers, each to get a 
percentage of the whole based 
the number of tickets they sold 


on 


») 


— 


Santa Barbara Aug. 1 
23. 

play, 
produced 
MacFad- 


tne i 


Santa Barbara, July 
Archibald Norman Menzies’ 
‘The Astonished Ostrich,’ 
and directed by Hamilton 
den, goes into the Lobe 
here for the annual Fiest 
ginning Aug. 12, 
Two years ago the play 
months London. 


0 a 


Week, be- 


a 


ne 


rai 
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changes of | 
assent 


season | 
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Before going further into the 
charges of Rep. William P. Lambert- 
son that seven members of Equity’s 
council are Communists, all having 
| made denials, the association awaited 
ia reply to its letter of refutation 





| that the council is controlled by rad- 


jicals, Response from the Kansan 
iwas received by Paul Dullzell, 
| Equity’s executive secretary, Lam- 
| bertson spilling some strong stuff in 


| support of his allegations. 


Lambertson formally replied to 
| Equity’s request for satisfactory 
proof, his communication being re- 
| ceived Tuesday (23). He enclosed 
| photostat copies of certain articles, 
| particularly from the Daily Worker, 
|admittedly Red, issue of Aug. 14, 
1939. The names of Equity members 
were included with others and his 
opinion is that if they are not Reds 
| they are members of Communist 
‘front’ organizations or ‘fellow 
travelers,’ 

Worker article purported to show 
that those named had endorsed the 
| Soviet system. Reaction at Equity 
| was that they probably signed a pe- 
| tition, but that did not necessarily 


i 


ae them as Communists. 


Congressman, who said that the 
|; members of the theatrical profession 
{had given him and his colleagues 
|much enjoyment, wanted to know 
|about the term ‘satisfactory proof’ 
asked by Equity and asked ‘satisfac- 
tory to whom?’ Lambertson went 
on to say that his colleagues believe 
| the evidence to be satisfactory proof 





j}and that the ban against including 
| theatre relief was still on as far as 
| they are concerned. 


| Lambertson requested that his re- 
ply and enclosures be read to the 
council, which was done yesterday 


and it is now up to Equity to decide 


whether the proof is actual and what 
is to be done about it. He also re- 
quested that his reply in full be 


Connection with the Theatre Arts 
(Continued on page 44) 


“WALK WITH MUSIC,’ 886 
IN RED, SCRAMS B’WAY 





| ; 
| After playing six weeks to red 
business at the Barrymore, N. Y., 
‘Walk With Music’ stopped Saturday 
(20) with a loss of $88,000. Under 
the title of ‘Three After Three,’ at- 
traction had played 16 weeks on the 
road prior to Broadway, but had 
few winning weeks out of town. 
Simone Simon was in the original 
cast, replaced by Kitty Carlyle for 
New York. 

‘Music’ was presented by Ruth 


Selwyn in association with the Shu- 
|berts, latter withdrawing afier the 
first week at the Barrymore. Previ- 
ously the Shuberts were in 50-50 and 


their end of the red was about $40,- 
000. Mrs. Selwyn attracted the bal- 
ance of the capital from William 
Horace Schmidlapp and Albert M. 
Keir, aspiring 24-year-old showmen 
Duo took over when the S herts 
bowed out and went for about $8.000 
during the balance of the engage 
ment. 

New managers desired to give 
‘Music’ every chance, wh explains 

hy it was continued ata I \- 
‘ipals took a cut, unde: ne 
highest salary was $100 wee - 
rangement went for four weeks, 
extra week being added, but h 
the gross in the $6,000 bracket it s 
decided the chances to stick were 
nil. 

Schmidiapp and Kier will remain 


in show business. They have sched- 
uled a musical being readied by 
Johnny Mercer, Harold Arlen and 
Sid Herzig. They may be interested 
in trying out new plays at the Cope- 
ly Square, Boston, in association with 
Joseph M. Gaites and the Shuberts. 
Idea is to establish the house, which 
loes not get road attractions, as an 
experimental theatre. There were 
10 scripts submitted for trial, but 
only one was to their liking. 
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STRAWHAT REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 24, 1910 





THE HARD WAY 


Skowhegan, Me., July 22. 


Farce itn three acts by Allen Boretz, 
@iveed by Melville Burke. Presented by 
Melville turke at Lakewood playhouse. 
Skowhegan, Me., July 22, °40; $1.10 up 
Jie Miles tnnees awa ..Grant Mills 
Jane Miles. eee teeeoss Louise Campbell 
Willie Bilaige...ccocccoersess Albert Hackett 
Mary. Fil). ....-.ccceces peocces Joyee Arline 
Lionel Teppei.......-. oar aaew Hume Cronyn 
Jerry Kliapper.....-.ee.ceseeees Don Terry 
Lily Blaine........00--:. Harriet Mactiilbbon 
Uncle Henry.. ...-Frank Wilcox 
Dr. Feebish.. ....-Calvin Thomas 
i) Se sce Ss seedcaspeeut shen Allan Towet 
Mr. Skolmit.... ..QOwen Davis, Jr 
Amos GarkiM....ccecscscsccsies Arthur Franz 
Sigmund Kvags..............Harold Met ee 


Miss Zolnits..... Virginia Dunning 


Mr. Sherman...........-...--Tom Tempest 
Mra. Hill.....+- “e ...- Rosalind Ivan 
Rev. Dr. Graham. .....cceee: Dordon Duff 
Unnamed woman........+-- Musa Williams 
OPTS oe sen ccccovebsonee Henry Richar's 


‘The Hard Way’ is a fast farce by 
the co-author, Allen Boretz, of ‘Room 
Service’. It has a potentially surefire 
theme and an excellent second act. 
Plenty of good situations and gag 
comedy, and a strawhat production 
here that is a shade better than pass- 
able. What it needs in addition to 
new first and second stanzas 1s 
satiricaliy more serious approach to 
the. radio theme and a long period of 
rehearsal. 

Boretz saw, as who hasn't, a rich 
mine of comedy in scripting of kilo- 
cycle soap operas, but evidently 
didn’t bother to probe lode very 
deeply. What starts promisingly as 
a delineation of Harried Homie lives 
of two hardbitten collaborators on 
saccharire daily strip becomes corn- 
fed travesty on legal profession in 
general, with accent on ambulance 
chasing. One is having wife trouble 
and the other attempts to come to the 
rescue with a scheme whereby first 
may raise sufficient money to buy 
off unwanted spouse and marry the 
ingenue. Plan involves phony auto 
accident, hick stooges as witnesses, 
bogus bonesetter, hoke legalist. out- 
lay of bribes larger than a_ subse- 


quent settlement, unlimited chaos in | 
both their lives, and more entrances | 


and exits than a powder room. 
Money finally materializes, but 
through the radio channel. Vice- 
prexy in charge of scripters has been 
fraudulently withholding half their 
salaries and is made to pay off as last 
curtain falls. 

Hume Cronyn, as a guilty swish 
radio exec, turns in a standout per- 
formance, and is only one having real 
satiric meat. Albert Hackett and 
Grant Mills, the zany writers, read 
parts too shrilly for audience com- 
fort and good projection, while Joyce 
Arling and Louise Campbell playing 
opposite, are miscast. Don Terry 
acts shystering lawyer in adequate 
fashion. 

Melville Burke’s directing job, con- 
sidering the summer stock circum- 
stances, showed hard work, but no 
George Abbott finish. The third 
act ended with attendance still in 
the dark as to the resolution of some of 
the main plot elements, which means 
that important lines weren't properly 
emphasized. Don. 


SHE ATE HER CAKE 


Stony Creek, Conn., July 16. 


Comedy in three acts, five scenes, by 
Touis FE. Shecter and Norman Clark. I?i- 
rected by Ronald T. Hammond; setting. 
Francis Y. Joannes. Presented by The 
stony Creek Players at Stony Creek Play- 
house, Stony Creek, Conn., July 15, ’40. 

0, Wc MCUs ow céccocacerds William Dorbin 
Sameon Rockwell........+++.. Kevin O'Shea 
Wesley Adams. seunervaduds Matt Matson 
PRUNES... cccvcccwsscoecers Martin Chiapetta 
MEU PEON nck v5 0050000046000 .8Oee EOERE 
PEPE Pre re ree reer re Grace Gould 
Gale Rogers.........-++.+e+-muth Bertrand 
Stunley Dexter Pumphrey. Leopold Badia 
Sal if 7. errr re Sally Brownback 
eee eT Teri Te Robert Fleischman 
Amos Van Sloan.. Ray Barrett 


Here is one that is definitely worth 
juggling around till the right answer 
is found. Louis Shecter and Nor- 
man Clark, Baltimore advertising 
exec and drama critic, respectively, 
whose ‘Window Shopping’ hit Broad- 
way briefly last season, have struck 
something this time that has a lot of 
promise. Written as a comedy, it 
likewise has considerable dramatic 
interest and also shows the inner 
workings of a large advertising 
agency to nice advantage. Play 
strikes an authentic chord: charac- 


ters and theme are plausible; dialog | from Blanche Gladstone and Donald | 


is bawdy enough for sturdy laughs, 
and the romance angle is adequately 
substantial. 

Piece stands a better than average 
chance for stage and offers good op- 
portunities for writing in added 
characterizations and scenes in a 
film version. A good title takes its 
meaning from a femme character 
who wants to eat her cake and have 
it, too, by enjoying marital security 
as the wife of a senior big-time ad 
exec, meanwhile casting romance in 


the direction of a younger member | 


of the staff. 

Gale Rogers, the wife, operates on 
the theory that there's nothing 
wrong in making two men happy 
at the same time, so, while Rogers 
is in 
youthful Samson Rockwell, who 
wants to keep the romance clean 
by marrying her. Gale refuses to 
divorce Rogers on the ground that 
she makes him a good wife despite 
a little sideline love-affairing. W. W. 


Bermuda, she takes up with | 


sonnel and recapture the lad from 
under Gale's thumb. After some pro 
and con battling, that’s the way it 
works out and just when Gale is 
making a final plunge for Rockwell, 


Davis hurries Rogers back from 
Bermuda in time to stymie Gale’s 
intentions. 


Hammond's staging of the play is 
exceptionally good in view of the 
usual strawhat limitations. Action 
is speedy and punch lines are put 
over with a wallop, Dialog contains 
a number of belly Taughs and points 


to several more, as yet not fully 
developed. Same applies to situa- 
tions. Authenticity of atmosphere 


obviously stems from Shecter’s own 
connection with the advertising field, 
while Clark has used his critical 
knowledge of play values to good 
advantage. An ad executive office 
set is striking. 

A well-balanced cast has William 


Dorbin carrying the play as W. W. | 


Davis. Kevin O'Shea is convincing 
as Rockwell and the same goes for 
Sally Brownback, the lass who 
eventually captures him. Ruth Ber- 
trand and Leopold Badia, both good 
troupers in previous productions, do 
okay by themselves, although they 
are not completely at home in the 
authors’ version of Gale and firm 
member Pumphrey. Ray Barrett 
fits as an advertising prospect for 


, could be called a success, because itt 
| reveals that the writers are definitely 
on the riht track. They have fol- 
lowed ‘the plotting and approximated 
/the gags and situations which have 
made the Dunne-Grant team famous, | 
although there is quite a bit of fix-| 


ling to He done. Some of the lines 
and buf ness are all set for filming, 
|others ‘ack sparkle; and the role in- 
ltended for Miss Dunne, as it now! 
| stands, will have to be strengthened. 
Sharon Lynne, acting the Dunne 
part here, found herself too busy 
feeding for Lauren Gilbert, co- 
starred, to concentrate much on ele- 
vating her own character to any 
greet heights. In brief, Gilbert stole 
the show with his lines and acting. 
| Annabelle, temperamental and 
rather flighty, has rushed into a mar- 
riage with William, following a Reno 
divorce from Luke, as the play 
opens. A femme nightgown in 
Luke’s closet has precipitated the ac- 
tion by Annabelle. Plot of the piece, 
moves these three principals through 
some franctie action which includes 
a triangular wrestling spree on the 
floor, brick-bat pitching, door-slam- 


ming, shouting and hooting, while | 
Luke heckles the newlyweds and) 
stymies their honeymoon. When 


Annabelle and William return from , 
City Hall to her apartment to pack 
for the honeymoon, Luke follows to 





the company, and Martin Chiapetta 
resisters in a bit as the agency 
artist. Bone. 


Rings on Her Fingers 
Marble Dale, Conn., July 20. | 


Comedy in three acts by Clay Franklin. 
Staged by Hudsen Faussett; setting by 
Iloyd Hallock, Jr. Presented by Louis 


Townsend at Thevtre-in-the-Date, Marble 


Dale, Conn... July 17, "40. 
, pre reper ee Constance Winters 
Sirs. Owens............-------- Ruth Nigey! 
Cynthia Pomeros.....+cecee- Frances Brandt | 
Zane THE. oss ov0c0 ose Blanche Gladstone} 
LATVY StOVENS...cccccesess Donald Harman) 
Bene Bais dcccccsves ese feraldine Dvorak | 
Albert Stevens......... Edmond Le Comte} 
Antivrew DilMnd..cccescsts 

Michael Benton. ..cesccotvesess Raoul Henry | 
ee 4, SOW ETPET TTC Cree e Hiudson Faussett 
PROCCETODNGS 506k 60sec 6dssee Marcia Webber 


Last week, at Chicago, they nomi- 
nated a candidate for the White 
House. Last week, at Marble Dale, 
they nominated a _ candidate for 
the storehouse. Play is a comedy 
built around the complications that 
crop up when a twice-divorced ma- 
tron finds as her weekend guests 
her two ex-mates, a prospect for a 
third altar journey, her two children 
| by her various husbands and a film 
glamor girl on the hunt for some 
publicity in connection with a forth- 
|!coming stage try. The family is 
pictured as a nutty group and the 
play is ballyhooed as a steal from 
‘Hay Fever,’ but it’s just another 
case of petty larceny as far as this | 
script is concerned. 

Plot has been done too often to} 
have much value even for pix. Cyn- 
thia Pomeroy, mother of Joan Dill- 


ing and Larry Stevens, by ex-hus- | 


bands Andrew Dilling and Albert | 
Stevens, respectively, is running up 
a romantic alley after Michael Ben- 
ton, 20 years her junior. Unwitting- 
ly, they all get together for a week- 
end that’s a headache for everybody 
till Benton finally goes for Joan in- 
stead of her mother; Dilling steps 
back into the picture with a recon- 
ciliation with Cynthia; Larry takes 
off with the film star after she sells 
Dilling the idea of angeling her new 
play, and Stevens ends up with a 
young redhead. 

‘Rings’ is typical of the flock of 


tryouts that hit the pitchfork-and- | 


scythe circuit each season in that it 
provides fairly amusing 
for a summer 
you've said 
ney’s end as far as 
concerned. 


its chances are 
It’s a first attempt for 


Clay Franklin and, despite its lack | 


of originality, it does show promise 


from the writing angle in regard to | 


play construction and well-written 
(if not overly witty) dialog. 
Staging is much better than antici- 
| pated in a matchbox-sized hideaway 
|spot location of this type. Cast is 
|competent and belies its bucolic 
| surroundings. 
divorcee, does efficient carbon-copy 
duty in the Billie Burke-Mary Bo- 
land manner and gets okay backing 


Harman, her offspring: Edmond Le- 
|Comte and Arthur Finn, her ex- 
mates: Jeraldine Dvorak, the glamor 
girl; and Raoul Henry, the marital 


‘arate bedrooms until the law 


moments | 
attraction, but when | 
that, you've said jour- | 


Frances Brandt, the | 


tease and torment them with high- | 


'jinks and pointed hints that neither | 
'of the two has acquired much of a 


bargain. Conveniently a lawyer 
friend of the family drops in, and 
at Luke's suggestion disclose> a legal 
technically that may make Anna- 
bele’s divorce illegal. This holds the 
couple in the apartment and in sep- 
is in- 
vestigated. By the time Annabelle 
has learned that she will have to 
annul her new marriage, she has 
been taunted into some raucous tan-) 
trums by Luke, for William’s benetit, | 
and Luke has won his campaign. Ap- | 
pearance of Penelope, the siren in| 
| the case, late in the proceedings, 


pias Arthur Finn| seems not to deter Annabelle’s swing 


back to her original mate. 

Miss Lynne plays Annabelle as a 
woman distraught by Luke’s frisky 
antics and baffled by her predica- 
ment, but does not fully develop the 
subtle change of heart during the 
proceedings. Gilbert plays his play- 
boy part to the limit with very com- 
mendable results, except for a tend- 
ency to over-mugg in the closing 
sequences. Walter Coy is often too 
boistrous for this small house as the 
rugged man of direct action, be- 


| fuddled by the suave sabotage of his 
| sharpshooting adversary. Jean Guild, 


after overcoming nervousness, makes 
her aunt’s role entertaining and 
sometimes convincing as she breaks 
up the quarrels and reasons with the 
dizzy trio. 
Anne Burr and 


is an attractive 


| satisfactory femme menace; Merritt 
| Stone and Art Smith carry off com- 
|mendably their bit roles of waiter 
| and piano tuner, respectively. 


Ed- 
| ward Harvey gives the lawyer friend 
part a lift when he has an oppor- 
, tunity. The character of the blub- 
|}bering Swedish maid (Edith Hop- 
kins) adds nothing to the play, which 
| Stands still as she snivels her lines 
|A wise, humorous, colored maid 
| would improve matters here. 
| With a good production budget, a 
itopflight comedy director and a 
{hand-picked supporting cast, ‘Bed- 
|time Story,’ under any title, should 
| develop into a boxoffice film. Harold 
| Winston, originally slated to stage 
|the tryout, had to beg off at the 
|eleventh hour because of a rush ecall 
| frora Hollywood. 


John Sollers rates a nod for his 
excellent sitting room set Fox. 
| UNDER THIS ROOF 
Westboro, Mass., July 23. 
Comedy in two acts (seven scenes), by 
| Herbert B, Ehrmann, Production designed 
| by Robert Daggett, presented by L.ouise 
Galloway at Red WGarn theatre, Westboro, 
Mass., July 22, °40 
|} Cast: Helen Walker, Michael St. Ange! 
| Warren Reid, Arthur’ Ritchie, Maur ne | 
Gray, John Oliver, Barbara Kellogg, Al- 
| bert Hall, E. W. Mundo, Wendell Carey, 
Alice Wiley, Peter Cookson, Lance Clarke 
John Taylor, Conway Washburn. 





With a barn full of friends of the 
author, a Bosion attorney, ‘Under 
This Roof’ made its debut here to- 
night to a most receptive audience. 
In the early scenes, every actor was 
roundly applauded at his exit and a 
range of titters to hoots greeted the 
lines of every pretext. But even with 
this ideal gathering, the effects of 


prospect. Bone. the gin fizz or anticipation wore off 
— re as the evening waned and midnight 

neared. 
BEDTIME STORY ‘Roof’ is an over-long episode his- 
Farce in three acts. with prolog, by , torical drama dealing with the hu- 
Horace Jackson and Grant Garrett; pre- | Man emotions of three generations of 
— 4 by a po Pe oo ted by a family who lived, loved and hated 
Marragut Plavhouse, Rye Beach, N. H.. | Under the roof of an old New Eng- 
July 16; 81.65 top. ‘ land homestead. The 1940 genera- 
‘ ‘Philip Harmon | tion finds the old house and ponders 
APOE, +5< eh oth trees ony Maen over the tide of real drama which 
Annabelle. ..... glesuneckeas “Sharon Lynne, Must have ebbed and flowed through 
WM ss rsstsyoene ss hessacses Walter <oy| its rooms. Between the opening and 
f PeeaE LS eS AES EEPRAED OSES caguren, Gilbert’ closing scenes, the author offers 
Piano tuner MS eakicel olvekch rare cnt. fenith samples of what transpired here 
TED IE ER eae Oe: Edith Hopkins; from 1864 to 1917, suggests political 
ee Ee Fate ores sos PEER yg Snowe _and sociological doings of the several 
| Benvenuto ins Ce ibvekh < Merritt Stone | Tas and draws some parallels be- 
SPIE assist kedscestnasenntiepl Anne Burr; tween one and another. Central 
——— |character is Cornelia Thayer who 
Better for the summer trade than| marries a_ stuffy, proud Boston 


the more demanding Broadway 


financier, Ezra Warren, after she de- | 


Davis. mature member of the firm, | crowd, ‘Bedtime Story’ is best of all| clines the invitation to a marriage 


sees how the wind is blowing and 


a good framework for a dizzy com-| 


and a frontier life with his liberal 


what it will do to young Rockwell, | edy for Irene Dunne and Cary Grant! brother, Gibson. 


whom he worships like a son. so he 


ion the screen. 


Since this yarn has| 


Comedy relief is almost lacking. 


arranges for a former flame of Rock- | already been purchased by Columbia} The writing only infrequently spurts 
well’s to join the company’s per- for that purpose, the tryout here/a brilliant passage; tempo lags; ait- 


EN en ceeie 


uations are often good and the char- 


acters are quite well defined and | 


plausible. Neither the direction nor 
acting gave the preem the best 
breaks; but with a stellar cast, in- 
spired direction and a good play 


doctor, ‘Roof’ might offer some 
promise for Broadway. In a season 
like the one coming up, it would 


require the hypo of many more 
laughs and that would mean a big 
rewrite job. 

Alice Wiley makes Cornelia real- 
istic most of the time; Wendell Corey 
registers frequently as the proud 
banker; John Taylor and Conway 
Washburn are standouts as a conniv- 
ing senator and an oily promoter, 
respectively. Louise Galloway, in 
character role of crusty Granny, is 
good but inaudible at times, and 
Maurine Gray has her moments as a 
dizzy dame in the modern 
Warren Reid handles character of a 
rustic capably. 

Scenery and costumes rate special 
praise. Fox. 


SALUTE TOMORROW 


Suffern, N. Y., July 23. 


Comedy in three acts (five scemes) by 
Marjorie Leonard and Gladys Unger, with 
td fitional dialog by Roy Lockwood. Set- 
ting designed by Sidney Redish: decor by 
tiuy Monypenny and Jacqueline Paige: 
lighting by Sanford Engel: directed by 
Roy Lockwood. Presented by Walter 
Armitage at the County theatre, Suffern, 
N. Y., July 22, °40. 

Andy rae aia make ; ... Hugo Forde 
ig BO eer ee Zita Johann 
Beverly, Lee. ..cccccccess Patricia Presnell 
Tom Conroy seeseeseee.. William Howell | 
BATE WOMROR, 0.20 ccccces Katherine Warren 
hf eee ee Richard Taber 
ot. Ae ERE eee eee Sydney Shields 

Jick Barton........ a6 6 ahead Huch Marlowe 
Dees SAND. « v.ceseeccsonses McKay Morris 
Tassie TIRVOTE... .ccccccceses Cynthia Carlin 
Dc av adeviwedasnc odange Martha Wright 
Rd cbadthasedeseenaeusanaued Fred Hunter 
POON sc 08s cores Besivees Robert Bernard 
Ss v ha kh 004064464005849 Teter Van Buren 
BR COO c + wc pe cies ccm reas Robert: Bernard 


Presentation of ‘Salute Tomorrow’ 
does no service to the memory of the 
late Gladys Unger, programmed as 
co-author. Play is another variation 
on the old straying husband theme, 
with a Hollywood background which 
is familiar to the point of banality. 

Mike and Marcia Lane (McKay 
Morris and Zita Johann) are ex-New 
Yorkers who have spent the last 
seven years of their 20-year married 
life in the film colony, Mike as a 
writer and then as a top-flight direc- 
tor. Having come to be recognized 
as one of those rare model film 
couples, the Lanes run into trouble 
—Mike falling for a Brooklyn-born 
glamor gal who passes herself off as 
a foreign importation. 


Along its generally lugubrious 
way, ‘Salute Tomorrow’ turns up a 
couple of entertaining § incidental 
;scenes. Episode, for example, in | 
which Sally Wallace, a friend of | 


Marcia’s, pretends that her own hus- | 
and that she } 


band has walked out 
wants revenge—whole thing being a 
hoax designed to snap Marcia out 
of the lethargy which 
down on her since Mike’s departure. 
Dick Barton’s marriage proposal to 
Marcia is amusingly treated, too. 
Miss Johann does a nice job as 
Marcia. Though she reveals certain 
mannerisms, such as a habit of run- 
ning her hand across her forehead, 
her characterization is fresh and ap- 
pealing. Morris suggests Mike 
Lane’s inflated ego and makes his 
lapse understandable. As Dick 
Barton, who has loved Marcia for 
years, Hugh Marlowe contributes one 
of his typically pleasant perform- 
ances. Katharine Warren’ and 
Richard Taber are fine as the Wal- 
laces, the Lanes’ 
friends. Patricia 
William Howell handle the 
love interest acceptably; 
Carlin is okay as the blonde inter- 


Presnell 


loper, and minor roles are well man- | 


aged by Hugo 


Forde and Sydney 
Shields. 


Sunny patio set designed by Sid- | 


ney Redish gives ‘Salute Tomorrow’ 
a good send-off. Roy Lockwood's 
direction is adequate. Paul. 


A MAN’S HOUSE 


Great Neck, L. I, July 21. 


Riblical drama in three acts by late John 
Drinkwater. Directed by Dennis Hoey, in 
issociation with Dr. Franz J. Horch. Set- 
ting by Willis Knighton Presented by the 
Players’ Theatre of New York at the 
Chapel theatre, Great Neck, L. I., for one 
week only starting July 21, °40. 

Satathiel Pe bats Dennis Hoey | 
Msther.. ...FE iis Paker 
Rache).... Judith Magee 
Nathan William Thornton 
Levi : .Henry Young 
Mathias Thomas Beck 

’ eer , -Paul Parks 
Jaco William Nichols 
David Tre errr er .Wiliam Mowry 
Roman Officer... .. cece .Maurice Burke 
Homan Guards........ 4 Walter Loomer 

""? Edward Mansell 
Barr i Maurice Wells 
cy Dennis King, Jr. 


This is a story of Jesus of Naza- 
reth—of the four days preceding the 
crucifixion and the three days fol- 
lowing it—as reflected in the lives 
of a well-to-do Jewish family in the 
city of Jerusalem. 
respect a sincere and moving drama, 
ideally cast and sensitively directed. 

Salathiel is a successful and kindly 
merchant, but he has little patience 
with the 
brotherly love being preached by 
a Nazarene who is planning to visit 
Jerusalem with His followers. He 
is upset considerably when he learns 
that his own brother, Nathan, a poet 
whom he has sheltered for years, is 
sympathetic toward the new teach- 
ings. His younger daughter, Rachel, 
also causes him a great deal of con- 
cern because of her love for David, 





scenes. | 


has settled | 


down-to-earth | 

and | 
young | 
Cynthia | 


It is in every | 


new-fangled doctrine of | 


| who is becoming rapidly one of the 
| Nazarene’s most ardent disciples, 
| When David decides to join Jesus 
at nearby Bethany, Rachel leaves 
home with him, following a turbu- 
lent scene with her father and 
brother, Mathias. Esther, her blind 
sister, has little sympathy for the 
reason of her going, but is not as 
| bitterly opposed to it as the others. 
| Jacob, a household servant, asserts 
| that the time has come for him, too, 
to join the Master and this so en- 
|rages Mathias and Salathiel that 
| they order him flogged. Esther in- 
| tervenes, however, and he is allowed 
| to leave peaceably. Later, her kind- 
ness is repaid when the Nazarene 
stops outside the Salathiel house 
| after His entry into Jerusalem and 
restores her sight. 

The crucifixion of Jesus brings to 
a climax the feelings of those re- 
maining in the Salathiel home and 
| Esther declares her love for a 
Roman officer, who is said to have 
performed a great act of kindness at 
Calvary. Later, it transpires that it 
' was he who pierced Jesus’ side with 
a lance as an act of mercy, to end 
His suffering on the cross. 

At the end, only Mathias and 
Salathiel remain. The former is as 
unconvinced as ever that any super- 
natural occurrences have taken place, 
but the latter is not so sure; for, as 
Salathiel watches Rachel, David, 
Nathan, Jacob, Esther and the soldier 
walk up a distant hill toward Beth- 
lehem, he declares that he sees a 
seventh member in their party— 
Jesus. 
| Top acting honors go to Dennis 
| Hoey for his sympathetic and wholly 
restrained performance as the father. 
Miss Baker is inclined to overplay 
her part in the third act, but her 
characterization of the blind girl in 
the long first act is excellent. 

William Thornton lends a_ bene- 
volent touch to the character of 
Nathan and William Nichols is ef- 
fective as the servant boy. Maurice 
Burke's fine voice adds to the force- 
fulness of his part as the Roman 
soldier. 

The setting by Willis Knighton 
elicited a salvo of applause when 
the curtain rose on the first act. It's 
a living room, with balcony, which 
is set on the stage at an angle. It's 
highly artistic. The lighting, too, is 
extremely well done. 

Authored by the late John Drink- 
water. best known for his ‘Abraham 
Lincoln’ this play was directed by 
him for its world premiere at Mal- 
verne, England, on June 23, 193 
Coincidentally, Dennis Hoey, then 
playing in London, was among these 
who witnessed the first performance. 
Errol Flynn played a bit part as the 
second soldier in the Malverne ver- 
sion. 
| ‘A Man’s 





House’ could stand a 
| little judicious editing, especially on 
the half-dozen lines which lapse into 
near-slang and lower the whole tone 
of the piece. In addition to causing 
titters among the audience, which, 
| otherwise, was held in rapt silence 
throughout, ‘Listen, you iwo’ and 
| ‘as nice as ninepence’ sound much 
| too pat. 


| As is, there’s a 50-50 chance for 
Broadway. With strong exploitation 
}and promation through church 


| groups, there could be a happy fu- 
ture at a moderate top. Gilb. 


MAN FROM THE BAND 


Boston, July 19 


Comedy-drama itn three acts, five scenes, 
by Martha Pittenger, presented by Theatre 
of the Fifteen, directed by Hale McKeen 
with ets by Budward Sheffeld; at Oslter- 
ville Playhouse, Osterville, Mass., July 18, 
1'40; $1.65 top , 
Louisa Channing — Mary Greene 
Eliza Channing. ...ccec- Mlisabeth Cope 
Paul Sherman Richard C. Sullivan 
Melba, maid ereT TT re Barbara Cook 
Ernie Craig, piano Larry Sothern 
Bess Brown, voealist Barbara Parmley 
The Boss, leader of band..Frank Rollinger 
} Ted Little, drums Tames Crow 
| Tack Ford. wuitar Willard Thompson 
| Dolly Wellington, specialties...Louise Long 


| ‘A Man. from the Band’ is all set 
| for Broadway and Hollywood, has all 
|the elements of a hit for either 
medium, and its production here 
|definitely establishes the producers, 
|Theatre of the Fifteen, as an or- 
ganization which merits close watch- 
/ing by the trade. The author, Martha 
|Pittenger, is a member of this co- 
operative group, which also boasts a 
|commendable troupe of actors. Soe 
ably cast are they this week, thar 
;one would suspect Miss Pittenger 
wrote the play for the players. This 
is not the case, however, for she 
turned it out before she joined The 
Fifteen 

In this play, about a swing-band 
arranger crashing society and 
marrying a wealthy girl, Miss Pit- 
tenger catches not only the perspec- 
tive of the dance musician but also 
peppers the dialog with the McCoy 
in hep lingo. But in no sense is this 
a jitterbug opus. It is a thoroughly 
believable examination of what 
|might happen were a society girl to 
|cross the tracks and marry a man 
already wedded to his music. 
| Never lagging for a moment and 
jalways in control, ‘Man from the 
| Band’ moves swiftly in the pace of 
‘its people and tosses up one slick 
| Situation after another. 
Entire cast merit praise and a flock 
/of curtain calls bear out this opinion. 
Most newsworthy is Larry Sothern, 
former bandleader and singer, who 
shows good promise in his new field. 
He has a role that is difficult in 
spots, but he makes his part very 
real and worthwhile. Sothern gave 
up his singing when he lost his 
voice completely through a throat 

(Continued on page 43) 
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Heat Clips Bway After Early Lift: 
Father, $18,000, ‘Night’ Down to 116 





Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (comedy), D (drama), 
(revue), M F 
O (operetta). 


] 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 46th St.! 
(33d week) (M-1,375; $4.40). Busi- | 
ness improved first part of last week, 
but in the final two days a heat wave 
descended and attendance weakened; 


(musical), (farce), 


around $18,000 for this musical 
stayer. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 


(96th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Takings 
up here, too, for most of the week; 
laugh revue holds its position as one 
of the most popular in years; rated! 
over $21,000. 

‘Ladies in Retirement,’ Miller (17th 
week) (D-940; $3.30). One of the 
first attractions to go to the road; will 
jump to the Coast for early Septem- 
ber start: another three weeks: | 
around $6,000 and said to turn some 
profit at that level. | 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (37th 
week) (C-1,095; $3.30). Easily the 
top draw among straight shows; al- 
though off somewhat on lower floor | 
some nights, packs ‘em in upstairs 
and little under the winter pace; 
over $18,000 again quoted. 

‘Louisana Purchase,’ Imperial (sth | 


week) (M-1,450; $4.40). Riding on 
high with standees some perform- 
ances except on torrid Saturday; | 


rated around $33,000, which is away 
over nearest contender. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Mu- 
sic Box (40th week) (C-1,012; $3.30). 


Came back somewhat as expected 
for laugh show, which_ topped 
straight plays during winter in 


point of gross; approximated $11,500. 

‘Separate Rooms.’ Plymouth (17th 
week) (C-1,075; $3.30). Costs little | 
io operate and still expected to last 
through heated period; with aid of 
liberal cut-rating the takings were 
about $5,500. 

‘The Male Animal,’ Cort (28th 
week) (C-1,064: $3.30). Among the 
winter winners; but like most other 
successes has been affected; expec- 
tant of sticking through summer; 
$7,000 estimated. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ Alvin 


(12th week) (D-1,375: $3.30). Ona 
seven-performance basis; Saturdays 
out. but an extra matinee; still 
talked about as most timely drama 
in a generation and slated into fall 
period; $11,000. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (254th 


week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Finally slated 
1o close after another three weeks 
(ast performance announced for 
Aug. 17): has run more than six and 
one half years; a record; down under 
$3,000. 

‘Walk With Music,’ Barrymore. 
Taken off last Saturday after play- 
ing six weeks; operated in the red 
through that period; about $6,000; 
much too low for musical. 

Suspended Musicals 

‘Higher and Higher,’ Shubert: due 
to relight Aug. 5; boxoffice open. 

‘Keep Off the Grass,’ Broadhurst; 
expecied to resume late next month 
with number of cast changes. 


‘WIDOW, $14,060, 
GOOD IN L’VILLE 


Louisville, July 23. 
of 


Iroquois 


open alr 


Fifth 
shows 


week summer 


at Amphitheatre 
perform- 
Widow.’ 


esti- 


wound up with an added 
ance Sunday (21) of ‘Merry 
On seven performances, 
mated gross was $14,000. 

Robert Shafer and Nancy McCord 


the 


carried buik of the singing and act- 
ing chores in ‘Widow,’ with Jack 
Sheehan scoring in a dancing spe- 
Cialty. 

Final week's show is ‘Countess 
Maritza,” opening yesterday (Mon- 
day). Extra performance will again 
be added to this week's bill, bring- 
ing season to a close on Sunday (28). 


Magic Show N.S.G. 
In Det. at $5,000 


Detroit, July 22 

After two weeks of socko business 
with the Al Jolson-Ruby Keeler- 
Martha Raye musical, ‘Hold Onto 
Your Hats,’ the Cass suffered a bad 
letdown with Dariel Fitzkee’s ‘Magic 
in the Air.’ 

Show failed to draw because of 
lack of boxoffice names (it features 
international magicians). and pulled 
out after taking approximately $5.- 
000 for week’s run. Top asking price 
was $1.65 nights, $1.10 matinees. 

The Cass marked the end of its 
summer season with ‘Magic’ and the 
house is expected to remain dark un- 
til September. i 


* 
R 


here 


| ‘Meet 


Memphis Rain Washes 
Gut ‘James’ to $3,600 


Memphis, July 23. 
Local strawhat musica] sagged 
badly last week as the rains came 


almost daily. One night was stormed | 


| out completely and couple of others 
| were almost total losses with deluge 


up to curtain time. Final take for 
week was approximately $3,600, 
show being ‘Little Jessie James.’ 


with Alexander Gray, Ethel Taylor 
and Don Gautier. 


Memphis Open Air Theatre is op- 


erating on $5,200 weekly budget and | 
came out slightly ahead on the first | 


week with ‘Merry Widow.’ Still has 
three weeks to go. 
Current week: ‘Naughty Marietta.’ 


‘Skylark’ in Four L. A. 
Shows Nifty $7,500; 
‘People’ Ends 30th Wb. 


Los Angeles, July 23. 

Gertrude Lawrence is closing Bilt- 
more 4939-40 season with a nine-day 
engagement in ‘Skylark,’ winding up 
Saturday (27). Piece opened run 
(18) and first four perform- 
ances piled up juicy $7,500, with no 
advance in prices for opening night. 
the People’ wound up 30 
weeks in Hollywood (19) and moved 





with Martha Raye 


to the Geary, San Francisco, with a| 


second edition replacing at the Play- 
house, Hollywood. 

Biltmore opens its 1940-41 season 
Aug. 9 with two weeks run of Flora 
Robson in ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ 
Company now playing at the 
Henry Miller theatre in New York 
and jumps direct to Los Angeles by 
special train. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Skylark,’ Biltmore (1,656: 
Long-awaited appearance of Ger- 
trude Lawrence winding up season 
at the downtown legit with substan- 
tial grosses. Take on first four per- 
formances reached $7,500, with extra 

chairs necessary on opening night. 

‘Meet the People,’ Playhouse. Hol- 
Ivwood (1,100; $1.65). Revue wound 
up 30th week (18) with strong $5.500 
and moved to San Francisco, with 
second edition replacing. 


PHILIP GOODMAN DIES 
AT 55 IN NEW YORK 


Philip Goodman, former producer 


is 


$2.75). 


and author who presented several 


musical-comedy successes on Broad- 


way and was also interested in the 
presentation of a number of straight 
shows, died of a heart attack Satur- 
day (20) in New York at the age of 
55. He had been inactive as a man- 
ager in recent seasons, devoting his 


He hz 
Shubert 


time to writing plays. 
rangement with Lee 
their presentation. 


id an ar- 


for 


Hit musicals under his banner in- 
cluded ‘Ramblers,’ which made a run 
at the Lyric, N. Y., with Clark and 


McCullough and Marie Saxon in the 
cast, and ‘Poppy.’ which afforded 
W. C. Fields his first speaking part 
Madge Kennedy made her musical 
debut in ‘Poppy’, which played the 
Times Square. Other Goodman mus!- 
cals which did well, too, were ‘Dear 


Sir’ and ‘Five o’Clock Girl’. He came 
a cropper with ‘Rainbow’, presented 
in 1928 at the Gallo (now the New 
Yorker), that show having a Vincent 
Youmans score Though the } 

did not last long, the performance of 
Charles Ruggles attractea talent 
scouts and he landed solidly in Hol 


lywood 
Broadway 
Old Soak 


Goodman’s first try at 
was a hit comedy, “The 
presented by Arthur Hopkins at the 
Plymouth. Play was by the late Don 
Marquis and had a bootlegger back- 
ground, one of the show’s lines ‘Al’s 


Here’: becoming a vogue. Goodman 
was associate producer and then 


went on his own. Straight plays he 
presented were ‘Among the Marriea,’ 
‘The Wild Man of Borneo’ and 
‘Washington Heights.’ 

Scripts of his own plays are now 
in circulation. Shuberts tried out 
‘Lady at Large.’ but it was not 
brought in. Considered a much bet- 


|ter play is “Birth of a Hero,” which 
‘has not been produced. Prior to en- 


tering show business, Goodman was 
an expert in writing advertising copy 
in Philadelphia and New York. 


Current Road Shows 


(Week of July 22) 


‘Hold on to Your Hats’ (Al Jol- 
son, Ruby Keeler, Martha Raye)— 
Grand Opera House, Chicago. 

“Meet the People’—Geary, 
Francisco. 

‘Meet the People’ 
Playhouse, Hollywood. 


‘Life With Father’—Blackstone, 
Chicago, 
‘Skylark’ (Gertrude Lawrence)— 


Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
‘Scarlet Virgin’—Mayan, Los An- 
geles, 


JOLSON FORTE 
324,000 IN CH 


Chicago, July 23. 

Al Jolson had a great personal 
opening in ‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ 
remaining to 
Share audience honors with him. 
Show opened to $5.50 top and just 
missed a sellout, and then went to 
$3.85, an unusual high top for Chi- 
cago, particularly these days. Last 
—— Follies’ here played at that 
scale, 

_With the top, however, the mu- 
sical turned in a fine initial session 
and figures possibility of going 
longer than its four-week minimum 
Jolson is working with a cane and a 
cast on his’ broken right foot, but 





this is not hindering business. | sical, Knickerbocker Holiday, ae 

‘Life With Father’ continues to ex- | 24" one-week stand = the Mu-| 
cellent business in the Blackstone|"icipal Theatre = Assn’s alfresco 
with remarkably little variation| Playhouse in Forest Park last night 
from capacity business in view of| (Monday). Threats of rain were on 
the season, weather and length of | tap all day and opening grossed only 
the run. | estimated $3,000. 


Slated for Labor Day getaways in | 


Chicago are ‘Male Animal,’ Selwyn, 
and ‘Too Many Girls,’ in Grand 
Opera House. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Hold Onto Your Hats,’ Grand (1st 
week) (1,300; $3.85). 
opener came through to fine initial 
stanza of $24,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(22nd week) (1,200: $2.75). Demo- 
cratic convention dented gross more 
than $1,000 and gross slipped to 
$11,500 





Strawhats 


Continued from page 42 


MAN FROM THE BAND 


ailment: and he could not speak in- 
telligibly for months until after a 
great many operations abroad. 
Mary Greene, the rich girl, 
Barbara Parmley, as the swing 
singer, and Richard Sullivan, in the 
role of the weak, rich boy, all click 
in major parts. Louise Long, as a 
baby-talking dilly, and James Crow, 
Willard Thompson and Frank Rol- 
linger, as musicians, all dish out 
some good comedy, while Elisabeth 
( gives the Boston aunt just the 





as 


Ope 
right touch without going overboard. 
But Miss Pittenger gets the big fan- 
fare for penning a swell story al- 
most fool-proof for playing. Fox. 


NO LACK OF MERIT 


Litchfield, Conn., July 17. 


Tr: p t three cts by Randolph Pres- 


Jess Wynne: settings |! 


tchfield Hills 


t € re iyé starting July 16, 1940; 
Allen Mz Randolph Preston 
S\ a Goodinan...........Doroth Darling 
I Martin... ccoceceecs Mary Fischer 
Lill PePrrrrrrrrer er cry Lucinne Lorrimer 
Ani NE. cosccececes Dora Sayers 
ce ESOT. « i ake eceesees less Wynne 
Mr. 4 Warren Young 


Coroner's report of this play would 
read ‘stillborn.’ Nor could the best 
surgical and medical men of the le- 
git field ever put life into its lifeless 


body. 

Poorly written, directed, acted (all 
members of the cast had difficulty 
remembering their lines), the play 
deals specifically with an anti-con- 
cription theme. Anti-semitism prob- 
em is also touched on by the author 
Granting that the play had all the 
topnotch qualities that would nor- 

ally bring it to Broadway, it still 
VOU have a tough grind ahead of 

Thoroughly saturated with the 


recent months, John Q. Pub- 
literary trade re- 
is turning to escapist reading. 
Same would be true in his play- 
seeing. It’s timely. though, as con- 
scription talk has been consistently 
making page one of the dailies for 
weeks. 

Play centers about a young blood 
and thunder pulp writer who wants 
to do the world good through seri- 
ous writing. Slowly going blind, he 
drops his pulp activities for the 
heavier stuff, concentrating on anti- 
conscription writing. Feels that he 
is only person who can stop the draft 
of America’s manhood, which he be- 
vieves will in no time lead the na- 
tion into war. When measure is 
passed, he returns to the pulp field, 
pro tem., bitter in soul, determined 
to again try to work for the social 
betterment of man at a later date. 


Eck. 


Nar in 


lic (according to 





Y ris) 


port 


n 


(2d edition)— 


With $5.50 top | 


6 Agcys. Testing Constitutionality 





‘Morning Star’ Gets 
$4,000 In A.C. W’k 


t 
| Atlantic City, July 23. 
| ‘Morning Star,’ with Molly Picon 
|and Joseph Buloff, grossed approxi- 
|mately $4,000 for week ending Sun- 
day (21) at Garden Pier theatre. It 
| was Miss Picon’s first visit to A. C. 
in four years, at which time she did 
ia play and a short time later ap- 
|peared in a vaude sketch at Sieel 
| Pier. 
This week: ‘Pins and Needles’ 
| playing Garden Pier. 


Rain Threat in St. L. 
| Keeps ‘Knick. He'iday’ 
| With Barton Down to 36 


} 


is 





St. Louis, July 23 
| First local presentatiton of the 
| Maxwell Anderson-Kurt Weill mu- 


James Barton returns to the 
boards for the first time in this 
|since he tossed overboard the role 
of Jeeter in ‘Tobacco Road,’ which 
he played for more than five years. 
His right leg is doubled back and 
concealed beneath his costume to 
carry the Peter Stuyvesant role. He 
copped copious audience approval 
with his cavorting on the wooden 
pin, and his warbling. Hope Man- 
ning, making first bow of current 
season, scored in the leading femme 
role, repeating successes achieved 
in the open air theatre during the 
1938 and 1939 seasons. Others who 
click are Arthur Kent. New York 
met prizewinner, John Gurney, met 
basso, and Stanley Harrison, English 
comedian. 

‘Good News,’ aided by summer re- 
sort weather, closed seven-night en- 


gagement Sunday (21) with a take 
of approximately $36,000, good. 
Strong opposish was encountered 
from a huge convention and other 
outdoor activities. More than 62,000 
saw the piece, which proved the 
third best draw of the current sea- 
son 


JAMES O’NEILL IN 
FRENCH HOSP. N.Y. 


James O'Neill, former actor who 


has been on the staff of Equity in 
New York for many vears. is il] with 
pneumonia at the French Hospital 


He had but recently recovered from 
a sprained back due to a fall 
over a considerable period he 


and 
con- 


tracted a number of ailments. 
Despite all this, his exceptionally 
keen sense of humor was rarely 
dulled. 


His most serious mishap occurred 
when he was in silent pictures, in 
which he worked when _§ studios 
operated in Fort Lee, N. J. O'Neill 
fell down the Palisades while rid- 
ing a horse, fracturing his skull and 
neck vertebrae. A year or SO ago, a 








leg vein burst and a rubber bandage 
was required so that he could get 
about Understood he has a Iver 
plate in his head. 

O'Neill is a graduate dentist and 
practiced in Philadelphia, but quit 
the profession and went on the stage. 
He was a melodramatic leading man 
and appeared in stock for many seéa- 
SOnS 

o 
Legit Cues 
Joan Miller, legit actress and 


singer, has changed her name to Joan 
Mercer. 

Walter Wagner 
venthal’s ‘See My 
tion. 

Virginia Campbell 
dance short 

George Abbott is a smal) 
part in the screen production of “Too 
Many Girls,’ which he is producing 
and directing. 

Ruth Holden will replace Shirley 
Booth when ‘The Philadelphia Siory” 
resumes its road tour in the fall. 


staging Jules Le- 
Lawyer’ produc- 


doing a color 


nlayvin 


oa 
pPreVine 


_which contend that the new 


~— OFN.Y. Ticket Law, Timing Suit 
With License Dept'’s First Move 


Synchronized with the delayed 
move of Paul Moss, license commis- 
sioner for New York, who called 
ticket brokers and managers’ repre- 
sentatives to his office to explain 
new regulations drawn up by him 
and the police department, a suit was 
filed Friday (19) in N. Y. supreme 
court, On behalf of six agencies 
siate 
ticket law, called the Miichell bill, is 
unconstitutional. It is the test case 
planned since Governor Lehman 
signed the measure and papers were 
served on Moss and Police Commis- 
sioner Lewis J. Valentine. 


Upon being served with the sum- 


|mons, Moss postponed the session 
with the ticket men. Indicated the 
legal proceeding was the reason, 


though he stated he would be out 
of the city. 

William A. Hyman, former asistant 
State attorney general, was retained 
by the brokers. He explained that 
the penalties for violating the law, 
which limits the premium on all 
tickets at 75c, are so severe the 
brokers were forced to initiate the 
action to determine its constitution- 
ality. It provides for a fine of $250 
for each violation and the liability 
of revocation of the license, although 
the law has not actually started to 
function. With the papers return- 
able next Monday (29) the suit acts 
as a stay for putting the Mitchell 
bill into force. 

Brokers’ attorney believes the law 
is not constitutional because it vio- 
lates the property rights provision in 
the 14th amendment. He says the 
bill is a replica of a measure passed 
in 1922 which limited premiums on 
tickets to 50c and which was ruled 
out by the U. S. supreme court as 
price-fixing. Hyman adds that, 
the new measure applies only to the 
City of New York it was passed il- 
legally because the stat- constitution 
provides that such legislation must 
first be requested by the governing 
body of each locality affected. No 
such request was made, it is averred. 

New law ties up with the ticket 
code under which the agencies have 


as 


been operating, but the code only 
pertains to legitimate attractions, 
while the law includes sports, con- 


certs, etc., as well. 
Old Ruling May Be Reversed 
Those who have furthered ticket 
control concede the high tribunal's 
rejection of the 1922 statute, but be- 
lieve that, as the complexion of the 
has changec 


supreme court since 
then, a reversal would be likely. Hy- 
man also contends that agencies 
make only a small profi: without 


price limitations, that the new law 
may make it impossible for them to 
continue in business. 


Objections are made tw the regu- 
lations surrounding the new law, re- 
quiring all employees to be finger- 


printed, prohibiting resale of tickets 
from one broker to another, sub- 
jecting them to criminal prosecuti« 
for violations. Set forth that there 
were 74 new plays produced last sea- 
son, Of which 51 were failures. 
Critics are quoted to indicate that 
the onus could be put upon the 
brokers for the flops. 

Total ticket sales as set forth in 
the papers amounted to $12,658,800 
during a period of 991 playing weeks 


n 


last season Previous season the 
total was $12,751,000, when there 
were 1,061 playing weeks. Tickeis 
for sporting events are sometimes 
unreturnable and the risk of loss is 
higher than for theatres, which ac- 
cept all returns. Complaint con- 
cludes that the small return « 

high-priced tickets is unreasonable 
and that, as theatre attendance is a 
luxury, price regulation is not essen- 
tial for the protection of the public 


interest, health or morals 

Supplementary affidavit 
that well-to-do customers 
themselves of the service supplied by 
agencies, demanding the best loca- 
tions upon short notice and willing 
to pay additional cost for such serv- 
ice. Such patronage has charge ac- 
count service which calls for addi- 
tional expense to do business and 
there are losses sustained for bad 


contends 


vail 


debts. Brokers named in the com- 
plaint: Supreme, Kelly-Sullivan, T. 
Everett Naughton, Picadilly, City 


and Joseph Deutsch. All are of the 
Associated Theatre Ticket Agencies. 

In agencies the finger-printing 
regulation is resented. Evident in- 
tent is to check up on employees to 
find out if they have criminal rec- 


, ords. 
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Cowbarn Biz Better: ‘Lilacs’ Click, 


Miriam Hopkins 





Westport, Conn., July 23. 

‘Green Grow the Lilacs,’ with 
Betty Field, Mildred Natwick, Wins- 
ton O'Keefe and Arthur Hunnicutt, | 
and billed as directed by John Ford. | 
had a satisfactory week at the) 
Country playhouse here last week. | 
Sellout benefit party Tuesday night 
(16) helped, and _ business built 
steadily through the week on favor- | 
able word-of-mouth plus some boost 
from local reviews. 

Miss Field, who gave up a Holly- 
wood layofft-with-pay to fly east for 
the engagement, gave an exceptional 
performance in the lead part created 
by June Walker, while Miss Natwick 
was also praised in the Helen West- 
ley role, and O’Keefe and Hunnicutt 
were varyingly impressive. Produc- 
tion is playing the McCarter theatre, 
Princeton, N. J., this week, in ex- 
change for the latter’s presentation 
of ‘The Bat,’ with Claudia Morgan. 

Next week Miss Field will do 
‘Coquette’ at New Hope, Pa. How- 
ever, she expects to be called back 
shortly by Paramount to begin shoot- 
ing ‘Little Shepherd of the Hills,* 
which is currently getting final 
script doctoring. 

Although John Ford had agreed to 
stage ‘Lilacs’ here and was expected 
right up until opening night, he 
never appeared. Reached by phone 
several times by John Haggatt, co- 
director of the playhouse, he ex- 
plained he was held on the Coast by 
film commitments, but expected to 
get away in a day or two. Actual 
direction, which was_ generally 
praised, was handled -by Haggait, 


| about $4.000. 


SR.0,, Dennis Big 


take. Last week's bill, ‘Our Betters,’ 
with Constance Collier, grossed | 
about $3.300 on eight performances 
at a $1.65 top ($2.20 Saturday night). 
Previous week pulled around $3,400 
on ‘Yes, My Darling Daughter.’ This 
week is ‘The Affairs of Anatol’ and 
next. week Betty Field in ‘Coquette.’ 
Operating expense is approximately 
$2,500 a week and capacity gross 


Some business comes from nearby 
residents, but most is from Phila- 
delphia, Trenton, Easton, Doylestown 
and quite a few people from New 
York, particularly weekends. As is 
true of Philadelphia legit, business 
is usually light early in the week, 
turnaway Fridays and Saturdays. 
Theatre is one of the few strawhats 
in the country with air cooling and 
a turntable stage. 





20° Boost at Cape Playhouse 
Dennis, Mass., July 23. 

Grosses at the Cape playhouse are 
running approximately 20% ahead of 
last year, according to Richard Al- 
drich, operating the spot for the 
third straight semester. Subscrip- 
tions are about 30% over previous 
levels, it’s stated. 

This week’s bill is Joe E. Brown in 
‘Elmer the Great.’ Frances Farmer 
is rehearsing this week with Con- 
stance Collier in ‘Our Betters,’ hav- 
ing planed in from Hollywood for 
the engagement next week. 


Strawhat Tryouts 








who explained that he followed ideas 





(THIS WEEK) 





he and Ford mapped out together in 
Hollywood last spring. 

Part played by O’Keefe had first 
been announced for John Payne, but 
the latter backed out because of film 
assignments. Ward Bond was billed 
for the heavy, but he likewise failed 
to show, so Hunnicutt took that role. | 4t 


(Opened Monday (22), unless other- 
wise noted) 

‘A Man's House,’ by John Drink- | 
water, at Chapel theatre, Great 
Neck, L. I 
‘The Hard Way,’ by Allen Boretz, | 

Lakewood theatre, 





Skowhegan, | 





| Me. | 
| 
"ase . ‘Salute Tomorrow,’ by Marjorie | 
Miriam Hopkins Draws [y.csra and. Gladys Raabe. 


at | 
Big $4,500 in White Plains |Coun'y theatre, Suffern, N.Y. 
; _ | “The Walrus and the Carpenter,’ | 
Miriam Hopkins, guest-starring in| by Noel Langley, at Farragut thea- 
‘The Guardsman’ last week at the/tre, Rye Beach, N. H. (opened last 
Ridgeway theatre, White Plains, | night—Tuesday). 
N. Y., drew virtually a capacity gross ‘Lot’s Wife,’ by Peter Blackmore, 
of $4,500. It was the third sellout }at Community theatre, Spring Lake, 
out of the four weeks the strawhat|N. J. (opens tonight—Wednesday). 
has been open this season, Opening ‘Deny the Heart,’ by John Simon 


}in show 





two weeks went clean with the re- 
vue tryout, ‘Two Weeks with Pay,’ 
and the third involved a small loss 
on Grace George in ‘Kind Lady.’ 
House seats 504, at $2.20 top. Al- 
though it failed to break even due to 
the heavy production nut, 


worthwhile investment as the musi- 
cal is slated for Broadway presenta- 
tion this fall and the tryout revealed 
necessary revisions. 

This week’s bill at the spot is Ethel 
Barrymore in ‘School for 
Only other tryout of the season will 
be ‘The World Walks In,’ script held 
by John Golden, which will be 
preemed the week of Aug. 12. 





Bucks County Biz Better 
New Hope, Pa., July 23. 
Bucks County theatre, in its sec- 
ond season, is running somewhat 
ahead of last semester’s profitable 




















Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 




















EDDIE 
GARR 


America’s Distinctive Entertainer 
CURRENTLY 
CAL-NEVA LODGE 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 
# 


Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 


despite | 
sellout business, ‘Pay’ was figured a | 


Scandal.’ | 


Rodell, at Parrish Memorial 
Southampton, L. I. 
Wednesday ). 

‘Lee of Virginia,’ by Edward Boy- 


Hall, 
(opens tonight— 








kin, at Barter theatre, Abingdon, 
Va. (opens tomorrow—Thursday). | 
(NEXT WEEK) 
| (Open July 29, wnless 

noted) 


|Ferry Munsell, Jr.. at McCarter | 
| theatre, Princeton, N. J. 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ revue by | 
| Kurt Kaszner, Rudi Revil, John La-| 
|Touche and others, at Red Barn} 
| theatre, Locust Valley, L. I. 
| ‘The Royal Roost,’ by Richard | 
| Divenger, at Stanford (Conn.) Com- | 
|munity playhouse. 

| ‘Cross Your Fingers,’ by Eddie| 
| Nugent, at Hunterdon Hills play- 
| house, Jutland, N. J. 


| ‘Fallen Angels,’ by Noel Coward. | 
lat Cross Roads theatre, Bailey's | 


|Cross Roads. Va. 
‘Summer Heat,’ by Everett Glass, | 
j}at Coach House theatre, Oconomo- |} 
| woe. Wis. | 
| ‘Wind in the Sails.” by Dan To-| 
itheroh, at Community theatre, 
| Spring Lake. N. J. (opens July 31). 
‘The White Pony,’ by Marion 
Lloyd, at Woodstock (N. Y.) play- 
| house (opens Aug. 1). 





Cillmore 
Continued from page 41 


around $40,000, it is estimated. The 
| affiliates which may write the items 
| off their books. Formation of the 
|; American Guild of Variety Artists to 
| supplant the AFA was another cost- 
ly move, mainly due to its loans 
| from other talent unions from time 
to time. Equity for one will not 
consider cancellation of advances 
made to AGVA. | 

At the Four A’s meeting a com- 
mittee was named to work out fur- 
ther economies and it is expected 
that the present offices will be dis- 
pensed with. Those named to con- 
sider ways and means vrere: Paul 
Dulizell, Equity; Emily Holt, Amer- 
ican Federation of Radio Artists, and 
Fiorence Marsten, of the Screen 

















, Actors Guild in New York. 


ceed | part: 
otherwise | «we in the theatre field are fa- 
| ‘By Any Other Name, by Warren | miliar with the charge of red-baiting. 


| Similarly, we of Theatre Arts Com- 


| atre Arts 


| work in 


| coin was obtained by loans from the | 





oe tte te 


Actors Fund Ist Benefit 


Saratoga Springs, July 23. 

The first big Actors Fund benefit | 
in the history of Saratoga Springs | 
will be started at Convention Hall | 
here Aug. 18. Announcement of | 
this was made by Daniel Frohman, | 
who will come to the Spa via special | 
car with a group of Broadway 
‘names’ on that day. 
Sue Seymour Cooke is due here} 
this week to handle the business | 
end. | 


Sherman-Webb’s Play 


Primed for Luella Gear 





| 
| 





Charles Sherman and Kenneth 
Webb are collaborating on a straight 
comedy about divorce, tentatively 
titled ‘50 Ways to I> It. Luella | 
Gear, for whom it’s intended, has | 
okayed the first draft, and the pair | 
are now writing in the dialog. It’s} 
slated for fall presentation on Broad- | 
way, but the production setup isn't 
revealed. 

Sherman was co-author of last sea- | 
son’s ‘Streets of Paris,’ while Webb | 
wrote the book of ‘Gay Divorce’ and | 
has more recently been active in| 
radio scripting. He's in the B.B.D. | 
& O. radio department. Miss Gear | 
appeared in both ‘Streets’ and ~~ 
vorce,’ 





Equity-Reds 
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printed in Equity’s monthly maga- 
zine. 

Committee appeared to have been 
the principal basis for the charges, 
but only some of the counciliors 
named belong to TAC. Latter itself 
has issued a denial that it is vem | 
munistic. It was charged with being | 
a front for that party and at least 
one who believes so declared he 
would prove it. 

So far no such proof has been 
forthcoming, nor has any individual 
business been definitely 
identified as being Red. Despite 
TAC’s protestations, an Equity leader 
stated that the text of its house or- 
gan clearly indicates a leaning, if 
not liking for the Red principles, | 
even subsequent to the tieup be- 
tween Stalin and Hitler, which 
doubtless alienated some groups who 
previously were supposed to have 
radical tendencies. 

TAC Denies Red Leanings 

TAC, in a letter to Lambertson, 
sets forth its objectives as princi- 
pally the defense of civil liberties, 
raising the standard of living and 
further security of its members. Its 
letter to Lambertson denying that it 
is Communistic ‘or any other istic,’ 
over the signature of its executive 
secretary, Adelaide Bean, reads in 





We still remember when Frank Gill- 
more, presently president of the 
Four A’s, was accused of being a 
bolshevik merely because he was a 
leader of the actors’ strike in 1919. 





mittee are accustomed to the charge 
of being red. We have answered it 
again and again, in public rallies, 
and in the public press. If it is nec- 
essary, we say once more then: The- 
Committee is not Com- 
munistic or any other istic, but it is | 
a democratic organization responsi- | 
ble at all times to its membership. 
The four things for which Theatre 
Arts Committee stands are eminently | 
reasonable and devoutly to be de- | 
sired, it seems to us, by all men of | 
good will. They are: increased se- | 
curity*and more jobs*for those who | 
the entertainment field, a | 
resolute fight against America’s in- | 
volvement in the war, a defense of 
our American civil liberties, and the 


| defense and exiension of our Amer- 


ican democratic culture. 

‘It follows, then, that membership 
in the Theatre Arts Committee is not | 
de facto a reason to charge any in- 
dividual with being subversive. We 
of Theatre Arts Committee are 
alarmed at your statement, because 
we see in it a subversive effort to 
split the unions in the entertainment 
field; we do not wish to see show 
business unions weakened and dis- 
tracted from their efforts to raise the 
living standard and further the se- 
curity of their members, by the ir- 
responsible fulminations of an ill- 
informed individual. We are in- 
clined to believe that you are try- 
ing to smear the Theatre Arts Com- 
mittee and the progressive indi- 
viduals of the entertainment field 
because they want peace for Amer- 
ica, and are doing more for the cause 
of peace than merely talking about 
it. Is. that ‘red,” Congressman 
Lambertson?’ 





| mutual consent. 





No More Opera Fees 
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has not been allowed to sign one 
singer. One of the most important 
features of the AGMA-Met contract 
is the complete elimination of the 
old franchise agreement about which 
so much controversy has raged dur- 
ing the past few years. This agree. 
ment, which placed the manage- 
ment of the Met in complete control 
of its singers both during the 16- 
week season and after it, allowed the 
management to decide whether or 
not to allow singers to accept out- 
side agreements. In radio especially, 
NBC paid the Met for the rights to 
use its artists, and then deducted 
certain percentages from the singer's 
salary to make up this fee. Money 
deducted ranged from $50 to $250 
for top radio salaries and the Met 
was able in some instances, to re- 
fuse permission to its singers to ap- 
pear in public performances. Under 
the new contract, the off season is 
taken completely from the Met's 
hands, and if the company is not 
using a singer during the regular 
season On a specific date, the Met 


allow favors which might not be 
granted to artists of similar ability). 

If any member of AGMA fails to 

eep his Met contract or breaches it 
in any way, the Met may file a com- 
plaint with AGMA who will disci- 
pline the singer. 

Any controversy arising out of the 
contratt shall be settled by arbitra- 
tion in accordance with the rules of 
the American Arbitration Assn. 

Kither party may demand such 
arbi‘ration in writing which demand 
shall include the name of the arbi- 
trator appointed by it. Within 
three days the other side shall ap- 
point its arbitrator with both ar- 
bitrators appointing a third within 
five days. Hearings shall be on two 
days’ notice and shall last no more 
than 14 days. Awards shall be made 
within seven days of that period and 
shall be binding on both sides. 

Three-Year Limit 

The Met may engage a singer for 
no more than three-year period, in- 
cluding options. This eliminates the 


old five-year agreements made with |may not unreasonably refuse the 
such singers as Enrico Caruso, singer permission to appear else- 
The dates of the appearance of the | where. 


engaged singers at the Met shall be 
fixed by the Met in its absolute dis- 
cretion. If an artist is engaged for 
five performances or less during a 
season, the dates shall be fixed by 





‘Road’ Closing 


Continued from page 41 











was invariably higher than in New 
York, where the scale has been 
lower for three years. Most engage- 


The Met is granted for a period 
of one year, the exclusive right with- 


= = B.. ments out of town were from three 
reeceas: San to four times the gross at the 
stage any performances, concerts or Forrest 


engagements in which the artist ap- 
pears, by wireless, radio telephony, 
or any means now in use. The Met 
shall have the right to use the art- 


50 Losing Weeks 
Admitted that ‘Road’ had at least 
50 losing weeks, but these were more 


ist’s name in publicity for the broad- 
cast or persons or companies spon- 


| soring these broadcasts, but no name 


or photograph can be used to spon- 
sor a broadcast without the written 
consent of the artists involved. 

This clause eliminates the pos- 
sibility of commercial sponsorship 
without payment, unless the name 
of the artist is not used in the spon- 
sorship. Although AGMA’s agree- 
ment runs to 1943, it has granted the 
Met only one year, since none can 


predict the effects of Television 
should it suddenly become more 
marketable. 


The singer agrees during his en- 
gagement that he will not perform 
without the written consent of the 
Met in any other company, or under 


than equalized by the road profits. 
Low water mark was’ $2,200 last 
summer and it is claimed that the 
takings this summer were slightly 
above that figure. Several months 
ago the top was reduced to $1.10 af- 
ter having been lowered to $2.20 and 
$1.65 at various times. Idea of at- 
tempting to span another summer 
was based on the World’s Fair, but 
evidently the show has about used 
up vearly all of its visitor draw. 
‘Abie’ was playing at $3.30 top and 
never cut the scale, although it, too, 
was in cut-rates on many occasions, 

Deal is on for the film rights to 
‘Road,’ 20th-Fox being interested. 
Sale was dependent on the date of 
release, which is said to have been 
agreed on. Claimed bid for the 
rights is $150,000. There were five 


| sibilities of the singer’s appearing or | 


| checks 


any other management. However, . 
the written consent of the Met may | leads (Jeeter Lester) during the run, 
not be unreasonably wiihheld. the part being supposed to be actor- 
Artists need not be paid by the | Proof. They were Henry Hull, James 
Met for performances in which they | Barton, James Bell, Eddie Garr and 
were unable to appear through ill-| Will Geer. ; 
ness or otherwise being vocally or! Original managerial set-up was 
physically unfit. However, if the|Jack Kirkland, who adapted the 
Met engages an artist for a number | drama from Erskine Caldwell’s book, 
of performances, and then is un-| Sam H. Grisman and Harry Oshrin, 
able to cast the singer in these per-| with Anthony Brown, who staged 
formances it’s liable for the full| the show, said to be in on a percen- 
amount of the contract, whether the| tage. A year or so ago Grisman, 
singers appear or not. | who operated ‘Road,’ withdrew from 
An act of God and a war clause|the outfit, after going overboard 
is included in the contract provid-/| through leasing a number of Broad- 
ing in the latter case for two weeks | way theatres, guessing that the Fair 
notice for cancellation of contracts | would create a house shortage, which 
in any war in which the U. S. is| it didn’t 
involved, or in which its interests | 
are so affected as to hurt the pos- | 








Engagements 


Melissa Mason, Paul Draper, Mill 


the operas being given. AGMA and| 
the Met in inserting this clause had 


| in mind the possibility of sudden | yonte. Philip Loeb, Arthur Hunni- 


unpopularity in the U. S. of certain 
German or Italian singers and 
operas of both nations. The Met 


cutt, Ralph Bunker, Tess Gardella, 
Joseph Vitale, Fairfax, Loretta Say- 


2 , ers, Eric Roberts, ‘Little Dog 
remembers only too well, its forced | payched’ 
a of any Wagnerian per- Arlene Francis, Calvin Thomas, 
ormances in the first world war. Sidney Lumet, Frederic Tozere, 


The 


Met shall not be allowed to | ‘Journey to Jerusalem.’ 
deduct, 7 stags 7 


is : | e . 
educt discount, apply booking) Ernest Truex, Jean Dixon untitled 
fees, remit or in any other way take Kaufman-Hart play 
off compensation from an _ artist's | eum ne 

—-— ee - ---— _—— —— —_ 
salary, except such taxes as are re- 


quired by law, or fees due to AGMA. 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY! 


The singer may accept cash or 


from the Met without nota- 
tions that they represent payment 
in full and be entitled to later pay- 

ment of the missing amount. 

The standard dancers contract 

One of the largest imported hand- 

tufted rugs In the country. Impres- 

sively beautiful! Exceptional Crafts- 

manship! Mammoth Size! Unusual 

design in different tones of rich rose. 

















also in the main contract is similar 
to the singer’s contracts, providing 
the same protection, with the terms 
being the same as those listed above. 

The contract was signed for the 


ll oo ee Johnson, general |} i:ntire rug hand woven in one piece. 
Be or . e company. Mrs. Approximately 90 ft. long by 22 ft. 
Herbert Witherspoon, returning wide, Purchased by Mr I. J Fox 
” ’ * . ss ‘ be E é 
from a month's California visit|] ritth Avenue Furrier, for one of his 


yesterday (Tues.) also brought with 
her the signed contract of the Los 
Angeles and San Francisco opera 
companies, which, added to the Chi- quisite rug is offered for sale now is 
cago contract signed in May, gives) ‘hat it does not fit floor specifications. 
AGMA 100% representation in every | =! you can use this size rug, this is 
opera company of note in the U. S.|§ ‘1 buy of a lifetime! Rug may be 
Signing of the contract also allows|§ ‘¢e® by appointment enly. Call Mr. 
the Met to sign its singers for the|§ '-9mborian, CAledonia 5-41500. 
season starting Dec. 2. To date it 


fur salons, at the auction of Parson’s 
Shadow Lawn Estate at Long Branch 
last month. Only reason this ex- 
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Broadway . 


Antoinette Perry to Denver to visit 
mother. 

Dick Murray in Miami conferring 
with Max Fleischer. 

Fred Schang, Jr., 
Concerts, rusticating in Maine. 

Freddie and Rae Schader motored 
in from Detroit to visit Broadway. 





Stork Club being enlarged for | 


banquet and special party facilities. 
Barney Balaban weekended in 
New England visiting hs son at camp. 
Terry Turner returned to town 
Friday (19) from Bartlesville, Okla. 
and Chicago. 
Monty Gowthorpe just can’t fig- 


ure out that backgammon game and | 


how it’s played. 

Kenneth Clark, Hays office pub- 
licity chief, returned from 
week trip through Mexico. 

Joe Laurie, Jr. broke little finger 
walking the dog around, Mark 
Hanna broke big toe swimming. 

E. V. Richards’ health reported to 
have substantially improved. He's 
jn northern waters on his yacht. 

Bob Smeltzer, Warner's central 
district sales manager, in town last 
week to huddle with Roy Haines. 


Testimonial dinner to Al Hyde,’ 
legit treasurer, at No. 1 Elks Sept. 14. | 


Pat Liddy chairman of committee. 

Hattie Altoff, cafe booker with 
CRA, spells her name that way; not 
Althoff, as in last week’s Yola Galli 
ad. 


Michael Todd (‘without appendix’) | 


is the way his letterheads now read, 
since being discharged from Poly; 
clinic. 

Mother Leone leaving for Coast. 
Going away party tonight (Wed.) 
will have Rudy Vallee chief enter- 
lainer. 

Jim McFarland, who has _ just 
joined Par’s press book department, 


has 80 milk cows on a farm he owns | 


in Jersey. 

Lode Vroom off to Coast in ad- 
vance of ‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
which tours soon. Harry Essex now 
company manager. 

Robert B. Andrews, radio and 
scenario writer, back to the Coast 
yesterday (Tuesday) after biz hud- 
dies east for a week. 

Oscar Serlin has become a country 
squire, purchasing house and farm at 


Cornwall, Conn., owned by Dick Hal- | 


liday, Paramount story editor. 

Barrett McCormick flew Sunday 
night (21) to the Coast to look at 
new product and confer with RKO 
studio execs on ad campaigns, etc. 

Eddie Golden, Monogram’s sales 
manager, left Sunday (21) for Jack- 
sonville, Fla., to attend the South- 
eastern Theatre Owners convention 
there. 

Rodney Bush, publicity aide to 
Charles McCarthy, passing up sum- 
mer vacation to take his next winter. 
Too much work on new 20th-Fox 
product. 

Herman Fuchs, Pathe News music 


editor, and Jessie Lebson, who were | 


married Sunday (21), left immedi- 
ately afterward on a motor trip to 
California. 


Lily Pons and Andre Kostelanetz 


fo the Coast for concert dates and 
then to Honolulu for vacation. Hum- 
phrey Doulens advance-drum-beat- 
ing for the concerts. 

When Jerry Horwin, playwright 
end scenarist, returns to the Coast 
in early fall he’ll wed Betty Judell, 
associate editor of Architectural 
Forum. She's a Frisco girl. 

Hal Smith, Will Hays rep in Eu- 
rope for many years, back from Eu- 
rope with his family, another invol- 
untary evacuee from Paris, where 
he made his general headquarters 

Lewis Harmon, Broadway legit p.a., 
has turned in his notice as blurber 
for the Clinton Playhouse, Clinton, 
Conn., effective Aug. 3. He’ll bicycle 
through Connecticut and Massachu- 
setts. 

Dixie Tighe (Mrs. C. V. R. Thomp- 
son), N. Y. Post columnist, ‘adopting’ 
four children of Mrs. Christianson, 
wife of the London Express editor, 
who came over with them last week. 

Murray Powers, Akron VARIETY 
mugg, has been named an instructor 
in the journalism department at 
Kent State University, Kent, Ohio. 
Powers also is Sunday editor of the 
Akron Beacon Journal. 

Nana Gollner planing from Holly- 
wood to make her first New York 
appearance Aug. 1-2 in the title part 
in ‘Giselle’ with the Ballet Theatre 


at Lewisohn stadium. Tilly Losch 
making her debut the same night 
with the Ballet Theatre in ‘Goya 


Pastoral.’ 


Atlantic City 


Lenny Ross is at Cliquot 


Club. 


m.c, 


Andrews Sisters signed to appear | 


on Steel Pier August 4-10. 
Rose Brown, from ‘Hot Mikado,’ 
is featured at Paradise Club. 
Warner theatre now serving free 
coffee, hot or ecld, to patrons. 
Ralph Jones and trio featured at 
Club Rendezvous. Ned Katz m.c. 


Ina Ray Hutton and her all-male | 
on | 


orch playing Renault’s Tavern 
Boardwalk. 

Rlay Desmond Players will give 
“Susan and God’ this week in Vent- 
nor Pier Theatre. 

Charlie Arthur is m.c. of Rothwell 
Browne’s revue at Chez 
Boardwalk nitery. 

Alice, Burch, soprano, featured in 


of Columbia 


three- | 


Paree, | 


| third of series of Sunday night con- 
certs by Vincent E. Speciale on 

Ventnor Pier. 
| Alberto and his rhumba orch play- 
| ing at Herman's Music Bar. Dolly 
| Parker and Jimmie Solar vocalists. 
| Teva Gorodetsky and his gypsy orch 
returned for short turn, 

Helen Parks, formerly with Orrin 
| Tucker’s orch, singing in fashion- 
able Stratosphere Room of Tray- 
more beachfrontery. Bill Madden’s 
orch plays and Castane and Barry 
dance. Ben Perry is m. c. 

Al Donahue’s orch began week’s 
engagement on Steel Pier Saturday 
(20). Alex Bartha’s orch alternates. 
|The Vanderbilts, acrobatic tap danc- 
ers, head vaude bill with Ben Yost 
minstrels and Lewis and Van. 

Woody Herman's swing band be- 
' gan week at Hamid’s Million Dollar 
Pier Sunday (21). 
orch alternating. Vaude bill in- 
cludes Johnny Masters and Rowena 
Rollins and Claire and Shannon. 








Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 
Dorothy Waldo Phillips at Skytop. 

New ‘Skyrackets’ in the offing. 
NBC’s Fran’ Shinn announces 


| Wyckoff dept. store hour via WEST, | 


| Easton. 

| Maurice Dumoff’s Continentals 
playing in Penn-Stroud hotel's air- 

| conditioned grill. 

Frank L. Harris’ “Tink Wig Casino’ 
in Pike County raided by state 
liquor control board agents and state 
troopers following complaints. 

Buck Hill Players will present 
| Wesleyan University’s Paint 
Powder Club success, ‘The Commu- 
ter’ by Ralph Pendleton, July 26 at 
|The Inn, Buck Hill Falls. Author 
will direct. 

First annua] Pocono open bridge 
Buckwood Inn for 


|} tournament at 


Fred Waring, Shawnee and Buck- | two and a half years at the Victoria}. 
it | 


wood trophies. Mrs. Eli Culbertson, 
| Waldemar von Zedwitz and the Four 
Aces competing. 





7 
Wanger 
Continued from page 3 


| verstone, United Artists head, on dis- 
tribution of ‘Voyage’ and ‘Foreign 
Correspondent,’ both of which will 
be ready for release by September. 
‘Correspondent’ cost $1,440,000, and 
‘Voyage’ almost $1,000,000, as a result 
of which Wanger is taking a per- 


sonal hand in the selling to insure | 


their success. le revealed that he 


will start no more production until | 


late fall or perhaps the beginning 
of the year, while he determines 
how the current pair of films do. 
the meantime he'll travel through 
the country confabbing witn exhibs 
on the pix. 

‘Paid for Not Working’ 


On the cost situation, Wanger de- 
clared that one of the troubles is 
that many people are getting paid 
and not working. 

‘That isn’t carelessness,’ 
clared, ‘but part of the evolution of 
the business. When I started with 
Paramount, we were making 160 
pictures a year. Only five years ago 


I made 12 pictures in 13 months. 
Star and directors were making 10 
pictures a year. Now they don’t 


make more than three. As a result, 
people are paid who aren't working, 
but only gradual evolution will 
straighten the situation out.’ 

Among other observations by the 
producer was that radio is more 
conscious of its obligation to the 
public than pictures, because exhibs 
won't use ‘sustainers’ no matter how 
good, and despite the fact that they 


build up new film audiences. Will- 
ingness of exhibs to play unusual 
pictures would create more screen 


variety by giving producers incen- 
tive to get away from stereotyped 
material. He mentioned ‘Grapes of 
Wrath’ as an unusual picture put over 
by a great ad camapign and, in this 
regard, remarked that film adver- 
tising is as stereotyped as pictures. 
Plug for New Scund 


He also declared that the industry 
‘doesn’t know enough about itself’ 
and advocated more fact-finding 
such as Dr. George Gallup is now 
doing. Next revolutionary step in the 
industry, Wanger said, is as big as 


sound itself, will be the general use 
of the new stereophonic sound. It 
will bring on a whole flood of mu- 
sical pic because reproduction is so 
good: he predicted. 

Wanger said he is a great believer 
in eastern production and sympa- 
thized with Mayor LaGuardia’s cam- 
paign to bring 25% of all production 
to New York—if there were proper 
facilities. There aren't, however, he 
| said. 

‘The majority of the talent that 
Hollywood is now living on,’ Wanger 
declared, ‘was developed in the east. 
These players would have never 
been acceptable on the Coast, but 
they grew and developed in New 
York and that process could be con- 
tinued were there still production 
here.’ 


Eddie Morgan | 


and | 


In | 


London 


Abe Bacon, father of Max Bacon, 
| died at 59. 


| ‘Mein Kampf’ film. 
Lucille Lafarge, wife of Cecil Lyle, 
| getting over serious illness. 
| Vera Lynn, Ambrose’s crooner, is 
; now doing single act in vaudeville. 
| Reported here Howard Welsch is 
'dickering with RKO-Radio Pictures 
| for producer post. 
| Owen McGiveney in receipt of 
cable from his wife that he has be- 
,come poppa of a boy. 
Elizabeth Staviizki., 
mother of Raya Dolinoff (and Raya 
| Sisters) died in Paris. 
Madeleine Carroll 


received her 


‘final divorce decree from Captain | 
Philip Astley on June 24. | 
| Tom Arnold to tour Richard | 
|Tauber in revival of 

| Smiles,’ starting early in August. 

| Norman Thomas, Jr., 


| vaude here as Norman Thomas trio, 
| wed Fanny Holman, local dancer. 

| Associated British Pictures Corp.’s 
‘The Farmer's Wife,’ remake after 10 
years, will have two directors, Nor- 
man Lee and Leslie Arliss. 

Ada and Eddie Daros have split. 
Ada doing single in Wade-Ross tour- 
ing revue, while Eddie has taken 
their son in act, working as the Two 
Eddies. 

Joe Loss’ new vocalist, replacing 


Pyramid Productions have shelved | 
' 


Chick Henderson, who is on Govern- |! 


; ment munitions, is Bob Arden, 17- 
year-old son of Johnny Sharp, box- 
ing promoter. 


ance in the Municipal Theatre Assn.’s 
Forest Park theatre. 

Tony Martin of the screen and ra- 
|dio skedded for a one-night p.a. at 
the Forest Park Highlands, major 
|amusement park, Saturday (27). 
Gate receipts for one night at the 
| Cahokia, Ill., Speedway, midget auto 
| track across the river, were donated 
|to Johnny Bendel, who was injured 
| seriously in smashup two weeks ago. 

Art Kawell and Harold Burian, 
who will open the Casa 
dancery in South St. Louis next fall, 


Loma | 


‘and Al Damm, operator of the Col- | 


| linsville, Ill., Park ballroom, are co- 
|sponsors of a one-night engagement 
|}of Glenn Miller and his band in the 


aged 63, Municipal Auditorium Friday (26). 





Chicago 








Anne Nichols in town discussing 


‘Land of) ether deal for ‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ 


Al Jolson opening on Monday (15) 


vainly. 


Bros,. exchange, 
Ken Murray and Bob Hope among 


/ cratic nominations. 


George Raft around town and 
catching most of the fisiie imaiches 
and the ball games. 


Jimmy Petrillo doubled between 


| the Musicians Union and his delegate 


seat at the Democratic convention. 
Madge Pfau Kelly in from the 

Coast to set syndication of her 

‘Guv’nor Says’ and ‘Quillosophy’ car- 





| Alfred Esdaile, managing director | toons and chatter. 


of Prince of Wales theatre, playing 


Mayor Ed Kelly presented visiting 


| ‘Present Arms,’ has taken show over|newspapermen at the Democratic 
|from Tom Arnold & Harry Foster, | convention a general pass book with 
| oakleys for all theatres, race tracks 


, Cast on percentage. 
| ‘Me and My Girl,’ after running 


(Palace, afier twice announcing 
| would close, has decided again to 
| carry on indefinitely. 
| The new Imperial theatre at 
Brighton, built by a syndicate headed 
by Jack Buchanan and Ralph Lynn, 
| which opened April 9, closed July 6. 
Reason given: war conditions. 
Paramount still talking of pro- 
ducing A. J. Cronin’s ‘Hatter’s 
| Castle,” although no director set, 
|'some time in August, with Robert 
| Morley being dickered for lead. 
| Sam Joseph submitted Jack Bilbo’s 
| book, “Top Hai Crook,’ to Moss Em- 
| pires, to be turned into play. When 
|M. E. was ready to talk biz, they 
| found author had been interned. 
| Jack Hylton has acquired provin- 
icial rights to ‘French for Love,’ 
which recently closed healthy run 
| at Criterion theatre, and wants Alice 
| Delysia to tour in her original role. 
Leslie Howard has acquired film 
rights to Wolfgang Wilhelm’s story, 
| based on European refugees trag- 
edies, with Scarlet Pimpernal back- 


| ground, in which he will star him-| 


self. 


and baseball. 





New Type Raid 
Continued from page 1 


checked. Whole thing took about an 
hour. Waitresses continued to serve 
drinks to those who wanted them 
but there was no music. 

Agents declined to say how many 
persons under 21 they discovered 
being served drinks, preferring to 














make their findings direct to Liquor 


| Control Board in Harrisburg. Report 


| will determine whether or not Green 
|is to be cited again for violation of 
| his booze license. 
At same time, Yacht Club ran 
| afoul of Liquor Board with its out- 
| door Patio Barge. Open-air spot at- 
| tached to anchored boat at river 
wharf had been in operation for 
only two nights when Board Agenis 
| informed owners they'd have to stay 
| inside pending an okay from 
| licensees. Seems place wasn’t speci- 


Celia Johnson has given up her| fed, being a new addition, in Yacht 


part in ‘Rebecca.’ currently 
Queen’s theatre, to go to America 
| with her child. Barbara Mullen, 
place. 

‘Night Train to Munich,’ headed 


for the Empire, was originally titled 
‘Gestapo.” Was made by Gainsbor- 


ough Films, in conjunction with 
20th Century-Fox, as quota for 
Metro. 

Richard Tauber'’s debut in vaude- 


ville, at Hyams Brothers’ State, Kil- 
burn, upped biz to over $7.000, which 


is 25°, above current intake for 
house. Tenor grabbed 30% for his 
whack. an 

Jack Buchanan’s musical, ‘Top Hat 
and Tails,’ folded after 14 weeks 
tour, set. Fred 


with no London date 
t 
| 


Emney, one of the stars, booked to 
play several weeks vaudeville for 
General] Theatres Corp. 

‘Margin for Error,’ with practically 
an all-British cast. with the excep- 
tion of Hartley Power, American, 
playing the New York policeman, 
debuts in London's West End Aug. 2. 
It’s presently trying out in the 


provinces. 
British Broadcasting Corp. signed 


Carroll Gibbons for new weekly 
series of broadcasts for munition 
workers, which will have weekly 
guest star as additional feature. 
Those signed are Sianley Holloway, | 
Binnie Hale and Naunton Wayne. 
Herchel Henlere notorious for 
overstaying his allotted time on 
stages, encountered new experience | 
at Gaumont State, Kilburn, in not 
being able to appear in time, due 
to stage curtain mechanical defect | 
which delayed his entrance by 15 
minutes 
. 
| St. Louis 
By Sam X. Hurst 
| St. Louis Little symph_ society 
|ended successful season. 
| June McMahon, of the singing 
‘chorus at the Municipal Theatre, 
| sidetracked with appendicitis. 
| Mike Christie, operator at the 
'Plymouth theatre, a nabe, cele- 


|brating his silver wedding anniver- | 
! ' 


sary. ° 
| Henny Youngman has succeeded 
Cass Daley as headliner at Chase 
Club, west end nitery. Carlos Mo- | 


jlina‘’s band h.o.s. 
The ‘Star Spangled Banner’ is be- 





| therefore was against the law. 


at | Club’s application for a license and 


So 


! 


he de. | Who scored in ‘Jeannie,’ takes her | for last fortnight, Patio Barge has 


been closed but owners expect a 
green light for it from the board 
sometime this week. Merely a tech- 
nicality but it’s kept Yacht Club 
from running open-air barge when it 
would have done most good, during 
hottest spell of year. 





Toscanini 


Ld Continued from page 1 





| Montevideo, Uruguay, the admission 


scale ran to $5-$6 top in American 
money value. B.A. ran the scale 
to $8-$9 and got it. Specs were re- 
ported getting $50 a pair for choice 
locations. 

Americans’ Coup 

Yankee businessmen were de- 
lighted with the effect of the trip, 
which coincided ideally with events 
in Europe and the world-wide spread 
of pessimism at German successes 
One called it ‘an emotional outlet 
for something other than misery.” Ii 
was evidently a consciousness that 
the Yankees were scoring a neat 
coup that gave the Italians thei 
burst of ill-temper. 

Most of the 16 concerts during the 
29 days of the tour were broadcast 
on South American stations and 
eight were shortwaved back the 
United States. Two NBC enginers 
made the trip to handle this aspect 
| The party accompanying Toscanini 
| included John Royal, the NBC v.p. 


to 


}who took an airplane at Trinidad 
| and flew in ahead of the ship. Others 
| were Samuel Chotzinoff, of the New 
York Post, the man who got the 
maestro for NBC, L. J. Fitzgerald, 
who handled all the business detail. 
Dan Russell, a bi-lingua] announcer. 
Wallace McGill, a music librarian, 
and Phillip Barber, who acted as a 
| liaison with the latin press, etc 
Superstitious musicians told a tale 
of their aversion to playing ‘Danse 
| Macabre’ and the resultant death of 
viola-player Jacques Tushinski, who 
| was sideswiped by a local omnibus 
| His body comes in on the ship fol- 


ing played prior to every perform- | lowing the orchestra. 


playing | @ smash sell-out, with ducats sought | 


the show people in for the Demo- | 


} 


Hollywood 


Osear Serlin divorced in Reno. 

Herbert Sorrell bruised in a motor 
crash, 

John 
waters. 

Armand Schaefer to Idaho on a 
fishing trip. 

Henry Ford and party gandering 
the film studios. 

Brenda Marshall 
Holden to marry. 

Bill Morrow steaming out at So- 
boba Hot Springs. 

Ruth Clayton recovering from a 
stomach operation. 

Ben Carter changed his film name 
to Shadrach Carter. 

Walter Wanger back from a busi- 
ness trip to New York. 

June Preisser heading for New 
Orleans, her home town. 

Charles Starrett winding up five- 
year contract at Columbia. 

Masquers Club throwing testimon- 
ial dinner for Gracie Fields. 

Mickey Rooney to British Colum- 





Ford cruising in Mexican 


and William 


Fred Bartow has resigned as mid-| bia for three-week vacation. 


west press agent for the Warner | 


George Sherman pinch-hitting for 
Joe Kane, who is laid up with flu. 

Abe Lastfogel is bringing Mitzi 
Green back for another whirl at the 
films. 

Arthur D. Howden Smith sold his 
new serial, ‘Young Mr. Washington,’ 
ts Red Book mag. 

Frank Capra and Robert Riskin 
are writing a foreword to their 
screen play, ‘Meet John Doe,’ for 
publication by Random House. 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Pic biz high with right fare. U.S. 
dominating marquees, 

‘Busman’s Holiday’ folds in Mel- 
bourne after poor legit run, 

Hoyis donating ambulance to Red 
Cross for service abroad. Charles 


, Munro behind scheme. 


Williamson-Tait preems ‘Ice Follies 


of 1940’ this month. Repeat run of 


' route. to. Hollywood. . - 


Switzerland Ice Show not successful 
same spot. 

New war tempo finds newsreel 
theatres back into favor as spot 
clips reach here via the air route for 
quick screening. 

Covent Garden Russian Ballet 
doing only so-so biz in Adelaide for 
Williamson-Tait. Moves into Sidney 
next for repeat run. 

After i0 years, Greater J. D. Wil- 


liams, unit of Greater Union, will 
pay a dividend of about six cents 
per share to stockholders. 


Fifty employees of Greater Union 
Theatres have enlisted for service 
overseas. Many loops are already 
feeling the shortage of manpower. 

Increased employment in all in- 
dustrial centres brings welcome biz 
to theatres spotted in these zones. 
Night spots also continue to do good 


biz all over territory with khaki 
patronage. 
Western Australian newspapers 


are upping advertising rates owing 
to rising operating costs brought 
about through war conditions. Film 
loops intend reducing space to offset 
the increase. 

Jack Joyce and V. O. Djuibinski 
will endeavor to float a unit shortly 
for the presentation of vaude-revue 
in Sydney and Melbourne. Former 
is an American, with latter previous- 
ly holding interests in India. Home 
talent will be the mainstay. 

Following sinking of the Canad- 
ian steamer ‘Niagara’ by a mine off 
the coast of New Zealand, several 
U.S. acts, including Ann Suter, Bar- 
bara Blane and Gilbert Bros., can- 
celled return trip by U.S. boat and 
will remain in this territory for some 
time. 

Wallace Parnell running a ‘Crazy 
Show’ at Tivoli, Melbourne, on two- 
a-day. Lineup includes Edwin Styles, 


Jenny Howard, Percy King, Bob 
Dyer, Gilmore & Wells, Lew Fine, 


Takiers, Margie Lou, Marvellos, and 
George Wallace. Jitterbug contest is 
highlight. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Sammy Kaye band 


<i 


due at Or- 
pheum. 

Gene Autry, here as star of Aqua- 
tennial rodeo, guest of honor at Va- 
riety club party. 

Frank Burke, ' erstwhile 
Whiteman representative, 
publicity office here. 

Roger Ferry, editor of 20th-Fox 
‘Dynamo,’ here with Moe Levy, S. ®. 
Kent drive leader, to address sales 
meeting. 

Happy Hour nitery going in for 
name bands and is after ‘Fats’ WaHer 
to follow Freddie Fisher’s ‘Schnick- 
elfritzers.’ ‘ 

Lou Breese, playing Orpheum this 
week, conducted orchestras in local 
theatres for manv years and is re- 
newing old friendships. 

Twin City Variety club netted sub- 
stantial sum for Milk Fund, charity 
project, from Minneapolis-Louisville 
sponsored basebal! game. 

A. K. Evidon, WB ad sales’ de- 
partment manager, was advised that 
his 15-year-old runaway’ son turned 
up in Cheyenne, Wyoming, en 


Paul 
opened 
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Japs’ Press Offensive 


Assassination of Samuel H. Chari, | 


American-educated insurance man, 
and torturing of Hallett Abend, N. Y. 
Times correspondent, in Shanghai 
over the weekend further empha- 
sized the Japanese drive to curb the 
press in its sphere of influence. 
Chang, who was on the Nanking re- 
gime’s list of 83, including 30 jour- 
nalists, whom it sought to oust from 
Shanghai, was a newspaperma 
until recently. He was a graduate 
of Columbia University journalism 
school. Earlier last week the news- 
paper Shun Pao had been bombed, | 
resulting in one death and 18 being 
wounded. N. Y. Times correspondent 
was attacked in his own apartment, 
tortured and robbed of manuscripts | 
by two armed Japanese. 

Six American correspondents and 
one Briton were ordered to leave | 


Shanghai the first part of last week. | 


Nanking has a puppet regime not 
recognized by the United States. 
Move was part of a showdown on 
control of the Shanghai International 
Settlement by the Japanese. 

Since the International Settle- 
ment is outside the Wang govern- 


| paper, whose interests I have en- 
deavored to serve faithfully, to with- 
hold judgment pending a time when 
my whole story can be told. 

‘I ask our readers to judge me by 
the character and achievements of 
this newspaper, which will be con- 
ducted by the loyal editors and ex- 
ecutives who have been associated 


with me, upon the basis of the prin- | 


ciples and ideals of my platform, | 
published daily on the editorial 
page.’ 


The platform referred to reads in 
part...‘to expose political hypocrisy 
and corruption...to fight and never 


cease fighting to maintain the sanc- | 


tity of personal liberty and the in- 
violability of human rights.’ 
During Annenberg's imprisonment 


| the paper, according to reports, will 


be run by a board consisting of An- 


, neberg’s son, Walter, vice-president; 
Charles T. Tyler, president and gen- | 


eral manager, and John T. Custis, 
editor. 





U. S. Mags’ Canadian Stymie 


Many Canadians who subscribe to 
U. S. papers and periodicals have 


ment’s jurisdiction, the order car- | been beefing since 10% war exchange 


ries no weight, but once outside 
that area the seven are liable to 
Japanese seizure. Among the group 
are Hal P. Mills, 
spondent in Shanghai whose Hwan 
Meiwanpao, daily, has been bombed 
several times by Nanking Japanese. 
All seven are proChinese sympa- 
thizers, 

Others ordered to 
Randall Gould, 
manager of UP, for years editor of 
the Shanghai Evening Post and 
Mercury; C. V. Starr of New York, 


leave are: 


prez of Post-Mercury Co.; N. F. All- | 
man, legal rep of the American- | 


registered newspaper, Shunpao; J. 
B. Powell, editor of the American 
mag, China Weekly Review and 
former correspondent of the Chicago 
Herald Tribune; C. D. Alcott, radio 


commentator and former correspon- | 


dent of the N. Y. Times; J. A. E 
Sanders-Bates, the lone Briton, 
publisher of the three. British- 


registered Chinese newspapers. 





PM’s Layoffs 

PM has laid off about 20 mem- 
bers of its editorial staff during the 
past couple weeks. Mrs. Virginia 
Schoales, assistant publisher, ex- 
plains that most of thos: who de- 
parted were hired during the paper's 
‘pains of birth’ on the understand- 
ing their work might be temporary. 
They are not being replaced. 

Among those to go were Hodding 


Carter, editor of the Press section; | 


and Joan Thomas, his 
Press department dropped, 
Schoales said, because it ‘just didn’t 
seem to jell.’ 
ing industry will go into other sec- 
tions of the paper in the future 
Carter will be taken back when he 
returns from a vacash in a couple 
weeks if a spot can be found for 
him, the assistant pub stated. At 
any rate, he and Miss Thomas are 
on a preferred hiring list, as will be 
the case with anyone ‘dismissed 
without prejudice’ when a section is 
dropped or the paper otherwise re- 
vised, Mrs. Schoales declared. 

Other layoffs resulted from the 
axing of the Business department, 
although Nathaniel S. Keith, its edi- 
tor, was retained and transferred to 
New York news. Frank Jelinek, 
Mexico City correspondent, who was 
hired only to cover the elections, is 
also off the payroll, but will be 
added again if events in Mexico 
warrant it. Others v ho felt the ef- 
forts of PM to become oriented were 
several artists. Publisher Ralph In- 
gersoll felt he was getting too much 
material from them. In the future, 
instead of keeping them on the pay- 
roll, he will buy work from these 
men as he needs it. Remainder of 
the dismissals were of minor em- 
ployes, seattered through all divi- 
sions of the editorial department. 

Mrs. Schoales declared the sheet’s 
execs are highly pleased with the 
even keel at which circulation is 
holding. 


assistant. 





Annenberg’s ‘Valedictory’ 
The Philly Inquirer 
(Tuesday) printed a front page 
‘valedictory’ by its publisher, M. L. 
Annenberg, who surrendered the day 
before to authorities in Chicago to 
begin his three-year prison sentence 
for evasion of $1,217,296 in Federal 
income taxes. 
Wrote Annenberg in part: 


Variety corre-| 


former Shanghai | 


Mrs. | 


News of the publish- | 


yesterday | 


| tax was added a couple of weeks ago 
| that they haven't been getting de- 
| livery. Customs authorities are hold- 
ing the papers until publishers remit 
the tax on them in bulk, as it is 
| obviously impossible to collect two- 


tenths or three-tenths of a cent on| 


Newsstand sales have not been af- 
fected, as the agents have been pay- 
ing the tax. It does not apply to 
English periodicals or newspapers. 


| 
| 
| each paper. 





Sues for $1,310,000 Libel 
| Libel suits against eight 
newspapers, King Features Syndi- 
icate and the magazine Newsweek 
| were filed in N. Y. federal court 
| last week by Count Anastase A. Von- 
siatsky of Thompson, Conn. He’s 
seeking damages totaling $1,310,000. 
Alleged libel was printed July 17, 
1939, by the aforementioned, 


; pany of Vonsiatsky. 


Amounts sought are $500,000 from | 


| King Features, $115,000 each from 
the Journal-American; Mirror, Daily 


News, Post, $100,000 each from the} 
$50,000 each | 


Times and Tribune, 
from the Daily Worker, Bronx Home 
News and Newsweek. 





O'Neill to Host G. J. 
George Jean Nathan 
with Eugene O'Neill, at 


Nathan 
will 
his 


visit 


this month. The dramatic critic, 
|} meantime, will decide on a couple 
of new writing deals for magazines 
and syndicates that he’s had since 
leaving Newsweek. 

Nathan continues with 
|and he may work out another deal 
with King Features, which was an 
on-and-off proposition basically. 


Winchell’s Reaction 
Walter Winchell’s burn at St. Clair 
McKelway’s series of six ‘profiles’ in 
The New Yorker is an open secret. 
He says McKelway and/or Harold 
| Ross, the 


At first there were reports Winchell 
might consult legal counsel but he 
denies it on the premise that he’s the 


last one to resent any rock-throwers | 


but he does take exception to dis- 
tortions of fact. 


‘Now It’s My Turn’ is the caption 


on a series of rebuttals to McKel-| 


way’s alleged distortion. 





Milw’kee Paper Changes Hands 

The Milwaukee Evening Post, born 
in the plant of the old Milwaukee 
Leader, Socialist, little more than a 
year ago, and which pursued a so- 
ealled independent policy, has 
changed hands. 

Ownership has been 
; the Post Employes’ Assn., just or- 
ganized as a non-stock corporation. 





_ CHATTER 
Cosmopolitan bought Charles Hoff- 


| man’s serial, ‘Somewhere I'll Find | 2 S0n, July 18. 


| You,’ 
Aben Kandel, author of ‘City for 
| Conquest,’ is writing a sequel, ‘Years 
| of the Locust.’ 
| Karen De Wolf is bringing out 
| ‘Gardenias Make Me Cry,’ a book of 
| her own verses. 
| €. S. Forrester is writing a sea 
| novel, ‘The Captain from Connecti- 
| cut,’ for Little, Brown. 
‘The Remarkable Andrew,’ novel 


daily } 


and | 
dealt with the arrest of Fritz Kuhn | 
while latter was allegedly in com- | 


home | 
outside of San Francisco the end of | 


| 
Esquire | 


New Yorker editor, de-| 
| liberately switched facts and data. | 


acquired by 


burgh Post-Gazette, named assistant 


publisher of Cincinnati Enquirer. 
He takes up his new duties Aug. 1. 
Bi-weekly mag. Town 
slated for preem in Boston late this 
month. with Marguerite Downey, 


local press agent, as editor-in-chief. | 


Town Crier. priced at 10c, will carry 
‘smart’ chatter. 

Edward Berger, former city editor, 
upped to m.e. of the N. Y. Morn- 
ing Telegraph, replacing Lew Clarke, 
who's out. Hank Senber also added 


to staff for summer in endeavor tO | Manhattan playhouses have been | 


hypo non-turf 
Broadway. 


sections, namely 


Affairs department of PM, 
series of articles on the South Amer- 
{ican political situation 
| tour of the continent, prior to Pan- 
}American convention at Havana, 
July 20, which he'll also cover. 


| 





Bills Next Week 


| Continued from page =~ 














Zane & Todd | Chickte kennedy 
Betty McClure | lou Bouers 
Poll Mar Gls | Kddie Metcalfe 
Angelo Di Palma | Paul Florenz Gls 
Nut House Sky-Vue 
Jim Buchanon Cyril Woistman Or 
Harry Nosoko® |} Helen Young 
Mike Peytun Union Grill 
Ray Neville | art Yagello 
Ped Blake | Frank Natale 
a oe Mike Sandreito 
ney Boy , 
Suesin ll Ore Villa Madrid 
( Shafer Ore 
rehard Joe Shi 
- Carmelita & lee 
Jimmy Gamble Orc! aifredo & Rosita 
Jay Loring lou Starr 
Chuck Miller rt hy eoll 
Pines Webster Hall 
Howard Becker Or, George Weber Orc 
= Harris West View 
3 Stahl 
aie: v7 Howard Baum Ore 
Riviera Jean Reaz 
Benny Burien Ore Buzz Aston 
Yacht Club 3 Baumshells 
. 4 Grotefents 
H Middleman Ore . 
Jerry & Turk Willows 
Brian McDonald Lant Melntire Ore 
Shirley Helle: Leialoha 
| , . 
j Alpine Village | Jack Marshall 
| va | Caryl Gould 
| Ott Yhorn Ore 
| - al rs Salita Herbert ‘laylors 
| Patsy LuRains | Grace Morgan 
| Clem Belling Dogs | Hotel Statler 
aaa gee Oscar Day Ore 
ildred Smith ‘ = 
| Sieve Wen | dack & Eddie's 
Airway lub- i B oadway Billie 
. yay Coe | Rubertino, Roberts 
| Troy Singer Ore | Bebe Sherman 
| Judy Black | Arlene Rice Ore 
College inna _ 7 
; « | Lindsay’s Sky Club | 
| Norman Brill Ore Stiiae : 
i Bonnie IouVoenne ' Roy Raysor 
| Eddie Rau | Pearl Del.ucca 
. aoe . Judy Preston 
lreddie’s Cafe % , 
Monaco’s Cafe 
Art Lackey Ore Pep Hy 
Manhattanettes arnie Taylor Ore 


Roberta Costello Mounds Club 


| Wilkie & Dare Gomez & Minor 
Bart Sree Long Derothy Blaine 
Eddie Barnes | Sammy Walsh 
Hotel Allerton Three Tdlers 
Jonnie, S Steele sid Prussin Ore 


Hotel Carter Ohle Villa 
Don Bari Cre | Austin Wvlie Ore 
| Carinna ' — 
| Mickey Katz 
| Hotel Cleveland Southern Tavern 
Leighton Noble O y Allen Ore 
Chick Floyd Henry George 
t Sterli i ° . 
| ae He el ernee | Thirty-Seven Club 
Carole Chapelle 
Hotel Hollenden June Vale 
Henry Cincione Or! Helen Hayes 


——_ 


BIRTHS 


Mr and Mrs Ray 
son, July 17, in Boston. 
tion man and announcer for WEEI. 

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Hammond, 
son, in New York, July 7. Father is 
a radio writer; mother is Margaret 
Montague, costume designer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cedric Belfrage, son, 
In Hollywood, July 19. Mother is 
Holiywood correspondent for the 
| London Express. Father is a screen 
writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Thornton Freeland, 
son, in Hollywood, July 20. Mother 
|} is June Clyde, screen player, Father 
iis a film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Ameche, son, in 
Los Angeles, July 20. Father is a 
star at 20th-Fox 

Mr. 
Hollywood, July 19. 
| contract player at RKO. 
| Mr. and Mrs. George Courti, 
daughter, in Los Angeles, July 19. 
| Mother is the youngest daughter of 
| Charles P. Skouras, president of Fox 
West Coast Theatres. 
| To Mr. and Mrs. Woody Barrett, 
He is manager of 
| Miller Theatre, Wichita, Kansas. 
| To Mr. and Mrs. Bill Bivens, a 
|son, July 17, in Charlotte, N. C. 
| Bivens is a WBT staff announcer. 

'| Mr. and Mrs. Frank Nicholas 
Veloz, son, in Pelham Manor, N. Y., 
| July 20. Parents are the dance team 
(Veioz and Yolanda). 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal Kemp, daughter, 
'in New York City, July 21. Father 


Father is a 


‘That I pleaded guilty to one count | by Dalton Trumbo, hits the Lippin- | is*the dance maestro. 


of one indictment is a matter of 
record. In doing so I invited the 
penalty which now confronts me. I 


1 


tion. 
Roger H. Ferger, for last year 





cott presses for September publica | 


Mr. and Mrs. Don Heyworth, son, 
July 12, in Upper Darby, Pa. Father 
|} is member of KYW, Philly announ- 


now ask the readers of this news- ' business manager of morning Pitts- cing staff. 


Girardin, | 
He’s produc- | 


Crier is'| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Duncan Aikman, in the National’ come associated 
filing | end of the theatre, upon his father’s 


| 


} 


| 


| partment. 





| June 22 





and Mrs. Kent Taylor, son, in | radio 








OBITUARIES 





ARTHUR J. WALLACK 
Arthur J. Wallack, 91, last of the 
original members of The Lambs, died 
21 at his home in Stapleton, 
He was the son of Lester Wal- 


lack, actor and tieatre manager, who | 


died in 1888, and for whom various 


named. a 
The younger Wallack, having be- 
with the business 


then located at} 
13th street and Broadway. 
mained in charge until it closed early 
in the 1900's. Management of the | 
Wallack theatre at 30th street and) 
Broadway, which opened later, was 
by Charles Burnham. 
CHARLES F. DEMPSEY 

Charles F. Dempsey, about 72, died 
July 21 at Lowell, Mass. He had| 
been in show business for 50-odd 
years including periods as manager 
of Lowell theatres, film salesman for 
Columbia, Universal and Monc gram 
working out of Boston. 

Years ago he was an 
agent for legit attraction 
Irwin, Andrew Mack, Al 
others. 

Several children 
dren survive. 


| 


advance 
of May | 
Hart and 


and grandchil- 


| 


HENRY BURTON WELLS 
Henry Burton Wells, 66, for 40) 
years in the theatre business in New- | 
berry, S. C., died July 19 at his 
home. Funeral services held July | 
Si. 

A leader in fire prevention edu- | 
cational program, he was president | 
of the South Carolina Association 
of Fire Chiefs and for 25 years had 
been chief of the Newberry fire de- 





EMMA NEVADA 
Emma Nevada, prima donna, died | 
in Liverpool, Eng., June 20, aged 81. | 
Born in Nevada of British parentage, 
she took the stage name of her na-| 
tive state.. During her career she 
sang in the opera houses of Italy| 
and the Opera Comique, Paris. She 
made numerous appearances in Eng- 
land as an oratorio singer, and also 
appeared in opera in the U. S. 
Her last public appearance was in 
Berlin in 1910. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


CLAUDE C. BARTRAM 

Claude C. Bartram, one of the 
earliest workers in the formation of 
the Variety Artists Federation, died 
in a South Wales hospital. | 
For some time he was associated 
With the management of The Per- 
former, the official organ of the 
VAF,. Orginally he came from Can- 
ada as part of the club juggling act 
of Albertus and Bartram. Survived 


| by widow. 


WILLIAM R. ARNOLD 
William R. Arnold, 57, screen and | 
stage actor, died July 20 in Holly- 
wood from streptococus infection. He 
started his career in vaudeville 
Later played in ‘Irene’ and ‘The Kid- | 


ding Girl’ at New York Winter! 
Garden 

Appeared most recently in pic- 
tures in ‘Edison the Man’ and ‘The 
Dictator.’ 


PETER MAHER 

Peter Maher, 71, last of the bare- 
knuckle fighters, died in Baltimore | 
July 22, He fought all the old-timers, | 
including John L. Sullivan and Bob 
Fitzsimmons. 

He was featured with a burlesque | 
troupe in 1900, taking on all comers 
on the stage. 

MARION M. WARD 

Marion M. Ward. 
playwright and 
KHJ-Don Lee juvenile 
pany, died at he: 
geles July 21. 

She was former 


former actress, 


director of 
stock com- | 


home in Los An- |! 


wife of Frank J 


| Ward, theatrical agent. 


HENRY E. McCARRELL } 

Henry E. McCarrell, 60, manager | 
of the Lawrence and the Indiana the- 
atres of Redford, Indiana, committed 
suicide by inhaling gas from a jet in 
a bathroom in his home. I] health 
is said to be the cause of his act. 

His widow, a son, two daughters 
and two brothers survive. 

J. EDWIN ROBBINS 

J. Edwin Robbins, 43. film director 
in the silent days, died suddenly 
July 18 in Hermosilla, Mexico. 

He was a member of the Royal 
Air Force in the last war. 








JOHN G. BRIDGES 
John G. Bridges, 34, radio an-| 
nouncer, died July 13 following a 


He re-| 


They 


| zatecki, in Detroit, July 3. 


{10-day illness. He came to Mobile 
in 1933 from his native Moniclaic, 
iN. J. 

Since 1937 had been studio man- 


| ager and sports announcer at WALA, 





PHILIP GOODMAN 
Philip Goodman, 55, legit producec 
| of musicals, died at his home in New 
| York Saturday (20) from a heart 
| attack. 


' Details in legit section. 
death took over the management Of | 
during his|the old Wallacks’, 





ETHEL DOURAS (DAVIES) 


Ethel Douras, former stage actress 
and sister of Marion Davies, diei 
July 18, in Beverly Hills, following 
a cerebral hemorrhage. 





Mrs. George H. Downing, widow 
‘of George H. Downing, bass-baritone, 
who toured many years with Boston 
symphony and Victor Herbert or- 
chestras, died at her summer home 


at Denville, N. J., Friday (19). her 
husband died three years ago. She 
had resided in Syracuse since. Last 


rites in Binghamton, 





Barton Leon Bainbridge, 32. hus- 
band of Evelyn Keyes, screen ac- 
tress, committed suicide July 19, in 
an automobile near Hollywood, Cai 
had been estranged for a 
month. 





Mrs, Ruby Tompkins, 58, formerly 
accompanist for William Miles, bari- 
tene soloist, and during the last sev- 
eral years organist and choir direc- 
tor for Coldwater, Mich., churches, 
died July 19, in that city. 





Donald McNamee, 43, stage actor, 
died July 17 in Hollywood of a sku! 
fracture. Survived by his wife, Ada 
Lillv. * Both appeared in ‘The Druuk- 
ard’ there. 





Oscar C. Roeske, 60, died in 
Muskegon, Mich., July 19. For many 
years, before coming to Muskegon in 
1926, he played piano and organ iu 
theatres in Wisconsin. 





Mrs. Cordelia Raynor, president of 
the Haarlem Philharmonic Society of 
New York City for the past 25 years 
died July 18 in Long Beach, L. I 





Grandfather, 54, of Carolyn Lee 
4, child film actress, died at Dayton 
O., July 15, of burns received in a 
filling station explosion. 





Eddie Thorn, 44, interior decorato: 
at Warners, died July 14 in Holiy- 
wood. He was formerly an associate 
editor of Good Fortune magazine 





Wells P. Pierce, 71, father of Roy 
Pierce, district manager in Milwau- 
kee for Fox Wisconsin Amusem 
Co., died July 16 in that city. 





Mother, 70, of Jack Dawn, makeup 
head at Metro, died in Los Angeles 
July 13. 





May Ellen Duffy, 30, Warner ex- 
change employee, died July 10 im 
Hollywood. 





Father, 63, of Dolores Del Rio, died 





July 19, in Santa Monica, Cal., afte 
a long illness. 

Dorothy Diller to Stanley Neu- 
brecht, in Toledo, July 14. She's 


staff pianist and he’s an engineer at 
WTOL, Toledo. 

Marja Mianowska to Stanley Wvys- 
She’s a 
voice and music teacher; he’s direc- 
tor of Polish language programs a 
WTOL, Toledo. 

Phyllis Santomarco to Fran! 
Daniels, in New York, June 29. He's 
a salesman for Forjoe Co., radio sta- 
tion rep. 

Marion Minier to Reginald Lyons 
in Reno, July 7. He is film librariax 
at RKO. 

Betty Jane Schroeder to Joe La- 
Guardia, in Newt, Ky., July 17 
He’s a saxophonis: in Ted Fio Rito’s 
orchestra and cousin to Mayor La- 
Guardia of New York City. 

Betty Hill to Joe Parker, at Tia- 
juana, July 21. She's film actress; 
he’s NBC director. 

Mary Morrisey to Leonard Case in 
New York July 12. She’s secretary 
to Jock Whitney; he’s comptroller of 
Selznick-International. 





Jeanne Francis and Jerry Grey, 
now appearing at Earl Carrolls’ i’ 
Hollywood, go into Ed Wynn's new 
show, ‘Boys and Girls Together,’ 
opening set for Boston, Sept. 2 
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Tuning Up America 





yecently-evolved idea of reviving cid 
pop tunes for films and naming the 
pictures for them. Universal and Re- 
public will both have a flock in this 
category. On the schedule at U are 
‘m Nobody's Sweetheart Now,’ 
‘Fireman Save My Child,’ ‘Ragtime 
Cowboy Joe, “Margie,” ‘Dinah’ and 
‘Moonlight in Hawaii,’ while Rep 
promises at least 10 in this category, 
including eight Gene Auirys. 

In addition to straight musicals, 
the list is being run up by more than 


..— Continved from page 3 








, tion of the stage play, with songs 


jhe usual number of films with songs. | 


Unique in this respect will be Uni- 
versal's ‘Seven Sinners.’ It’s a meller 
with Marlene Dietrich, but will have 
three songs. ‘Roadshow,’ which Hal 
Roach is making, will have four 
tunes from the pen of Hoagy Car- 
michael. 

Westerns, once strictly limited to 
the music of six-shooters, are like- 
wise becoming bigger users of songs. 
Both Columbia and Republic, par- 
ticularly the latter, are offering 
boots-and-saddlers with vocal addi- 
tions. With Gene Autry carded to 
do eight such and Roy Roberts, an- 
other of its leather-pounders, eight 
more, Rep leads all studios, majors 
included, in number of films with 
warbling. Col’s westerns are given 
harmony by a group called ‘Sons of 
ithe Pioneers.’ 

Another point 


in the filmusical 


field is the number of pictures which | 


wil] have name bands or, at least, 


name leaders in them. Five are 
listed so far. They are ‘Second 
Chorus” with Artie Shaw, being 
made by Boris Morros for Para- 


mount: ‘Hit Parade of 1941,’ probably 
with Benny Goodman, which Rep is 


added. 

‘Night at Farl Carroll's,’ Carroll 
associate producer, with Ken Mur- 
ray and Rose Hobart slated for cast. 

Orrin Tucker and Bonnie Baker 
in as vet unselected story. 

‘Las Vegas.’ Musical western. Allen 





| 


Jones and Ellen Drew reported being | 


sought to star. 
Republic 

‘Hit Parade of 1941,’ with Kenny 
Baker, Frances Langford, Hugh 
Herbert, Mary Boland, Ann Miller, 
and, probably, Benny Goodman. 

‘Melody Ranch,’ big-budget Gene 
Autry musical. 

‘Down Mexico Way,’ ditto. 

‘Carolina Moon,’ Gene Autry stand- 


ard (on the 1939-40 slate). 

‘Old Mill Stream,’ ‘Ride Tender- 
foot Ride,” ‘Valley of the Moon,’ 
\‘Song at Twilight,’ ‘Under Fiesta 


filming; a Par film with Orrin | 
Tucker and Bonnie Baker; ‘Pot o' 
Gold. with Horace Heidt, a James 


Roosevelt production, and a succes- 
sor by Kay Kyser to ‘That's Right, 
You're Wrong,’ which he made for 
RKO last season, A late starter may 


be Glenn Miller for Voco (RKO 
unit) also, with Buddy DeSylva 
joining Paramount as a producer in 


November, that another mu- 
sical entry 
In the total of musicals and films 


with songs, Republic easily leads the 


means 


list, having 23. Universal comes 
next with 14. Par has 10. Metro 
wand RKO have nine each; Col has 
eight, all westerns; 20th-Fox five; 


and UA and WB will have three, al- 
though the Warner program is some- 
what in doubt. 

As detailed in last week's VA&IETY, 
the Broadway musical situation ap- 
pears good, particularly for early in 
the season. Although there are regu- 
larly many more prospects on the 


Sireet of Great Hope than come to | 


ine it looks as though at least 


half a dozen shows can be definitely 


pass, 


counted on for September = and 
October 
Scheduled filmusicals and pictures 


with songs for release next season or 


the remainder of this: 
Columbia 
Finte Kid,’ featuring Sons of the 
Fuoneers 


Pionee! = 
Ditto. 
unchosen, 


Durango Kid,’ likewise 

Thundering Frontiers.’ 

Five others, stories still 

ith Pioneers, 

Metro 

‘Ziegfeld Girl’ with Eleanor Powell 
Lana Turner, Hedy La Marr, James 
Siewart. 


Broadway Melody of 1941,’ with 
Eleanor Powell 
‘Go West.’ Marx Bros. 


‘Countess Maritza,’ Emmerich Kal- 
man's operetta. ° 


Little Nellie Kelly,’ filmization of 


George M. Cohan stage success, with 
ludy Garland. 

Bitte: Sweet,’ Nelsor Eddvy- 
Jeunette MacDonald in Noel Cow 
aici operetta 

‘l Married an Angel,’ another for 
Fddy-MacDonald, from the stag¢ 
ni 

Strike Up the Band,’ Mickey 
Rooney, Judy Garland and June 
F reisser, , 

‘Babes on Broadway,’ Rooney- 


Garland again. 
Paramount 

“Rhythm on the River,’ Bing Cros- 
by, Mary Martin, Oscar Levant. 

‘Dancing on a Dime,’ Robert Paige, 
Grace McDonald. 

“There’s Magic in Music,’ 
Jones, Susana Foster. 

“Love Thy Neighbor,’ Jack Benny. 
Fred Allen, Eddie Anderson, Merry 
Macs. 

‘Second Chorus,’ Boris Morros pro- 
duction, with Artie Shaw, Fred As- 
laire, Paulette Goddard. 


Allan 


‘Road to Zanzibar,’ Bing Crosby, | 


Eob Hope, Dorothy Lamour. 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Mary 
Martin, Ray Milland, in the filmiza- 


Stars, ‘Old Faithful. The Autry 
lineup of standards for 1940-41. All 
from song titles. 

‘Seatterbrain.’ 
Release July 20. 

‘Puddin’ Head.’ Canova’'s next. 

‘Barnyard Follies.’ Rural 
cal. 

‘Friendly 
Judge,’ ‘Old 
Weaver Bros, 
bucolic belt. 

Eight Roy Rogers westerns, each 
with at least one song. 


Judy Canova’s first. 


Neighbors. ‘Arkansas 
Gray Mare,’ with 
and Elviry, for the 


musi- | 


but not @ musical. Opens in Boston 


in mid-September, in N. Y. two 
weeks later. 

‘The Little Dog Laughed.’ Billed 
as a fantesy with music. Presented 


by Eddie Dowling. Songs by Harold 
Rome. Cast includes Phil Loeb, Paul 
Draper, Milli Monti and Tess Gar- 
della. Now in rehearsal for Sep- 
tember opening. 

‘New Faces of 1940." Presented by 
Leonard Sillman. Only a possibility, 
as has been postponed several times. 
Cast said to include Joe Cook and 
Patsy Kelly. 

‘Little Joe.” Presented by Al Lewis 
and Dr. Milton Bender. A Negro 
fantasy with songs by Vernon Duke 
and lyrics by John LaTouche. Cast 


| includes Cab Calloway and his orch, 


| Ethel 


‘Sing. Dance, Plenty Hot, with 
Ruth Terry and Johnny Downs. 
‘County Fair.’ 
‘Melody in Moonlight.’ 
RKO 
‘Too Many Girls,’ from the George 
Abbott show, with Lucille’ Ball, | 


Frances Langford, Hal LeRoy, Desi 
Arnaz, Ann Miller 

‘No, No, Nanette,’ 
oldie legit musical, 
starring. 


‘Sunny,’ ditto. 


filmization of 
Anna Neagle 


‘They Met in Argentina,’ part 
the South American wave. 

Kay Kyser in a successor to last 
season's “That's Right.’ 

Voco Production ‘Jack Votion- 


Sam Coslow) with Glenn Miller; also 


three Lum and Abner pix, with 
songs. 
20th Century-Fox 

‘Young People,’ final Shirley 
Temple for 20th (awaiting release). 

‘Down Argentine Way,’ with Don 
Ameche, Betty Grable and Carmen 
Miranda. 

‘Youth Will Be Served,’ Jane 
Withers starrer with songs. 

‘Say It with Music,’ successor to 
‘Alexander's Ragtime Band,’ includ- 
ing six Irving Berlin tunes of the 
"20s 

‘Tin Pan Alley.’ 

United Artists 

‘Road Show’ (Hal Roach). Four 
tunes bv Hoagy Carmichael 

‘Broadway Limited.’ Another in 
which Hal Roach will insert songs. 

‘Pot o’ Gold’ (Roosevelt) Hor- 
ace Heidt’s outfit in film version of 
radio giveaway. 

Universal 

‘Riviera, with music by Jeromée 
Kern Allan Jones i picturizatio! 
of Earl Derr Biggers stor: 

‘Argentine Nights,’ Ritz Bros. and 
Andrews Sisters. 

‘i'm Nobody's Sweetheart Now,’ 
with Constance Moore, Dennis 
O'Keefe One of the song title 
series 

‘Margie. Tom Brown and Nan 
Gray in another song title musical. 

‘Little Bit of Heaven,’ Gloria Jean 
starrel 

‘Straight from the Heart,’ ditto. 

‘Spring Parade,’ Deanna Durbi 

‘Nice Girl.’ also Durbin 

‘Seven Sinners,’ Marlene Dietrich 
in a meller with chree O! 

Moo cht in Haw: 

‘Dir 

Bob Burns-M: I é 

l \ CNOS€ 

Ragtime Cowbov Joe Wester 
\ h 1 ) built aroun ( of the 

me lI Ine 

‘Fire Save My Chili Si 
titler for Babv Sandy 

Ritz Bros. in Jules Levey pro- 
duction 

Warner Bros. 

‘Four Mothers.’ Probably one 

song. 


‘Temporary Sweethearts.” Mebbe 
music, uncertain yet. 


‘College Widow.’ Ditto. 


BROADWAY LEGIT PROSFECTUS 

‘Hold On to Your Hats.’ Presented 
by Al Jolson, who stars, fea- 
turing Martha Raye and Ruby 
Keeler (who may be replaced before 


and 


the New York opening). Now in 
Chicago and set for Broadway in 
September. 

Eddie Cantor starred in a show 
which he will co-produce with Al 
|Lewis. To have three or four songs. 


‘Uncle Tom's Cabin.’ Musical ver- 
|sion to be presented by Marty 
Forkins and possiblvw Nat Karson. 
Bill Robinson and Shirley Temple 
mentionea 

‘Iceapoppin.” to be presented by 
group headed by Olsen and Johnson. 
Mere possibility. 

‘Meet the People.’ Hollywood 
Theatre Alliance success, currently | 
in San Francisce¢ has long been 
poken of as a Broadway possibility. 

] ef froy Lee Shubert 
al Ha Kaufman are possibilities. 
Tony Martin, Carmen Miranda, Ab- 
bott and Costello, Harry Richman, 
Ruby Merce Beatrice Lillie and 
Jimn Durante d to be optioned 
for then 

Michael Todd : Hassard Short 
doing some talking about a musical. 

George Hale production by Guy | 
Bolton, Eddie Davi Matt Brooks, 
E. Y. Harburg and Burton Lane. 
Indefinite vet 


and others. 


of 


Waters 
ham dancers. 


and Katherine Dun- 
An October prospect. 

‘Boys and Girls Together.’ Pre- 
sented by Ed Wynn, who stars. Cast 
includes Jane Pickens, Dave Apol- 
lon, de Marcos. Opens in Boston, 
Sept. 2, in New York about four 
weeks later. 

‘Higher and Higher.’ Presented by 
Dwight Deere Wiman. Suspended 
on June 15 after 84 performances and 
slated to reopen Aug. 5. Cast in- 
cludes Jack Haley and Shirley Ross. 

‘Keep Off the Grass.’ Presented by 
Shuberts Harry A. Kaufman. 
Suspended on June 29 after 44 per- 


‘ } 
ana 


formances. Slated to reopen late in 
August. Stars Jimmy Durante. Cast 
indefinite otherwise as Ray Bolger, 
Ilka Chase. Larry Adler and Vir- 
ginia O’Brien say they will not re- 
sume. 

‘l Am Listening,’ by Moss Hart. 
Play with music. Score by Kurt 
Weil and lyrics by Ira Gershwin. 
Due about November. Gertrude 


Lawrence starred. 

‘Two Weeks With Pav.’ Presented 
by Felix Jacoves and Dorothy and 
Julian Olney. Revue with contri- 
butions by Cole Porter, Rodgers and 
Hart, Ira Gershwin, E. Y. Harburg 
Due in October. 

‘Panama Hattie.’ Presented by 
B. G. DeSviva. Now being written 
by Cole Porter and Herbert Fields. 
Ethel Merman be in cast. Due 
in November. 

‘Show Boat.’ 
Albert Johnson and 
Paul Robeson mentioned. 
late Septembe1 


may 


Revival presented by 
Nick Holde. 
Slated for 


Untitled musical by Jerome Kern 
and Oscar Hammerstein 2d.  Pre- 
sented by Johnson and Holde. Due 


irk September 


Untitled musical from Lew Brown 


and Ray Henderson. supposed to be 
swing version of ‘Hansel and Gretel,’ 
although pair are also said to have 


another musical which may precede 
this. 








N.A.B. Stars 


___ Continued from ]y —— 
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F ce ! ! ya sé 
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will be doirectec I F ' Black 
He I Y anc fred Wallen- 
t 
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VNormal! L_ ¢ J Write ana 
produce a Gramatic sketch along the 


lines of his ‘Seems Radio Is Here 


to Stay.’ which he wrote in 1939 for 
CBS. Charles Laughton may be in 
it. ‘Radio Ode. by John LaTouche, 
with score by Tom Bennett, will be 
offered as well as a patriotic tone | 


poem, ‘More Perfect Union,’ by Car] 
Haverlin. scored by Paul Nordoff. 
There will also be a brief symposium 


with FCC chairman James Fly, Dr. 
John W. Studebaker, U.S. commis- 
sioner of education; Mrs. Harold V. |} 
Milligan, president of the National 
Council of Woman and radio chair- 
man of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs: Roger Baldwin, of 
the Civil Liberties Union; with sev- 


eral other civic and religious leaders 


| 











| Square, a five-minute subway ride 
from mid-Manhattan. The theatre 
'was the 96th Street, at 96th street 
and Third avenue in Yorkville, which 


| Plays only German features. It’s 
one of three such houses within a 
few blocks, and of 12 such in the 
| United States. 
FBI Indifferent 

American citizens, frightened and 
j} angry at the outward admiration 
land allegiance m their midst for! 


| Nazism, have made frequent reports 
|of the theatres’ activities to the De- 
partment of Justice. FBI agents ad- 
mit they are well-familiar with the 
spots, add that there’s nothing they 
would want to about them, at 
least right now. 

‘Feldzug in Polen’ is a 70-minute 
compilation of official German news- 
reels distributed by UFA through 
its American agency in Radio City, 
N. Y. As propagandistic as a pic- 


do 


Authentic Film of the Campaign of 
18 Days.’ It will continue at the 
96th Street ‘until further notice.’ 
With it on the program is the ‘new- 


est, highly-interesting UFA weekly 
news review’: a short, ‘Schnelle 
|Truppen’ (‘Fast Troops’), building 


up still more regard and admiration 
in Yorkville’s already expanded 
chest for the Reich's mechanized 
might, and, incongruously enough, 
a Paramount cartoon, ‘Three Busy 
Little Bears.’ 

‘Feldzug in Polen,’ from any un- 
| biased viewpoint—if it’s possible for 
anyone to view it that wav the 
most tiresome and boring of films. 
It’s nothing but troops marching, 
tanks rattling and planes flying in 
/a manner familiar to every news- 
reel audience. There are no bat- 
|} tles, only German’ walk-throughs 
and at every town there are joyous 
peasants to throw flowers to the in- 
coming soldiers. Apparently, the 


-is 


through banks of admiring 
| than through the Polish 
Taking An Encore 
| As each portion of the 

Poland is completed, the film 
over the next, done 
in the same way. Explaining the 
plan of campaign frequently- 
interspersed maps in which the Ger- 
man troops are depicted by arrows 
and the Polish blobs resembling 
Sausages. It’s just one sausage after 
another being compressed to noth- 
ingness by the arrows pushing in 
on them from all sides. 

Germans are without a doubt bet- 
ter soldiers than film makers, if this 
be evidences. There’s attempt 
whatsoever to put any imagination 
into the picture (same does not hold 
good concerning the facts in the com- 
|; mentary). What's 
such a film is concerned, is 
plete lack of human gles 
It’s too much about troops and equip- 


women 
lines, 


campaign 
| in 
Starts 


again on 


are 


as 


no 


worse, as far as 
the « 


interest an 


m- 


ment and blown up bridges, not 
|; enough about people 

But the audience at the 96th 
street didn’t seem to mind Elderly 
German women, who comprised at 
least 70° of the house, and thei 
heavily-paunched men, sat on the 
edge of their seats, applauding at 
every turn. Probably _ significant 
was the almost total absence of 
youths 

Picture, oddly enough, does not 
show one dead body. Taken entirelv 


of course, from behind German lings 


it leaves the old ladies to think waz 
is scarcely more than a_ picnic 
There’s nothing to remind them of 
their sons or relative Oo Y t 
have been lost in those ‘gloric 18 
days in which Poland ake 
Commentary poke: Oxf 
English witl G acce 
alw: ‘ it Lic € 
Zt } r PF < 
e Re é 
Di ( é 
tance } f] 
no € f ce ‘ ne 
I the Pols ‘ 
poo! Ge 
Pc iand Lake 
just cause of ti Gel 
ment.’ And finally, after the 
‘The days of terror and Poli perse 
cution are over once and for all.’ 


Sadistic Reprisal 


One particularly sadistic scene 
| shows bedraggled-looking Polish 
troops lined up while Germans 
| walked past them pointing out one 
,after another, who were then 
prempily dragged out of line. Com- 
mentae* explains that these peopl 
are attempting to recognize ‘Polish 
murderers’ who killed members of 
the German minority group before 
| Hitler marched in 
| Seene brought from the elderly 
{and pot-bellied citizen sitting next 
to this mugg the comment: ‘Die 
sollten sie alle gegen die Wane 


Yorkville’s Nazi Whoopla 


nee eee CONLINUed from page 2 


_ towards the end of the 
| greeted each time with the same up- 


ture can be, it is billed as ‘The Only , 


army had to do more fighting to get | 


Clut 








stellen und niederschiessen. ‘They 
ought to all be stood up against the 
wall and shot.’) 

Particularly fetching bit of pho- 
tography, which has already been 
seen in this country in some of the 
American newsreels, is taken from 
the cockpit of a Stuka bomber 
it dives on its objective. 
phy, otherwise, is clear, 
spired, 

Pictures of Der Fuehrer—and they 
are as frequent-as every 30 seconds 
film—were 


ase 
Photogra- 
but 


unine- 


roarious applause. (‘This reporter 
was viewed highly suspiciously by 
his neighbors when he failed to join 
in). Entrance of German troops into 
Danzig, into Gdynia, into Warsaw 
likewise called for handclapping and 
cheering, as did each sight of the 
swastika-decorated Imperial German 
flag. One of the shots of Hitler, in- 
cidentally, shows him as besieged bv 
soldiers seeking his autograph as any 
Hollywood star. 

That pictures such as ‘Feldzug in 
Polen’ create a pride in the German 
population here in the Reich's mili- 
tary might, and stir up hatreds that 
don’t belong and are inimical to this 











country’s interests, can hardly be 
doubted after this viewing. 
. . 
Muni-Dieterle 

| Continued from page 3 

a percentage for one of the dis- 
tributing company’s producers, 
hasn't yet been determined. Pair is 


also said to be confabbing with RKO, 
which is offering complete financing 
itself. 


—. 


Muni Balks at Toting 


Guns, Quits Warners 


Hollywood, July 23. 

Paul Muni walked off the Warner 
lot with his contract cancelled by 
mutual agreement after an argument 
over the choice of picture material. 
Under his pact with the Burbank 
studio, Muni had seven more films 
to make at $125,000 apiece. 

Break was caused by Muni's as- 
signment to the top role in ‘High 
Sierra,’ which called for gunplay. 
He preferred the life of Beethoven 
which the studio nixed, in view of 


the recent grosses of biographical 
pictures. Humphrey Bogart takes 
over the ‘Sierra’ job and Muni is 


mulling several freelance roles. 

William Dieterle, director, obtained 
a release from his Warner contract 
at the same time, with 11 months 
still to go. His latest picture was 
‘Fleet Street.’ Understood Muni and 
Dieterle are figuring a star-director 
unit on a freelance possibly 
RKO. 


basis, 





Cohan Warns 
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And we share ev'ry pray'r over 


there, 
Our Uncle Sam's aware, It's tire 
that we prepare 
On the land, On the sea, In the 
air 
(Chorus) 
This Is Our Side—Of the Ocear 


Can you hear, can you hear over 
there? 


This Is Our Side—Of the Ocean 
So beware, so beware, so beware! 
And forever with devotion, We 
will fight for the right to de- 
clare, 
This Is Our Side—Of the Ocear 
Can you hear, can you hear, over 
it en? 
I t ou « r a t < ( € 
( t 
II 
R: tat-tat We're ut ‘ 
ere at it f fa 
( the job, on the job, € - 
where 
No ballyhooing, Yet ev ryone do- 
ing his share 
To prepare, to prepare, to pre- 
pare 
We'll never grin and bear. Well 
meet with any scare 
On the land, On the sea, In the 


air, 


Armond’s New Partner 


Armond, formerly of the 


cance 

team of Armond and Diana, has ac- 

quired a new partner, Margo Moven, 

and it'll be ‘Armond and Margo’ 
henceforth. 

Currently at La Mesa Country 


San Die go. 
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